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SR ' January.e; 1238

Dear Cherles:-

: : Thank you for the copies of Revue Thomiste, contaning the
mHeflexions" and #he also the copy of the "Probleme", which I received
. since returning from New York. I dont believe I have a copy, however,
- of the first instelment of the "Reflexions", which, Ixpxesmmeyx I note,
. zppeared in the Revue for Smpk July-Sept 1957 I wonder if it would
be possible to secure a copy. I should like to- have the article
complete.
- At New York I met William Gorman, Miss Llncoln's protege
at the University of Torobto. He is much disappointed at the failure
of Maritain to be present at Toronto for the second semester of this
year, as he had anticipated. He wanted %o much to get M's course on
the PhllObO;hy of Science or Philosophy of Nature (I'm not sure which)
which ¥ vas expected to give. I told him that I was quite sure he
eould get as good or better from you if he could find a way to spend
a couple of months in Quebec doing intensive work with you. Hence I
gimsukx  shall write him giving him the =x references to the two instal-
ments of the article in the Revue, and would be grateful if you would
send him & copy of the "Brobleme", for the purpose of. allcing him. to
“see for himself the quality of your work end aqaurlng hlm that what I
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said about you was correct. i am guite sure that he can live as cheaply,
possibly more cheaply, in Quegec then in Toronto; and, being & graduate
student of high caliber, it ought to be easy for him ‘to meke such an
srrangement with the suthorities &t Toronto.’ ile is 8 former assicstant
of Adler's at Chicagh, and Dr Phelan, Pres of the Mediaeval Institute
at Toronto, says that he jg A-1, and thanked both Adler and myself for
sending him to Toronto. He is competent in French, I am ¢uite cure.
' ) You didnt miss much by not being in NY, tho I would have
been glad if you could have been there for the sake of confabbing
with Adler. On the other hand, the latter was so busy, NY being his
home ‘town, that it might have been g.fficult to hold him down. - The next
meeting is in Cincinnati. I wish they'd have & meeting some time in
Quebec. : S
: ' Gosh, I wish I knew enough French to translate your
articles into English and run them in some American publication. The
American Catholics need your stuff. The men in the Association rho
rezlly know St Thomas &are few and far between, and ‘the trouble is .
+that there are so many of them, like Sheen, who think. they know him.
How about huving somebne in Quebec, -- there must be someone who could
do ‘it and would have the time, -— put your stuff into English? I would
be glad to give any assigtence I could by way of zoing over it to check
the Englich rendering, if it would be ef any gservice to do so.
o Ocsterle is writing this week to Chateau Frontenac to see

if he cun land @ job there for next summer. As soon &s I see our Provincial

X "
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ourse next

I shall ask his permission to teke your c
y weak, and I havent had much
too, attractive to let

what he seys. But my French.is woefull
time to work at it. However, the prospect is

that stend in the way.

Best wishes for the New Year.

Gorman's address is William Gorman _
c¢/o St Michael's Collegé .

Toronto, Ontario .

" . i =

Phelan told me that he met you last fall in Quebec.

L1753

summer, and see

‘How did he impress Jot
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Dear Cherlsy:-

February 2, but I wont offer any excuses
‘deberminiem. I

interssted at
on to Langmuir
the occasion,

"Szint Thomas

advertises & tranc

UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT
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August 1, 1937

This is a fine time to be answering your interesting note of
Thank you for the references on
intend to take them up with a couple of students who are
the first opportunity. I've delayed so long sending anjthing
that I dont believe I shall do so now. He vouldnt remember
most 1likely. ,
I noted with interest what you said aboubt Sertillsnges!
D s the best symthesis of Thomism. Herder, St Louis,
ion of it by Anstruther, and I intend to get hold of
eommend it to utuﬂan s, besides reading it myself. T
h interested in your paper on determinism which you
n prasented to the Acadenle de St Thomas in Quebec,

=N
H

Itve becn looking through Eddington's "New Pathways in

Seienec", not thoroughly, but skipolnw around. I can see planty of basis
for your opinion that he ig near to the scholastic view, but some pasrages.
give mg some difficulty. TFor instance:

» 280

\‘"

(0.0

- .

tn Portlend Xc
- PP N

t a4 ctudfent

I shovld te led t
ey out

rugust, snd

(thre he quotes an earlier remark in the same book)
"ind is the firet end most direct thing in all our
experience; all else is remote inference.....The exper-—
icnce of each individual is primarily the changing
content of his c«nsciousness

Does this not secm to te the very essence of idealism?
solution, end in particular

n"if e
i Jut of the nerve mechanism of the

é‘\o
the scienti
body, the ¢
exist in the
in caongcloucness

aceo

;“fe rnel world and ghn "vnﬂatlons exper—
ianced is evidently remote and indirsct.”

" T
e 400l

rot mater
interpreted
not an ides

rometime Lo
bné here who
would ke inter-
béunds of possi-
e twenty-ninth

I am going shortly
wey beck willd
Hampchire. He has
does he wan’s me to
are in town at

I sr wondering vhether
of jour dcctMr“l disnc
% to vhom I have mention
as I mycelf., I

v pess through Quebee
£ I do neyke I can

relativesz,

plek it up then.
ine, T end on my
vho will hsve been vecaticning in New
to Qu‘bbc from there, and if he
T chall look you up if you

vhere T have

e,
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that time. My Portland zddress will be 827 Stevens avenue, till August 23,
I leave here about Lugust 9.

I join you in wishing we could see each other more cften,
end gnoreciate the impléed compliment. I hardly think, however, that I
vould be able to contribute much, but I ecertainly would gain a good dgal .
from the contact. '

Sincerely

L
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November 7, 1937

- -

" Dear Charley:-

Thls is a hell of e time to be writing and thanking you for the fine hos-
pitality you showed us in Quebec, but the fact that I've waited over two
months to do it doesnt mean that I havent wanted to do it often,and often
thought appreciatively of your kindness. The vieit with you was really
the high point of our trip in the minds of the two kids, and that goes
for me too.

The kids are both established at school, Juck at the University of Chi-
czgo, and Jean at Marygrove, here in Detroit. I baptised Jean on

her birthday, September 13, and Jack on Sept 30, the day before he went
to Chicago. We both went along with him by machine, and saw him comfortably
located, and equipped with courses which promised to be stimulating

and beneficial. He is taking a course in psychology from Adler} one

in the reading of Gredt: Philosophia Scholastica (? I'm not sure of the
title, but you undoubtedly know the book), by way of getting a systematic
conspectus of scholastic doctrines from a contemporary textbook, and also
getting acquainted with the Latin technicalf terminology; a course in the
reading of &zha philosophical Latin from a Father Driscoll, 0.P., and a
course in "Symbolic Logic", from Carnap, the latter, as Adler says, "to
become acquainted at first hand with some of the intellectual rascality
that goes on at the U of Chicago", and, no doubt, at many similar

places. Jack's letters are evidence to me that he is thriving on the
stimulating atmosphere of the U of Chicago in general, and especially the
company of the little group of converis and near-cBnverts gathered round
idler. The latter has two or three very interesting projects in miomd
progress, and Jack's assistantship, which helps defray his expenses there,
is concerned with gathering material for one of the books, and also

doing some Latin translating. I've been helping him with the translation
by mail, because, of course, he isnt so very facile in it as ght, tho ,
he's meking good strides, I think, and I dont want him to be so tied down
to that that he hasnt time to do anything else. Des:.des it's good for
me, and keeps me at work. So far I've done the "De Pobent_is Aninae"

of St Thomas, and Cajetan's "De Nominum Analogia", The job will soon

be making a thoro Thomist of a one-time good 8usrezian!

You moy wonder at some of the courses mentioned above as being taken

by Jack. The Gredt course, and the course by Father Driscoll, are off-
campus, and privately arranged for. Such courses couldnt be got on the
campus, I suppose, &ltho Adler teaches St Thomas,on the campus, pure and
andefiled, whenever he gets the chance, and so does Schwartz, a con-—
verted Jew. It is he who 1s giving the Bredt course. His field is
aesthetics, especially with reference to music. He wants to get away
from Chicago next year and devote at least a year to study at Toronto
and to the writing of a book on aesthetics. If he goes to Toronto I

am inclined to think that Jack will zo with him, if he can make the grade
both financislly and intellectually, the chief difficulty in the latter
respect being his limited knowledge of French and Latin. The latin,

as I sald, he is working hard at this year, but I do not think he has
much opportunity in French. For that reason he wants very much to spend




-2

UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT

MCNICHOLS ROAD AT LIVERNOIS
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

where he can breathe French in the air.
next summer, June to October, in Quebec, Lf possible,/and asked me to speak .

to you about it. I think he mentidkd it to you while we were there two ‘
monshs ago. He would, of course, have to work for his board and room, and

is willing to work at any dam thing, —— hotel waiting, riding instructor (if
there are any convenient riding places in the neighborhood,) anything he

can get his board and room out of. He would want, also, if possible, to

follow whatever course you might be giving at Lavel. I am very anxious

for him to be able to carry out this plan, and you would do me a great

favor if you would look into the possibilities of summer employment there

for him. DNo doubt the hotels and other such places employ extra staff

members during the summer, and it ought not to be too difficult.

I am thinking of asking superiors myself for permission to take your course
next cummer, if you are willing to have me. They may or may not grant it,

but I feel I need a change from teaching summer school. My own French
needs.bolsiéring badly, as I find from trying to read your "Le Cosmos". Adler
wanted to see your article on Indetemminism, so the last timéhe was in

Det roit, sbout three weeks ago, I let him take it back to Chicago with him.

ile has gince written me that he saw it in the Revue Thomiste, so no doubt

he will return the galley proofs shortly, and I shall meke a try at that.

No doubt, if I did take your course next sumner, the indicated thing for

me to do would be to live at the College des Jesuites, and I fear I ,
should balk at that! I'm not strong for strange religious houses anyhow, —
everyone has its own local customs, and I dont acclimetise very easily,

- &nd & French one would be the limit! So if superiors were to insist

on that, I fear I should not have the nerve. However, I intend to

investigate the possibilities, unless you discourage the idea.

Jean, of course, would be thrilled at the prospect of getting French in
the delightful surroundings of Quebec, and, could she land some employment
thers, would also spend some time there. She is taking French now at
Marygrove, but you know what school-French amounts to here in the USA,
and, if either of them is ever to handle the contemporary Scholastic
literature, they will have to have a fluent reading knowledge of French.
If they were able to locate someone in Quebec who wanted to learn English
and who was willing to swap French for English it would be ideal.

Adler tells me that he sent you a copy of "What Man Has Made of Man". I
should like to know your opinion of it. Unfértunately the printer made

a botch of it even after the last proofs were corrected, and Adler isnt

in a position to raise a howl about it because the head of the printing
firm is a personal friend of his and he would never get another job from
Longmens if Adler made a protest. There are a couple of blunders in
Scholastic terminology also, that are Adler's own fault, such as, in one
place, an apparent confusion hetween ens ut sic and ens realissimum, but
in general it seems to me that he has done a good job. Last time I saw
him he was wondering what you thought of it, and asked whether I had heard

from you.

T am hoping that you will be at the conveniion in New York at Xmas timef.
fdler has a paper there, and no doubt will stir up a row over Hutchins?
idea of the philosophy of education. Philogophically the topic does not
amount to much, but it is a live issue in the USA right now, because
John Dewey is so very strong in influence, and at the same time so many
psople are getting fed up with his ideas, and realising that they have
not worked out. Hiitchins, Pres of U of Chicago, with whom Adler is very
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intimate and whose views he shares, thinks that a good blow ought to be

instrument of a liberal education,. and their next book will be a complete
exposition of this and its application to contemporary education. The
experiment at 3t John's College, Annapolis, is a starter. I believe

" that Jean left a copy of "The New Program at St Jbhn's College" with you.
I should be interested to know your opinion of it, if you have had time
to look it over. The two kids are very anxious to go to the convention
with me, and if driving conditions appear to permit it we may drive down
together. They would be very happy to see you again. What I would like to
do would be to arrange a "bull session" with yourself, Adler, and one or
two more of the Chicago group, including Gorman, who is this year &t
Toronto, with myself and the two kids as the audiencel!l

Miss Lincoln was in Quebec for two weeks shortly after we left thers,

but was laid up with an illness at the Hotel Clarendon during practicelly
all of her stay, and so had to deny herself the pleasure of looking you
up. She is expecting to get her degree at Catholic U this coming June.
What she will do then I do not know, possibly go to Paris, possibly
Toronto, possibly Lavel. It will be study of some sort, no doubt, for

she is one of the rare ones who looks upon understanding as an end in
itself. She plugged math while she was laid up, under the directian of
someone from Laval. She needed it for a credit at Catholic U, I under-

stand.

My best regards to Mme De Koninck and my peternal blessing (!) to
the youngsters. If I am fortunate enough to visit Wuebec again this
coming summer I hope to have the pleasure of meeting them.

