My Dear Professor,

Thank you for your 1little note.!;ﬂig5§péaightﬁﬁgd
me the latest news of'youg‘deseribing our plans for a to
I was glad to see him if_qp;y for the informatiqp;he;brou

and the family,

of assistance from you,

e

I explained this to Speaight.

not make his visit any less pleasantl'h**must'confESs;

puzzled mé a little:. he

impression that his call was a duty of politeness,.

I had not expected he would turn out so well, althouéhfl1haveﬁél”é&§fqé§ i
rected him as a hard and honest worker,. We shall?certainlyibeﬁgladfto have
is finally formed ~—- I sometimes : y o

him around here when he

of support, for one thing. There is another good man coming up in a year
nd you, although at presgqt'tpe~guthqrities,desp;ne-

or two whom I hope to se
him for sociology, )

I am still reading my two"éfticles'é'déy in hell's”éééﬁiﬁéléﬁdﬂ<eel I
will have no difficulty in persevering because I,haye,comg

cal

and

however i that he -
stayed only a short time, never replied much’
more thah "Quite, quite" to anything I.said and in~g9psral gave me the

le&#é;dghé&*éiven:

ur of: SiAmerica,
ght -about ‘you -

You should not send people to me, though, oﬁ‘éégaﬁﬁt of ﬁy
know very well 2 mmx decent‘ideaﬂneverﬁentered my.-head.

hopeﬁitgdidﬁ“‘;

e

of Fr;:Wildgen;'.

positivel “to
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‘Tondow, @ntar;‘n !

,

enjoy them and to feel they affect me.like a fine little daily dose of

best French prose and.a certain massive ‘solidity ag wéll., -~:And the ranking
- of the inclinations of.God's creatures‘in q.59, a.l,”is an extraordinary -

;'piece'ofjcondeﬁsationjé@dfsymmgtry(Almqst1g_poem;;i sense:that the
- ‘order of the sentences:seems it :0one “an’, image “of “order..o
- thiggs described).’ -

are matte: entirely within-

to be absent, although thes uman :control,

(Now I must turn to,composing;aylectu:e‘fgp}somefuhizg;sity_atdgents,on ,
fasthand reason. Do not think me ‘bold;. these things-‘are‘constantly being
‘thrust upon me. But ifiyuu'werelhere"wbuld_I“ever,pave_some[quegﬁ;ons
to ask you!) . R et LT S e

intellectual. tonic. channqt_help4ramarking‘againAtpat the Summa is some-. ™"
times great as sheer literature, ---*he' lst article of q.16, for ‘example, "
glves you a magnificent passage, with:all. the lucidity and ease of the '

N My,kindéétlhegardswt'iMrs. DeKoninck, and ‘agsure her of my‘prayers ..
for_a happy birth, -I..do hope. that “somehow’or other you will’ ot:be obliged.
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: Doar rather Durand;

%06 has been after me for over a voak. 'm- latter
1g written at her command. She wants Tommy to spend a month
in a good Catholic family, where he vill be odliged to speak .
Baglish. Besidss, the change of rilieu wvould do him muoh -
good. Do you know such a family? We will, of course, pay
his board. Tommy is now fiftsen years old and quite reasona-
ble. The important is that he should be kept dusy. Ke likes
reading and sports. Do you know of a family vhich woull bo— .
ready to take him in :rer tho nonth of Jnly? ) :

'l'hon there 1s Art!mr. Porhapu he conld €0 to the.
same family for the month of August. Arthur {s s rather dif-
ferent type -~ as you perhaps know. He is mechaniecally incli.
ned, and likes to do things with his hands. He too must be
kept dusy., He is a rather interuting 1ittle chn.p \m’t mugt
be\mthhod. ' ' L5 S

1t seems to me that I askod. you this sam favo\n' a
year or two ago, and that you kmev of no one at the time. .
But I'm not quite car.tain. and you may have made nev acquaintances.

T will be in Rurope for the month of August and most
of September, This fairly spoils my vacation, dut .l simply
had to accept the invitation. (One of the things Y shall mbes
ged regret most is the herring.catch, dut this, I'm afrald,

. you will not understand.) .

With best wiéhbi from us all,
Yours most cordially,
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. Quedes, May 12, 1950.

A3 not qunﬂﬁf~E§tB&Su9¥TE!dlov ses o} al gorb wam I
taonntontd mott miwier ym mogy To o yew ym fo ,envl Yo |
-} emafl 9110" oThigiis sndotser shantrourdsheeeslsarsedsWe would
famtt dadd } k8, Tangy 4a~Teisrn {a3shenfrmniganysodndyidshbeself would
ot sqod ?nﬂ°§h}95 DotteTycButabhens thave araetba"tyd)other. fol-~
lovs. separate QReskizveukid baofthsoplece for them
too. Ye would 1lke them to be away from the berinning‘of

oS BR-upkIlpalonliogbe A54R ef1dvgusbed 22V

;efrathron 1388 §hipk we take you for an egency. Once you know -
where you are to go for the Summer, perhaps the local pastor .
could suggest o family or two. 206 and T realize how aiffi.
cult it 1s to find the right environmant for them,

Aortsio™ ol aeI o
The

%as not been too geod for me. The tripa to
South America and Burope wers more fatiguing than ! had anti-
cipated. T missed the vacation. As a result 1 sav little

of the students, and am bYarely acquainted with the young Pa-
ther you sent us. He looks bright and asks sensible questicns.

