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"soverument of the people!, while in reslity
belonged to a minority of exploiters who employed the
state to foster and protest their interests égainst the
vast majoritytof exploited.. Fith tho congue st of poverp
by the proletariat the positions of the combatants are
reversed in that the state is now used by the majority

to suppress the reactionary minority but the conflict
still remains. The transition to communism is not
éohieved in a singlé blow nor does the.class strugzle
comeé to an erd. Indeed, the dictater ship of the pro-
letariat is the distinctive feabture of the class struggle
doctrine of Marx. Without it, according to Lonﬁn, the
doctiine of Marx is distorted and reduced to something .
accegtable_even to the bourgeo; ie. M"A Marxist is one
"ho extends the acceptance of toe class'strugcle to the
aoceptance of the dictatorsnip of the proletariat (i)
which . is, in fact, "the ouestlon of the root content of

the Droletarlan revolution...(and) the most important

provlem of the entire proletarian class struggle". (2)

1

(1) Lenin, V., State and Revolutlon, p. 30. Cf. Marx,
himself, said this, iarx's letter to. Weydemeyer which
we have quotsd above

(2) Lenin, V., The Prokstarian Revolution and the Rene-
gade Kautsky, p., 15. Lenin also terms it "the very
eéssence of Marx's teaching." p. 16

2 mg!v—fm.qhv‘qg'rf‘ RETIAY

v
i
§
L




~ . ks P R T U DU S B T B
v EDL LTIV, UGAL L ACTHULDSALs Tl In: LU0l e

"a continuation of the class stru--le uniler new con-

ditions " (1)

The dictatorship of the prol@tar at is a new form
of stabts, the political form whic Leatup 5 the perisd
of transiticn from capitalism to communism, an inter-

mediate period which takes the name of Socialism. (2)

TTENET

Communism will only come with the complete abolition
of clasces and an eccnotic organization whose suprene
rule will be "From each szccording to his ability, to
€¢ash according to his nes2ds." (3) 1In fhe intermedict
period, me snwhile, recompense will be made according
to the amount of labor performed. Complete equality
will not reign; -.-equal right is still - in principle =~ St
bourgeois right. (4) This is a defect but such defects :
"are inevitable in the first phase of communist society
as 1t 1s when it has just emerged after prolonged birth

pangs from capitalist society." (5) .

(1) Programme of the Communist Intnrnatwonal 1928 in s
Handbook of HMarxism, p. 1003 il
(2) Marx, K., Gritiocue of the qotha Program in Selected g
Works, Vol, II, p. 577 :
(3) Ibid., p. 566
(4) Ibid., p. 564

(5) IThid., p. 565
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Fduction helong to societvy, there is no longer

11 will

)

ploitation of man by man, sll are workers and
contribute to a glgantic, conbrolled and rational devel-
opment of productive'forces. Buv reacfionary elements
remaiﬁ snd threatsn ﬁhe Dro3Iress of the majority_towérds
its complefe triumph_- comnunism. To foréstall and
préveﬁt_anj interferende'with progress, to direct thedr
majoritj of the peoplé In the work of constructing’ .

orce 1§ necessary -

D
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soclalist aconomy, an organized

EHEPE

tne di

statorship of the proletariat. Functionally, ig
is a sta*te like the bourgeois state - a épeciallre- B
'pressive force for the suppression of class enemies -
but unlike the bourgeols state it is the organ, or in-

strument of the majority'agéinst the reactionary minority.

The dictatorship of the proletariat is not the old
bourgeois_stgte*but a new sfate becéuSQ the proletariat
léan De victdrioﬁs and secure in viotorj only if“it
sma§hes and'deStroys the old state wiﬁh its ofgans of

tyranny -'bureauoracy, police and military. (1) .These

*

(1) Lenin, V., State and Revolution, pp. 26, 29, 50, 95
Thils work which contains numerous pertinent citations
from Marx 'and Engels, and Encgels' Origin of the Family,
Private Property and the ¥ate, sum up very well the

Communist theory of the state. Cf. also Chang, S., op.cit.

According to Lenin, in State and Revolution, there are

two important points to be observed in reference to.the.
state: 1) the bourgeois state must be overthrown, destroyed
shattered, broken up, blown up (p. 89): 2) it is the new

b
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recall at any time" and by the arued people; everyone,
no matter what his station, receives a "workingman's
wages". (1) With the majority of the people solidly
united in the prolstarian state, it begins to wither
away immediately and its ultimate dissolution is de-
pendent upon the rate of disappearance of its enemios.
Theréfore,'no time should be lost on efforts spared to

purge the body of sdciety of the diseased elements which

-3

j-te

sap its life. This 1s a necessary dhase of the class

strugzle and all the descriptions or definitions of

tne dictatorship of the proletariat manifest its

coldly scientific, amoral, destructive, pitiless and
impersonal nature. We cite a few of the more classical

textse.

Dictatorship is power, based directly on force,
and unrestricted by laws. The revolutionary
dictatorship of the proletariat is power won and
maintained by the violence of the proletariat
agains the bourgeoisie, power that i1s unrestricted
by any laws. (2

state, the proletarian state which withers away because
"the organ of oppression is now the majority of the
population and not a minority...and onee the majority

of the people itself suppresses its opressors, a "spscial
force" for suppression is no longer necessary. In this
sense the state begins to wither away." p. 375¢cf. also
PPe 15=20 :

(1) Ibid., pp. 36-38, 43

(2) Lenin, V., The Broletarian Revolution and the Rene-
gade Kautsky, L.L.L., Vol, 21, p. 19
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The diotatorship of %ths Proletarigt is a pap-
sistent Struggle - Sanguirsry eng bloodless“,

Violent gng Peacerful, military ang economic,
éducational apg administrativeg . ggainst the
forces gng traditiors of the 014 soclety. (1)

The following is seld by Stalin to be the mest .
gereral definition of the dictatorship of the pro-
letarigt: |

- The dictatorship of the Proletarigt is not the
. end of the class struggle tutg its continuaticn,
in new forms., The dictatorship of~the'proletariat-
- 1s the cless strugzle or the Preletarict wnich B
hes cchieved victory gng has seizeq political
ECRer soainst the bourgeoisie which hgs been
Cefegtegd but not annikilgted . which hag nct dig-
&Dpeared, which has not Ce€aseld itg resistance,
which hgs incresseg 1ts Eesistagnce, (2)

-

In order to bresk down the'reSistance of the
bourgeoisie. -

- People against the bourgeoisie. : :
In orden that the Proletarigt may forcibly Suppress
1ts enemies, (3) :

BEY) Lenin, v, "Left-Wing" Communism, &n Infantile pig-
B order, L.L.L.,‘Vol. 20, p., 29
S _

Lenin, v,, Collecteg Viorks, Vol., xxr1v, p. 311,
Russign Ed., citeg in Stalin, Problenmg cf Leninsm! be 21,

This work of Stalin discusses ir some detail the nature
8nc role of the dictatorship of the Proletarigt,

(3) Lenin, Ves The Proletapien Revolution ang the Rene-
gade Kautsky, memufw

A




oy .

- -
i ¢
g
k: 2 = - - - PN 4 2 4- 2
A Fivally, we ey rote & el 0TIy charsctitistics
K v
v
g . < o . RN L S S
' of the transiticral pericd freocasitelism o comauntemg

for example, the repeated assertions that all the people
¥ are capable of participating in the functicns of £OV-

ernment due to the fasct that these have becowe so sin-

ke % plified under capitalist productior, consisting chieflly
SR of accounting, control, filing, checking, registration,

P .

R S s functions within the reach of every literate person,

functicns which can be filled within twentv-four hours
after itte overthrow cf the capitslists and “uresucrats
bty the srmesd wcrkefs. In this way, everzcne will
burezucrat so that parafoxically thsre will be no
bureaucrats in the sense of privileged persons detached
from and standing above the masses. Moregver, in time,
people will beceme so enlightened that tkey will per-
form all takks voluntarily and observe all the fundam
mental rules of socilal life from habit without com-
pulsion or subordination. To expect this in the be-
ginning 1s Utopla; it is possible cnly at the end of
the Sociaiist revolution which wmust be made with human
nature as it is‘now,‘human nature that cannot do with-
out subordiraticn and control. When, however, all re-
sistance has been crushed, all clsgsses gholished and

fabulous producticn established then the people - g_new




reople, the new man, unlike ths present man in the

street - will be prepared for tine complete transitlion

-

to communism, the class struggle will then be at an

end, and the perfect social synthesils achieved.

- Section 3 -‘Analysis of the Doctrine of the Class Struggle

One of the proud claims of the communists is that
the doctrine of Marx transcends and elipses the Utopian
longings of his predecsssors and contemporaries.' For
this resson it besars the glorious title of "scientific
sociglism®, Cdnsequently, we are free to apoly to it
some of the recognigzged tests of é scientific doctrine
in order to see whether of not his title is justified.
There are a number of such tests but for our purposes
we think it will be sufficient to adopt three simple
ones. In order to evaluate the scientific quélities of
any particular thinkér énd his dodtrihés one is permitted
to apply at least the following criteria - objectivity,
exaothéss of'définition and prediction #alue. (1) This
latter crieterion is, of course, applicable only to the
theories df men who;_like Harx, claim to}trace the path
of futuré development., 'iet us consider each of these in

turn.

(1) ¢f. Lunn, A., Revolutionary Socialism, p. 212, ffj;
Thierry-Maulnier, op. cit., p. 120 ff.
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Bicgraphies treating a controversial figure such
8s lfarx are bound to include subjective judgments and
one must cénstantly sift the informetion received from
them in order to strike a balance. Therefore, while an

impartial judge would admit the brilliancy of some of
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Marx!s intuitions, his devotion to a cause, the broad
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extent of his knowledge, his renetrating analysis of
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nis ecoch, nis meritsgl Ticelity,
chiléren &nd meny other creditsble festures cf his

character, still he woulc not ignore the weight of

i

evicdence which reveals Marx to be one who was self=-

opinionated, contemptuous of the opinion of others. wheh .

they were not in agreement with his own arrogant, dog-

matic, irritable, impatient with those who did not

PIPIATHNI v =13 b rass et e e A =
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agree with him and jealous of possible rivals for the
leadership of the world-movement which he considersd

to be exclusively his prerogative. (:1)

This picture of Marx fits in very well with the

character of a man whose most powerful writings were of !

a polemical nsature. Extract the ricdicule, hatred, scorn v

(1) ¢f., Carr, E., Karl Marx; Cornu, A., Karl Marx, s
l'homme et l'oeuvres Ruhle, 0., RKarl Marx (
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character of a men whose mcet po x,e*f’u1 writings wvere

of a polemical nature. Extract the ridicule, hatred,
scorn and sar@asm from his writings and the argumenfs
lose much of their vaunted strength. Although we agree
with this general portrayal of Marx,'we must neverthe-
less acdmit that in itself it is insufficient to establish
a lack of objectivity in Marx. We have mentionéd it

chiefly because it is interesting to note that the same

argAAEht mizht e equally applied to what we may term

Yerx's spiritual éhild, the communist pafty, which is
'definitely a 'chip off the old block'. Any attem?ts tq
criticize party sctions or party policy are the immedi-
ate occasion @f a flow of abuse, scorn and ridicule.