Sincerely

G ]

PS. I forgot to mention that Jeen's married sister and her husband, with
whom Jean lived, raised such a row about her becoming a Catholic that

she thought it better to move out. The superior at Marygrove came to the
rescue with the offer of a job which nets her board and room, and she
does other work for her tuition. All this cuts into her time for stdudy
and she finds it difficult to get to her beloved philosophy, what with
this work and her regular studies (being only a freshman she is not taking
any philosophy courses this year) and so I cant tell how it is going to
work out. Jack's people did not take his conversion so hard, tho they
are old-fashioned Methodists, his maternal grandfather having been a
Hlethodist minister, and Jack himself having been pointed for the ministry
as a youngster. But he told his mother that it was "elither Catholicism
or atheisn", and I guess she was glad enough it wasnt the latter!

struck in favor of the Mediaeval Trivium and Quadrivium as the most effective
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June 7, 1938

Pezr Charley:-

I have one letter of yours dated March 13 and the other dated
March 15. Migosh, can it be that I've let thesc go all this time without evend
en acknowlcdgement? If so I'm sorry. I should have acknowledged receipt at
legst, ¥mxEx even tho I didnt have tipe to answer. It's been a devil of a
semester in one way. I had an atick ofbburitis, left arm, which kept me from
caying Masc for eight days or so because I couldnt 1ift my hand ebove my hip,
and kept me going to the docztor for treatment for about three weeks. After
that the dentists got after me snd I'm still in their clutches. But school's
over now, thank God and I can get down to some of the things I've been wanting
to do, including correspondence. I've been translating Cajetan De Nominum
tarlegiz into English for Adler and went to finish that. Besides I want to
“de a lot on French, chiefly your Indeterminiem and Le Cosmos end the Revue
Thondiste article. But #y golly my French is.rotten! I can scargcely
pleugh through the stuff with & dictionary and sm frankly going to have a
hell of a tine keceping up my courage to face four weeks of it in Guebecy.
Cceterle is werse off than I am, knowing no French st all, except what he's
heen sble to acguire the past few weeks since we started talking about this
trip, vith ths 218 of a zrammar end dictionary and a friend of his who knows
some. Hels eatirely lsnccent of any French pronunciation, -- says he thinks
he could do beiter with it vhen the hay fever (8f which he is & victim) sesgson
consz on, on cecount of the nassls!
Jesen MeCall has finished up her frechman year at Marygrove
fully, end is job-hunting for the sumuer. Adler has succeeded in
> her & four year gcholarship,~board, roon,and tultion free;—at
wwttanville college of the Sacred Heart in New York, where, I undersiand
3 Miss Lincolr, "they teach straight St Thomas, and not Father So-and-so's
ered dowr version of St Thomas". Adler thinks Jcan shows censiderable
nronise of gomething worth while in the academic line. T am not as sanguine
g he ig about 1t, but if he is willing to do that for her let her go to it.
She hersslf ic all cnthusiesm, vwhich speaks well for her after the hard
eer she has had at Yarygrove .wownwpeskmrondIxfnrxhmrsdemarily o R pmEnme sy
The Marykrove recilc were very kird to her in a&lloving her to llve there
aftzr her folks made it impossible for her to live at home vhen they found
out che wag a Cathelic, but still the smount of work she had to do in return
far hoard room and tuition made it difficult for her to put the time on her
=tudiec that she vwighed to and needed to. At Manhettanvilze che can put all

A

her tiue on her studies, and besicdes I think their philosophy courses ere
r

T have the nrinted bulletin of your su.aer courses as well

sz the pateriel you sent me. T find I can meke sense out of that, stumbling
over s few mopdghere and there. I wigh T could talk the courses over with
-ou in advence, Mefore T select any. Maybe we can get to WQuebec a few deys
tafore July 18 and cetile all that before the term begins. Oesterle will want
tn do so &lso. Possibly ou might heve some suggesiions to make, by way of
selection of courses. Last semester I geve "Introduction to Philosophy" using
Maritein'e text, and, while I did not do & very good job with it, for various
reasone, [ feel that the course has possibilities in a place like thigj. Very
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on it. I think I can improve on Maritain, speaking relatively to the needs
of my students and the general situation here, in the matter of intelligibility,
etc., of the lext. Further, I want to include vs much reading in Greek Philo-
goprhy as there is time for during the course. But that does not mean that I
think T ought myself to teke the course in Introduction &t Laval, tho I should
probably profit a good deal by conference with Pere Gaudron and yourself.
The courses on Pascel, Yescartes and Hegel lock attractive, and of course your
own on Phil of nature, zethodlogy,and phil of sciences, if I can follow then.
Much depends on how much the wind is tempered to the shorn lamb ("the wirg"
bing French, snd the "shorn lamb" being me!) as indicated in #6, page 16

the Programme, Section IV,"pour les edtudients de 1la langue anglaice”.
Possibly it might be a good ides for me to consider course #3, top of page 1€,
"Composziticn francaise", by way of getting started on the acquisition of a
better reading kn0W1edxe of French. French conversation doesnt mean a thing to
ne, since one rarely ha any need or opportunity for it hcre, but I am tre-
mendously handicapped by inability to read it fluently, as you will realise ecen.§$?

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
—‘- !
likely I shall give the same course next yesr, and naturally will want to work
Q

Pl

better thzn I.

Tith regard to other arrangementc: you are a sport to offer me housi ing

with yourself. I mentioned that to Father Poetker, and, to my surprise, he §
made no objection, though our people are usually 1n51qtent on our living at
our own college, if there is one in the town. The only complication is the

pog cibility of the local superior in Guebeec, or the provincizl (who, I think

is ir Montreal),not liking the idea so well. Comsequently, I think if I do
stay with you,that it would be better if I were not known to be a Jesuit so as
to ¢void complications. It vill not be the first time a Jesuit has been "in
dieguise™ I suppose T chall have to wear my cassock when out on the streets.
That's teco bad, for I -did enjoy that Canadian ale in the bagement grill of
the Hotel Phatyoucallem lact summer! As for Mass, the Irish Church across

the street mhlch you mention looks to be just the thing. Mysx

My set of the notes on Le Cocmos end at page 152. Thanks for offer-
ing to send me the rest.

dler told me he had sent you a copy of "What Man Has Made of Man"
nd receiv rd & nice letter frem you. Do you think he really has the stuff?
¢ gave & lecture et the University of Michigun in April on "Philesophy and
Science", and also one on ""huolo~y the Queen .of the Sciences" which both
seemed to me to be wvery fine.

vor Presecrt

_dbﬂak'ﬂ?t%€74%rz;gn

According to present arrangemente Oesterle and I will drive to

Quebec. Having a car there will give us the advantage of teing able to knock
a bit of vacation out 08¢ the four weeks and see some of the country,as well
as study., I sent four or five names to 49 Rue St Joachim,to vhom progremmes
might be sent, and have heard from some of the recipients that they got them.
There may poseibly be one or two others with us/ consequently, especislly a
young chep by the name of icKian, who has his M.A. fro Loyols University and
vho has been considering attending the Institut Catholique of Paris next
vear. I've been trying to sell him Laval instead, and I think he is lnteresisngJ

s,

-

It will be a good thing if he can come with us this summer and look you over
and give you a chance to look him over by way of making his decision between
the Institut and Lavel. I figure that he can get a$ least as much from "ou §§

az he can over there, without having to go so far awey or spend so much
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*" Dear Charley:—

;) . Adler told me in the first letter I received from him
* from Marlboro that he bad had & tremendous letter from you, and of
course I judged that tiwas sbout WMAMOM, etc. As you know, I've

you've seved a copy of the letter which I can see when I get to
‘Quebec. From a letter of Gilson to him which he allowed me to read

I gathered that G was in agreement with his general standpoint, but
thought that his hammer an%bngs methods would not be very effective
in dtracting the opposition which means most Americam philosophy
people, to his views or those of St Thomas. Adler calls it "the
rhetorical problem®. But he's & born scrapper, and I doubt wiekmx
whether G or anyone else can change him. He gave the "Aquinas lecture"
at Marquette University last March on "St Thomas and the Gentiles",
& discussion of how we ought to deal with the modern gentiles,
interesting as an exposé of his om ideas on the subject. Whether
he follows them in practice is ﬁether matter. I shell try to

think to bring this little book along, in case you havent seen it.

G &

That's good news zbout no soutane being necessary on the
street etc. Of course I shall have one along with me for mass. We shall
try to arrive by the fifteenth, but in case we dont get there till
Saturday, when, as I suppose, you will be in the country with your
family, will you kindly tip off the Irish pastor that I'd like to say
Mass in his church on Sunday the 17th. From what you say in a former letters
I am assuming that it will be easy enough to find the church.

Dont expect too much of me by way of "talking Philosophy".
I'11 be much better at listening than talking, and not so very hot at
that either, I must confess. You folks who have done your philosophy
in the only way it should be done, nsmely by following the tradition
historically and becoming thoroughly familliar with the great creative
works, especially with St Thomas, are so far ahead of my mere text—
book equipment that I do not feel competent to make any contribution,
but ,{I hold to the adage that it's never too late to learn and that when
one stops learning one dies from the neck up.

. I cant think of any further questlions that need to be
asked. I forget whether we needed Canadian money last summer or could
use smerican. At all events I shall probably bring some Canddian along.
Your suggestion that it would be nice to have Adler up for a while gives

me to think., Maybe I shall get a chance to work on him. With you and
him and a couple of bottles of good Canadian stout, that would be a fanning
bee to gdadden the heart. As you say, he is not so far away, a little -
more than one day's drive, I take it from a glance at the map. He 1is very g
good company, on Fhilosophy or anything else. Have I your permission o
to work on him? Of course he is doing another book, "The Art of @
Being Taught", which is & modernised version of the Trivium, and may :
not feel that he can take the time away from his desk.

Looking forward to meeting you and thanks for all your

courtesies, Sincerely, f V(. N
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September 8, 1938

Dear Charley:-

Thanks for the packet of mail and yowr card. No harm done
about the telegram. It was merely & belated acknowledgement of a letter
I had written.

I'm back, mon enfant, but emphatically not "in the old
rut", I cant Lavalise the University of Detroit all at once, but something
can be done. Things &n generaldf are looking up. We have & new head
of philosophy here, & young chap whose ideas are pretty much along the
same lines as my own. The general tendency is shown by a strong article
appearing recently in a Jesuit publication by the mxk head of the dept
of Philosophy at Fordham (your frié#nd Bull) deploring the tendencies
to vocationalism and "ad hoc" teaching, especially of philosophy, in our
schools. My opinion of Bull has gone up greatly since reading it. He
would teke in large measure the same position that you and De Monleon
take in the controversy between contemplation and fabrication, Judging
by this article, at any rate.

I received the two fols of Grenier from the Seminary,

and think it will be useful as a basis for questions which I will

wish to ask you, as well as for other purposes. From time to time I
mey wish to check what you think of various parts of it, since I recall
that on several occasions you expressed the opinion that he had

messed up some parts of it. But in general I can take it for granted
that the work is along the lines of your own views, cant I? simplified
and condensed and edapted to the capacity of uddergreduates?

Thanks for the promise to secure for me copies of the
volumes I indicated (III and V?) of L'Acad. Canad. and of Robert's
book. I shall await them. Also for the print from the riding-horse
picture. Keep the negative, but be careful what you do with it! And why
not let me have a print of yourself in the seme position? I shall guard
it with whatever restrictions you care to impose. But I'd like to see it.

I'm gled you enjoyed your trip so much. Bar Harbor is
a corker. I enjoyed my two visits there lest summer very much. You
do not say whether you went round the Gaspé, but I assume that you did.
Jack and I were wondering what sort of weather you had for it. There was
a lot of rain in Quebec the last day or so we were there. We crossed
the border at Cornwall on our way back, and went down through the
A@irondacks to Lake Placid, to Rochester, where Jack has friends, and
home through Niagara Falls.

You will have to fight out the excrementum ceballorum
with Jack yourself. I'm betting on you to win! -

If, as, and when you have time, I'd like to have a
dozen or so of the chief passages from St Thomas indicated which you
think I should incorporate in my psychology course. You will recall
that we dlscussed the ineptitude of Alemennus' selections and you also
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mentioned Bulliat, but did not have a copy. I would be satisfied with
whatever you could indicate off-hand. I notice that most of Brenier's
references are to the Summa.

My best regards to Zoe and Frank and the kids. From what
you say I gather that Frank and your brother will be with you for some
time. Thanks a lot for all your courtesy and hospitality.

Sincerely
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October 13, 1938

Dear Charles:-

Jack tells me you are in need of the enclosed copy of your stuff
De Communismo, so I've had a copy made of it and here it is. Thanks for letting
me have it. I ihtend to use some of it in my Ethics course. Hope I dont make
a hash of it! I shall be careful not to violate the copyright law!

It appears to end abruptly on page nine in the middle of a sen-
tence. I've looked everywhere for the rest of it, but without result. I resall
that you said that there were some additional pages to be forthcoming, but afsxx
after you left on your trip I was not eble to find them. Of cowrse I should '
like to have that material also, to complete this, if you could menage it
some time. :

Have you been able to secure coples of the publication containing
Phelen's paper on Philosophy in Canada and Markle's on Theology? Also Robertfs
St Bonaventure? I'd appreciate having these, but dont stay up nights trying
to secure them, because I know how busy you are. I wodder if it would not be
better to send that stuff to me c/o Toronto General Trust Co., 347 Ouellette
Ave., Windsor, Ontario, in order to avoid customs complications.