According to present plens I will go to Rurope efter
the first two weeks of the Summer session, and should remain
there until mid-August. After spending two or three wecks
with my family here, I will leave again for Rome to attend
tha Thomistic Congress. It'a not a very pleasant life, but
the demands of the common good are exacting, Perhaps I could
sarve it better by astaying home «if I were s writer,

The editor of the weskly "Notre Tempe®™ has asked me
to write a briaf article en "lLe rayonnsment intellectuel dn
Canada, foyer de thomisme®. But I'm not the right person to
do this. Y do not think much of what 1s going on in Yontresl,
Ottawa or Toronto. On the other hand, I am much too involved
in the whole matter to say even a few eimple things such as;
"Jherens in many parts of the world it is now fashionable to
question the timeliness of St. Thomas, we consider him the
moat alive of all philosophers and theologians, perhaps Ve-
cauge wo go- to the trouble of studying his text, and take the

progguncements of the Church seriocusly,® Could you writs a
article on the subject? The editor wants no mors than
four double space typewritien pages.




Quebac, May 23, 1952.
evawls evad T Jfue? .32 ol eaw $ad?  .ooidsioopsA
al or0dT .nakpestcgeb yleme1dxe ennlicem esscdd Hnwott
et .noteamoplf euolwes 1ot v lnwivoqqo ns Teves
— girDearrPathemBurends: [ sevadod aotdlaoqqo nsolwrema
ovad I worsl yom voy 24 .edldeqys [Is Dos enitstd on
~Iotnt ove voYow Srdte: am kaldont ast Lo Ahat Hrhakten
1arev i o replyrdasto S aver hean{f¥om you mghlnllavios f
1109 g1a yordd antid Jtsal edd tuvods eod od smees dinxd
toxt nsoh hng oBaesel derdding extiramelyl vells bincs: her
«2aonctean operation lastt yeatriv Jrodaoty(whajdwsuoh tetbed than
she had bdeen during the last decade. This includes
teom aebeing wonernaughtypedg I that Lo poseidlh.
bosaY ma T qvod srwivel m 00 asey Yrev® .olitardtsn
vey LM .edlrShapamy @ doingaldl oieghth eduntdllddrdeht,
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tor bLeod) ead Arugethem cowhbsingyd Heét Rndfartputiodll spend
"~ this Summer in a military camp. I hope.i4iwillsdo them
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— sfigizhing bia:shétiorigue;4bis wearsand:vill start philo-
spphy intdbasPallit 00 a d2iw ,eetwsod Yo Smobriod

Narie-Chanlptts was ho: Montrsal2last veek for
a swimming compatition and came out second ~ one tenth
of a, second:bshind:4he first. She was the first in her
group. There wers.several groups taking their turn one
after the other. The final reselt was established dy a
comparison between the first of each group. Marie-Charlotte
thought:this was/notia very good system inasmuch as she
d4id not enjoy the stimulant of eeeing how fast she was
going with respect to the participante of the other groups.
But her father 1s still very proud of her since she s
after all much smaller than her competitors. Godelieve
and Maria have also been in the lead at the same game
during the whole year. '

. 0f course, I'm very sorry that you will not
attend the Universzity convention in Juns. I would have
asked you to revise wy paper ~— I will not have {t resdy
on time to send to you. Xolnail ia off to Furops foP the
Summer. I think that my ®ngliech instesd of impro¥wing
is slowly deteriorating.

Two years ago I attended what I think will have
been my last meeting of the American Catholic Philosophical
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Association. That was in St. Paul. I have alwvays
found these meetlngzs extremely depressing, There is
never an opportunity for serious discussion. The -
American opposition behaves li¥wiarighrpb¥:"plupdhrds —
no vraine and all appetite. As you may knov I have
ponhlwhys toitenteld thmtigedpl @Am bhtlcusbhy are intel-
lectually:the moptidfshomes tro® unbotuphlohe tonhivers:
truth seems to be about the last thing they are con-
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anidd ‘hothet darexehptwhstnfhcell withndticoncrabbstiyeunatances.,
gobulont aldl .ebsoedb dnal odd galtaub need bad eda
-dldead your L4ttle plecs éx nunnerysnovas most
cathartic. Bvery year on my lacture tour T am faced
Jtwithl the! mome ofii:the Eltuntivne yowdpedride. Did you
Ttev s@ver haverarfullodohksbs dahet aitho iz g olprm o diing
traqa flockingontbod s haktiidmyo mealicthat vay §Hwmld not.
madi obel Btwfabeogod 1 .qmad Yisdtllm o al <womewd aldd
al spmod? .2} tduch Alod yedd dswoddfle  boon emos
~0ltdg $1ain [{ThlerSummer 1! Ebpwstbrabddome! feallf1biitg —
‘herring, of course, with a 60 ftllehigodétst wiqee
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JBhone 87
August 19, 1952 -

Desar Professor,

Your letter of August 6 has reached me only now, I have
been out of London since June and can't seem to get my friends to heed
my appeals to send on my mail. My present post is 50 miles out, which
will handicap me a little in trying to make contact with your fellow-
countryman, but I will try to locate his chaplain and see what can be
done., The trouble is that the air-stattnn at London -- Crumlin, I suppose
-~ is (or was) too small to have a resident chaplain and so the boys
there have always been a bit neglected, according to report. There is
howsver a chaplain in this town with me and he will doubtless be able to
explain to me how the Crumlin place is. served.