There 1s usually no attempt to argue ﬂne.point under

consideration; insteaa'of a calm, objective, intelli-
gent discussion the critic finds that he has stirred up
a tempest and is the object of scathing denunéiation
for being facist, reactionary, or bourgeois. (1) Lenin
summed up the rules regulating the discussions of com=-

munists with their critics very well when he stated.

that he did not answer attacks by a defense but by

counter-s ttackk. (2)

(1) Sheed, F., Commuﬁicm and Man, Preface: Berdiaeff,
N., Probleme du Communleme, pe 117
(2) Lenin, V., What is to be Dore?, L.L.L. Vol. 4, p. 86
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mn bpe risk of teing letelsd subjective in order to
expose the wesknesses in the dcetrines of “arx and tre
communists. Their very writings present us with suf-
ficient matter upon which to base cur judgments. There-
fore, it is the writings of Xarx - which, he modestly
admits, form an "artistic whole" (1) - as well as the
writings of Engels and their followers which will be

considered in the pages thet follow,

From a non-communist point of view the real worth

of Marx lies in the fact thset he cortributed to arcusing,

§

among the people of the world, the awareness of the in-

o

s

human results of a strict application of the tenets of
liveral capitalism. With incisive thrusts he showed

that the impersonal nature of the industrial processes

of his era was wreaking havoc among the working classes
and tha% action was necessary to arrest the brutal
treatment of laborers at the hands Eoldly-calculating,
selfish moneyed interests. It must be remembered that
every attempt of labor to improve 1ts position was

bitterly fought by the vested interests and that the

vivid descriptions of the exlsting pitiful conditicns

(1) Marx, K., Letter to Engels, London, July 31, 1865




wirich llarx emphesized in (Cenital are not the cut-

pourirgs of the imginetions of a writer of fiction '

but are based upon official documents of the epoch.

In the'conditiohs which surrounded.him Marx thought

ne saw a feftile field for the concrete applicétion of
the abstract, fossilized ﬁegelian dialectic with which
he was filled. On the one hend, a small group of self-

ish exploiters; on the other, a mass of deperson@lized,ﬁ

dehumanized beinss - such were the actual Ffacts as Marx

vieﬁed then, was this not the answer tc the mystifica-
fion of Hegel? Real men in their empirical life, one 38
group in direct oppositién to the other, where could
one find a more perfect iiluStratioﬁ of thesis and
'antithesis? ‘Was thils not, in fact, the key Which,.by

analysis, would-yield the secrets of all philosophy

and historj? ~Marx thought so, and once having had this
Briliiént intuition, he never relinguished iﬁ.but,
devoted himself whoieheartedly to the task of developing'
it and giving his diécdvery to what would at'times,be

a most unappfeciative wor 1d.

«

Although we are forced to admire the brilliancy
of this primaryfintuition of the class struggle and to

acknowledge its marvelous éonformitybto the triadic
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svractere o the depelian 2 thod, ve xzuct at the czeve
time take note of one other important festure of it -
it does not conform to reality. (1) In other worcs,
the proletarist and bourgeoisie,.which form the core
of the soclclogical doctrine of larx are not two classes
existing in reality but two myths. To state that two
and only two classes are significant for history, to
ascribe to one class all the virtues and to another all
the vices, to assume that the class interests are homo-
5eheous,'to assert that racial, religious, social and.
political interests disappear in the face of class in=-
terests is either wishful thinkirg or pure dogmatism.
Yet this is Just what Marx did.
There is no good reason why all the emphasis
should be placed on two particular classes and
grocupse.s.the two well-unified, opposed classes,
ready to do battle with eaph other are two myths. (2)
With all his boasts of looking to history for
the laws that govern history, it was certainly
not in history that he found his proletariat, or

even the embryo of his proletariat, but in his
own mind. (3)

(1) "Certainly the two great classes correspond to the
Hegellan negation of negation, but this negation of
negation does not correspond to reality." Masaryk, The.
G., Die philosophischen und soclologischen Grundlagen
des Marxismus, p. 172. Cited by Skelton, op.cit.,p.112 n.
(2) Bober, op. cit., pp. 328-30 T

(3) Sheed, op. cit., p. 103;
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vy in the Ianfemertsl docirine of
the class struggle that MNarx manifested his failure %o
fully escape from the Hegelian idealism of his youthe
Tn spite of his celebrated assertions that "being

determines consciousness" it was ultimately the con-

sciousness of Marx that determined the nature and being

of the boﬁrgeqisie and the proletariat.

The logical structure of Marxism is flatly con=-
tredictory and philoscphicelly childish so far
as the class war is concerned. Marx held to an
extreme scholastic realism in his concepts; he
took the abstractions of thought for the re-
alties of being. To take into consideraticn the
whole of society and its culture and then to
characterize it as capitelist bourgeois is to
abstract from and hypostasize concepts, and it
is just the same with the notion of the prole
tariat as a universal class. (1) '

There 1s no suchthing as a good class or a bad
class. It is men who are good or bad and the proletariat
has no more of a mondpoly of virtue than the bourgeoisie
ﬁasAof vice. 1In whatever class they may be foﬁnd, men
are possessed of the same natﬁre, the same passions, the
same faulfs; Those who are oppressed should be the

object of special help and consideration but their social

condition is no guarantee of their virtue. The con-

(1) Berdyasev, N., Christianity and Class Wer, pp. 3l: 44




“teal nrolsteriet of flerx ay well be innocent of

[eY]

c
the crire of exploitstion but the innccence of the
proletariat in real 1ife 1s mostly the result of a lack
of opportunity. (1) To reverse the positions of rulers ‘;
and ruled does not always improve the situvation as the

conditions following upon many revolutions have demcon-

strated.

The idealism of Marx is not confined to his con-

cevtions of proletariat and bourgeolsie but pervades
his entire system., His thecry of histery 1s not drawn
from facts but is an attewnpt to bring facts into line
wi th pre-conceived, subjective ideas. (2) In addition,
Marx enthusiastically but unjustifiably attenmpted to . f;§
extend to all history, past and future, certain features i*t
and characteristics which were proper to his own age. H
Living in an 2ge dominated by a thirst for riches and
the enjoyment of materlal goods, Marx materialized
hisfory and assérted unequivocally that economic in-

terests govern and determineall other interests, a state-

ment which certainly flies in the face of all experience

J U

and ignores factcrs which have been no less influential sl

(1) Ibid., pp. 43-44; Sheed, op. cit., p. 102-03

(2) Tonneau, J., 0.P., Socizlisme, article in Dictionnaire

de Theologie Catholique, Paris-VI, Librairie Letouzey et ’ to
Aneg Tome XIV, Fasc. CXXXII-CXXXIII, col., 2312; Bobher, -
op Cito, Pe 285 '<..,(
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in skhaping the course »i human events - rsl
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politics amcng others.

The error of historical materialism is to erect
a particular fact into a general principle. It
does not start out from a careful study of the
facts of the past but limits itself to the
present, a narrow and defective procedure...
Marx failed to take care lest a too exclusive
vision of the present should. involve the danger
of trensposing to the past and future the
material preoccupations which dominated his
epoch. To us, historical materiallsm seems to
be the sbusive generaslization of a temporary
phase. (1)

ecriés of Marx could not Le laveled ss

=
>
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stubborn subjectivism to the same degree had he not
already in his own lifetime béen'the-witneés of events
which undermined his primary tenets. The activities
of labor organizations and the lsbor legislation of
govefnments were facts that certainly should have nad
at_leasﬁ-a modifying effect upon Marx's ideas which
rested on the assumption~that the_econcmic processes
pursyed‘an independent course according to inﬁiolable

natural lawvs.

Were it not for the circumstancer that Marx wit-
nessed the introduction of factory acts and the
resumption of social cintrol on the part of the

(1)1Turgéoh, Cey, OD. cit., pp. 335-336: Thierry—Maulnier;
op. clilt., p. 243
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state, nis theeory woull nuve bLeen onen to
ckiticism only as defective in its psycholozy.(1)
Consicdering that he lived to see these charges,
his theory is open to sharper criticism: it

dealt with a fictitlous soclety, and the result
wes a fletitious doctrine, based on the facts

as they were, and therefore without a claim to

reality and truth. (2)

Beer tells us that in order to understand Marx's
Capltal we must realize that the latter was treating of
an economic system "essentially free from external

hindrernces and disturbances, free from invasicns boih

{72

Ly the 3State and rroletariat." (3) The same thought is

(1) That is, his socio-economic theory.

(2) Simkhovitch, V., Marxism versus Socialism, p. 120;
"Varxism {(1s) a class doctrine of the industrisl prole-
tarlat...His doctrine of the class struggle...is a doc-
trine ezaggerated and intensified by his class bias, by
his hsatred of the past, by his hcpe of the future. Here
his passions come to a focus; here his raptures are too
exultant to bother about conventionalities of objectivity,
to care about outward consistency." Ibid., pp. 186-87
"Herein lies, I believe, the Alpha and Omega of all that
1s fallaclious, contradictory, and vague'in the treatment
of hls subject by Marx. His system is nok in close
touch with the facts. Marx has not deduced from facts
the fundamental principles of his system, -either by
means of a sound empiricism, or a solid economico-
rsychological analysis, but he founds it on no firmer
ground than a formal dialectic. This is the radicsl
fault of the Marxian system at its birth; from it all
the rest necessarily springs." Bohm-Bawerk, E., Karl
Marx and the Close of His System, p. 190: ",..the seeming
logic of his attitude.is deceptive, for it in part rests
upon a failure to test his own assumptions, and in part
on an gbstract view of human nsture with which the
totality of facts is in direct contradiction." Laski,
HOJ., Kal’l M.ar'x., po 26 ’ ]
(3) Beer, M., The Life and Teaching of Karl Marx, p. 123

A
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voiced by Zoudin who stztes 1Yt is llarx's teaching that
becaguse of the inherent contradictions in the capitalist
system of production and distribution, "its own develop-
ment, Lif the laws of its own exlstence are permitted to
freély assert themselves, will lead to its ultimate and
spesdy destruction.™ (1) Such statements from men who
are sympathetic towards Marx are tantamount to admitting
our contention that Marxlmay have constructed a bri1- 

liant hypothesis but not a theory in conformity with the

)

ion o

ct

facts, much less a theory which is an explana

)
[

all story. In othsr words, Marx is a. jugsler of
idess, thefcreatar of an abstract'world_which pursﬁes:
a smooth, even uninterrupted course according to
definite 1aws.b_AS»long as one avoids exposing 1t to
the cri?ioal light of reality its flaws and impsrfections
‘escape notice, But.a critical examination reveals that
the‘thedry assumes as a pogtulate the very thing which
it muét;prove, namely, that men arse ultimatelj ﬁoved by
economic interests and that allfother interests are but
derivations of this fundamentel, primary and ultimately
decisive interest which determines and dirécts.the

course of history.