"I have a budget this year for:the first time in my life, I mean
a budget whereon I can order what I want! This is the result of getting rid
of the incubus that was the former head of our philosophy dept., who was
transferred to Cincinnati last summer. So I've ordered John of St Thomas,
15 vols of the Marietti St Thomas, Gredt, and a couple of other things! What
I'11 do with 211 of it when it comes is another question, but at least I will
have it here to use as I am able.

I recall that you thought that Gredt was not quite relisble
in one or two parts. I would appreciate it if you would indicate which,
because the chances are that I shall meke considerable use of it.

Babin tells me that there is to be a philosophy symposium
at Notre Dame Nov 4 and §. I may go down. He hopes you will also be there,
but my guess is that he will be disappointed. I mentioned your name to Father
Murphy of Assumption College, Sandwich, as a possible lecturer on their
"Chrictian Culture" program, but Jack tells me that you have decided not
to do any lecturing after all. However, you might be willing to meke an
exception in favor of a trip to Detroit.

Thanks for all your kindnesseﬁland regerds to Zoe and the
family.

Sincerely




CABINET DU DOYEN

UNIVERSITE LAVAL
'FACULTE DE PHILOSOPHIE

20 XII 38

Dear Father Bellperch:

I have been moved to write you a few words by the
brilliant examination Jack has passed with de Monléon.
I'm sure you'll be interested, and Jack may be too modest
to tell you. de Monléon and myself are convinced that he is
by far the best student in our faculty. He gets right to

- the core of the problem, and he can stay on it. And he

knows his John of :-aint Thomas. It is extraordinary that
notwithstanding the hendicap he suffered the first two
months, he got more out of the courses than any other _
student. I'm sure you'll be happy to know this, and I am
not exaggerating.

He 1s leaving for Detroit this afternoon. I have
giver him's copy of Robert's thesis. The reason vhy I
did not get hold of "Académie saint Thowmas" volumes 1is
that the secretary of the acedeny who would give them
free %% has been sick for the last three months,Mgr,
Robert,our new rector, who is slowly but surely dying

&% the Hotel-Dieu across the street.

I have received no invitation to the meeting of the
ACPA. Could they have found out the "old women" I wrote
abcut to Adler?.Merry Xmas. :
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January 8, 1939

Dear Charley:-

Thank you and Zoe for the good wishes for the New Year
conveyed by your charming card with the picture of the four kiddies,
You couldnt have chosen more apt messengers of good will. Also for your
letter of December 20, which my being away prevented me from answering
sooner. I went, of course, to the conveytion, for other reasons
in addition to philosophical ones} It gave me the opportunity for
Christmas visits in Tolddo, where I heard confessions Christmas eve
and said my masses Christmas morning,FColumbus, where I have friends
of long standing, zmit besides renewing acquaintences in Cincinnati
itself. But what a convention! I send you the enclosed newspaper
report of it, in case you wish to see for yourself. In point of
"scientisme" it was worse than the one yod attended in Chicago.
Papers on Biology, Physics (modern of course), sociology, and
mathematics, all thinly disguised as Philosophy, would have made
your blood boil., I wondered whether his grace the Archbishop,
in his address, even, knew what it was all about. But one signi-
ficant thing stood out from his speech, and that was his offer to
"help the association to secure the necessary funds to enable
selected students from the diocese to get a s0lid training in a
graduate school of philosophy". Of course I immediately selected
in my own mind the graduate school which they ought to attend,
none other than Laval. The question is how to bring lLaval to their
notice. The archbishop sends his young priests for graduate training
to Freiburg in Switzerland, and no doubt he would be partial to
the same place for lay students, but it could do no harm to bring
Laval to their notice by sending catalogs and possibly follow-up
letters. I shall furnish Jack with the requisite addresses before
he leaves this afternoon.

I cannot accofint for your not having received a program
of the ACPA meeting, except on the theory that you have not paid
your dues for the past couple of years. There is no possible chance
that your remark about the "old women" could have been passed on to
them. There was a decided undercurrent of criticism and opposition
to the main trend, on the part of some few who have had a real
training in philosophy, but it was not very voecal. The "scientisme"
I spoke of above manifested itself chiefly in the general sessions,
a couple of the round tables, notably those on metaphysics and
on history of philosophy, according to reports I ket received,
being really worth while., ZXi® One of two things is going to happen,
I predict, to the"opposition" I speak of: either they are going to
gradually cease attending the conventions, or sooner or later start
a fight to get the thing back on the philosophical track. Whether
they will do the latter depends on how strong they are, numerically
and otherwise,

-

Of course I was thrilled with your report of Jack's
progress and success, which was so much better than I expected,
considering his linguistic handicap. He frequently e=claims "what
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a fortunate thing I transferred from Chicagol™ I have urged him to continue
right on for his doctorate, and am sure that Miss Lincoln will approve and
make it possible financially for him. While in Columbus I was told of a
#3000 fellowship at Ohio State there, good for one year, and hope was held out
that afkex if, after he gets his doetorate at Laval, he can present evidence
of competence to work out a problem in aesthetics, the English department
there will do its best to secure this grant for him. Three thousand dollars
is more than he could get during his first year of teaching, and the year

of research would be a good thing to have behind hinm by way of additional
recommendation., They are pathetically eager at Ohio, judging from what con-
tacts I have there, to have someone show them the solid philosophical

bases of aesthetics, and are quite prepared to be told that said bases are
to be found in the Thiomistic tradition. They would welcome a man trained

as Jack will have been when he finishes at Laval, His life-long interest

in music should enable him to talk their language as well as the language of
the tradition with whieh they are unfamiliar but about which they are very
curious;[ I am hoping to bring down with me to Quebec next sumer a couple
of mature students (both over thirty) from Columbus., I have the necessary
permission from the provineial to 80e I have not yet sounded out the boss
here to find out whether he will try to block it, Anyhow, there is time
enough to decide that.

Thank you for the copy of Robert's thesis, I quite understand
about the "Academie St Thomas" material. Please do not trouble yourself
further about them., Possibly I shall be able to pick up copies at some
fufture time, :

I an asking Jack to take along with him a recording of Mozart's
xxxixx Jupiter Symphony for yourself and a piece of textile woven in Thibvet
and sent me last year by one of our nissionaries in India, for Zoe, as a
small acknowledgement of your kindnesses of the past swmer and on other
occasions. In case Jack is too loaded down with freight to take them I
shall send them by express, hoping that they will get by the customs as
"gifts". With regard to the Brandenburg concertos, we checked the catalog
but as Jack was not sure Just which ones you wanted thought it better to
defer purchase till he had an opportunity to check with you in Quebec., I
am giving him a catalog for that purpose. I think I can get you Vietor
recordings at 40% discount off the American list price. You or he can let me
know later, The 40% is strictly confidential, of course, A friend of mine
who works for the companny buys them himself and resells them to me. They -
will not allow this discount to the University, or to any but dealers.

Best wishes for the New Year to yourself and family.

Sincerely

s
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April 16, 1939

Dear Charley:-

I just ran across the following, being told that it was written
by the Mother Superior of a neighboring convent, but that I wont vouch for: -

"A newly marrieéd couple were looking for a house for rent in the country. Findi:l

one they thought suitable they decided to take it and went home. After reaching
home the wife happened to think that she had not poticed a water-closet on the
place, and decided to write the owner about it. “eing very modest she did not
spell out "water-closet™, but referred to it in her letter as "WC", The owner
pondered over these inttials on receiving her letter, decided she meant
"Westmount Church" and answered as followsg- ,

nt Dogy Madame: I regret very much the delay in anéwer:lng your letter and now
take pleasure in informing you that the WC is losated about nine miles from tie
house and has a seating-capacity of 1200 people., This is very unfortunate if yc

are in the habit. of going regularly, but no doubt you will be interested to knov/

that a great number of people take their lunches with them and make a day of it,
while others go by automobile, usually arriving just in time, and are generally
in a hurry. It is sometimes necessary to wait if the hotse is crowded, The

last time my wife and I went was six years ago, and we had to stand up the whole

time. It may interest you to know that it is planned to have a bazaar to xxim -
raise funds for plush seating, as that is a long felt need. I might mention
that it pains me very much not to be able to go more frequently, but it is
surely through no lack of desire; but as one grows older it seems to be more of
an effort, especially in the cold weather,*"

_ Anyhow, the pofint I xx wanted to make was have you written that
letter of recommendation for Jack to Miss Lincoln, ¢/o Sulgrave Club, 1801

Massachusetts Ave., Washington, DC. I mislaid my letter to you and it lay arour|
here for a week before I found it, I thinking I had mailed it. I hope she is sti

able to make the contact she wants to meke so as to secure more money for anothe
good student or two, Laval will probably get them, so hump yourself.

Adler has a masterly article "Can Catholic Education Be Cri#tictse;
in the COMMONWEAL XER for April l4. If no copy can be secured in Quebec I shal

send Jack one and you can see it. I have gotten a few reactions here in the
community and so far they seem to be rather hopeless. What the hell is the use
of writing when the very people for whom you write wont, cr cant, readl

Sincerely
RIBST
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June 20, 1939

Dear Charles:-

Congratulations on your doyen-ship, Domt work too hard, tho, nor
eat or drink too much} '

You no doubt heard of the death of your one«time anddgonist at
Chicago, Father CGeorge Bull, of Fordham. Went out like a light on May 27, heart,
I suppose. 49 years old, same as me. ' : '

I had a call the other day from a former member of the Liberal Arts -
Commitbee (Adlerts group) of Chicago University, mk a Creek who goes by the funny.
name of "Hippocrates Apostle" (Apostolou). He was on his way to his home in NY.
Nathematician, very highly recommended ¥ as such by his friends in Chicago, having
held a graduate feldowship in math at Columbia before going to Chicago. I quote -
from the letter of 1ntroducti0n? "He came under ¥cKeon's influence, who was then at
Columbia, and becane convinced that if he was ever going to do anything sound in - -
the foundations of mathematics he would have to know philosophy and The Fhilosopher
in particular, Ho came to Chicaﬁp and spent two years on Aristotle under McKeon as - .
rosearch assistant. As many a “cKeon student, he left MeXeon on philosophic
grourds, and the Committee erabbed him up and in the past two years he has continued
his philosophic and mathematical studies, He has been going through the works
of Aristotle in the Greek (I think Creek ishis native language), and in the ast ,
year he started on the scholastics. Heg has been conductifc'a seminar for us in the -
vathematical classics. He has good Aristotelian insight into the contemporary
errors in philosophy, éspeclally in mathematical and symbolic logic. He makes a
first rate teacher. Ue Suspect that he is the man who is going to f£ill the philos~ :
opny of athenatics lacunae in the Aristotelian-Thomistic philosophy, e has '
dlrealy started work om his book and it has real philosophical quality to it, "

He spent two days here and I talked to hin quite a bit, having ret
him a year or sc &go in Chicagoe As far as T could make out he has the goods. The
tlcught cecurred to ne thal you might 1like %o Xnow about him, because with his _
squirzment of fluent Creek and math, as well as same philosophy, he might be a useful .
complement to your own work in "dialectque des sciences EEXphiix math et exp" e )

The hiell of it is he hasnt a cent except what he can earn, and T

Lhavent any mors viss ILinc olns right now to sndow him for a year, T Sugzested he -
cois Lo Taval for a suwer course this Surmer 80 you could see him in uction as
you saw Jack on our preliminary visit, but he cant afford that even. Ie hasnt nis
Phl, having interrupted his work in math to do the philosophy, else he would have
uad bis ThT in math long ago., Ccnsequently he would fit in as graduate assistant,
vut I koow you are not in a position to take on any such, owing to the curse which
bilagues everyoie bhese days, lack of funds, '

SO Ui dam Viilng isnb Practical, but still I thought you might like ,
W xoaow ahous nim, vecause in iy opinion he is as good a find as Jack and much Tarther
advancad than Jack was MXEX a year 8g0e. e was intensely interested vhen I showed
him the Cours D'L6é Dullevin anl especially yowr coursepf in "Dialecthdaue”, If any
w88 Suould twrn uy of sending mim to Laval for 8 sumner course so that you can
1obK niwm over I'1l valle advaniags of vhiem, vub right now tlere isnt a glirmer,.