I had not seen the article in Maclean's which you mentiop and
am therefore not able to grasp the point of all you say in your charming
little letter to the Editor. Apparently you have been accused ¢f
launching your speculations on a sea of beer, No great harm in that,
1 suppose, although I do find the habitual irresponsibility of so much
popular journalism hard to take. Those articles in Macleans' never
attempt to settle anyhting, nor explain anything, so that at the least
tney might try for accuracy.

I have not yet thanked you for the copy of the little work on
sobriety. It does not have the value of your other writings, of course,
but I can see how badly nezeded it was and hope that it will exert some
influence. It is a queer mad course some of those temperance societies
are emharked upon. Indeed, although I had heard somethinf of their rules,
T could scarcely believe they were seriously meant until 1 read your
painstaking discussion of them, Vhere does such pumitanism take its
origin anyhow? is it a kind of revival of Jansenism? Nothing seems to
me more remote from the normal French-Canadian character, which has a
sort of jolliness and vitality about it when you leave it alone.

I am sorry not to have come to Quebec this summer. Nothing would
have pleased me moee than to have been able to sit in your lecture-hall
again for a couple of weeks and to get some questions answered. I would
be there every summer if I was up to it. But the fact is that brother
Ass has not been worth a hang during the pasy year., Ny little infirmities
seem to multiply and I don't seem able to face a decent day's work. I have
been in such a state of nerves, in fact, that for months ,Icould hardly
do any serious rsading, and that is the limit. So the only course 1 could
follow this summer was to take things relatively easy in the hope of
getting myself into condition to face the coming year at our Seminary.

Not that they are hard on ms there, nor that the work is of an anxious
kind «=-- + simplv don't seem to have any resistance., Every microbe
tnat comes along seems to find me a choice vietim.

So I have passed this summer in looking after conntry parished
in the absence of their pastors, which allows me a good deal of fishing
etc. And lately I have recovered enough energy to begin work again
on something which I began to write about a year ago -- an article which
attemnts to see what can be done to have subjects in Catholic schools i
taught in such a way as to prevent religion from becoming only one |
such subject among others. This is not very well put, but what I mean is :




that it is one thing to put up a building in which to teach Catholic
children and quite another to achieve a true “hristian school. 1In
our part of the world we find ourselves under such pressure to keep
up to the standards of secular institutions that religion is simply
relegated to the status of one of the subjects on the curriculum, and not
the one which gets the most attention either. The result is that inside
the school there is found again the same evil which the school was built
to couteract -- the secularisation of culture: religion foreed into a
compartment, without influence on the rest of life,

It struck me that the remedy lay in a minfimum knowledze of philosphy
and theology which would enable a teacher to present a subject in such
a way that Christian children would come to see where it belonged in a
Christian life.and why it was asking so much of their time and attention.
I began with History and, as you might have been able to warn me, soon
found myself well over my head in the philosophy of history. However,
L have persevered and have now composed about 30 pages which I re-read
with many misgivings, I am afraid is is untrustworthy as speculation
and yet too difficult to km have that practical value for teachers
which I had hoped for.

Over and over again I find myself,in my preaching, teaching and
in the little writing which I do, spinning out the few precious principles
waich you got into my head during my stay in Quebec. You have a habit
~of calling them elements, I think, and it is a good word, because they
can be separated and re-combined in a hundred different uses., Let me also
add that I do not believe a person of my abilities could ever hope to
acquire such basic truths except by being taught them, T.S.Eliot has
a line which I remember only vaguely about™our world having lost wisdom
for knowledge, knowledge for information. Well, without doctrine there
dan be hardly any doctors: the modern professor is rarely doing anything
for you that you couldn't do for yourself. But you are one of the last
of the race of true teachers, my dear “harles, and long may you reign.
It was not until 1 had been with you for a few months that I began to sense
why it was that Plato would naver consent.-- according to the story --
to write down his lecture on the @ood. :

But T am being too long-winded. Wy kindest regards to the family.
I have seen Father Crunican lately and he gave me welcome news of your
wife and of all the kids,

Pincerely in Christ

2 Do
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October 1 (7?52)
My dear Professor,

I have been intending for some time to report.on your young

fellow-countryman, Robert van Draege. Upon returning to London
I found that he had been transfereed to Winnipeg. It appears that
the cadets are never longer than 6 weeks here in London. 1t is a.
sort of claaring house where they are tested for the various
posts held by an air-crew and are then sent on to other stations
for special training. Van Dreege is to be a navigator and so was
shipped to Air Navigation.School, RCAF Station, Winnipeg. That
is his address, although I suprose you will already have it.