(1) Boudin, L., The Theoretical System of Karl iarx, D.148

e gy b o o+
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sr=tation of nistery i tns Tollowin: hteruos:

esonle fabricagtion of history exists only in the
consciousness, the opinion, the ifea of the phil-
osopher - only in the speculative imagination...
Within empirical, exoteric hilstory, he therelore
assumes that there 1s in prozrsss a speculative,
esoteric history. The history of mankind is -
transformed into the history of the abstract i
spirit of mankind, which, because it is abstract,
1s something beyond real humen beings (1)

By e

Far from transcending the ideal constructions of ‘

N

Cu-

qr

dezel, larx merely substibtubed his own esoteric,
lative histﬂry‘for that of the master of his youth.

And in s2i%2 of his denuncistions of reuaerbach and his

"abstract man", the theory of Marx is founded upon two o
abstractions which have yet to appear on the stage of

world history.

- Exactness of Definition - .

According to theory, the centralpillar éuppérting

the Marxist doctrinal structure 1s its materialism.
Yet, ;%rangely enough we find nowhere any aiscussion
of or treatment of matter itself. Just what matter is,
or its nature, are notions which always remasin cloudy.

Agaln, we have seen that the nature of a class, its

(1) Varx, XK., La Sainte Famille, in Oeuvres Philosophiques o

Tome II, pp. 151-52 | o
_
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defirnttion an?d charachiristics are nct very ¢
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expressad by Marx 5ut wast be drawn Ifromn scattersc
references and further elaborations by Lenin and other
commentators. Thess two tefms are fundamental in
Marx's téaching and it would seem only logical that he
snould begiﬁ by giving some detéiled explanation of
them. -To take another example, the notion of value
which occuples a centfal‘position in the economic doc=-

toines of Warx is far from clear as is evidenced oy tLé
gct that bobth within end without the Marxists schools
tharz have heen innumenebls conitrovarsies in whioh’all
shades of‘opinion have besn expressed as to just what
sense was given to the term by Marx. The outcome of
all their discussions comes down to this - "In parw
ticular, there 1s hg onelto tell us whaﬁ Marx thought
he meant by 'valus'!'." This opinion, expressed by A.
Gray, applies to the friends of Marx,énd 1s true a_
fortibri of those who do not look upon the Mastef with
as much favor. All the attsupts of bdth'friends and
enemies to eiplain Marzx reveal-an extraordinary fact,
"Capital is, in bne‘sense, a three-volume treatise,
expounding a theory of value and its.manifold applica-

tions. Yet Marx never conGescends to say what he means

by tvalue!, which accordingly is what anyone cares %o




ngwe 1t &s 1S rolwows the tanioldinc seroll from 107

to 1394." (1)

Words are the instruments of thought and 1t 1s
at lesst difficwlt, if not impossible, to attain scil-
entific precision in the expression of thought as long
as one is careless and indiscriminate 1n the choice of
words employed to clothe one's ideas. The pretendsd
scientific exactness of the theoriés of Marx loses
somsthing of its lustsr when it 1s consider2zd that ne
"was almost criminally careless in neglecting tvo define
his terms, and the nataral result of such cerelessness
is that words jostle about in the mind, sach trailing
half=a-dozen potential meanings, with consequent con-

fusion of thought." (2)

Although this defsct of Marx has been noted by
his foliowers, still the more'devoted'amqhg.them offer
no apologiles for what would normally be considered an
impsrfection. On the contrary, Lenin follows out his

program of counter-attack rather than defense when he

Y 3ray, A., The Socialist Tradition p. 321
)
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fiecial, telaborass!'," scholastic definitions ani

profitless disquisitions on the meanings of words (what

L

Socialism is, what Communism is), (but) glves an analysis
of what may be called stazes in the economlc ripsness of
Communism." (1) The man of action, it would seem, has

no time for such triﬁbi'bourgeois habits.

= Prediction Value -

Darwin on Marx is gulte evident

=y

nfluence o

3

he

‘_l.

f}om statsments made by Marx himself. He regarﬂed the
theory of Darwin as the basis in nstural science of the
‘class struggle in‘hiStoryQ {2) Darwin's hypothesses,
which Marx and Engels considered as established, fitted
&ery well into the pattern'of dialsctic. ILenin appeals

to Marx's applicatfon of the theory of evolution to

modern capitaliém'as evidence of the scientific nature
of Marx's writings; Marx's genius. would consist, 1t
appears, in the fact that he always has the attitude of

the scientist, basing his analyses and predictions on

‘facts. It would seem, moreover, from the following

(I) Tenin, V., Stats and Revolution, p. 81
(2) Marx, K., Istter to Lassalle, London, January 18,
1851: Letter to Engels, Decembsr 19, 1860
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stutsoent of Lenin, tinat one coall ¢uallfly larx =s a

social bioslozish. (1)

Marx treats the question of communism in the

same way as a naturalist would treat the question
of the evolution of, say, a new biological specles,
if he knew that such and such was its origin, and
such the direction in which it changed. (2)

Marx!s predictions then, according to the commu~

i
¢

nists, have nothing of guesswork about them but are

scientific concliasions of verifiable premises. A conm=-

o

vparison of actual facts with some oI Marx's mors rfamous

ctions ggzaln serves to bring out-the fact that

-

e

pred
Marx's theories yield their results only in a hypothetical,

abstract soclety. '

One of the most famous predictions of Marx was
that of increasing misery in the ranks of the industrial
workers. According to theory, the lot of the wage

laborer could not improve as long as he was enslaved

within the framework of the capiltalist strucfure. Marx

had no doubts about this and repeated the idea frew

(1) Such a term would probably not meet with approval

today according to the !'general line! of Soviet philw

osophy which frowns on naturalistic and mechanistic ex-
planations of social phenomena and stresses a more

activistic trend in sociology. Cf. Berdiaeff, W.,

Probleme du. Communisme, p. 121

(2) Lenin, V., State and Revolution, p. 70 —




auenSly in nis words. (1) It wes for ni@ an ineve-
1tahle result of the dialectical nature of the pro=-
ductive process - the rich get richer and the poor get

poorer.,

Keedless to say, the scilentific conclusion acted
in a very unscientirfic way as the condition of the
working classes steadily improved and continues tp

improve. Had Marx been content to add certain qualify-

[0

(¢}

ing chrases to his prsdictions - Munless legislation

is changsd, hneavier taxss aré levied on ﬁhe rich, labdr”
unions organizé more efficlently ete " - he might have
avoided some of their embarrassing results. But he was
the most absolute of men in his affirmations and in-
creaéing misery-was too clocsely linked up with the

revolutioﬁ and the inevitable triumph of the proletariét:
for Marx to abandon it. This latter point is brought

out by the fact that the Bolsheviks or revolutionary

(1) "The general tendency of capitalist production is
not to railse but to sink the average standard of wages. !
Marx, K., Value, Prite and Profit, in Selectsed Works,
Vol. I, p. 337: T¥The greater the expansion of labor

and application of machinery...the greater the con-
traction of wages." Wage-Tabour and Capital, in

Selected Works, Vol. Iey, p. 280:  Wincontestabls is this
sespProposition:s 1In proporiton gs lgbor develops SOCially,
and becomes'thereby a source of weglth and culture, pove
erty and neglect develop among the workers and wealth

and culture among the non-workers." Critigue of the

Gotha Program, .in Selected Works, Vol IT, p. 559;

"The minlmum of wages 1is constanly sinking", Address on
Free Trade, apvendix in Poverty of Philosophy, p. 206:

Cfe also the Communist 18nii’esto, pPs 213 Capltal Vol. I.,
ppe 707-709,
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comanistbs 3iz not give Ln Tae tasory of inersasing
miszry because of the force which it possessed as an
incentive to revolution whereas other schools of
Marxlsm admitted quite frankly that the theory was out-
moded, that the conditions foreseen by Marx just did
not materiélize and in view of the improved ccnditions
of the working class they could fdresee a possible pro-
gram of collaboration with the govérnment and a peace-

ful transition to socislism by parliamentary methods.(1)

Another prediction of Harx was that 1t was only
a cuestion of time before the middle class would dis-
appear as a result of cpaitalist production, most of
its members being swept into the ranks of the proletariat
and a few rising to the level of the bourgeoisie. By
the middle class is signified in this context the mem-
bers of the classes betwsen the bourgecisie and the pro-
lstariat. Thus it would include petty bourgeois elements
such as sﬁall trader;, independent artisans, small scale
manufacturers and farmers. Here agaln the facts ob-
stinately refuse to conform themselves to the conceptual

molds prepared for them by Marxe

(1) Notably Bernstein, Mehring, Vandervelde,
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The United States is undouintedly the country
JObt'ad janced along the path of capitalism and should
'serve as a good testing ground for Marx's oracular
utterances as to the disaepearance of the middle classes
inamuch as, according to theory, Marx gives us an & X~
position of the natural laws of capitalis production
and thelr tendencies "working with iron necessity
towards inev1tab1e results (and) the country that is
more developed industrially only shows, to the less.
developed, -the image of its own future." (1) That
these middle classes display a naive ignorance of their
historical cestiny is evident from the fact that thej
insist on méintaining or even increasing their numbers
and continue to be blissfully indifferent to the judg-
ment of Marx that they are reactionary, ferAthey try to

roll back the wheellofkﬁstory." (2)

Gray sums up the testimony of the facts and the
common agreement of scholars when he says that "on the
disappearance of the mid&le classes, the propheciles of