Liss Lincoln writes that she will be In Suebtec about July 3. Jack and I
ougat tu rezch there about the saie timee I Lear there is to be quite a cont:.ngen}ﬁ
¢f "Amcricaius' drawn by the "bonum diffdsivum sui ut causa finalis", 435 ever RIRST
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‘Sept 9, 1939

Dear Chas:-

' Natalie Lincoln dropped in this afternoon en route to Cincinnati,
An air mail of mine had missed her at Murray Bay, in which I told) her to
consult you about the following matter when passing through Quebec. So I am
writing to ask you to cormunicate with her in Cincinnati whather you think her
plan is a good one. :

The question is: Would Hippocrates Apostle, (Smoloboulokos Smoulfkos
cohcerning whom I wrote you, - mathemitician, greek, etec ete ete, - last June, |
be a profitable investment fmx for Mise Lincoln as a graduate student at Laval,
in the same manner that she has sponsored Jack. The point is that she may durin
this coming year be able to carry two full time students, and has asked me im
about Apostle, whom I described to her during the summer. I recall that you
were somewhat disappointed with his knowledge of Aristotle when he wrote you
later on at my suggestion., His qualifications are: excellence in ability amd
training in mathematics, (two years of graduate felliwship in math at Columbia;
you may recall that he diverged from that field because of his convieytion
that he needed philosophy to become the kind of mathematician he wanted to
be), fluency in Greek and considerable aquaintance with the pre-Socratics amd
Plato, such an acquaintance with Aristotle as association with McKeon, of Chicag(
could give him, - he left McKeon precisely because ‘he lost confidence in him
as a master in philosophy. idea in writing you originally was that he might
be able to collaborate effectively with you along the lines of phil of math,
He is working on a bock, tentatively, along those lines, He has some French,
probably enough to enable him to follow lectures and do the reading after a
bit of practice, His Latin i{s not so good, and his'greatest deficiemcy is
his lack so far of knowledge of St Thomas., The ppint is whether you think he
could be made into a goodfaristotelico-Thomist, or rather whether there was
anything in his correspojdence with you which would cause you to answer
a definite negative to that question. Of course a positive amswer would not
be possibly on such slender evidence, , :

I may add that Jack, who knew him at Chicago, thinks that he would
be good timber, and urges his caming to Laval if it should be possible.

Miss Lincoln is leaving Detroit tonight for Cincinnati and will be
there only four days. From there she goes to Washington., It is necessary to
get your answer to her as scon as possible, because the beginning of school is
irminent and Apostle has fxxitx yet to be notiffied, I therefore suggest that
you send a duplicate letter by air mail, ome copy to Washington and one copy to
Cincinnati, so as to be sure to catch her as soon as possidble at one or other
ixxm place, or, if necessary wire. Your answer need be only a statement that
you do or do not think Mr Apostle to be awkt suitable material for her project.
She knows I am writing you and will understand fully,

The addresses are as follows:

CINCINNATI WASHINGTON

Miss Natalie Lincoln Miss Natalie Lincoln
2729 Cleinview Ave, ¢/o Sulgrave Clud
Cincinnati, Ohio - 1801 Massachusetts Ave

Washington, D.C.
Sincerely
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January 13, 1940

Dear Chas:=~

I have just finished and am sending off in the same mail the letter you
requested me to write to the American Consulate, a copy of which I enclose herewith
Sorry I was so long in getting round to it, but it seemed to me that such a letter
would have to he comppsed somewhat carefully, which T tried to do, and that takes
time am this is the first day I've had the time, I returned from the convention
in Washington New Year's Day and the intervening days have been a great rush,

The convention was rotten, by the way, as those things are, but not as rotten as
the one in Cincinnati last year, amd I have some faint hopes of doing something
with out Jesuit organisation, of which T am secretary, and which meets the evening
before the annual convention of the American Catholic Phil asses, My idea is that
maybe we can induce a scholastic or two here and there to ask their provincial -
to try Laval for graduate work in philosophy. Some are taking it at Fordham and
dont like 1t because of the too strong Toronto influence there, historicism, etc.
Just a couple cf able young chaps in each province could in time wield a vast deal |
of influence, I have a couple on the string from Baltimore, both kaow French,

where I sment a couple of days after the convention. Adler's paper, attempting to‘
demonstrate that democracy is the best, even the most perfect, form of state,
contrary to the conclusions of Aristotle and St Thomas, was hotly discussed., I'1l
ask him to send you an off-print of it., The convention of Xmas week, 1940, is in
Detroit, Affer that, if T'm 5till dllve, I'm not going to any mo“e, at least

‘act at 2 distance,

T had a notion to send you the enclosed copy of the letter to the

"cﬁs%late and let you make any changes you wished in it before sending the original
to the consulate, but it occurred to me that it -would be better not to delay it

too long, and so I'm taking a chance, because to get it to you and hear from you |
in return would take several dayse. I hope it's satisfactory, that I've nct laid it
on too thick, and that it doesnt injure your already none-~too=-robust modestydisty
I really mean everything T say in it. I could, however, cite some other things
which would counterbalance these somewhat, but I shall reserve these in petto for
some future occasion when you misbehave and then shoot them to the consulate and

have you kicked out of the countrytl

The University of Detroit finally has the Leonine Summa dand John of
St Thomase I intend to become very learned in them if I can ever find the time,

Fix us up some good surmer courses. I think I can bring some kids along,
sore Tew cf whom may develop into good graduate material later on. A few have a
reading knowledge of French (or so they claim) and will profit by hearinz a lot of
it. They will harve had by next June only my course in Introduction and a course in
Formal logic. By trat time they will be Juniors i college. :

T met Poopnerapis Horseturdikos at the convention. e is very fond of
Laval, says it is the firat real university he has attended (previously he was at
Folnrbia and Chicago) ard thinks he is benefitting very much. 7iss Lincoln appears
satisfied with his progress, though somewhat frightened about her own, in view of
coming exams, etce I am glad to know that you are satisfied with Hippo, even tho
as you say it may not be possible to count on his philosophye. If he ever gets out
that book on mathematics it will surely show the infuence of his time at laval.
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-

T have invited Adler to conduct a "clinic" or "sample seminar" in reading
a philosophical classic here when he is in Detroit January 28 for a lecture.
Twenty-i‘ive of my kids will be the guinea pigs. The work selected is the
Nichomachean Ethicse I'm none too hopeful how the kids will turn out because
they simply have never learned how to read and T have had only four or five
nights (one night each week for sSo many weeks) to show them what little I

kncw about it. But it will at least be making a start, and even tho the kids dont

do well I shall have the benefit at least of watching the method in action
which he and Hutchins use at U of Chicago, and possibly convincing some of the
sceptic s hereabouts that philosophy teaching should not be confined to the
rote learning of elementary textbooks, even for beginners. If the thing looks
workable at all I plan to have it done agaln as one session of the convention
next Christmas week, having Hutchins over for it if possidble, in addition to
Adler. That will at least insure Some publicity.

Glad to know that Smotbhe and the 4 bclukas are well and happye. Give
them all my love., Had the pleasure of meeting your sister and her husbard tle
other evening vwhen Jack and T called to pick up a package for youe I have some
faint hopes of having T ack with us here at UD next year in the philosophy
department, t.o, Irom 1istening to him talk, I feel that it will take him some

time to get down to the level of the kids. Maybe we can start him out on graduate

ncurses and let him work downe.

Sincerely and Happy New Year

RIB SJ

PS. Jeun MeCall was home during the holidays. She appears to be prgressing
vory well st Manhattanville, where ohe is in her Junior year. Makes no secret
s? the fTact that che wants to attend Laval for graduate work when she is throush
4t Yantrottanville. Maybe you can 1z% me ¥now what you think of that sometime.
T2 poscitle T 3hall have her dowm there Auring the sumer to let her try it oub

and 1ozt Tou et 2 look at her. It would he a project of Miss T.incoln's of course

-nd Tt nat vet sure whether Natalie is inclined to sponsor 2 woran student who
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March 8, 1940

Doar Chas:-
I enclose our staff artist's conception of the impression made ¥y on
M. le Doyen and MM les Professeurs, by the arbival of my fontingent of Etudiants
Americains next July. i Only I hope to have more than four, Note the bland
expression on the countenahce of M le Doyen. The one scrtaching his head must
be M le Directeur de la Maison des Etudients. There's ¥f trouble in store for
him, no doubt}

All this is still iIn the realm of dialectﬁQue, the contingency being
that I am allowed to go myself.

In the meantime ‘I am.working on no less a personage that the National
Secretary of Jesuit Education in the USA, who will come, if he comes at all, more
or less incog, I suppose. Speaks French, made his theology at Louvain. If he could. -
be s01d on the pdace he would have some influence, in the direction of sending
American scholastics, etce. Once a few come, the ice is broken, I have spoken to
a couple in Baltimore who are interested. They've been studying iz ' at Fordham,
but dont like it, too much Toronto influence., Maybe I can influence them to come
up next summer. Hence they must have bulletins, I will send their names and addresse
to Jack later, for that purpose.

Ygurs
RIB ST

I saw Schwartz at Annapolis at Christmas time. Hetg leaving St John's in June.
I dont know where he's going, and neither, I think, does he,
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January 6 (191)

Dear Charles:-

I am sending you under separate cover a copy of the Marocoon and
of my papers Altho the latter was mimeographed and sent to every Jesuit
Philosophy teacher in the country, the discussion fell flate The word "dialectic!
appeared to stump most of them, One man is said to have admitted that when he
saw "a lot of latin quotations” he quit reading the paper! And, judging from
the discussiony hardly any read the thing, least of all the quotations,

Very much interested in what you say in your card (which was, as
you say, quite long}) both about Adler's NY stuff and about the Modern Sohool-
man fracase Especially noted your use of the word "naive" in regard to the
former. I had a conference with him in his room in which I told him pointe
blank that he is naive, and he admitted ite He was orushed by the briockbats
thrown by MullerwThym, Im,jgys philosophical argument, but is deeply hurt
by persomalitiess However, “ather Slavin, of the Thomdst, arrived the second
day with 25 copies of the January issue of the Thomist (which you will have
seen) containg Maritain's enswer to Muller=Thym, and after peoplé read that
everyone was feeling sorry for Muller-Thym rather than for Adlers MullerwThym
also took quite a beating from most of his Toronto friends, who felt, I think,

that what he had done compromised theme But I think there is golitics
behind it alle In the first place, there is some evidence that Phelen is
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miffed because Adler critlcised the Toronto crowd for their historiciem,
in the Commonweal some time agoe Seoondly, some resent the fact that, en
account of the activity of Adler, the University of Chicago is frequently
spoken of in the press as "the center of Scholasticism in Usa'e Of course
the answer is that if the rest of us-had been on the job all these years
no one could even think thate I know for a fact that Adler very much overw
estimated the competence of Catholic philosophers in this country when he
first started writing and speaking along these linese And he feels thet he
is fighting our battle and cannot understand why so many Cgtholics snap
et his heelse It is Newman over again, even allowing for the fact that
Adler does make his mistakes. :

I shall look forward with keen interest to your article in the
Thomiste Even tho the gentiles are not convinced, nor yet people like
Maller-Thym, yet Adler and those who pray for him need your assistances
One remark which he made to me shows what kind of fellow he is: " In all this
I realise that I must be very careful not to be driven into any faults of
charaoter, such as mtﬂ# cynicism, bitterness, ete". Pretty good for

e Jew, ntest ce pas? : :

Jack mentioned to me that you had it in mind to propose me for
membership in the Academie. I appreciate that a lot, and only wish I could
do something to prove my fitnesse But I shall always be a Lazarus existing
on the crumbs that fall from the sapiential tables I hope to gather a few
next sumer if Father Prowincial gives me permission to go to Quebec again.
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the similitudes of the fathere My

Interesting about Smoluka and
r her and your intentions in my

felicitations to her and I shall remembe:

lassese
Dont bother acknowledging elther this or ‘the printed mattere I

realise how busy you are. e
Ag ever
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Dear Chas:- o
Bernardine Whitmer (Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio), asks me
1#6 tell you that Prof Harlan Hatcher, of the English Department there, will
be in Quebec the coming week or so. Knowing that she had been in Quebec this
summer he asked her about it, and in the course of telling him she mentioned
your name and she thinks it will be more than likely that he will call on you.
Wants to see Laval University, etc, The reason Bernardine is asking me to
pass this information on to you is that (1) she has forgotten your street and
number and (2) she left Saturday for a two weeks trip to New York and other
eastern points by auto,

It seems that this Hatcher, whom I've never met, is one of the most
influential men in the English department of Chio State, and Bernardine hopes
kwdoedidox to be able to influence him to attend the Questiones Disputatae
between you and Adler next summer, if such occur, Consequently she is anxious
that he be well impressed on this preliminary visit, and asked me to mix. wise
you up about him, I quote: ®If Hatcher likes Quebec on this trip and decides to
go back to Quebec next summer for the sessions I'll do the Scala Santa at Ste Anne!
as well as the one at Mount Royal on knees, (I've arranged to have movies of
Bernardine doing the Scala on her knees}) De Koninck should know that Hatcher
is in the opposite camp from Adler (i.e., she means, I think, he's a "progressive
educator") but largely because he doesnt know any better; after all, he's had
all his work at Ohio State, Hatcher wants to see Laval's library and plans to
spend quite some time in Quebec, Personally he's pretty agreeable, always cour—- -
teous, will take a drink, but isnt too enthusiastic about it, sense of humor good,
but theee's more than a little of the New England Puritan in him,"

If this bird could, in any way, be introduced to philosophia perennis,.
it would go a long way towards planting the seeds of a movement at Ohio State,
seeds which might be slow enough in growth but sprout some time or other into -
an oasis in that wilderness of materialism wherein a few souls might slake their
thirst for truth., (Excuse me if I seem to wax poetic; have just been talking to .
a member of the English dept who is something of an aesthetel) Even if communicati
between you and him turned out to be as difficult as between JST and Descartes,
yet if he were favorably impressed it would go far towards easing Pernardine's :
course for some improvements she wants to introduce at Ohio State, She quotes the
head of her department as admitting that"possibly there is more than a modicum of
truth in Adler's and Hutchins' insistence on one truth, one philosophy, and man's |
need for discipline in attaining that truth", -

0f herself Bernardine sgys: "My mind is so full of impressions that I mu
talk them out with you (meaning me); DeKoninck and Adler certainly got my mind to
functioning once again", So I think the two weeks were successful as far as she
is concerned, and she is about the only Catholic at Ohio State who has any influenc
there,

You have no doubt heard at length from Adler, I found a letter on my des]
whimm from him when I returned here, expressing his enthusiasm,amt saying that you
were the only man with whom he finds he can discuss things profitably in public,
and asking my opinion as to the feasibility of some more sessions of the kind, I
answered by telling him I thought next time, if there is a next time, it might be
a good thing to induce a few more "doctors" tof came, that the problem to be dis— |
cussed should be fully written out, mimeographed, andd mailed to the important
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people who might take part, beforehand, so that they would be prepared to discuss

it, =t that means might well be provided, such as stenoﬁty-pe, to transcribe the
discussion, and that he himself should bring a secretary with him if possible,

I am writing Parent for axx - (1) a certificate of my exam in your
11:00 o'clock course (2) a copy of Cantin's notes for fxm beginners' course in _
psychology, (3) a copy of any notes there may be for elementary course in philosophy .
of nature, . : :

It will not be necessary to acknowledge this unless you want to, the -
main point being to be nice to Hatcher if he should show up, Hope you had a good
vacation and best wishes for the coming year.