In Winniped my only close acquaintance is the Archbishop,
a former colleague on the staff here and a character definitely
sympathique, but yet rendered a little unapproachable by high
ofTice, so that the best I can do for your friend now is to pray
that he has found friends somehow, The chaplain here tells me
that he will probably find “innipeg more satisfying, however, be-
cause he will have a great deal more to do. Perhaps their chief occup-
ation in Londan is just waiting around for the final assignment.

I must not fail to congratulate Marie-Charlotte on her swimming.
It is an ability that I envy. What with age and weariness the best

I can ¥magim manage now is a slow quarter of mile, with a good deal
of splashing and blowing. I had a ten-year old lad with me last ymax
summer at lake Huron on a few afternoons and he was away ahead in
speed and distance.

If you can find time to answer this note, will you be so kind
as to give a brief opinion on the following question. Two years ago
I took charge of our course here in nCosmology". What I have done so
far is to make a pretty close study of the De Principiis Naturae
with the addition of a little more material ™ on motion and quanvity .
Do you approve of that for the absolute beginner? Is there anything
better that I could do? ' '

( I tried to make use of Kocourek's translation but found it so
perversely wrong that I gave it up. My classs knows almost no Latin
and yet seem to find the Latin original no more obscure.)

My kind regards to the whole household

&l

3
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. Quebeo, October 7, 1952,

n 0g8 £inally wrote to me just a
He had'left London for Summersids,
ived my letter with consideradle
1tion Winnipeg. I hope you will
& to understand,

e:not. dared to look further 1ntd Xooourek's
n- ever since I read the first paragraph. So
about that too.

i Your practice {s an excellent one; the De prin-

‘ aturag is by far the best text for your purpose
.and that is presumably what St. Thomas had in mind when
cemposing it. 'But you are wise, too, in having some

“material ‘on motion and quantity. I woula recommend

Aristotlet omn- text on the definition of movement,
' You.could use St. Thomagt comnentary,

A nelu_ding;.notam sice XI, chapt. 9, lect 9, to prepare
ur leqture .

advise you to zive your students
mo-as vell, If you want, I could gsend
Robert Labrie's thesis on this subject.
riginal vork, but he has cleared up some
svan. the greater commentators, esuch as
a8, have erred — such ag the meaning
%.in.the definition of time. If all thig {is
ch,. you:might confine yourself to Jda Pars, q. 10,
vhich"is"at the 'same time on eternity and
But if ‘you bhave any unuauan& intelligent etudent .
-around, you may feel obliged study even John of §t, Thomas's

vo diep. on eternity == which 1g the most pro-
:found on' the sudject. '
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St. Peter's Beminary
Tondon - Tanada

November 29 1952
My ﬁear Professor,

Your little note with its kind offer to speak to-
our seminarians reached me a couple of days after your phnone
call but I have delayed replying until your itinerary should -
bring you to Notre Dame.

I could not help feeling ashamed that such an offer
should be necessary and was inclined at first to refuse it;
but later and better thoughts have shown me that if I were
a better Christian I would neither think it necessary to
apologize for the family in which I have been placed, nor to
put obstacles in the way of the sympathy add kindness of a
friend, So, if it can be worked, we shall have you address
our students, and it will be a fine blow in the good cause.

I say if it can be worked because, as you so well

‘taught me, our world is full of contingency and complications,

The point is that Mother St. Michael -- with whom every telephone
call is an endurance contest -- wanted our boys to go to hear
vou at the University. OShe needs their presence both for
financial support and £mx to help guarantee an audience. So

I apnroached the Rector for the necessary permission, which

he of course granted, as he would grant almost anything that

I might ask of him, It is a rather unusual permission, though,
since it entails a mass exodus in the evening, with change in
the hour of prayer etc., and an indefinite time for lights

out, Now, if he learns that you will speak in the house, he
may very naturally suggest that there is no need of this

other excursion, thus torpedoing poor Mother St. M!'s plans.

The university, you see, is about a mile and a half outside

the city. Once it closes at night and the buses cease to
entar its grounds, it becomes rather inaceess ible for people
who have no car, and sometimes not a pleasant trip in winter
even with a car. But Brescia is only a stone's throw away

and the Seminary about a mile or so. If follows that, if

a hall down-town were hired, the Brescia girls would be practically
cut off; while the choice of the University cuts off the
people in the city. Her wisest policy is the one she has
chosen., To use the Univeristy and to draw on her own house

and on the Seminary, while hoping for a sprinkling of
university people --- although, of course, these last may

turn out better than she thinks,

To be brief, my notion is to wait until all the
arrangements at the Univeristy are complete and it is an
azezrmkkxat undertaking beyond recall that our lads are
going there. I will then insinuate -- as the ‘rench say --
your offer to talk here, and hope for the best. If it
goes over, it will probably be more beneficial to confine
yourself to the theologians and to take a theological subject.
Such a choice will appear more practical and will enable

you, I think, to make a personal impression. It is hard
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for us to get used to the @& idea that a laymén can know anything
much about theology.