Marx have been entiﬁely wide of the mark. Society has

with admwrable stuboorness, refused ™o segregate 1tself

(1) Marx, K., Capital Vol. I, Preface, p. 13
(2) Marx-Engels, The. Communlst Manifesto, p. 19
For statistics on the middle classes see Turner Ob. cit

PDe 25-49: Parkes, H.B., Marxism, An Autonsy, PDP. 64 fo;
270: Simkhovitch, op. cit., pp. 70-97 ‘
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into two sxtrezwe camps." (1)

w3
n

ing to theory, almost from the moment of the theory's
conception. Prediction of the world revolution started
with Marx and Engels and ﬁas been echoed by their most
devoted followers. The whole history of communism has
been a serles of predictlons and revisions and in every
cese 1t was asserted that the forecast was a scilentific
cornclusion. Unfortunately, unscisnsific humén factors

frecuently intervened to postpone the inevitable,

The conclusion to be drawn from the foregoing con
siderations is t hat Marx is the Shakespeare of the
economic world. He has written a powerful drama packed
with tremendous emotional appeal in which, against the
background of a motley, non~descript crowd, hs has
sketched two main characters whose titanic struggle of
tyrant égainst Yictim finally results in the triumph of
the latter. In saying this one does not neceséariiy
fail to pay tribute to the keenness of Marx!s analyses,

in some respects very superior and just, of the economic

Principles and processes, social injustices, faults and

(1) Gray, op. cite, pe. 323

Finally, the revoluticn has been ilmnminent, accord-

d
'
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foibles of nis epoch. e freely con.ede that Marx

written much that was and is true. VYhat we cannot con=

cede, however, is that he has drawn-correct conclusions
from his observations or that he has not twisted and
distorted objectively true facts to bring'them in lins
with preconceived and predetermined ideas. His coﬁ—
clusions are exaggerations which are not supported by
hie premises and, in theAfinal-analysis, Qe has not
written the trﬁth but has-constructed a delicate web

of half=-truths, which were they to triumph, would be no-
less effective in enslaving man than streng iron chains.
The pill of error must have at least a thin coatlng of
truth in order to render 1t palatable to the people at
large and the correct obserVations of Marx supply that
thin'coatihg. Shakespeare's historical dramas were
based in part upon historical facts but the author never
aseumed the toga of the historian whereas Marx cone-
fidently'proclaimed his doetrines to be true'histery

and science tnough they actually were, like Heéel's,

the hlstory of the thoughts of the author. His economic

doctrines are the result of a frenzied search for sub-

stantiation of philosophic ‘bremises, g sedreh of whlch

the object was not 1nformatlon but conflrmation.

e —— e S i
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erx's histor
with the past as with the future, a millensry vision of
a somewhat indefinite future state of bliss. Vihether
or not Marx was aware of 1it, his very unwillingness to
give any detalls as to the nature and organization of
his future society was a stroke of genius. Even the
few hints which do appear in his writings only serve to
lend greater allure to the future classless society.
Had he given a detailed 5escriptioﬁ of what it was to
e he would have weakened its appeal insofar ss he
would have diminshed the sair of mystery surroundinz it,
Furtner, he wonld have opened the way for the onslaughts
of innumerable critics. It is difficult, howsver, to
criticlze effectively that which remains an unrevealed
mystery. Again, each one attracted by the communist doc-
trine was left free to draw his own picture to be his
own architect in the construction of the future soclety
and, consequently, each one could feel that 1t would be
just as he desired and conceived it. A possibility of
this kind naturally has a wide renge of appeal. For the
members of the lower classes of scclety it can mean a
fabulous abundance of material goods, liberty, ease, in
short, all those things which they lack and know only as

the possession of the upper clessses. For the members of




tiie hi;&er brackets of society, not actually members of

the’ruling class or, if members of the ruling class,

dissatisfied with their station and prerogatives, it

)

can sean the possession of that which, Circe-like, sincse
the beginning of time has bewitched men sailing the
séa of life -~ power. (1) How often,’indeed, has its

bPossession changed men into beasts.
- Communists and Orthodcxy -

Down through thé jears there have .existed all
shades of opinion ahong thoseAwho proclaimed themselves
Marxists and, naturally énough; each particular group
has accuéed the other of infidelity to the doctrine,
Among ail the discussions there 1s one which perhaps ié'

basic and holds the ceritral place - the theory of

?spbntaﬁeity" éhampioned by Plekhanov and the ¥ensheviks

'émong others and the theory of a gulding, directing
elite sustéined by, Lenin and the Bdlsheviks. It seems
to us that Piekhanov sufficiently Posed the problem
when he said,

) y -

The d isputed cuestion congists in this: Does there
€xist an economie hecessity which. calls forth in
the proletariat a demand for Soclalism, makes it
instinctively soclalistic, gand lmpels it, even if
left to its own Tresources, on the rogd to the

- (1) For s recent interesting‘stuéy on thls subject see

De Juvenal, Bey Du Pouvoir: welsh, E., Total Power

e e e




s0cializt revolutiont...lenin denie; thisoo o

and i ot consist: Ris eno%mous mizrure, Nis

Ltheoretical fali ints sin 2,

At first thought ore would be t*tempted to bestow
the crown of orthodoxy cn Plskhanov because his positicn

certainly seems to te the lcrical conclusion of “.arx's

kY

fremlces, a reiteraticn cf Larx's teaching concerning

the influence of produciive relations on class ideology.
It will te remerbered that MNarx and Engels held that the
ldeas, interests, end so forbth,-ideolcgical superstruchsure
- ol the weulbers cf 8 jiven scclety are only the serntal
reflecticns of their eccnomic rositicr, the regilt of
exlsting relaticns of preduction deternined by the ex-
1sting stage of procuctive forces. It was on the basis
of thils doctrine that Narx described his proletariat,
According to theory, the contradictions e6xlsting in
bourgecis society kad penetratec the consciousness of
the proletariat, had, therefore, made it Instinctively
soclalistic, Otherwisé, the phrase.thét the ¥prole-

terien movement is the self-censcious, independent

movement of the ilmmense majority, in the interests of

the immense majority", becomes meaningless and absurd. (2)

(1) Plekhesnov, G.V., srticle in iskra, Lugust 1, 1gcC4,
quoted 1n Jackson, oo.gi&., Pe 1357
(2) Marx~-Engels, Cormunist Kanifesto, p. 20 (Italics curs)
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in trneory, tie class stru. le ls scmething that s;ises
cut of the objectlve conditions of scciety as a reSﬁlt
of the capitalist process of procduction itself. It is
nct, consecuently, something which is created at will,

at the whim of even the proletarians themselves but is

something independent of their will. What else can the

follbwing words of Marx and Engels mean?

The new forces of precducticn have outgrown the
bourgecls forms of using them: ané this conflies
between productive forces and mode of croduction:
is not a conflict which has risen in men's hesads,
as for examzple the conflict tetween original sin
anG divine justice; but it exists in the fects,
objectively, outside of us, inderendently of the
will or purpose even of the men who brought it
about. Modern socielism is nothing but the re-
flex in thought of this actual conflict, its
ideal reflection in the minds first of the class
which is directly suffering under it - the
working class (1) (Italics ours)

The proletariat...finding itself debased...revolts
ageinst the debasement and necessarily so, being
lnipelled thereto by the contradiction exlsting be-
tween 1ts human nature and its position which is
an overt, clesr and absolute negation of that
nature...private property produces the proletarigt
as prole tariat, misery conscicus of its spiritual
and vhysical misery, dehumanization conscious of
itself, etc., for that reason, seeking to anni-
hilate itself...though man has lost himself, at
the same time, he has acquired not cnly a theo=

retical consciocusness of this 10ss but practically

he has been compelled directly...to revolt against

(1) Engels, F., Anti-Duhring, pp. 293: 23
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this inhumarnity. It is not a cuestion of whet
thig cr that rroletariesn, or zven tre yrolctarist
a #hole, momentarily nrc.oses &s & zcal for

itselr., It is a guesticn of Xnowing whsat the ‘
proletarist is and what the proletariat, in con- L
fermity with its nature, is historlcally com=-

pelled to do. Its goal and its historical action !
are tangibly and irrevocsbly marked out in its ,
seyn exlstentisal condition, snd also in the whole '
organization of contemporary uwourgeols society.

It seems superfluous to us to show here that a b
large part of the French and English proletariat R
is already conscious of its historical mission. (1) ;

(S
cemg i

Could languase be any clearer? In these passages .

igs no Goubt exuressed that the proleteriat is con-

@

tlies
scious gnd is deily sgrovwing more ccnscicus of its

nistorical mission - the cverthrow of the bourzeoilsie

and the establishing of a socialist society as a pre-
limirary step to the establishment of complete communism.,
There is nothing arbitrary about it. It is clearly

marked ocut in the ecoromic process itself,

’

On the basis of such premises as these Plekhanov
was right in insisting on his point of view. ﬁad Marx

and Engels conformed their actions to their theory or

 had their theory been in conformity with the facts

Plekhanov's position would have been unshaksble. Un-

fortunately, Marx and Engels did not confine themselves E

v

(1) Marx, K., La Sainte Famille, in Oeuvres Philosophigues e
Tome II, pp. 61-63 Ti




to the narrow lifité of a fcrmal lcuic which misht have
reveded the discrepency between the theory and actioﬁs
but resting on dialectics - in the case of the commu-
nists, a logié of convenience enabling one to violate
thecry by'practice all the while insisting on their

union - they continued to proclaim in words what they
could not discover in fact. ZLogically, in the light

of the presumed class oonsqiousnesg, all that‘remained
for YMarx and Engels to do was to prepare for the_ré&olu-
tion, to figure out tactics, strategy, plans, and slogans

to

(818

uide end direct . the proletariat in the battle. As
it was they wefe caught on the same pincers they had re-‘
served for‘the peasants énd petty bourgeoisie - hope

and fear; hope that the revolution woﬁld breagk out and
fear that it wouldn't. In the beginning their hogés
wereAhigh, Marx seeing inévitable revolution in every
new économic development (1) and Engéls, no doubt as=
piring to be:the military genius of all timé, dévoting
himself to miiitary studies in which he came in time to

fancy himself an expert. Time and experience, however,

(1) Liebknecht, W., and Lafargue, P., Karl Marx; on p.32
Liebknecht gives an instance of Marx's hopes being
aroused by a new invention. "“Marx related to me, full

of rire and enthusiasm, that for the last few days there
had been exhibited in Regent Street the model of an
electrical machine which had pulled a railway train.

