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CEDIPUS — son of Laius, kirig of Thebes, and of Jocasta, sister
of Creon, His father, having learnt from an oracle that he
was doomed to periﬁh gtvﬁhe hands of his oﬁn son, exposed
Oedipus on Mt. Cithaeron, immediately after his birth, with
his feet pierced and tied together. The child was found by a
shepherd of king Poiybus of Corinth, and was called from his
swollen feet Oedipus. Having been carried to the palace, the -

king reared him as his own child (sic); but when Oedipus had

grown up, he was told by the oracle at Delphi, which he had gone
to consult, that he was destined to.slay his father and éommit
incest with his mother. Thinking that Polybus was his father,

he was resolved not to return to Corinth; but on the road between

Delphivand Daulis he met Laius, whom he slew in a scuffle without

knowing that he was his fatherl? In the meantime the celebrated

Sphinx had appeared in the neighborhood of Thebes, Seated on a

rock, she put a riddle to every theban that passed by, and

whoever was unable to solve it was killed by the monster., This
calamity induced the Thebans to proclaim that whoever should
deliver the country of the Sphinx, should obtain the kingdom

and Jocasta as his wife. The riddle ran as follows: "A being

with L feet has 2 feet and 3 feet, and only one voiée; but its

feet vary and, when it has most, it is weakest." Oedipus solved
the riddle by saying that it was man, who in infancy crawls upon
all fours, in manhood stands erect upon 2 feet, and in old age

supports his tottering legs with a staff, The Sphinx thereupon




threw herself down from the rock. Oedipus now obtained the
kingdom of Thebes and married his mother, by whom he became
the father of Etiocles, Polynices, Antigone and Ismene. In
consequence of thi; iﬁc;étuous allignce, the country of Thebes
was visited by a plague. The oracle, on béing consulted, ordered
the the murderer oﬂ'Laius should be expelled; and the seer
Tiresias told Qedipus that he was the guilty man, Thereupon -
Jocasta humg herself and Oedipus put out his own eyes, and
wandered from Thebes, accompanied by his daughter Antigope.
In Attica he at length found a plgcg of refuge; and at Cblonus,
near Athens, the Eumenides removed him from the earth.

The tragic fate of Oedipus and of his children formed the
subject of many of the noblest of the Greek tragedies. — Among
these the first place must be assigned to the splendid trilogy

of Sophocles, Oedipus the King, Oedipus at Colonus, and the

Antigone.

(from Smith's Smaller Classicial Dictionary, London 1910,
pp. 364-5)




62 OEDIPE. — Votre douleur n'atteint qu'un &tre isolément.

et aucun autre; mon éme, elle, gémit sur Thdbes, sur moi,

sur tol tout & la fois. ZM ﬁo M&AM
ﬁ%ﬂmamd MWS

poma fo e shote ﬂlmmo%w

977  JOCASTE. — A quol sert & 1'homme de s'effrayer? Pour lui,
le hasard est le maltre souverain et il n'a le clair pres-

sentiment de rien. ILe mieux est de s'abandonner le plus qu'on

peixt a la Fortune. }V M%ﬁd@%iﬁm ey
W,/W ?Zm/ww,m%mj
’[/JMW al Lamdpm, , 40 I Ldw,

/

1076 OEDIPE. — Eclate ce qul voudra, mais mon origine, si

humble qu'elle soit, je persiste & vouloir la connaftre.
Celle-ci, sans doute, fidre comme une femme, rougit de ma
basse nalssance. Je m'estime, mol, fils de la Fortune bien-
faisante et je ne seral pas déshonoré. OQui, clest elle qui
est ma mére, et les années qui ont grandi avec moi m!ont
tantdt abaissd, tantdt exalté. Telle est mon origine, rien
ne peut la changer. Pourquoi renéncerai—je a découvrir ma

naissance?
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1186  LE CHOEUR. ~ Hélas! générations des mortels, comme votre
existence est & mes yeux Sgale au ndant! Quel hoxmne. a
connu d'autre bonheur.que celul qu'il imagine, pour retomber
dans 1'infortune aprds cette illugion? Avec ton destin
comme exemple, oul, avec ton destin, malheureux Qedipe, Jje

n'estime heureuse aucune vie des humainsg.

1213 LE CHORUR. — Il t'a découvert, malgré tol, le Temps qui

voit toute chose. %/wmaﬂ/ﬁ&%{/ ) MW/{QM
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