45 ever yours

T
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September 10, 1941

Dear Chas :—

I am risfing your maledictions by asking you to do me another
favor, knowing how busy you are, But this oughtnt to take more than half
an hour or so and will save many hours of labor at this end, Could you
sketch out”an elementary course in Phidosophy of Nature, with references,
as you sketched a course in Epistemology for me this summer? I assumed that
there would be available a set of notes for such an elementary caurse
as listed in the. catalog, something like Cantin's on Psychology (which I have
obtained from Parent) but Parent t&lls me that no such notes are availabile,

Parent also tells me that you will be going to Chicago the end of
this month for the golden jubilee celebration at Chicago University, I wish
I could be in Detroit to see you as you pass through,

Best regards to the family, and, again, sorry to bother you with -
this request, but the need is rather urgent, -

Sincefely

gyt s
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September 17, 1941

Dear Charles:~

Thanks for your prompt answer to my request, I'm sure the
msterial indicated from JST will be most usable. The friend for whom Zxx
- I wanted it, on the faculty of Universityof Detroit, has a copy of JST
both "Cursus", I myself have no copy, and of course it is impossible to obtain
one now, but I am writing to Parent and asking him to send me the parts which
you say are being "polycopies" for the students, Parent sent me Cantin's

notes, by the way.

In a review of Julian Huxley's "Man Stands Alone", I was inter-
ested to see.quoted what I take to max be a sort of ®dm biological  version
of your oft-repeated point to the effect that man is the finis of the potential-
ities of matter. The reviewer speaks asininely of Huxley's "demonstration of
lature's stumbling into blind alleys, all blind except one', but the quotation

is worth repeating:
NThe essenbial character of man as a dominant organism is con-

ceptual thought, And conceptual thought could have arisen only in a multicel-~
lular animal, an animal with bilateral symmetry, head and blood system, a
vertebrate as against a mollusc or an arthropod, a land vertebrate among verte-
brates, a mammal among land vertebrates, Finally, it could have arisen only

in a mammalian line which was gregarious, which produced one young at birth
instead of several (pacé the Quints!) and which had recently become terrestrial
after a long period of arboreal life." (The last sounds like horsecrap to

me, it must be admitted.)

the first'régistrant in my evening course in Logic

is a Cleveland policewoman, who, by actual mcasurement, stands six feet four in her sox, with other

As a token of appreciation of your kindness I add the following
little fantasy which may interest you, hoping I have not told it to you before:

A newly married couple were looking for a house for rent in the
country. Finding one they liked they decided to take it, and went home, After
reaching home, the wife happened to think that she had not noticed a water-close
on the place, and decided to write tlie owner about it. “eing very modest she dic
not spe$l out "water-closet!', but referred to it in her letter as "W.C"s The
owner pondered over these initials on receiving her letter, decided she meant
jestmount Church!" and answered as follows:

—

Regards to all, especially to liarie-Charlotte

PS, I didnt take the measurements}

"Dear hiadame: I regret very much' the delay in answering your lettc
and now take pleasure in informing you that the WeC. is located about nine milect
from the house and has a seating capacity of 1200 people. This is very unfor—
tunate if you are in the habit of going regularly, but no doubt you will be in-
terested to know that a great number of people take their lunches with them
and make a day of it, while others go by automobile, usually arriving just. in
times, as these are generally in a hurry. It is sometimes necessary to wait
if the house is crowded, The last time my wife and Iwent was six years ago, anc
we had to stand up the whole time. It may interest you to know that dit:-is plani
to"have_a:bézaarutoiraiseIfundscforbplush;seating;aas that.isia long felt need.i
I might mention that it pains me very much not to be able to go more frequently)
but it is surely through no lack of desire; but as one gpows older it seems to|
be more of an effort, especially in the cold weather." ' |

nother fantasy, this one truly fantastic

’
e

measurei:ents in proportion}

i
i
\
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Dear Charles:-.

- There are some things I would.
like to know, if ever you get time to en-
lighten me ("bonum est diffusivum sui ut
causa finalis" which, in Engdish, means "if
you want something ask for it"):

1l. Do you think the '"Fundamental Constitu-
tion of Matter" a legitimate problem in
Philosophy. I am thinking of a godawful
lecture I heard bn the subject the other
day in the manner of the NeoScholastic
textbooks of "Cosmology!, wherein the
lecturer presented xkxzx Matter and Form
as coordinate with the electron theory,
chemcial atomism, etc. But I wondered
whether o the Constitution of matter
in any such sense is a philosophical prob-
lem at all, in view of the fact that the
theory of Matter and Form was worked out
by Aristotle as part of his explanation
of change, generation and corruption,
n'est ce pas? :

2, What do you think of Gilson: God and
Philosophy? :

Jo Ditto of Ladande: Vocabulaire Technique
et Critique de la Philosophie?

e Will you be able to furnish an off-print
of your “Philosophy and Order in Inter—
national Relations" (ACPA program), Hart
will supply you with some at little or
no cost if you ask him, I hardly think I'11l




" be at the meeting,

If you get time to answer all these,
euge, euge, If not, Merry Christmas any-'
how, to you, to Madame, and to the kids,

RJB SJ




';°!!?¢n
hn_carroll Untverelty"

G 1 think the answer to your first qusation )
concerning the fundamental constitution of matter 31
.. .. will bYe found in the reprint I sgnt you redently : -
. S : ‘6n-the dlstinction between Philosophy of Nature - :
: - -and the experimental. Sciencesy; The proper reason -
: . - why golentific/héries should bo left aside in &
> our.philosophical treatises s’ that, although SR
,' ' - they respond to ths desire of knowing more and
- ©~ " more about natural things, they are alwaya pro-
- wisional, and properly taken care of. in sejen~
tific texts. - Restata your question again after
having read.my article.

: - think Gileon's book is very 1rritating.
1 cannot explain his disdain for Aristoile, and = -
‘the meny historical falsehoods about the Thilo-
sopher's Theology, such as that hils God kmew only"
himaelf. Tou will remember- my remarks on Gilson's |
overlooking the "intelligere seipsum" as the '
fofmal constituent of divine nature., Uhy does the
exaltation of Christlan Philosovhy have to be
based on 8 debaSﬂment of the Cresls. *
: Lalande 8 chabulaire is fairly good for , :
~ ~° . . modern philesophy, but it is frightfully inade- o i
. : ' . guate for both schelastic and Greek philosophy. o
- ~ .1 sometimes use it as:e starting point for
' : : dialectical discussion.

NS

1 askea rather Hart for S0ma reprints. " But
I haVen‘t ﬁeard from him sinca.

_— e As I had eynectad. Miss Lincoln nade’ out

very well in her licence examination. Jean HeCall .
did very well with Dionne in Logic. ha oth@r o
results arg not yet known.ﬁ,

R ,SHall we have you with us'thi
Adler will be srouna. -




apistemolog .
Father Flynn, You mey wish to change or add something:

1,

ii.

_ Following are my notes of our cbnversatlon on the
y ourse, for a:manorandum, I am' giv! a copy . to-

De Primo de;nbnstrati&ﬁis‘ principiq ghiluxging (n*itioa‘)“:
St Thomas: Commentary on Metamyaics./l.ectia IV end
- following 4_;L§.ct=ionqs_o_n:_fBook‘ Iv :

Aristotle: Chepters in Book IV of ‘Metaphysiss corres<
) ponding to these lectiones, |

(Note: Text of Ariétbtie to be in hanis of studenta. 8t.

Thomas' commentary to be given by the teacher = with.
or without mimeograthel selections from it for the -

- sjudents - in as lively wdy ‘as possible and adapted to

aﬁtﬁ.ent level, )

St Thomas and John of St Thomes on "WHAT KNOWLEDGE IS™

1. JST, Cursus Theologicms: references to Curs. Theol.
from notes on "Methodologle Scientifique™ pp 7 and
8, a8 follows: S . : e

Curs, Theol. JST: Toms IT, disp. xvi. a, 1, pp 328
and following pages, .

See also St Thomas, De Veritate: q. II, &, 2, in o,
- Algo St Thomas;_Summa'Theolzll, ge 14, 2. 1, in o,

2. Add: Cursus Fhilosophicus JS’I‘:.Bgok III, (De Anime)
. 4th part, Quest, 4, &, 1

3. Also: On =amaumx sensibles commuzieé and sensibles per |

"+ aceldens. (Take whods question IV) (Drop internal

‘ senses), e ISR

4, On Speéies'imprésSa et expressa, look up the index to

- - the Cuiggus Fhilosophicus, refernces to the logic and‘t}t‘e“
De Anima, : o ' ,

5. Get a set of M, L'Abbé Cantin's notes on Psychology
for first year siudents, which adapt the whole of
JET's De Anima for these stulents,

6. Also ‘on Specles inpressa et exbresaa in Curs. Theol,
‘ diapi xiii, quest. 12. Second vol, pp 146 and foll,
art.l. .

NOTE: Parts I ard II of the course may be inverted, taking

~ Part I1 first and part I afterwaidd, but the above seems
_the preferable order. g

RJIB &7
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June 5, l9hé

Dear Charley:-

Thank you for the reprint of your '"Metaphysics and Internatfonal
Order" from the Proceedings of last Christmas week. I hope I've already
acknowledged the reprint from "Culture" on the experimental sciences and
the philosophy of nature., I've taken so long to discuss the bearing of
that article on my question about the "fundamental # constitution of
mattert, because I wanted to write out a translation of the article to make
sure that T really grasped what you were driving at, and it was diffjcult
to find time enough to make the translation, - :

This is the way it looks to me now: "Philosophy of Nature" is
(1) Philosophy, (2) Of Nature. As Philosophy it seeks ultimate causes,
being, first principles, etc, As "of Nature" it deals with change, i.e.
coming-to-be and ceasing to be, . '

Now, if one's study does not seek ultimate causes, being,
flrst principles, etc., If is not Phllosophy. This would seem to rule the
experimental sciences ‘out of Philosophy., And if one's study does not deal
with change, or changing being qua changing,kmimg it is not study "of nature',
And this seenms to rule out such questions as that about the fundamental con-
stitution of matter, of which the Neo-Scholastic cosmologist is so fond,
Because said cosmologist does not, as far as I can see, approach the solution
from the standpoint of change, He seems, by asking 'What is the fundamental
constituthon of matter", to be asking what is matter (bv whlch of course,
he means materia secunda), whereas the proper question in phllosophy of nature
should be "whence do material things.come to be, constitutively", or "how
are they possible", or "how do they come to be", or some similar question.,

The Neo~Scholastic!s question appears to abstract from change,
and hence is rather a metaphysical question, or even a mathematical one,
which is probably why the greenhorns are seduced into saying as they do
sometimes that electrons are '"prime matter" and the various atomic numbers
the substantial forms! The way he asks the question it does not seem to me
to be a question iy philosophy of nature at all. And I suspect that the
metaphysician is not equipped to answer such a question, not, at any rate,
unless philosophy of nature precedes. Which is why I suspected that the ques-|
tion as he puts it and tries to answer it is a false problen,

: If I understand your paper at all, the force of it seems to be
that if one abstracts from change one is not a philosopher of nature, and I
think that what is ordinarily dished up in the textbooks (by which we were
all corrupted}) as Neo-Scholastic cosmology,does abstract from change, or,
where 1t does not so abstract, treats ehange fram the viewpoint of the inves-
tlgatcvsclentlst, i.,e, from the phenomenal viewpoint, rather than from the
. viewpoint of the philosopher of nature,

Hence the Neo-Scholastic cosmologist, if he is philosophising,
is not philosophising about Nature; and if he is talking about Nature, he is
not philosophising, but rather "scientificisng", because he does not 'se
detacher suffisament du singulier" (p. 474).
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It seems to me that when a physicist says that matter is Multimatel
constituted of electrons! or a chemist says matter is "ultimately constituted
of atoms", each of them has in mind this, or that, or the other chunk of
matter, i.e, they are dealing with the singular, and,if they generalise,it is
only ut in pluribus, i.e, as far as the experimental evidence goes, which is
the force, I take it, of your remark that the experimental sciences are dia-
lectically approaching a term that they never can reach, This tenm, as 1
understand it, is the necessity whic’h a memg wvalid conclusion in phllosophy
of nature must have,

It is because the philosopher of nature, being a philosopher and
not an investigative experimenter, cannot talk about this chunk of matter,
but only of '"matter" - ens mobile corporeum, as common sense knows it,
that he has no business taking part with them in a symposium on "the fundamental
consﬁ%tutlon of matter", withqut, at any rate, making quite clear the differ-
ences )%aﬁisﬂ point of view fisewm theirs,

Further, he will probably not be himself aware of the dialectical
character of his position,which results from his efforts to communicate with
them in this way., He w1li be in great danger of making it seem that phil-
bsophy of nature is only '"une extension des sciences experimentales.....plus
conditionde encore et plus provisoire que les theories scientfiques®, From
the ensuing discussion I gathered that that was exactly the reaction of the
scientific members of the faculty. The cosmologist is also likely to identify
philosophy of nature with the experimental sciences, and so, according to
your expression (p. 474, #2) destroys philosophy of nature, root and branch.