Now the problem has been solved - the consegquences are
unpredictable. The economic revolution must be followed
by a political one, for the latter is only the expression
of the former." ' '




tow to no «ne in tie metter cf teaching and tney con-

bired to force the apostles of revolution into an as if

1ine of attack. This had to be so because Marx never Lo
could concede that the proletariat in real 1ife was not
accoréing to the specificatlons he had drawn. Con-

sequently, although their writings show that they were

€

engaged in drawing up tactics, what is more evident is

s et
P

that they were engaged to an even greater degree 1in
arousing claés consciousness among the lethargic workers
- a conscicusness they assuredly take for.granted in
their prerises. In other werds, the zrest task cr the
great achievement of Marx and Engels, -‘dépending upon
one's point of view - is not that they discovered or | é'r
furthered asn already existing class struggle but that _=ﬁ
they spent themselves in a futile attempt to create ite (1) 'fﬁ
The dramatic scene pictured by Marx and Engels in thelr

writings = a great majority of the people, welded to-

gether in close unlon and conscious of its aims, carrying

(1) "What joins the workers for co-operative action

against the bourgeols class is precisely the theory of
irreconciliable class camflict. Class conscilousness,
created by the ideology of the class conflict, is the

essence of the struggle and not vice versa., The idea

created the class, not the class the 1dea."™ Von Nises, L., Op.
citep. 343. In Freedom Versus Organization, Bertrand -
Russell says that '"Marx, by his teaching, created the

class struggle he had prophesied.! p. 218 '
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cn a struggle agzainst the bourgeoisie, who according to
the scriét, is also uhitéd and conscious of the issues
involved,- 1s not something that 1s or was but - and
this is where Lenin is right, this is the thought that
animéted him - 1t can be if the human factors are ma-
nipula?ed clsverly enough. Even a brief reading of
Lenin's ﬁritings‘wiil reveal that, from the beginning,
he was inspired by the idea that he knew exactly how to:

move the human pawns in the .chess geme of life.

Thus, in é sense, Plekhanov and Lenin gre both
right but only because Marx's theories aré ﬁrong. If
Marx's theories were right Leﬁin would be‘wrong and
and Plekhanov right, but if Marx's theories are wrong
then Plékhanov and Lenin are both right. This bit of
equivocation is not altogether our -own doing but results
from the fact that Mérx, in spite of his insistence upon

ﬁhe union of theory and practice, was a living contra-

diction of his own principles, a veritable coincidentia

oppositorum who said and thought one thing and did

another right up until the contradiction was dissolved

in the decisively final synthesis of death.

If eny proof was nesded of the contradictions ex-

isting in Marxism it has been furnished by the keenest
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studert of 'arx - lLenir. He emniravically

[kt

-t ~ e
stanes Lnatd

class conscicusness erises from a scurce extrerecus to

the werkers'! movement as a whole and that the workers
in the process of their movement cannot develop an in-
dependent ideology. This must be vrought to them fron

without, spoon-fed to fhem as it were.

I3
¢
{i
[
i

We sald that there cculd not yet be Socilal-
Democratic (the name of Lenin's party) consclous-
ness among the workers. This consciousness could
only be brouzht to them frcm without. The history
cf all cruntries shows that the vorking clsss,
exclusively by its own efiort, 1s able to develcp
only trede-union consciousness, i.e., it ray it-
self reglise the necessity for combinirg in
unions, to fi.ht aga-ns the employers and to
strive to ccmpel the goverrment to pass necessary
labour legislation, etec. (1) (Italics ours)

He then goes on ﬁo say that sociallism itself is
the result of an elaboration of ideas on the bart of
intellectualg, bourgeols intelligentsia, among whom
must be numbered Marx and Engels. A few pages further
he quétes with approval the words of Kautsky stating that

it is untrue to believe that Marx asserted that con-

gscicusness of the necessity for soclalist production is
created among the workers by econonic development and .é?

the class struggle.

(1) Tenin, V., What is to be Done, L.L.I., Vol., 4, p.33




Socialist ¢ nsciousness is scmethning introduced

into the rrolzterian class struagele Ifrem with:out

evoand not scmething that arose within it

spontarecusly...the task of Social Lemcecracy 1is

to imbue the proletariat with the ccnsciousness #
of its position and consciousness of 1its tasks. i
There wculd be no need for this if consciousness

arcse from the class struzgle. (1)

It is following these remarks of Kautsky that

ILenin aséerts that the issue is reduced to this -
. . 1 4

either the workers will follow bourgeois ideology or

the scciealist ideology. "There 1s no middle course

(for humanity has not crested s "third!" ide
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noreover, in a sce ety torn by class ahté
‘can never e a non-class or avove-class ideqlogy)." (2)
From this it would follow that the majority of weorkers
in the world toéa&,- who are certainly not socialist or
communist - being unable to develop an;indépendent
1deology of their own aé Lenin states, are sociological.
monsters in- Marx'!s doctrihe inasmuch as, while cécupying

the position of proletarians in the process of production,

their ideology is bourgeols, a condition which is im-

possible to reconcile with the statements of lNarx and

(1) ITbid., p. 40 , :
(2) Ibid., p. 41. ",,.economic science...explains thet in a
capltalist country one cen stand for caritalism or labor
but one cannot stend in the middle." Lenin, V., %ill the
Bolsheviks Retain Stete Power, L.L.IL., Vol. 12, D. 37




Ancels tuotsd sariisr (Vo 00 - S0S5 . Lenin's docirine
which he carried through %> a successful revolution,
leads to some very non-iarxlst concluasions as Sabine

observes.

vooif the growth of capitalist production creates
in the proletariat only the mentality that makes
trade-union tactics possible, the Marxian prin- !
ciple that all ideology is a superstructure built Co
upon the foundation of production-relations ;w;
apparently ought to imply that trade-unionism 1is bR
the final answer of the proletariat to capitalism. :
Nothing could be farther from Marx's meaning. On
the other hand, 1if socialism and a socialist
ideology must be produced by a bourgeois intslli-
sentsia and introduced into the proletariat "from
the outside", what can it wean to say that ma-
terial conditions of production and not "ideas"
are the effective causes of social revolution?
And still more difficult to understand, why
should capitalist production, which creates the
opposed bourgeols and proletariat classes and s
their ideologies, bring into existence a middle S
class intelligentsia devoted to the task of ’
making an ideology for the proletariat? Either o
the class struggle does not wholly determine the it
mentality of the class or else it produces in o
the middls class a perverted form of class~-con-
sclousness that devotes itself to the destructilon
of the class. (1)

Does it not also follow that to designate the pro-
letarian movement as the "self-conscious movement of the
immense majority" 1s the very opposite of the facts since - g
‘the ma jority of the workers are dominated by bourgeols

ideology‘ahd can ohly be opposed to the workers definitely

.

(1) Sabine, G., op., cit., 722-23
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genuine work

In fhe final analysis, Lenin's'praotical realism

'ohly emphesizes Marx's actual idealism and although, or

perinaps because, Lenin does contradict YMarx, he is nzarep
to the truth. TILenin's doctrins retains the dogma of

the inevitabiiity of revolution and the transition from
capltalism to socialism hut he gives a new meaning to

the 1dzzs. They are certala and inevitable'gglzmlf

made certain and inevitable by the revoiﬁtionary action

cipline and guidsancs
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of the messss under ih
tionaries. It is primarily the elite which possesses
proletarian_or class-consciousness which seems to be
something sacred, exzclusive, a naturalized charisms,

For this reason the masses must learn from the enlightened,

particularly the great mystery of class truth.

Proletarian consciousness supposas the previous
initiation into & mystery that is unseen and un-
intelligible from outside; "class truth" is s
sectarian truth which is made clear only to.
those who have made their way into the circle of
initiates. There, a universalist line of arzu=-
ment has no meaning; facts themselves have no -
meaning, for they devend on eonsclousness, the.
proletarian consciousness, which with its philo-
sophy and science, its morality and politics '
calls for a definitive break with the past and its

.
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alorgalisa end Sarns So She 2rzation of & new
world and a' new -an, Trutih was reveglsd for t-e

first Sime to 5his consciousngss, revealed gb-

solutely and finally; the “Yarxist revelation is

as unique and complets as the Hegellan systenm

was to 1ts author (1)

This idea of "class truth" is a bond linking to-
gother Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin for Marx bezan the

tradition that anyone who differed with him was wrong

and Zenin and Stalin continued the gsame tradition. For

*xamole, llarx hai established as s zénergl princi-le
thet ideolozy is debtsrained Dy the matsrial conditions

of _ife as is clear from what hes been said. He did not
subject his own ideology to that rule, hdwever, but
considered that he was pronbuncing "if not for all
Places and times, at least for g longer time and g
wider area than those in which his historic™ observation
had been enclosed. This abuse resulted from g Well-con-
cealed transition from.observatioh to generallsation,

to historical foresight and finally to trophecy pure

and siaple." (2)

The supreme custodian of "class truth" in Marx's

day was Marx. (3) The scepter passed to ILenin and is

(1) Berdigerr, N., Probleme du Communisme, pp, 117-118
(2) Perroux, F., Contrs les tricheries du marxisme, in
La Vie Intellectuells, May 10, 1937, p. 302

(3) Speaking of iarx as a teacher and educator of revola=-
tionariss, Liebknecht makes an illumination compgrison,
"T will say nothing of eccnomics. In the Fope's tglacs
one Joes not speak of the Pope." op. cit., pp. 33-34
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wiel3z3 in theoressat cay Wy 3Stalin.  llarx sas vhe only

aathentic interpretsr of reality, Lenin the only authen-
tic intevprster of Marx and today Stalin 1s only authen- i+
tic interpreter of Lenin and Marx. This means that
what’Iarx'declarad te be the truth had to be acéepted
by all who wished tb associate with him. Bakunih,

Proudhon and other are witnssses to that fact. The

[~

same 1s true of Lenin, in spite of the fact that he
contrgdicted ¥arx, and 1is trus today of Stalin who,
gs we will se2 in the next ssction, even discovers
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Izn! Of course they arz not ad-

gorors
mitted as errors which affect the fundamenfal orinciples
of the dootrine-but'only as miscalculations based on
conditions sxisting at the time of their formulation,

winich conditions were not sufficiently mature to offer

a completely accurats dlagnosis of the diseases affecting

the soclal body.