The word layman reminds me to mention that you will be the
second in 20 years to spend a night under this roof. A layman
at our table is unusual; a layman as guest for a few days
is practically unheaid of. This does not mean that there was
any hesitation over receiving you, nor that you have any reason
to expect anything but a kind and sincere welcome. It merely
illustrates again what I was trying to convey in my last letter
—-= that our attitude is that we are conducting a training school
for parish-priests, nor primarily an academic institution at’
all, so that the occasion for guests like yourself simply does
not arise. L

And in spite of all our limitations I feel sure we shall do
you good and 1ift your spirits. Because this is indeed a seminary
with all ths essentials present: friends living together like
the oila in Abraham's beard; a happy crowd of students, not too
big to handle; and the constant tacit assumption on the part of
a1l that the one thing that matters is to be a good, holy, N
sensible priest. I am glad you are coming, because a couple of :
days with us will show you as no explanation could do how
urgent it is to safeguard what we have,while we try patiently
and prudently to achieve what wz remains to be done.

The agenda of that curriculum conference has come to hand.
“ome of it sounds a bit screwy but, since it is to protect
them against screwiness that the London Board is sending me’ to
‘oronto, I can't very well complain, Anyhow it adjourns ¥onday
noon, so that I will be back in the afternoon at the zkkmsk
latest, and perhaps even in the morning.
Father Ring is to meet you at the airport,

Sincerely in Uhrist

& D
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February 8, 1953

¥y Dear Charles,

T have been very long indeed in getting around to this letter
but must plead almost constant press of work since the Christmas vac-
ation. : ’

My main purpaese is to tell you how much I enjoyed and profited
by your visit. Your lecture here made a great hit, particularly with
the rector, although it is hard to say how lasting the effect will
be. Anyhow he spoke at once of getting you to address the annual
conferesnce of our priests in the fall and you may be sure I will re-
mind him of it in due course, The prospect is not as bright, though,
as it would have been before the -accession of the present bishop.
The latter had prudence and magnanimity enough to confirm our recdor
as vicar-general, even though their opinions were sometimes at variance
during the years in which the former bishop was still alive but hardly
able to manage things, but he can hardly be expected to lean upon him
as his predecessor used to do, and I am not sure how a sugpestion about
that confersence of ours will be received. But you have struck a good blow
in the cause and have made it much easier for me to spread the propaganda
here. The great obstacle to be faced, of course, is not one against
which any weapons but those Pf prayer and patience can be expected to
prevail. As I have explained before, what has to be worn away or under-
minad is an habitual attitude of mind, a traditional concept of the
the good parish-priest, carrying with it a coneept of theology, not

" as a science, but as a sort of course in first-aid for souls. There

I am exaggerating a little, but I know you will understand.,

Putting all that aspect of the matter aside, let me say again
that it was a great joy to see you again and to have your conversation
for a couple Rz of days. Whethefi!“ian ever wangle an official invitation
to come for a lecture, please do consider yourself always welcome should
you want to zo to Delhi again, or merely pause to enlighten the mind
and warm the spirits of this disciple. Indeed, + will take it as a favour
if vou will do even this much -- let me know if you are ever passing
through London by train in either dir=ction. I will jump in and ride
with you as far as Windsor or *oronto and count myself fortunate. (Such
a trip could nearly always be made to fit in with some business in either
place anyhow). You have more to offer to your friends than intelligence.
Tt is vour warmz heart and simple fiaklx faith which do me good.

I am sending along a photo of a second Korean statue, one of the same
sroup before the tomb of the 16th VYentury king. I had hoped X=m also to
have a largsr version of the god of War but the fellow who took these
pistures has lost the negative temporarily and we must wait until he turns
it up again. The present specimen is supposed to be the god of Wisdom.
At first I thought it inferior in power to the other one, but now I am .
not so sure. If one recalls.the distinction betweemnthe practical and
the speculative, particularly as implying a totally different direction
of the mind in each case, ore begins to see what the sculptor was driving
at. The bull-nack and slightly bent head of the god of War, t ogther
with the position of the hands on the sword and the sombre gyes, convey
the impression of a great brooding intelligence, aimed like a weapon
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to dominate the field of action before it. WNow, the other figure
has an entirely different air, :Indeed it is extraordinary and perhaps
inexplicable how the artist has conveyed the impression that this
figure's spirit is not with us at all, but has withdrawn itself from
the body and its transiebd surroundings to give itself up to some remote
contemplation, Again, if the sculptor conceived of all wisdom as
partaking of the nature of mathematical science, the marked geometric
features of his design might be explained. I am struck by the symmetrical
triangles of the sleeves, collar, beard, and lines on the upper lip.
And %% is it absurd to find an approach to infinity sugpested in the
parallel lines of tha girdle, which are carried on upwards by the
parallelogram of the document held in the fingers? That stylised-
document is very effective, it seems to me, in detaching our eye from
the base of the statue, in lifting it upward toward the countenance
and in encoursging us to consider what lies behind that forehead
---- whereas, in the case of the god of War, wé are more concerned to
guess what is to come forth. _

I hope also to send you, when I am able to get hold of a second
- one2,a copy of the poems of Dylan lhomas, a modern Welsh poet. I am
determined that you shall see his work in the hope that we may meet
again at some time or other and that I may hear what you think of him,
He is a great favorite of mine, although * rarely understand what he is
driving at, because he seems so poetic a poet. The language of metaphor
is a native,unsought speech for him; and I have the ‘impression that,
however strange and new his work seems now, the day will come when it
will appear as lucid and traditional as that of any of the great poets
of the past. I will indicate in the copy I send the pieces which seem
to me to deserve particular attention, although it will not suprise me
if you disagree with my choices,