You can tell me some time, either by letter or vis-a-vis if the
opportunity should ever offer, whether I've got the thing straight at all.
When I first read your paper I couldnt make much of it, and finally I tried .
writing out a translation of it into English, Then I had a countryman of
yours - professor emeritus of Romance languages at Western Reserve University,
mildly anti-clerical, who, with a few more, reads Aristotle with me on Friday -
nights, - help me with the French, and straighten out some of those dam moods
and tenses, and now I feel I have sufficient grasp of the thing at least to
understand you if you will tell me where I am wrong.

It seems to me that this business of science and philosophy of
nature is of considerable importance with us Jebbies in the mid-west, - to
speak only of those whom I know, I have known of several '"symposia' among us
on this subject, through the years, all of which appeared to be accomodating.
"cosmology" to experﬁmental science., All the textbocks seem to do the same
thlng, - one, reviewed in the New Schblasticism for October, 1941, page 400,
coming out for "hylosystemism" as preferable to hylomorphism, - and I know that
I myself always tended to look on "cosmology'" as not much more than an exten-
sion of the experimental sciences, until first I ran into Adler and later
became acquainted wiath your own views, The lecturer on matter and form in
the symposium held here, who is considered locally something of an authority,
said that were Aristotle alive today he would take the atomic table of the-
elements as his starting point instead of the "four elements'", and so it appeared
to me that he too thought cosmology merely an extension of chemistry and physics.,

An important point about this, it seems to me, is that such
views hamper the correct orientation of philosophy, turning the philosopher's
gaze towards experimental science for confirmation of his speculations and
extension of his insights, instead of towards theology., This is disastrous,
and leads to a great deal of unacknowledged positivism, which has far—reaching
consequences in the practical order, especially when those who are thus uffected
are working in the field of education. Per contra, when they do come to -
theology, the latter becomes infected with a sort of fideism.
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So that the point is not merely a fine point in philosophy which
none but philosophers need.consider. The scientists themselves are not at.
all satisfied with such treatments as they heard here, They know that there
is something wrong, even though they do not know exactly what it is. They
consider us "armchair thinkers", and their reaction is to become even more
positivistic than before, and to conclude that philosophy, especially
scholasticism", has no enlightenment to offer and may safely be neglected
educationally. ~This is always likely to happen when the philosopher descends
into the scientific arena to compete with the experimental scientists on
their own terms and on their own ground. This resulting attitude is communi-
cated to the students, and it is there that the real damage is done, because
for the most of these youngsters no opportunity will ever again present itself
to learn philosophy. Since they do not view philosophy with respect they look
upon the requirement of it for a degree as an imposition, and something they
have to put up with because they are going to a Catholic college, and which
they would be free from if they were going to a secular school. This results
in a great deal of detriment to their general outlook upon Catholic education.,

So much for that. You will recall outlining a course in epist-
emology for me last sumer, I was not able to do as much as I would have -
wished with the second part of the course, on "The Nature of Knowledge", but
the first part, on "The Principle of Contradiction", went over with a bang,
even with my blockheads. I found that, by smoothing out the translation,
even paraphrasing here and there so as to accombdate the text better to
English idiom, they were better able to understand Aristotle,and got much
more out of him than they would have been able to do with any contemporary
textbook, I feel that, thanks to Aristotle, and to you for suggesting it,
some real thinking was done in the class, and not merely memorizing.

A note from Jack tells me that Adler has definitely decided
that he will not be able to go to Quebec this summer., That is a pity. I
shall not know till June 15 whether I shall be able to go myself. On that
date we register students for the first half of the ten weeks summer session
which is being introduced as a means of accelerating the program of those
who may be called to the armed forces, If there are not enough registrants
for two sections of logic, I may be able to make an arrangement with a
colleague whereby I will teach all the logic the first five weeks and he
" will teach all the epistemology the last five weeks, In that case I shall be
finished on July 18, and will be able to reach Quebec in time for the
beginning of your course on philosophy of science, if the provincial and the
rector do not put any further obstacles in my way.

Best regards to Zoe and the kids.

As ever yours
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October 8, a942

Dear Chhidgys—

I've becn snopping round a bit for possible lecfure
engagenents for you if you should come west during the winter or spring/
+ without, so far, much in the way of tangible resultss but I am still
hOpiﬂg .

While in Detroit I contacted the dean of our engineering
school there vho has some influence in the Detroit Ingineering Society,
an endowéd institution with about 2000 members., But he told me that
out of all that crowd there wasnt a handful who would be interested

"in the relations 'of philosoplly and science, They aref "practical men',
pretty dumb at theoretical matters and afraid of them beécause of the
possibility of having to admit their dumbness to themselves, e as
nmuch as said that it would be impossible to put over a lecture except .
by someone who was in demand by such an audience from previous knowledge
of him, I wasnt able to unearth any other possibilities in Detroit.,

The dam place is engineering mad.
[}
Bernardine Whitmer promised to inspect whatever possi-
bilities there might be in Columbus. So far I haveht heard from her,
but I'll keep after her., There is a lectureship there wpich has had men
like idler and Hutchins, but the audience would be miscellaneous, even
mopular!" in character,

I have two off-campus study groups here who, I think,
could be interested, and who would be able to underwrite &hm at least
the expense of a "detour" from, let us say, UYetroit, One of these
groups is neeting for the first time next Friday evening, and T will
nave to get them going befare I can sound them out about this, But
one or two have expressed themselves favorably, 4ind we have recently
had & change of Hectors here, such that the situation from that angle
would be much more favorable than formerly,

I have also written to the director of the "Institutum
Divi Thomae" in Cincinnati, a research institube under diocesan auspi-
ces., I have suggested that they could draw on-the scientific and phil-
osophical faculties of the University of Cincinnati, Xavier University,
and the seminaries, for their audience., So far I have had no reply
from them, but have written them only very recently., I will let you
know as soon as I hear from them,

You will be memegim acquainted with "Lhe Aquinas Lecture®
at Mlarquette University, liilwaukee, an annual lecture delivered on March
7. So far Adler hds given his "St Thomas and the Gentiles™ there, and
they have also had Yves Simon, Maritain, Pegis, etc, The lectures are
published as brochures., I wrote the director of this series, and he
said that he had had you in mind for some time, but that he had made
other cormitments for next year and one or two years following. So there
will be nothing there for the coming winter. It would be a good




=l

JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS
CLEVELAND, OHIO

- opportunity, because of the fact that the lectures are published and
pretty well advertised, - e '

So much for that.. Sorry I havent more definite

things to report about the matter, but these things progress slowl .

i You have received the news about the honeymoon in
Grand Rapids. ['m glad that is settled and hope that thej will
be allowed to teach philosophy together in peace and raise a good
big fam::.ly

«r‘

My best regards to your own good wife and brood.

as ever yours
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. February 23, 1943

Dear Charley:=-

I enclose card, self-addressed, which I would ask you
to mail back to me toute suite with the indicated information., It is
imperative that I know by the end of this week,if possible, whether you
are going .to lecture for us here in Cleveland, and, if so, when, All
you have to do is to strike out the two, lines which do got represent’
your plans, let stand the one which does, mmt stick a two-cent stamp
on it or put it in an envelope, (in which case the postage will be
three centsl) and mail, I'd have put the stamps on it, to expedite
matters and save you the bother, except that I cant get Canadian stanmps

here,

That's the really important part. As for the rest: nobody
here knows where he is at or will know till the navy decides whether it
is going to take us over as a training school for the duration, If it
does we will keep our doors open, If it doesnt, - ?777?? The 18-19
year old draft will naturally take every fit lad, and I dont see how
there will be enough of the rest to run a college on, In any event,
the courses I am giving now are likely to be the last I shall give in
philosophy for the duration, Incidentally I want to express again my
appreciation of your advice to use the IV Met, for Epmsfemology. I
think the kids have got a lot out of it. If they havent, at any rate
their teacher has! . This year I've gotten it out with some of the
Colmentary tucked in between the paragraphs of Aristotle, and preceded
by a "Brief Introduction" which gives as much of I Met. in my own words
‘(and Hack'8) as I think the kids can profit by, %e begin kyx with some
passages by Bertrand Russell, John Dewey, et 2l,, to show the kids that
there is a problem and to stir up the "TO THAUMAZEIN", if possible,
Their questions are sufficient evidence to me that it worksj and, as I
say, whether it works with them or not it does with me., They dont need
it to hunt Japs or Germans, but I need it in my biz, what there is left
of it. Philosophy teachers are about a dime a dozen right now, and wmxk
it will be "Good-bye Mr Chips" shortly.

Planning some time ago to read a bit of Plato with
ngristotelians Anonymous" (that!s my adult extra-curricular philosophy
club) as leading up to the reading of Aristotle with them,. I asked.

“atalie to ask Schwartz for suggestions mmt as to method, book-aids
eto./  Hepbert thought we could do so mich better vis—a-vis than by

correspondence, and so Natalie very kindly invited me to visit them

in Washington, which I shall do during Holy Week. Naturally, I'm curious
to see for myself what this is all about. Jean writes me letters from
time to time that are more or less wacky, as it appears to me. She is
particularly concerned as to the '"rectitude of my will", I feel like a
poor benighted Jebbie shivering in the exterior darkness, but possibly
this spell in Washington may enable me to be illumined and warmed by the
rays of the light supernal, as Jean evidently thinks she is., Pray that

I do not, however, suffer corruption in the processi




-2
I have just findshed a first reading of Eddington: The Philosophy-
of Physical Science, and naturally would like to ask you a million questions,
in the manner of Pere Flynn. But those will have to keep, Possibly, if
you will allow it, I shall later write them out in the manner of a
"True-False' test, and send them to you with the request to mark each
simply "Yes" or "No", That will give me some idea of what you think of
the book until the opportunity offers to discuss it orally., Let me just
say that while it is most enlightening in regard to what the physical
scientist thinks he is doing, one has the feeling that he lets one down
somewhat, as a philésopher, in the last two or three chapters,

Notalie tells me she will probably go to Quebec around Easter
time, i.e, after our visit in Washington, To receive, perhaps, the
Archdiocesan Order of Yerit?

i am writing to Parent about the Bulletin and shall ask him to
send me the plans for the cours d'¢té when they are ready, although I
dont know whether or not I shall be able to attend,

fegards to Zoe and the kids, ‘ ‘
- o Sincerely ' 22 7

7 , %/éz 920 2 720
W@Za@%.
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May 5, 1943

Dear Charley:~
| Thanks a lot for the cop;; of "Primauté Du Bien Commun®,

" and especially the "Hommage de L'Auteur, "Hommage" is so much nicer than

our English Mcompliments". ¥ . One might even use “compliments® in
referring to a kick in the behind! But "Hokmage", - neverl ,

The book should be put in English at once and published so,
either here ok in “Yanada, This "personalist® movement seems to have taken
hold here quite a bit., "Commonweal" had an editorial not long ago in which -

*." it was claimed that Pius XII is a personalist. The Catholic Worker, which
{ has a cireulation of forty or fifty thousand, to whom Peter - Maurin,edit

is a sort of Catholic Workerst prophet, is personalist in tone, and Maurin

is a personalist. Other instances could be given and, consequently, it is

time that sometﬁing appeared to make the proper distinctions, in English, -
atalie that she and I tackle the job together, submitting the.

joint productiofl to you for your approval. I havent heard from her yet, Ir

she doesnt like the idea I'd be willing to try my hand at it myself; unless,

possibly, someone else has .already decided to set to work upon it. o

I've only covered as yet fifty pages in addition to the Cardinal
preface, but I think I get your point, and it clears up a lot of things. '
T can see that it is going to be a good review also of many things I have
heard at Lavale I recognize so many of the various textes choisis. Your .
passage about the "tyrans" and "tyrans frustrés" could be expanded into anothe
book on "The Personalistic Abuse of Authority®. One finds that all over, in
the Church as well as out of it, - authority considered and used as a personal
prerogative, instead of as something pertaining to the common goode In fact I
have the feeling that much of the latent rebellion which is so disturbing find
its source in just this loose and ignorant use made of authority. The Pharise
are still straining out gnats and swallowing camels, and still tithing mint, .
anise, and cummin, . I

My visit to Washington was much pleasanter and more profitable
than I had thought it would be, Forming my impression of Schwartz chiefly fro
Jean's letters about him and his work, I had expected to find scmething entire
different. But Yean, I found, had given me a lop-sided view of his views, eit|
because she did not understand what he was talking about or because she has no
sufficient command of language to say what she had on her mind. Re—peading he|
letters I now can see what she was driving at, but what a mess she made in try
to say ity Herbert, however, will have to be careful, and I took the liberty
of telling him so., He should have the express approval of the ecclesiastical
authorities in foro externo for his teaching, since he has no official standin
whatever. Chatter like Jean's can be miminterpreted and made the fouhdatlon o
annoying charges, especially when there aref people only too ready and willi
to cause him annoyance, fle saw the point and, I think, was grateful for the

hint,

Wle, especially Doc Doran and myself, were greatly disappointed
that your lecture tour finally had to be abandoned for the current academic ye

i
i
|
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We have been tentatively discussin;gix the idea of making the trip to
Quebee, he and I, to get the Jecture material through conferences with you,
if you could give us the time, Our summer program begims here July 1, and,
if I am teaching during that program, as I probebly shall be, it would, of
course, be impossible for me to get away from here so as to attend the
courses at the regular time, However, if Doc were willing to go, and I think
he would be, we might make the trip before that, provided, of course, that
you would be able to give us some time during a week or ten days. I notice
from the Annuaire that your nCollation des Diplomes" is set for June 9. -
If you could foresee any time between that and the end of the month which '
would be agreeable to you I would try to get the necessary permissions

from Superiors-to make the trip. Doc was so intrgued by your prospectus

of lectures that he considers it worth his while to go to Quebec to get

the material, - a case of Mahamet going to the mountain! - and I do not

need to speak for myself, .