Ienin made a practical apolication of class truth
in organizing for the revolution. He insisted upon the

need of a small, well-knit, compact group of professional

k2

revolutionists who, under his direction, drank déeply
at the well of proletarian wisdom and, imbued with real
proletarian consciousness, procesded to orzanize the

masces for the overthrow of the government of the Tsar
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§ gnd ol the sacesedin: crovisiconal covernment ol derensay.
A The only thinz Larxist about the vevolution was the rame

and, had Lenin never heard of larx, under the same con- :
ditions he probably would have been able to accomnlish

the sene results because, thou-h one may doubt of his

¥urxism, there is little doubt of his revolutionary

genius. Lenin saw that hils country was ripe for a revolu-

peihia
e -

tion and he was unwilling to trust 1ts possibility to
less capadle hands than his own and those of hls pro-
fessional revolitionaries.(l) Lenin’'s successful revolu=-
tion is a tozibuss to his feresight and a striking 1l11-
ustration of the important role of personality and
imponderables in history. Had his dynamlc personel o
leadersinip been lacking at the critical moment or had

the Kerensky government possessed more capable leaders

1t is more than probable that the entire history of

Russia since the Revolution would have followed a different

course. Russia was in a state of ferment, at the cross-

roads. The direction she would take depended upon human

factors not productive forces. A famous train trip, daring

-

(1) Stressing the fact that there 1s a difference between
his "organifaSion of revolutionists™ and the "organieation
of the workers™ Lenin says, " I had in mind an organigation
of revolutionists as an essential factor in "making" the
political revolution...the organisations of revolutionists
must be comprised first and foremost of people whose pro- -

fsssion is that or revolutionists...As this is the common '(“’L
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bling on the psrt of Lenin, ragitabion and cneertuain

.among the leadérs of the provisional governaent and
Russia was delivered into the hands of the communists. ‘ -
Only a few years later Germany.was in a similar‘state

of ferment and the dynamic personality of snother Leader,
assisted by-an elite, snatched her from the outstretched

hands of the comnunists.(1l) In both cases, as ln many

Feature of the members of sueh an orzanisation, all dis-
tinctions as betwsen workers and inteliecbtuals, and cer-
tainly distinctions oF trade and profession, must e drop-
ned.t Tenin, V. What 1is to be Done?, L.L.L., Vol., 4

pp. 105-106 ff. CF. Rastman, M. op cit., P. 218 ff., for

g commentary on this idea. ,

(1) "The rise of Nazi-isu is, indeed, a complete refuta-
tion of the Marxist theory that Communism will inevitably
develop from the incressing misery of the working classes.
The collapse of the mark ruined the middle classes in
Germany, and produced among the working classes that :
Mmass misery, slavery and degradation® which. Marx regarded 3
as the inevitable preparation for Communism. The Communists L5y
controlled gbout a third of the votes in pre-Hitler Ger- -
many. Communism failed to capture Germany not because

the communists were weak, but because the Communis®
legdershlp was contemptible and because -the Communists
lacked the ruthless courage of the Nazis. The inltiative,
fanaticism and violence of the individual triumphed over
the hesitations and timidity of the massese...Lf men wers
1ittle more than machines, the Marxist predictlons would

no doubt have been fulfilled in Germany. Nevsr had con-
ditions seemed more favourable for a Comminist Revolution.",

Iunn, A., op. cit., Dp. 215

(X
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others, the sconomic conditilons combined with political,
social, religious and a thousand other cross currents
to set the stage for what was, 1n those cases,the uvlti-

rately determining factor - humen perscnality.

Lenin's trivmph confirmed the truth of his theory
df the necessity of an elite and since his Jday the Comn=- i
munist Party has retained the same basiq structure and E;
chsrscrerictics - asn exclusive, cless-ccnsclous, poli-
ticelly cunning, powerful crgarization exercising ab-
cclute consrol over the lives of millions of peonle as
Russis plays the role of guinea pig for the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat. i
- Section 4 - Dictatorship of the Proletarlat - :
- Fget and Fictlon - g
Tet us briefly recall some of the main points of
the Dictatorship of the Proletariat as elaborated by Lenin

in State and Revolution which is bssed on the writings

of Engels and Marx, particula?ly on the latter's descrip-
tion of the famous Parils Commune. According to theory,
the Dictatorship of the Proletariat is a new form of t
state, 'an instrument of organized violence in the hands

of the proletariet, o bludgeéﬁ which is employed to crush

the resistance of its enemies. It is a temporary organ- /“ﬁ

P
£

izetion which exlists during the period of socialism in
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parallsl withering awey of the stafte which wvll com-
pletély disappear with the coming of communism. Durlng ixf f
the period of socialism there is no exploitation of man Ti; w
by maﬁ because the means of production beléng to the .
sta£e; bureéucracy,'police and the standing army which

featured the bourgeols forms of state are to be replaced

by the active participation of all in the administration

f t state; all of“i ials are to be fu71v glective and

O
i
v}
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ubjéot to recall, their salaries being reduced 5o "work-
ingmen's wages," and all things are to'be'under>the lsader-
ship and control of the armed proletariét. Thus was to

be achieved what Ienin calls Marx's idea of a "Conscious,
démocratic proletarian centralism" in-éontrast to

"bourgeois, milltary, buresucratic centralism." (l)

This, in outline, 1is the theory. Now, what are the facts.

According to Lenin, the prqletarién state is no

“sooner constituted than it begins to wither away;(z)

(1) Lenin, V. State and Revolution, p. 46

(2) "...the proletariat, according to Marx, needs only
a state which is withering away, i.e., .a state which is
so constituted that it begins to wither away immediately, AL

and cannot but wither away." Ibid., p. 22 (Italics ours) : :
%, ,.this proletarian state will begin to wither away

immediately after its victory, because in a society with- s

out class antagonisms, the state is unnecessary gnd im- -
possible." Ibid., p. 25 (Italics ours)




-

“wie follows 10

lcally Irov She nabture of the state
which 1is always an instransnt of oppressioa of one class
against another. As the proletarist will immediately
begin to "ligaidate" its enemles, there will be a paral-
1el decreass in the zmount of opposition offered as a
result of class antagonisas. Has this taken place in

Russia?

) %&f

The snswer is most definitely in the negative.

E Ter fron witherinsz away,.the state has oecomne the
greatest Leviathan ¥nown to history. State absolatism
has been carried to the greatest possible lengths and
is increasing rather than decreasing.(l) Never has the L
famous aphorism, "L'Etat, c'est moi," been more con-

croetely exemplified than in the person of Stalin who

(1) The explanation of the phenomenal growth of the
state is explained very simply by the Leader and his
associates - the state doesn't wither away until the
higher stage of communism. This 1s of course a new
theory and it is freely admitted that Marx and Tenln
both had erred, Witness the words of Vyshinsky,
"Tenin had shared the idea of the withering away of
the State. But Stalin introduced a correction and
proved that, under Socialism, the State had to be re- i
enforced. In consequence, laws must also persist and e
become socislist. Everywhere in the world those in kf
power violate the law and individual rights. There G
is only one country, where, like pure gold, justice 1is

sparkling, that _is the USSR." Timasheff,N., Thé, Great

Retreat, pp. 255-256. S
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has complate and unlimited poviers.(l) The parsicipa-
tion of the people in .the administrations:of the state
15 a mers phrase, the right of suffrage is the right
of fhe ruober §tamp -.%the privilege of manifesting
approval of the candidgtes seleéted by Stalin 'and” the
inner ciréle."AcQQfding to Chamberlin, for many years

-

" fied, personalltys’ He hds ‘around him'a rew advisor

(1Y According to Nicholas Timasheff, "Since 1929,
more and more often this man (Stalins has been called
the Leader., To him all possible perfections are as-
cribed. He is the Wise, the Good, the Almighty. He

is the Father of the Peoples of the Soviet Union, the
Head of the World Proletariat, the Generalissimo of

" Humanity. He is the first specialist in every branch
of knowledge...His actual power is limited by mothing,
He is the legislator. Nothing could become law which
did not conform with his views; on the other hand, his
will if expressed, in a generalized form, is the law.
No law in force limits his power; without répealing it,
~he can transgress it or order that it be transgressed
by others...All the officers of the State depend upon
~him. He appoints them or allows them to.be appointed
by his henchmen, shifts them from one position to anothenr,
‘or dismisses them, In so doing he can disregard the
-decisions or desird ny corporate; body: or.any.spe

f sany corporat

" But the members“of _ _ iEirelyTon - himy::
moreover,. he is not obliged to ask them for advice; he
can take "advice friom anyone he wants to consulty or
from nobody; he is free to act in accordance with the
advice received, or to ignore it. It 1s obvious that
the power of the Leader goes much further than that of
"a Russian Emperor, .even-before the Constitubtional Reform
of 1905-06." The Gréat Retreat, pp. 84-86 "The party
core 1s divided into various gradations. The authority
of the leader is indisputed, being far above that once
enjoyed by Ienin., The scope of his power is unlimited,
being much greater than that wielded by an Russian tsar.®
Dallin, op. cit., p. 228, Chamberlin speaks of the pos-
session 1n the hands "of. one man of a power superior to E
that enjoyed by any modern tsar, a power without limits, in -
no way controlled by any political or economic factor. " . .°
Oprcit., P. 194 Cf. Gilde, A., Return from the U.S.5.R.,
Trans. from the French by DoroThy Bussy, De 29




- 319 -

;n observer of Russian affailrs, the right to vote 1is
inconsequential in regard to the exercise of one's
cholce of candidates for offilce but it is important

for certain civil rights - -such as social insurance, and
employment, As he puts it, "It is no great loss to be
déprived of the right to vote in an election where there
is only one 1ist‘of candidates for{ﬁhom ohe may vote , ;l:}
but disenfranchisement entalls certaiﬁ disedvantages |

of the practilcal order."(1)

This burlesque of the right of éuffrage is an-
other practical application of class truth. Only the

enTightened elite is qualified to select the candldates

worthy of the. confidence of the people, or nmore realisti-

cally, candldates absolutely devoted to the party line.

A1l dec;siong_come.from above and once the high command

only "10 000 to 15,000 comprise the hearb of the Russian
- Communist party. These constitute the resl party." (2)

This heart of the party is_in'turn subject to the Polit-
bureau, consisting of fpurteen'members (nine members and

five “candidates"), the real brain of the party which

@) Chamberlin, W.H., op. Cit., pp 187-881
(2) Dallln, op. c¢it., D. 227
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Lenin's days. (1) 1In fact, even the power end. influence

of this select group declined somewhat for we find that

gt the outbreal of the war it was the Ferty Secretariat,

consigting of four men, ernong them Stalin which pla ed

the part of the Cabinet." (2)

Since'the'theoretical'eleotion of officials by

tia rnen,ls prolected by Lenin hes in reslity become th

selecticn of officials Ly the party lesders, the pro-

O..