You are alwavs desperately busy while at home in Quebec, I know,
but I hope you can find time to just send me a couple of references
for the following problem, 'hen I finish the De Principiis with my
beginners in philosphy, I would like to go on, as you advised,with
something more thopough on motion, quantity and time. The references
yvou have already supplied on motion and time are quite sufficient
for my own abilities as well as those of the class, but I am badly stuck
over the problem of quantity. One or two of my lads are sharp enough
to put the question: Why must a composite of matter and form be corporeal
or have the accident of quantity? and that is something I have never
been able to answer. I have a certain passion for coherence and therefore
am reluctant to deal with quantity in itself before I .show ho-r it is
connected with what has gone before, In book VI of the Physics, it is
established that every mobile must be divisible, and perhaps this is the
proof I am looking for, although it seems to be in a queer place. To be
divisible surely means to possess quantity and so I think I could show
even my poor babes that quantity is bound to follow upon mobility. .
But, if that is the right line to take, what in hang does St. Thomas
mean by the motion which he says mmyXx is consequent only upon quantity
and the other accidents?(II, i1ii,5) First you have mobitity as demanding
quantity, then quantity as a necessary preliminary to mobility. If I had
to answer the difficulty on my own, my solution would be very simple indeed.
vatter, form and privation are the principles which make motion possible;
and anything xwif constituted by these principles must possess quamtity.
Actual motion, then, is always of a quantified object, and it is therefore
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"actual motion which St. Thomas has in mind when he speaks of motion as

necessarily consequent upon quantity and the other accidents.

I am sorry now to have written as-much as this about the thing
and did not intend to go so far when I began. Please resist the tempt-
ation to explain it all to me at length -—— I am not worth it —-- but ‘
Jjust indicate some passages I could mull over .

Father Ring told me the news of the happy arrival of your latsst
and I hope Zoe had an sasy time of it., Please offer her my kindest re-
gards. I must end my letter now, or it will be on my desk for days.

It is curious how busy life can become,with so little in the way of
visible accomplishment.
Best wishes and prayers

& il f




‘AN.INTERESTING VARIANT

of your story about’ the lady who had the misfortune to "dévisser le
nombril de son mari". (Do you remember?)

I passed on your yarn to a friend and he at once gave me this
curious Americanised version of it.

A young fellow had suffered from birth a curious deformity. In
place of his navel he seemed to have the head of a large bolt or screw.
His parents had taken him to a number of medical men during his child-
hood, but they could only marvel at the phenomenon without being able
to suggest any remedy. In due course he reached manhood and was drafted
into the army, His various postingscarried him finally Yo India. In
that country his attention was attracted by the exploits of those queer
religious figures, the fakirs and, finally, urged on by his comrades,
he brought to the attention of one of them the peculiar object in
the centre of his abdomen. The old fakir showed no trace of supprise
and observed that there was a very easy treatment for the thing if
the victim was annoyed by it. When asked what the treatment was,
his reply was "Moonlight", The young American was at first completely
baffled, but after further questioning, learned that the fakir simply
me ant what he said. All the sufferer had to do was to expose his
stomach to the full light of the moon and all would be well, -

So, upon the next night of full moon, the young soldier deciddd.
to give the thing a try and, standing in the full radiance of the
planet, he pulled up his shirt and let the light fall upon his
singular navel. Aftar about ten minutes, he tried the bolt with his
fingers and found to his astonishment that it was now a bit loose.

He thereupon sat down, ready now to give these potent rays a chance to
do their work properly, and lying back, allawed the light to fall
upon him for a full hour. When he tried the bolt again, he could unscrew
it easily and eventually, with a little click, it came right out
and there he was holding in triumphantly in his fingers.
But when he stood up his ass fell off,
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April 20, 1954
Dear Charles,

Thank ygu for the copy of your book. I have
begun to read the chapter on St. Joseph at once, since
you are going to rescue me in a difficulty I was in to
compose a lecture or two on him for the Pisters of St.
Jospph here. |

I must express again my regret that I cannot get
on with the task of revising the English version. There
is no choice for me but to satisfy the Bishop's demands
on my time before I tackle anything else. It is a pity,
since I do not believe it would take me very long to
finish your job.

Your book is a beautiful example of printing and
production and I am sure Aziz will be gratified at the
place assigned to his picture. It is certainly an
appropriate image for a great deal of what you are
teaching, not only about St. Joseph, but also about
the rehationship between our Lady and her Son,

¢ el

Faithfully in Christ




Quebec, May 5th, 1954,

Reverend Father Anthony Durand,
St. Peter's Seminar'y,

LONDON,

Ontario,

Dear Father Durand,

4 Here are the last pages of Miss Angeline
Bouchard's translation. Take a look at the last section of
the third Appendix of my book, begimnning page 214, ending
page 222, and see if it is worth including in the English
edition, If you do, I will have Miss Bouchard translated as
well :

Don't worry if you do not have the time
to revise these pages now. We are all subjedted to contingency,
and most of our life is spent waiting for the things we want °
to do or want done,