Best regards to Zoe and the family, and congratufitions on the
arriéval of Rodolphe. - _

Ag ever

While in Washington I spoke to Natalie about a little help for Francis
Hammond, New Orleans, and have had a letter from her since to the effect
that she would allow him $200 for the summer. She wrote me from Quebec saying
how much she was enjoying her visit there and how cordially she was being
received. , a
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S November 10, 1943

Mon Fils:-

Card received. Tiens, donc, here is your check for the Scotch,
But, for God's sake, dont (1) let anyone else get at it while you are
in St Paul, or at Rosary college (keep an especial eye on those nuns}),
(2) let anyone, even the porter, get away with your luggage while en
route, Pogters have been known to hi-jack stuff being brought from
one sggte into another, because they know the victim dare not report
them; 38 (3) yield to the temphhtion to imex open it for a taste
yourself before you get here! In other words, dont show up in Cleveland
without ten bucks worth. of virgin Scotch or there will be murder, Doc
is a terrible man when roused, and you know me :

My love and a fatherly kiss (on the chelk) to BoezeRlbEfs (1
cant even spell it straight!). A pity she will not be coming with you
to Cleveland, .

I am glad my plan of private conferences meets with your approval, .

I did know that it would, but thought it safe to double~check, Faer—
. Be prepared to talk, at length. ¥& The Doc says "the closer it comes
to tutoring, the better", He has no docilitas at all with respect to
me, but I think he still holds you in awe. If he shows signs of
rebellion you can always break into French or Iatin, That will stop

him!

We plan to listen, to secure or copy as much manuscript material
as possible, and to ask questions about as many of the lecture subjects
as we have time for, In that last department, viz, asking questions,
we plan to make the Abbé Flynn look like a piker, I realize we havent
the background that a regular laval student would have for sane of the
stuff, but to hell with background, We will have till your next visit
to Cleveland or our next visit to Quebec to fill in the background!

I have reserved a rather large room at the Hotel Cleveland
tentatively for November 23, 2h, and 25. By "large room" I mean one
- in which the three of us can sprawl comfortably., I thought it best
to make reservation as early as possible, In case there is a change in
your travelling plans it can be changed. But Parent gave me to under—
stand that you were talking at Notre Dame the morning of the 23rd and
would be able to arrive in Cleveland by that evening, I have classes
on the 24th, Consequently, if you would prefer to arrive here the
evening of the 2ith rather than the twenty-third, and stay till Saturday
or Sunday, that would leave me three full days at least with no other
duties. But any arrangements you make will be satisfactory to us. Only
keep us informed as is possible for you to do sos

Regards to Abbd Flynn, and li:iz;:f;%%;%fd tg, seeing you,
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November 17, 1943

Dear Charley:~

A long distance conversation with Bernardine Whitmer in
Columbus last evening and a night letter received from her this morning
disclose the following developments regarding lecture engagements:

~ The Precious Blood Fathers at St Charles Seminary, Carthagena,
Ohio, offer you $50 for a lecture (on any topic you choose) on November
24, This is the only date they have available which will fit into your
schedule at all, because right after that they have retreat, ordinations,
etc,

I am enclosing sketch map indicating the location of
Carthagena relative to @mim Chicago, South Bend, Cleveland and Columbus.,
You would go by Pennsylvania Railroad ( I doubt whether you could fly,
tho you might enquire about that at South Bend) from South Bend to ¥=x
dkiooooterkx  Van Wert, Ohio, which is not far from Carthagena. At Van
Wert you would be met by father Herbert Kramer, C.PP.S, and would be taken
to the Seminary by automobile, :

. You might have to return to FortWayne to get a train (or
plane) for Cleveland, on Nove. 25, At all events, since Carthagena is
in the northwest part of Ohio, it would be better to come from there to
Cleveland,since your Ciblumbus lectures cannot be before Monday, November
29, on account of the Thanksgiving vacation,

My picture of your itinerary, then, at the present time, is
as follows: . .

Monday, Nov, 22 and Tuesday, Nov. 23,
(If you see Simon, give him helll)

Notre Dame, South Bend:

-/ Carthagena: Nov., 24 (Wednesday)

Cleveland: Nov, 25 im (Thursday, Thanksgiving) to Sunday, Nov 28.
Diocesan Seminary

He seemed to indicate that the lecture might

! the place, You can, of course, wire

" any adjustments,

R e
: I have reserv>d a room for you, because reservations have to be
made well in advance, at Hotel Cleveland, for Nov. 23 to Nov, 26. '

T ore

e iuagy —

("

y
g
Columbus: Nov, 29 (two lectures @ $50 each: Ohio State Grad. School .

ﬁ Erie, Pennsylvania: Yecember 1. (This is on the authority of Parent.

be a day or so earlier. bercphurst College is y
them in re

B mcvrbe a5




JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS
.CLEVELAND, OHIO

—-2-Z

Now, mon fils, as your manager for the State of Ohio,
I point out that you have to do the following things, toute suite, as
soon as you receive this: T

‘ C.PP,S,

1, Wire Father Herbert Kramer,/St Charles' Seminary,

Carthagena, Ohio, whether or not you will lecture there.on Nowvember 2.
ou can arrange a meeting time with him at Van Wert, Ohio, later,

probably best by long distance from Notre Dame,

2+ Wire me, at once, what dates I should reserve for you at
Hotel Cleveland, i.e. if I should change the reservation I have already
made, If you lecture at Carthagena, I figure the dates mhmed®t of your
Cleveland stay should be Thursday, Nov. 25 to Sunday (or Monday) Nov. 29.
If you do not lecture at Carthagena, I shall let the reservation stand as it
is at present. But please tend to this immediately, because (1) they get '
mad as hell if reservations are not cancelled promptly when plans are
changed, and (2) Thursdey Nov 25 being Thanksgiving, it will be practically -
impossible to get reservations through date and the week-end unless they
are made well in advance,

3¢ You might let me ‘know also, whether the indicated Columbus
dates are acceptable to you, but there is no great hurry about that,

I am sending a copy of this to Rosary College and another
copy to Notre Dame, so as to be sure to catch you. ’

Dont forget the.Scotch/
a bientot

Bell




Our telephone here, by the way, is YEllowstore 3800

-

(

November 20, 1943

Dea. Cahrley :-

Bref, to acknowledge receipt of your wire, - it
was phoned me by Western Union this morning and will arrive in
Monday morning's mail for confirmation,:

: I understand (1) That you will lecture at Carthagena
on Nov. 24, going there from South Bend; (2) That you will come
to Cleveland from Carthagena, arriving here some time Thursday,
November 25; (3) That you will go to ﬂgﬁiﬁﬂi‘@rom here either
on Sunday, Nov, 28 or in the morning of Monday, Nov, 29, preferably
the latter, If you cant get plane accomodations from Cleveland
to Columbus on Monday, Nov. 29, there is an excellent train
leaving Cleveland at 8:05 a.m. (7:05 Cleveland time) which makes
the trip in a little under three hours, arriving Columbus at
10:05 a.m. train time (9:05 a.m. Cleveland time), We will wire
or phone Bernardine to meet you at the station, or airport, as the-
case may be,

Bernardine!s address is lMiss A.B.Whitmer, 1107
South Fourth St,, Columbus, Ohlo, home phone is GArfield, 1912;
her office at the university is UNiversity, 3148, line 653 (that's
the English department); she also spends part of her time at the
law office of Shocknessy and Denton, phone MAin ~ 7786, This
information may came in handy in case you have to get in touch
with her quickly.

A letter came for you from Assumption College,
Windsor, Ontario, inscribed "Hold or Forward", I forwarded it to
Notre Dame, You will have it when you receive this, If Assumption
wants you to come there I foresee that that will crowd your program
somewhat, laybe it would be possible to go there after you have-
finished at Columbus, postponing the Erie, Pennsylvania engagement
a few days and going to Erie after you have finished at Windsor.
Or, you may find it convenient to go to Windsor after your engagement
at Carthagena, and go to Columbus from Windsor, This would be
satisfactory to us, provided that (1) you notify us promptly of
such change in your itgnerary, and (2) that you can push off the
Erie engagement to a date which will allow you a reasonable time here:
after your Columbus engagements are completed, Since we have no
lecpure scheduled which requires any definite date we will be prepared
to receive you avec éclat and con amore at any time in Cleveland,
but we would like a leisurely visit of at least three days, if possible s
and, of course, a week-end would be best, because then I would not be
bothered by classes on two of the days,

However, I would not want to stand in the way of an
engagagement in Windsor, because that is a good lecture course and
has been a going concern for the past ten years, and a satisfactory
lecture given there means almost certainly arepeat" invitation,
Further, if I am not mistaken, they pay pretty well,

I shall change your room reservation at Hotel Cleveland
fron Nov, 23 to 25 inclusive to Nov, 25 to 28 inclusive.

be seeing you Bell




7’ JOHN CARROLL UNIVERS ITY
!\ ‘ }  UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS :
cuwu% /
7
7

o v, S #E
/4/7 /d/ﬂxcf}é////w

[{AJ/{’ /m/ ;é%/zé/ ¥ 29 faf e pter
/, WM/%@

/5/ %@/‘“ T,




L2 -

JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY
uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu




JESUIT PHILDSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Dear Charley:-

I have a note from Abbé Parent saying that you will be
at Les Eboulementsfrom possibly June 20 or thereabouts to just before
July 10 working with a Christian Brother on his dissertation, He says
that you and I, in your opinion, can work there on Bien Commun also,
and wants to know what I think of that arrangement.