[xyd

letarien state, in accoré with sSneory, has elinirate

one of the detesteble features of bourgeols states - de-
ciding "once every few years which member of the ruling

class is to repress and oppress the people." (3) 1In

' Russia this is no longer a problem which the people wmust:

de010e. The prohlem is decwded for them and all they
have to do 1s approve and accept the decree handed down

by Stalin and his intimates. This aspect of Russian

(I "Ibic., p 228
(2) Timasheff, ope. cit., p. 87
(3) Tenin, V. State snd Revolubion, p. 40
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“ife it so patent that even enthusiasts Qe b it
Treelv, if & mewhat regresfully.  For exa ple, Tice

had to admit the direction of all things frow above.

what ig wanted now 1s compliearce, conforyiisn,
hat is desired end dewsnied 1is grprovel of

all that is done ir the U.S.S.R.; and an

attempt is being made to obtaln an approval

that 1s not mere resignation, but a sincere,

an enthusiastic approvale. What 1s more astound~
ing is that this attempt is successful. On the
osher heand, the snellest protest, the least
criticism, is liakle tc the severest perslties,
gnd ir rTect is 1 tubely stifled., AnG I

dcuit wiwether in trer country in thne world
e oo bought 1 e, mcre bovwel cdown, more

(

- 3 3
fegrful t ed), more vescalized. (1
3 s

Lerin remarks in one passage that "for a certein

time...even the bourgeoils state remains under Communism."(2)

Tn this he was certainly right but he forgot to add,
"ond it bLecomes increasingly bourgeoisified" because
thet is just what kas happened to the state in 3ussiao
This is clear if we recall that, for Marx and'Lenin,
three of the outstanding features of the bourgeols staté
are the police, the standing arny and bureaucracy. What

1s their role and function in Russie?

Russia can justly lay claim to possessing the most

-

(1) Gide, op. cite., D« 42 .o
(2) Lerir, V., State and Revcluticn, p. 82
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?etfecﬁ poLice system in the worid in bhe senge thab
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the police ig an instrumeny CI ODPr&ESELan sna Lerioits

The political police organization,.NKVD, (formerly
Chela or OGPU), is perﬁaps the most hated and feared
grovp in the Soviet Union. Operatirg a vast nebtwork

of esrpionsge, it 1s supvorted by an army - diétinct
from the military srmy - which probably exceeds 250,000.

The administrative perscnnel 1s for the most part made

up of tried and true merhers of the party absclutely

icwel =nd proletarisn-conscicus. There ig no one 1in
Russie, save perhars Stalin nimself, who iszexenpt from

its authority. It exercises the offices of police,
judge, jury and executicner and the brutality of its
methods form one of the'most shameful pages of the_cémf_
munist experiment. Struck by the broad field of its

gctivities, Duranty made this observation.

What strikes me as the gravest defect of the Soviet.
system is the "confusion," or the duplication of

the authority which makes the arrest, does the
examining and the judging. People aré arrested

and held in prison by the GP without any right

to see a lawyer, without any habeas corpus and
without any sort of publicity. They are examined

by cfficials of the GPU who demand their con-
fession. Finally, they go on trigl befcre sa _
tribunal, the judge and prosecuting attorney of
which are so closely linked with the GPU that 1t
is difficult to distirguish them from it. And
then, 1f they sre ccndemned, they are executed by
the GPT. (1)

.

"{1) Duranty, W., The Kremlin and the People, p. 41, guoted
in Charberlin, op. cits, Do 261l. As Dallin significantly
remgrlts, "Bureaucracy and its red tape exist in other
spheres of the rezine bubt not in KEVD." or. cit., pe 240




tc inforn the MNEKVD of anything he mey s€e op heer
may be of possitle interest. Even susplcion of neg-
ligence on this matter is fraught with grave Cangzer.

In a<diticn to the party mewbers there are thousands

of voluntery and involuntary inforrers who infiltrate
every sphere of 1ife; voluntary inforwmers, seeging
party‘favor, privileges, morey or revencge; involuntary
irfer-ers, thoss o have run afoul of tke IEVD tut sare

~

glloved to go free c¢n conditicn thet they will DenTory
trre office cf spisc. Irn tnis wey the threat of YNiVD
action 1s like a sword of Damocles suspended over the
heads of all the people, party wmembers and othepwise.
Universal suspicion and distrust reigns supreme and

any counter-revolutionary movements are nipped in the

bud. (1)

NKVD organizes and directs all the famous"purges",
both in the army and among the civilien populaticn. (2)
Even the organization's members indulge in mutual espion-

age as 1s evidenced from the fact that the institution

(1) Cf. Dallin, Op. cit., pPp. 239-44; Timasheff, op. cit.,
ppo 92"'3 . . ‘

(2) For the purges, ses Chawberlin, op. cit., pp. 255-78;
Dallin, op. cit., pp. 220-25; ses also Koestler, ..,
Darkness at Noon for an sxcellent interpretation of theme.
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Yo one, howewver, has wore effectively uced the purge
than Stelin himself. By this meuns-he has - succescsfully
le thrests to his sbsolute suthority.

id previcusly that class-conscicusness was some

removed any possid
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sort of special charisma, en intulticn of the elect.
Evidently, it is easily lost because almost all of

Tenin's intimstes in time fell from'grace.' The secular

spirit, it ssems, slso breathes where he will, and the
suirit in this cgcse is the cne whio haupens tc be the
strongest. (1)

It was Leninks proud boast and hope that the army

(1) "of those who directed the first phase of the-
Russian Revolution, and who organized the persecution,
religious gnd seculer, two st111 survive. 'The list of

those shot,! writes {ax Eastman, 'or who shot themselves,

or who were named as implicated with the victims, com-
prises - with a single exceptlon - every ons of the
eminent Bolsheviks who sat with Stalin around the
council-table of Lenin: Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev,
Rykov, Bukharin, Radek, Sokolnikov, Platakov (mentioned
in Ienin's Testament as among the ablest), Yevdokimov,
Smirov (once known &s 'The Lenin of Siberis'), Tomsky

. (head of the Federation of Lebour), Serebriakcv
(Stalin's predecessor as secretary of the party), and
several others only a little less eminent.! " ZIunn, -
op, clt., p. 155, The quotation of Eastman is from

his erticle, The End of Socilslism in Russis, in Harper's
Magazire, February, 1937, p. 313. TLunn's comment on
~this situation is werth notirg, "Ten Judsses out of
twelve 1s e rsther high proportion fcr a new religion,"

. —
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“po pericd of the Tictatcrsnip was to te molelled
on the "pecple's wilitia" of the Peris Comrmune, an

army not distinguished from the people by ranks or
privileges. This has never actually cowe to prass ex-
cert perhizps fcr a very stort period in the early days
of the existence of the Red Army. For a brief space of
time there was littIe distinctlon between offioers and
men; decorations, special aﬁards, shoulder bars, etc.,
were practicelly non-existent. Officers and men shared
the same quarters and in general lived together. This
condition couldnot endure, however, in view of the fact
that the Party had to have absolute ccntrol of the army
wﬁicb always represents a threat to the power of the
political leaders. By placing party members in the
posts of direction and utilizing the NXVD the army has
become the tool of.the party but at the same time there
has been an lncreasing return of all the distinctions
between offlcers and men; decorations ﬁave been restored
and all the anéient military traditions revived so-that,
in the last analySis, "as many of the other egalitarian
ideas of Lenin, this dream of an army where there would

be no distinction betwéen officer and soldier, save in

knowledge and etility, has had to give way to reality." (1)

(1) Chamberlin, op. cit., p. 285

g.
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In bthe =watter c¢i bures- crecy nus
pelm tc no bourgecils stane in the world The enormsus
adnminstrative network of Russian economy has crested an
ever increas*ng army of bureaucrats whose growth out-
distences thet of any other group. (1) Time anrd gair
efforts kave been made to reduce the number of en-
ployees and dlrectors ‘but all shakeups and readguctments
have only resulted in a further increase. Lenin said
that the capitalist systenm had reduced evervtpwnc to
such a simplification that anyone who could read and

e

our rules of asrithmetic

-y

could fulrill the chief functions of the capitalist ays- i
tem = accounting and control. His words must have im? o r
prescsed the people of Russia beczuse no country in the
world has "such a large aruy of bookkeepers and stat-

istician ss has Russia...The bookksepers are divided

T mmf e ERATEE 6

into ranks like army menj; there are chief bookkeepérs,
senior bookkeepérs; just plain bookkeepers and keeperé

of accounts. The statisticians too comprise several

(1) Dallin, op. cit., pe. 126; Von Mises, Bunipotent
Government, p. 56. The tern"bureaucrat=" is somewhat

akin to—"wbite‘collar workers" and includes government
employees not engaged as industrial workers, tradesmen,
salesmen,lagents; middlemen, members of the liberal
rrofessions, engineers, parliamentarians, etc., and
thus closely resembles Marx's petty bourgeoisie.
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divosione. (1) Zy 1241 sie runter incluled in this
modern Geargantua had reacined tihe stasggeriayg totel of
between 12,000,000anrd 13,000,000, or 17.5 per cent of
the working population. (2) iloreover, it is guite
clear thet, contrery tc Lenin's precdiction, these
functions were not stripped of "every shadow of priv-
ilege, every appearance of tofficial grandeur', (3)
when we note that the government was forced to take
_steps asslinst the heavy influx of industrial workers

into thece vositions becezse the vrocecess cf production

O
o0

1y

itself was veginning to suifer. rinally, while tnere
are a number of former industrial workers in the group,
by far the vast majority of the government employees
are the old petty bourgeoisie and intelligentsla and
today this class represents the new intelligentsia of

Russiae

It may be said that, according to theorﬁ, the
effect of the rule of Stalin has been the abolition
of classes. True to the diaslectic, however, and con-
trary to theory, has been the emérgence of classes.