Spr:Lng has finally got me down., I must say
that in Canada it is the season I.like least of all, I spend !/
it in a state of fatigue and insomnia, not to mention how //
silly I feel and want to act. If I had someone near me as /
fundamentally irrational as myself, the custodian of the "blen
public" would take us straight off to Saint Michel Archange --

the local institution for such people,

: Philip Aziz's painting on the jacket of -
my book is a great success, from what I hear, Everyone thinis
that the combination of Fra Angelico and Aziz is a very .
felicitous one. So you may tell him that, Unlike philosophes,
who shouldt't give a damn, artists must be successful and
must know it too. It all helps the kind of madness they nesd
"to be good artist. ;

It is getting time I see you again, R
late June I am to attain a Symposium at Notre-Dame Univemsity.
If you are around at that time, I intend to make a stop sver
at London, preferably on my way back, which mean the vey
last days of June or the first of July. But, don't posttone
any fishing trip for that,

Cordially yours,

Gharles De Kopzek.,




P

St. Heter's O%Bminmtg B

London, Tanada

May 18, 1954
Dear Charles,

I am delighted to hear of the ppospect of a visit from you.
You are not very precise about dates, so that I have waited before
answering until-I was able to predict just what I would be doing
towards the end of the month. I will describe what lies ahead of me
and will then make vou an invitation which I hope you will be able to
accept,

On June 13 I have a sermon to give in Windeer, at the first Mass
o” ones of our young men. On the following day our annual retreat
begins, And, on the 2lst a second retreat, for the other half of the
clerygy. Hence, for the last two full weeks of June, that is, until
the 25th, the Seminary is packed with priests on retreat, and I will
be either making one myself or seeking hospitality myself (since
all rooms are commandeered). On June 26th I have undertaken to help
my brothar in his parish of Wingham, and every week-end thereafter
until Seotember, But now I come to the important date. On June
27 or early on the 28th, I move into a little cottage on the shore
of Lake Huron near Goderich, which I have rented for the summer. That
is 60 miles from London -- about an hour and a half by car., There
will be no one with me during the first week that I am to be there
and what I am hoping is that you may be able to stop off during
that time. It is a humble little abode; but there are two beds,
and the other necessities of existence. '

I am sure that you would enjoy the locality, and I will be glad
to come down to London to fetch you and also bring you back to your
train or plane. There is only this difficulty: that a visit to Delhi
would be rather mkfRkem¥k hard to work in, because Delhi lies south
at about the same distance as Goderich to the north, If you will get
out a map, vou will see what I mesan,

If, as you say, von are to pass through London during the very
last days of June or the first days 0f July, it should be possible

" for us to realise this little plan. Indeed, it looks like a provid-

ential coincidence since, as I mentioned above, there is to be no one
at all with me in the cottage during the time you mentioned.

(Lake Huron can be still quite cold at that season; but you have
plenty of insulation and will bear it better than I can).

hen you are able, please let me know whther Jou can make it.
Meantime, as you say, we are inextricably mired in contingency, and
must resign ourselves to constant changes in our prospects.

T have finished the job I was doing for the Bishop and am

-now rushing through exam papers, which must all be marked for Friday.

After that date, I hope to go back at your own MS. Meantime, please
give me a little time to answer your inquiry avpout the value of the
tast chapter. I must take another careful look at it.

Sinceraly in Christ

%/(Q




Quebec, May 25th, 1954,

Reverend Anthony Durand,
St. Peter's Seminary,
London, Canada,

Dear Fabher Durand, ~ o

It is now certain that I shall not join
you at your modest cotage, since the Symposium will end
only on July 2nd, and I will need all the last days of June
to fit my mind to the subject I promised to speak on, Yet I
would have enjoyed spending a couple of days with you in a
primitive-camp, showing off my gift for cooking =~ Lhe one
that. disciplined Boepka until she could fry the best steak
you ever ate. We also could have taken up again the subject
of fishing with fly, net, or dynamite and discussed the
unexcelled taste 68 fresh herring and fresh cod (especially
of the milt and the liver). Now this will have to wait.

But something that I am really worrying

‘is my book on Philosophy of Nature., I want to submit it to you

before forwarding it to the publisher. Without further delay

I will send you a few lessons of Book II of the Physics, with °

a résumé of what precedes. What I want is your opinion on my

mode of exposition, I hawen't bothered about the English, so

far, znd I'm not sending this first draft for corrections of

style. I want to know whether you, as a teacher of beginners

in Philosophy of Nature, believe it may be useful, as a first
approach, and fit to be put into the hands of BA students as

a text-book, ' :

For a final revision — I can't finish -
it until the beginning of September -~ I would like to hawe
you around, paying your trip. and board here until your Seminary
opens, as well as a reasonable honorarium, I'm afraid this

will be difficult for you. But I'm just trying., If you remember,

we can do a lot together in a very short time,.

Most cordially yours,

Charles De Koninck,
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August 20th, 1954,

Reverend Father Anthony Durand, :
St. Peter'e Semdnary, ::-: t:u pow om0 eliang Cpiy
London, Canada- D gw o p ner sl ond ny e Lgne

DBG;I‘ Father Durand, e ‘.“g P T 5 T S T

, L presume that you received the
sample of the work I'm doingi‘I-don't know whether anything
had been sent to you before, At any rate, I have decided
to use still another method,. I'm‘translating St, Thomas's
Comment. ary, which I will quote, in toto, together with
Aristotle's text. Nothing else will satisfy me -= not after
having used this method for twenty years.