I dont see why not. In fact, it might be a dam sight
better than trying to do the thing in Quebec. I shall try to have
everything lined up which I think I need before I see you, so that we
can cover a lot of ground in a few hours, Right now it appears to
me that the chief need is definite citations from the adversaries,

I mean chiefly the Christian personalists, so that any charges made
against them can be backed up fully., I have copies of Mouniert's
"Personalist Manifesto", Gilson's "Spirit of Med Phil", Maritain's
"Three Reformers", #Rmt "“Scholasticism and Polities", and "True
Humanism", I fancy these are the chief., You can let me know through
Parent whether I should bring these along,

The commentary to be made on these passages can be worked
out at more leisure, I think, I shall have marked in my copy of
Bieh Commun and al5o/the translation where I think such citations
should be made, Then we can go over those m==agmx parts, if agreeable
to you, and settle the matter., Also any other expatisions necessary
can be noted in detail. After that I should be ready to make the xEm
first draft, to be submitted for your approval, I have the feeling that
I now have a sufficient grasp of the subject-matter to handle it, I
hope I shall not be disappointed, nor shall disappoint you. -

I do not recall whether I told you and/or Parent that
a young teacher of math and economics here plans to go along with me
provided the date of his brothert's wedding does not conflict. The
brother is on convoy duty, and word is expected from him any day now
just when his hext furlough is to be and when they can expect him home
for the wedding. Once that is decided we can definitely set our
dates. At present our plans are as follows: leave here, if possible,
Wednesday, June 21, for Rochester, NY, Take boat that evening at
Rochester, arriving Montreal Thursday evening, June 22 and Quebec Fri-/

day morning, June 23; we will stay on board and make the Saguen y>,—/24%€’) ?{;
trip and get off the boat at Murray Bay on the return tripyif the / QA Jb‘ﬁi

boat stops there, which I think it does, and provided there is some
means of transportation between Murray Bay and Les Eboulements, train
or bus, I figure from the map that Les Eboulements is thirty miles or
so from Murray Bay. If we cant make it from M.B. we shall have to go
back to QJuebec and go down the next day by train,

From the tone of Parent's letter I figure that there
ought to be no difficudty getting accomodations for Noetzel (the
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math and economics teacher) at Les Eboulements, if not in the "chalet"
(by the way, I hope that isnt a word for tent!) then samnewhere imam
else not too far away, He will be just as much interested in Bien
Commun as I am, because he has been a foremost member of our little
seminar on the book and has drawn a swell picture of M, Glump in

Nazi habiliments, and is now engaged on a portrait of the same scoundrel
as a marxist, every lineament being certified by quotations from people
like Rosenberg for the Nazi portrait and Morceaux Choisis for the
marxist, -This Noetzel looks to me like one of the best finds I've

ever made, and I have already suggested to Natalie that he would be

a very good prospect for a fellowship as soon as he is free to accept,
He has done successful graduate work at Northwestern, reads Frenhh

and Latin (though neither with sufficient practice, but that will
come), talks wedl, has good appearance, has read a lot of Marx,

and has a natural apgtitude for philosophic thinking, along with good
practical sense, His purpose in accompanying me to Quebec is to look
the place over for a week or two with a view to his possible fellowship
later on, as well as, of course, to a bit of vacation, His interest
was excited by the description of your courses in Phil of Math in the
Annuvaire. I think it very desirable all round to have him along if

it is possible to billet him somewhere. In that way you could spend

as much time as you wished with the Cpristian Brother without feeling
that I was hanging round waiting for you to get throughs for Noetzel
and I could find, most probably, many things to occupy our time,

An alternative occurs to me. I understand Parent to
say that the brother will have to be back in Quebec by July 1 and
that you are willing to work with me during the next week either at
Les Eboulements or in Quebec, If you think that would be the better
plan it would be agreeable, because I am quite sure that whatever has
to be done on Bien Commun can be sm taken care of in a few days,
leaving the actual writing to be done after I return here, I gather
that you would prefer to stay at Bes Eboulements for this rather than
do it in Quebec, and that would be agreeable to us also, especially
if there is an opportunity for a bit of knocking round at the place,
You might arrange for a whale or two to spout past the water-front, as
Jack and I saw at “es Escoumains}

One further point, Rakkmwxi#x Bernardine Whitmer tells me
that Father Winel, of the cathedral in Columbus, whom you probably met
while there, - very nice young chap, -~ is thinking of going to Quebec
this surmer "to get the lay of the land", and is sending a convert of
fhis there for French or something, and that he asked her whether I was
going and when, etc.,, wanting to make his trip coincide with mine, I
have gs yet given her no message for him except to the effect that I

was thinking of leaving somewhere round June 21, He may want to do the
Saguenay with us, and, if he does, I am wondering whether he would be
able to find accomodations at Les Eboulements in case he should care .
to drop off there with us, or whether you would think that his presence
would crowd the party too much, I read a few pages of Bien Commun in
Columbus with him last April, and he was much interested,

I have to figure all these things out in order to make
arrangements which will work smoothly, but you neednt worry. I shall
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in the form of brief questions,

list the whole businessfand send it to Parent and ask him to relay
the answers to them, So I am not expecting you to answer this,
(I'd better stop soon or you wont even read it})

Bref, %gsgg see yoy at the earliest June 24, and at
the latest July 1 or either agﬁ%hébec or at Les Eboulements, and

either alone or in company with Noetzel and/or possibly with Winel.
That's the way the situation stands at present. As soon as Noetzel
gets word from his brother about the wedding I shall give you the
definite date of leaving here and of arrival there,

It will also be necessary for ﬁe to know how to get
in touch with you at Les Eboulements in case it becomes necessary to -
.do so. I shall include that in my list of questions for Parent.

: Regards to Madame and the family, and hope everything
works out nicely,

Sincerely

jﬂzW W‘*ﬁ ;o :
Crttnin | o Ao cafluc o e3p 8T

Ao fibm 1 %%y/) !
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Dear Charley :-

I have two letters from Abbe Parent giving me all the infor-
mationf necessary about accomodations at les Eboulements, how to get
there, etc, Unfortunately, however, young Mr Noetzel will not be able to
leave till June 30 or after, because his draft board absolutely refused to
grant permission for hiy to make any such movef till after his case is review:
which will be June 30, and if his deferment is not extended I suppose he
will not be granted permission for the trip even then, If he can come after
that he will do so, but there is no way of knowing till after June 30.

. As for Father Winel, he phoned gie yesterday from Columbus, to
say that the earliest he can get away from there is after mass, i.e, about

noon, on Sunday, July 2, :

So I am leaving these two lads to make their own way to
Quebec if, as and when they can make it; and I have reservations for next
Sunday evening, June 25, from here to Montreals, I shall arrive Montreal
Monday morning and shall go from there to Jackman, Mgine, and spend three
or four days with my cousins there. I shall come up to Quebec probably
on Friday June 30, If you are to be back in Guebec the next day I shall
see you there, or, if you prefer to stay on at “es Eboulements for another
week, I shall go down there, If Noetzel and Winel come along later they
will have to take their chances on accomodations at “es Eboulements, since
their plans are so indefinite, I have, of course, given them all the
necessary instructions as to how to contact both you and me either in
Quebec =m or at res Eboud%énts. '

_ I shall bring along the copy I have of Mounier's “Personalist
“anifesto", and possibly one or two of the other books, The more I read

of this stuff the more I feel that care will have to be taken to pin down
by definite evidences the charges made against them. We cant afford to

be answered, not even as Maritain's answers Fere Descogqs in "Scholasticism

and Politics",

My address in Jackman will be, in case you want it, c/o
A C Connor, Jackman Station, Maine, phone Jackman 51-2, If you have any
message for me when I get to Quebec leave it with Zoe. It will probably be
easier for merodkmxmmmienik me to contact her thap to contact Parent, And I
cant understand his lingo anyhow! AZ} ey aen! Coplt.

| Looking forwardf to seeing you.




JESUIT PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY June 19, 1944

Dear M. L'Abbé:-

I have yourf two letters, air-mail, one of June 12
answering my numerous questions and the other today (dated June 165,
the letter of Madame Demais, I fear that I have put you to a great
deal of trouble making enquiries, etc.

On account of Mr Noetzel's difficulties with his draft
board and a change in the time of Father Winel's vacation I have had to
change my own plans, Noetzel cannot possibly leave here before June 20,
the day when his draft deferment comes up for refiew, and possibly he may
not be able to come at all, Father Winel phoned me from Columbus yesterday
to say that he can leave Columbus after mass on Sunday, July 2, at the
earliests It is possible that he and Noetzel will come down together by
boat, arriving at Quehec,in that case,Wednesday morning, July 5; or they = .
may come by train Sunday night, July 2, I have furnished each of them i
with Charles! address in Quebec and telephone number and instructed them to
call there by phone when they get to Quebec to see whether there are any

messages for them,

Since their dates of departure are so late, and even
rather uncertain, I have changed my own plans as follows: I shall leave
here Sunday evening June 25, arriving Montreal the next morning, From
Montreal I shallgd go to Jackman,Maine, for a short stay with some
relatives of mine, My address there will be ¢/o A C Connor, Jackman
Station, Laine, telephone Jackman 51-2, June 30 or theresbouts I shall
come up to Quebec, probably by bus from St Geerges de Beauce, Thereafter
I can either work with Charles in Quebec or at Les Eboulements, witkmmymnex
whichever he prefers, Either will be agreeable to me, If Noetzel or
Father Winel come down to Les Zboulements they will be there only a short
time, at most two nights, because Noetzel has to lsave Quebec Sunday ’
night, July 9 at the latest, in order to reach here in time for classes
next day, and he will want a day or so to look rouhd Quebec before leaving,
Consequently, since their part is so indefinite I suppose Hadake Hemais
should be informed, so that she will not be under the impression that
they are making definite reservations from June 24, as was originally
planned, As for myself, I have dropped the idea of the boat trip xxx
altogether, since I would not care to make it alone, :

I am writ@ng the substance of this information to Charles
in care of #tadame Demais, so that he will know of our change of plans,

Thanking you for all your trouble,

///2Z§;§;%as. 2222%22222;, |
Efg7i§§§§§%ich SJ z//jégz;/
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UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT

McNICHOLS ROAD AT LIVERNOIS .
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

July 6, 1945
Year Chariey:-

The Provincial being in the house brief-
ly yesterday, I approached him about having a few
days with you at Les Eboulements, assuming that the
invitation you extended me when you were in Detroit
st1ll holds good, i.e. that your plans remasin the
samees He gave his (K, so I am writing you for infor-
mation as to the exact dates. I need this maxam to
time my arrival s0 as not to have to spend any time
in Quebec city, if possible, Also so as to secure ny
reservation as early as possible, the traftic situa-
tion being so tight, .

"I understood you to say you would spend
the second and third weeks ot August at Les Eboule-
ments. I am not clear whether this means fram August 5
6 to August i& 18 or 19, or from August X® 12 to
August 26. Will you kindly let me know toute suite
on the enclosed card? Either before or after I
visit you I plan to spend a few days with my relatives
in Jackman, Maine, and I shall have to let them know
definitely when I can be there.

Best wishes to Natalie, if she is with
you, and to the Kocoureks., I gave young Quentin
ILukomski a letter of introduction to you. He has
probably presented it by this time. He is a very
quiet, shy, kid, but has a good head, end we are
hopdng that some Laval contacts will help develop him.

A young priest has been assigned to this
house for the coming year, with, I understand, the
idea that he 18 to do a bit of readingr?ﬂ?Sfeparation
for doctoral work in philosophy. I have an idea that
I shall be able to influence him somewhat, and if so
I am going to try to steer him laval-wards, if possible
Hets a tine lad and should make good material. He was
with me for a rew wdks last summer and I got in some

UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT
McNICHOLS ROAD AT LIVERNOIS
DETROIT.2M|CHIGAN

good licks at that time, One of the things I shall want
to discuss with you will be the reading that he should
e do.

Parent tells me of the new arrival in the
household, La Petite Marie. Felicitagions to you and
Zoe, and looking forward to seeing you all.

as always yours
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Dear Charley:-

Thanks a lot for the doctoral disserthtion
of Father Reith, which reached me safely. I gathered,
from the wreppings, that the liaster's thesis which I
mailed in Montreal, had errived safely in Quebec. I have
been on the jump since z2rriving here a week ago today
frolm Cleveland (returned from Quebec throuch there} trvings
to keep a page ahead of the kids in Kthics. Consequently,
my readinzg of Reith's menuscriptg has not been very rapid .|l
I want to take a lot of notes from it after I've gone
through it and this will nsecessitote my holding it for
about ayf month. In case that should be too long @« time
please drop me a card and I'11 speed up the return of it.

Hr Mulligan ané Fr MNolsn report that ou
were feeling fine when they left Quebec znd ready for a big
year, which is good news.
: Best repards to Zoe and the kids, I enclose
clipping agout the Te Cruydt lad whom I mentiorned to ou.

Sincerely

Bell




UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT

McNICHOLS ROAD AT LIVERNOIS
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

oct' 9, 1946

Dear Charley:-

I'm all set to return the copy of Reith's PhD
thesis which you so kindly sent on after I returned the
master's thesis which Mllle Parent gave me by mistake. This
one is hot stuff and I have done a lot of work on it. It
will prove very valueble in dealing with the pre-Socratiecs,
I am at present. giving a course in them, following, in my
procedure, the hint given in Comm. in Met. #342, to the
effect that gamdikwrxphiimsophiaexeEstxguasixiudex "eum qui
debet audire philosophiailm melius se habere in judicando si
audierit omnes rationes quasi adversariorum dubitantium®,

We sumkon the pre-Socs one after the other as witnesses and
my job is to prod the kids into asking them the right ques-
tions and then forming a tentative judgment as to the worth |
of their answers. It's lots of fun, even in crowded class- |
rooms, but of course we'll have to drop the procedure from
time to time in order to speed up, else we'd never get through
in the allotted time,

wWe have 7619 students in a school that was
thought, last semester, to be overcaowded with 4L200. But,
since the faculty has been tripled or quadrupled, and the
day dengthened out so that we run from 8 a,m., £till 11:00
pn to accomodete everybody, it's not so bad. And the GI's
ere swell fellows to teach, more mature and serious than the
average undergrad, of former years,

Wil) you have Mlle Parent let me know whether
you went the Reith book returned toute sulte or whether T
can take my time with it till I can get over to Canada with
it and meil it from there to avoid the bother of dealing with
the customs? That mey not be till I go to Toronto for the
Christmas meeting, so that if you think the book will be
neéded before that I shall send it on at once.

Phelan, formerly of Toronto, now of Notre Dame,
is reported to have remarked that the controversy over Bien
commun is“the most important thing in Scholastic phllosophy
since the querrel over Averroism 1n the middle ages. Just
who, he thinks is playing the part of Averroes in this row
degpent sayeth not! . '

I enclose a speech of Gen Patton to his troops,
with the suggestlion that you add it as an appendix to the next
edition of Bien Commun or,your reply to Eschmann. In regard
to the latter it might also serve to furnish hints as to con-
troversial method! -- Regards to Zoe and the family. Be good t|

Fr Winel. sincerely Bell

T o