Consequently, the existence of a classless scciety in

allin, op. cit., p. 133
Ibid., pp. 126=27
Lenin, V., State and Revolution, p. 38
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Russia is ar illusicn end co getent observers and

scciologzists note that, in general, the Tollow:ng is
the class structure of present dey Russia. At the
summit of the social pyramid are the menkers of the
ruling class. Closely linked to them are the mewmbers

of the new intelligentsia; below this class come the

Careamimese + o He SR T i e o

workers, then the peasants and finally the disenfranchised

among whom one numbers the untold milllons who are
memoers of a_special‘cetegory-~ forced labor. (1) Be=
tween and within the classes, privileges and incomes
are widely disparate, a ¢ondition which gives = hollow
ring to the enthusiestic proclamations of Lenin_that

there would be a "reduction of the remuneration of all

servants of the state to "workingmen's wages" (2) and

‘"gll_oitizens...ehould work equally..(and...should re-
ceive equal pay." (3)’ Lenin returns again and again.
..to the idea that all offioials, without exception, must
receive only "workingmeh's wages","the usual werkers
wage", "no higher weges than "workingmen's wages".!
Conditions'have.hot improvea since 1937 and as far

’

back as that Chamberlin observed that

(1) For the facts on forced lzbor ses Dall
pPp. 186-213: Dallin, D. J. and Boris i
FPorced Laebor in Soviet Ruscsia

(2) Lenin, V., State and Revolution, pp. 38, 43, 44.
(3) Ibid., p. 83

3
ko‘aevsky,

in, op. cit.,
c
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sbete oOfJ1cigls wrd inCastrisl erec.
earnings exceed those of the oroinary workers in
oroportion of ten to one., The spread in wages
between the skilled ard unskilled workers is
ircreasing. (1)

- Marx Criticizes Stalin -

It 1s somewhat ironical that Marx's doctrines are
the dogmas of a regime which not only ecuals but sur-

casses the riror of the TFrussien regimne against wihlch

izisme. Concsecusntly, tc end tinls sectlon, it mi.nt s
interesting to note some extracts from lMarx's criticism

of the Prussian censorship.

According to the 125th article of the Constitution

(1) Chamberlin, W.H., & False Utopia, p. 62; Dallin, op.
cit., p. 98, gives a summary of lncome distribution, and

"Chamberlin sums up the whole situation very well when he

says, "The Soviet bureaucracy is constently improving

its material position by comparison with the "proletariat",

the theoretical sovereign of the country...The dictator-
ship of the prcletarist has never been anything but a
play with vwords, an unreal and unrealizable coricepticn;
and now it becomes increasingly clear that the true
beneficiary of the Russian Revolution is not themanual
vorking claess as a whole, but the wmilitary, police,
political and economic bureaucracy that is firme en=
trenched in the seats of power. Some of the members of
this burssucrascy are ex-worxers and scme are not. But
none of them will ever work with their hands again so
long as the present regime survives, Ibid., p. 246=~7
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the T.3.8.R. the people are guaranteed freedom of
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N
oy

speech, fﬁeedom of the press, freedom of assembly, in-
cluding the holding of mass meetings ané freedom of
street processions and demonstrations. "These civil

‘
rights are ensured by placing at the disposal of the
~working people and their organizations-priﬁtiﬁg presses,
stocks of paper, public buildings, the streets, commun-
ications facilities and othser meterial ESQuisites'for
the ezercise of these pizhts. (1) On the face of it
one could herdly hope for a more democrztic policy on
thé part of the government in this matter. in actual
fact, howeﬁer, the words mean nothing except that the
party, the fanguard of the working class, has full con-
tfol over the‘press, speeéh and méetings. The only
freedom that the people have 1is the freédom to conform

to party'dictates,'to write, print and demonstrate for

those things determined in advance by the party. (2)

(1) Constitution of the U.S.S.R., Chapter X.

"(2) Timasheff, op. cit., pp. 763 965 99. Speaking &
these so-called freedoms Chamberlin says'that they can
scarcsly be taken seriously. "No individual has the
authorization to publish an newspaper or veview. Any
_editor who would -presume to criticize an act, political
Zesture or personal trais of Lenin would disappear as.
guickly as a flash of lightning and would undoubtedly
roveal himself as a choics subject for a mental exam-
ination. WNo reunion, no assembly, no strest demonstra=-
- tion takes place unless inspired and directed by the
 dominating party." L'Enigme Russs, p. 192 '
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artinle which resd, "In cuuioroity with the Inberssts

of the working psople, end in order to strengthen the
soclalist system, the citizens of the U.S.5.R. arse
msranteed by law: ete.” The only ones who know the
real interests of the people, who know what should be
done to strengthen the scclalist system are Stalin and
his associates.- They decide what shall be printed and

By whom., The wordg of Von i‘isss that within a soclalist

i

Fa]
r Ires

p
0

om ars certainly
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conmunisy thers is no 200N i

There can be no freedom of the press where the
government owns svery printing office...There can
be neither freedom of conscience nor of speech
whers the government nas the powsr %o remove any
opponent to a climgte which 1s detrimental to

his health, or to assign him dutles which surpsass
nis strength and ruin him both physically and
intellectually. In a socilalist community the
individual citizen can have no more freedon

than a soldiler in the army or an inmate &H an
orphanage. (1) . - ) )

Marx passionately denounced the Prussian censor=-
ship of his day because 1t denied the freedom of the
spirit, the right to write and say that which one pleases.

As such, censorship is so fundamental a vice that no law

(1) Von iiisss, Omnipotent Jo-ernment, pp. 51-52
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41 snabion, he as'ts if 1t 3 ry to ©
tandard of trutn that which the government decrees

and repliss that such s&ems %o be the cass when censor-

L
(&)

o b
=

ship exlsts. 3Such a position, he declarss, is ghsoc-
lutely absurd. (2) any people today would he of the
same opinion as Marx in regard to the no less absurd

idea of Mclass truth". The suppression of freedom of :

shonzht enzenders, according to the abtbacking Zarx, the

sost drzadful terrorism - the jurisdiction of sushicion, (3)
shich imaedistely arings vo mind the XINVD and the »arzes,

people liv;ng in morual terror of oelng suspected of
any deviation from ube 'party line!. The actﬂVlties of
NKVD are forecash when Marx says that the regulation of
fresedom of thought mﬁst employ a means more revoliing
than the law of censorship itself - spies. (4) With a

" note of derision, Marx accuses the state of a lack of

confidence in its organization because 1t fears the iso-

lated opinion of the press whom 1t treats as a particular.(5)

(1) Warx, K., Remarques sur la Re*lementaulon de la Cen-
sure Prussienne in Oeuvres Philosophiques, Towe I, p. 123
(2) Ivid., po. 129 : .

(3) Ibid., p. 140

(4) Ibid., p. 142

r

(8) Ibid., p. 145
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Ters arx toaches upon a faniazental fact of <overn-
ment. It is only a zovernment which rests upon liberty
and just laws which can perait genuine freedom of the
press, speech and criticism. A government which is
.founded upon force and arbitrary decree will always
curtall these fundamental rights, and necessarlly so,
in order to gusard 1its very exlstence. Finally, Marx
ends his tirade with words which undoubtedly have been
echoed silently many times ocver within more than one
nunan breast in Russisg during the last two or three
decades. In a final outburst of emotion, Marx yearns
for "the rare happiness of the times where it is per-

missible to feel what you wish and to say what you

feel. " (1)

There are few who would not subscribe to most of
these judgmentS of Marx and they are a fitting indict-
ment of the present Soviet reglme. Moreover, it 1is
quite true that soms of the criticisms offered by the
communists in countries such as the United 3States ang
Great Britain may be just and reasonable. What is con-
temptible and céndemnable, however, 1s the approbation

of the same vices_when they exist in Russia. By a

(1) Ivid., p. 161

s .
Eedea. .

o



B

b cat A Y E ke ihe G

SR DT R T i et R, ik s 3t bt e B v S ik

z35) is not inspired by & deslre to sscure

nf values (if one considers

- S'J‘:.‘ -
stranse diglseotlc, VIS heoones viobtuwe wign La® LS
loouing tnrough red-colort ed zlassss. wahen the coamanists,
thersfore, defend the rights of man, their passion and
e these ri:zhts

in She name of man bub by 18 hope of rsvolablon, 0F
the lust for power to be qcquired and despotically
employed in the name of Meollective man'. Though Marx

and his followers undoubtedly employ a double standard:

ments are rigidly unitary,dased on a single criterion -
all things that further the class struggle and the ul-

timats triumph of- the proletariat ére justifiable, good

[=te

and moral. Thus, lying, fraud,vdeoeption are svil

when employed by anone against the communists out good
when employed by the latter to attaln thelr ends: In
the Soviet union, the 1ad1v1dual who would try to start
a strike woﬁld be Senounced as a criminal - and, in-
cidentally shot or condemned to fo;ced labor - .but the
same action in bourgeoils society_is(praisaﬁortby and

heroic

It is 1moossLb¢e to comofeneqd the 1nsaLfe able




«tﬁi}"g’;g i

s

- TV e 1)

-

assaontion o0 1n
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gliibility

arrocance and arbibtrgn

)

on the part of the commnist leaders as long as one

does not crnstantly keep in wmind the hasic psradox or

‘'

coatraliction anderlyins the entirs cormmanlst Zochrire.
e have already referred to it in speaking of "class
sputh" because this notion imnplies that whereas the

communists have relativized all ideolngies in accord

with Marx-"neels! Zoctrine of iZeoloay, they havs abso-

1atized treilr own ilecloxy and aniversalized thsir
t3aohiags.  Whebther or not llarx was corsclous of 1%,

a fact wnicn need not concern us here, the ultimats
source of this epistsmological prestidigitation may be
traced back to tﬁé-writings of Hegel. According to the
latter, at any particular stage of wor1d history, only
one nation is bearer of the world spirit, only one
nation is the dynamic force of wofld history. In the
face of this dominant nation, all other nations are
without ricghts, retrogressive, declining, or immaturg.(l)
WHarx transferred this idea to the proletariat, the

class which holds the future in 1ts hands, the orogress-

ive force in history agzainst which no other class or

(1) Hegel, G., Philosophy of Rizht, #347, p. 217
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Zroup can nave risntse Its objectivés, its crirciclies,
its Jjudgwents - forwmulated of course by llarx and the
Marxists of Russia - are supreme, infallibly correct,
~absolute. This.pseudo—mystical and crypto-logical con-
ception of iarx's proletariat is combined with a
secularized messianism whereby the proletarigt is des-
tined to draw paradise'from heaven to earth.as eternity
erupts into time and a new historical epoch gloriously
‘dawns. Consequentiy, no class, no léws, no mcral stand-
ards, in short, absolutely nothing can possibly be per-
-ro*fessi*e

&

nitted to inpede the forward march of the

rcj

class which, winning its way by force and destruction,
finds the Jjustific¢ation of its morals and the confirma-
tion of its truth in success, and will be so judged in

the highest tribunal of all - the éourt'of world history.
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