But those pages- will give-yonwa»general
idea of the kind of enuclsation I want to make;'’and of the
kind of thing that I believe should be added in view of our
time and milieu, What you have, there, is fn no way final, I
hope send you, before you get here, a copy of the very first
lesson -- which, in my mind, is the most difficult inasmuch
a@s I don't know too well where to stop explaining certain
general points made by St. Thomas in the first four numbers,

I will be far from finished vhen you
come, but that does not matter. The whole thing is that I
will not be able to find my bearings until I have gone through
a8 few lessons with you, arranging them to your satisfection,
I need you for the inglish, but I need you even more inasmuch
as you are about the only person who appreciates, in actu si-
gnato, going from the magis notum to:the minus notum. Only
until I can satisfy you on this count will I feel sure that
I'm doing things right. Once I am reassured I can continue
by myself and then send you the rest as I go on. If, in the
end, we have to zet together again, and you can't come to
Cuebec, I'1l 2o to London. I now hope to finish by mid~October
but I would like to send in Book I before the end of September,

Your room will be ready at 44, Claire~
Fontaine St,, for the fourth of September and on. All your
conditions are accepted with gratitude, I'm afraid =~ and I'm




w”
-

. ¥.:not telling Boepkk — that the new method I decided upon

© . .t may not be as popular as a brief exposé might have been;

" ‘but then.no matter how badly I need to make money, I can't
‘make it my -first aim -- not when one has Aristotle (who

-"'had -plenty of dough) and St Thomas (who had no need of it)
"as masters,; to be kept alive,

“Vf?. So,'i'm expecting you on the fourth,

U S e Most cordially,
E: Charles De Koninck,




August 36, 195k

Dear Charles, '
As I passed through London on my way to ¥indsor, where I must

give tha pair of lectures which is delaying my arrival in Quebec, + found
your letter.

So far as I can make out, you are abandoniug the project of a simple
introduction to Natural Philosophy, and I am so diistressed by this decision
that T feel compelled to write down my reasons. I t is true that we are
to meet very soon, but I mm often inarticulate in conversation, and you
would interruot me with counter-objections anyway.

To me it is terrible that you should turn.away from the idea of a
simple text-book for beginners, since it is the thing the Church most
needs and which no one but you can give us. Philosophy, as you know
only too well, is in a parlous state in most of our schools. Its two
graat and closely related weaknesses are incoherence and miscellaneousness.
A1 our text-books and teacher are in the same plight: they have some hold
on a handful of notions, but they do not see what connexion there is between
them and so never produce anything that is in order. The cause of this
condition has offten been stated by you. These men are simply unaware of
the mystery and depth in the simple principles, and they don't know where
to start -- can't find the beginning. As a consequence Xhakxx there is-
a fatal cleavage between the learned heads of the post-grad. schools, and
the ordinary fellows like me, who are trying to prepare people for theol-
gy, or to give them the essentials of philosophy, The men who should be
leadin;; tha field are wasting their time in vague foundationless speculations,
o~ in meaninzless research. The men who are training the rank and file have
no tools and can never hope for any from the intellectuals.Our manuals are
not the work of our post-graduate schools, where the big-shots could not
possibly make a thing simple, and would consider such an enterprise beneath
them; they are the work of fifth-raters, for the most part, and are
little better than strings of lec*ure-notes.

There is no hope of changing the post-graduate schools by direct
attack. Our onlvy hope, it seems to me, is in a revolt from below. What
w2 need is a simples brief introduction to philosophy, and no one can do it
but vou. What we need is a book from which a student can get a taste of
wnat real ohilosophy is like, a book even he can understand, a book in which
he will be able to sense the power of simple ideas. The result would be that
he would be able to judge for himself when he heard or read the important
nonsense or lirectionless observations of the men of reputation, a book
which will make him rebel against the post-graduate school which he is
likely to attend. Before the big-shots get hold of him, he will know
that ¥ou have to pay close attention to simple things, that order is
everything, that it IS possible to put deep thoughts into plain language.

A Now a formal full-legth treatise, such as you now appear to have in
mind, will never do it: it will simply leave us where we were. A begimner
can't use it, nor can his teacher, The learned figures in the post-g.
schools will dismiss it as little vetter than a translation, and will assure
themselves that true scholars like themselves always consult the criginal
dccuments, which thev do not know how to read. In order to learn philosphy
a teacher is necessary, It can't be seized otherwise. The nearest thing
to a teacher is a good simple text book.




T am sure you have already praved over this piece of work and, if
your decision is the result of much thought and prayer, it is the only
one to follow, and I must accept it too. But, if you have not prayed
‘or prayed much, I hereby command you as a priest to get down on your
needs and beg Him to lead you to produce what His “hurch most needs,
and what will do most good for the cause of simple truth. Meanwhile
ple-se be sure of the help of my own poor prayers.

Well, this will be matter for argument between us when we meet,
but i+ is because I am so sure that I will be no match for you, that I get

in this first koxx broadside.

Sincerely in Christ
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