;euroly do not object to the device.- Apart. from what you have

> ¥hom .1 advi
n this-very . sub
he Quodl .
Whatevar

ERNr i RS
m.I advis

,'f,ZQ:KQ.quesyion_of<dictatinéfqgesﬁions..Trhethayeubqené‘_ B
asked.:but"npt,for,thQAle,_-s;nchthey have -their point, they = .
mightgaSJWdll-bglused'; Thosg.brought,up;against#wbat_I hold ' . -~
are made by people who do not .come out in the open. - Item, we_ -
must get’ this thing started, - ;- i o R

I ad o R )

30 Oirca Maritain's Logic »'. Though T think he ‘could have
digestédgqohnjdfhst.Thi;mqro'thorougply,-he errs concerning the
nature. of ‘formal and material logic, and fails to take modern
logicians by the seat of their pants in the nofosjéi:ca;finemg.
(which I will point Qut‘Whén'I_get’back*f?oq,my;trip to Cali- -
fornia this week until Jan.7 — no time. now — qua ratione velo~ .
clter scribo), I do not recall having_voiced;any‘q:iticism;:5:

I -have saiq, and still say, that it is by far the best, and
indeed the only piece of strictly philosophical_writfng;Mari,-’

tain has ever given us, Dionne, .I know, has_voicéd;criticigm

in class '— but merely.in answer to_objectiona-raisqd from
Maritain's Logic. What he has to my I'11 fing out and tell
you.. Indeed, Dionne does not gé.@hé[whblé-distancejﬁith John
on speculative and liveral art, bug rather follows Cajetan.
I'11 tell you about this too, ' ' :

yo g séé¢ﬁpthingvﬁfbﬁgnin'iouf pféséﬁtatidn;ofuce,'én&t

then, and both for speculative and practiecal reasons, be sure
to bring out the fact that the common g0od has the nature of
what is common asg opposed. to proper, .primo et er_ss because,
in a given order, its perfection is greater than what can be.

possessed by an-individual as a proper.good.-which_shows that

the community of the good wqﬁlﬁ arise only from the existence -
of many to share in i%. And thus you also see what "parth :
and "whole" mean in this connection. ®x inde, any contempt for,

or revolt against a common good gug common, ig always due to
pride. i '
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- what the antelope has by its legs or the bdird by its wings, -

- around to help me. * The best mathematician here, the dean
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411 Hére; and, from. = %
1h*éxplaining'IIIFPhyq.;:’“W
1.5,n.15, eirca. finem, that when>"habifugﬂ is taken'properly;

e-saiqd;

. 1t must dlways. signify yhat_;esultg~£rom-é?mﬁn’ﬁéing'clothed;?ffiff“
-‘or=armed:xfTheéprosent~passage 1s ‘the best th St.Thomas. Hence, -

what results from.a horse belng-saddled 1s not-called "habitus", -
-secundum. quod equus in sua natura considaratur;mdéd‘etcm..Tho'; o
reason 1s clear from what was said in the same parsgraph. Yow,

if we considered'only and absolutely’the,related terms "horse"

and "saddle",. no "habitus" proper arises, and ‘the tuse of the

term becomes. a metaphor. Hence, -in all such instances dupli- ’ '
citer considerari possunt; vel secundum 898, ot tunc dicitur oo '
habitus metaphorice; vel secundum quod ‘in usum hominis veniunt,

scil. proprie, quamvis'mediate.-—-Izreferred to that text in

John of St.Thomas, and saig it should . be understood in the

same way, adding that, g1 in hoc fiat vis, houses ana vehicles,
insofar as they protect us against weather or supply us with .

may be reduced to a common genus with clothing proper, or
whatever man has in such a way. .Thus, the "paries" angd the -
"ornamenta" become related to man like "trunks® and "pants®
or "socks" and "shoes", and not merely like "panteed trunkg
or "shoed socks", or "saddled horse".-Omnia<spntng clara?

60 The article that was to appear in the Journal 15 mot
yet ready. Ratio: I haven't got the proper mathematician

of Science, 1s completely immersed in administration. I'm
waiting, - But, what is most important is this question from
the philosophical point of view, has appeared in Lav. Th. &
Ph. no 1, Mg diaslectique des limites....", which, to become
readable, should be expanded into a book. - o ' - - o

19 Circa PS, re logic for 16 weekers. Something woulg
have to be written for them. - Pergonally, there being no
such text, 1'd zive them Aristotle's Rhetorie. But Il .
talk to Dionne about it. - . P o

Le

.Q;;%?; :
el .

Drop me a line after New Year ta remind m

Love.
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January 27, 1947

Dear Chas:~-

Very sorry indeed I had to keep you waiting so long, but thig mass=producti
educational factory in which I function as a very minor cog has had me breathless sine
the first of the month, And befoee that I was equally breathless getting out Christme
meil, etc. One dam thing after another., I shall try to clear up various items now.

, To bhegin with, I had a letter from Hausmann, saying to go ahead and use his
letter to me about Minfinite sets" as %reated in Lalor's paper. I dont thénk there is
anything more I need say about that. e sure I get a notice when the thirg number of
the Bulletin comes out, and I shall send check to cover my abonnement for the present w
year. -

I enclose the last letter you wrote me, as per your request, The rest of ;
this' will be in response to that. ‘

There's a chap at Loyola College in Montreal, Father Eric 0!'Connor, who has
a degree in Math from Harvard, and who is highly spoken of in thag field here as well ‘
as there, Very nice fellow to meet. %then I passed thru Montreal last summer I told hi
of the project under way at Laval to develop the philosophy of math, adding a little
soft-soap about the necessity of malking said development accevtable to mathematicians,
or, at any rate, not leaving any of their objections unanswered. I took the libverty
of sugzesting that, if he should be asked to do so, he could be of considerable servic:
(beine one of the few mathematicians who is also equipped with a backsground in philos~
oohy) in keeping the mathematical viewpoint in proper focus in connection with this
ZroEzExk project, and helping to test the results in accordance with that viewpoint,
In plain Englich, if your stuff would satisfy him it would stand a better chance of
satisfying other mathematicians, Trouble with all these guys, though, is that they
are either afraid of the philosopher (having the feeling that he is trying to dictate
to them), or they want him to sit at their feet while they instruect him not only in
nath but in philosophy, I think Eric is one of the least likely to do that, since he
inpresses me as a real gentleman, and very likeable chap. Since, as you once remarked,
we havent had a genuine philosopher in the tradition since the 17th century, and I
swirose there have been a hell of a lot of good}'mathematicians during that interval,
one has to recognize the naturalness of this attitude of theirs and be pmatient with the
which, if you dont mind ny saying so, appears to me to be precisely the place where i

' Ko;ﬁrek is likely to fail, -- I mean by wounding tender skins!

Thanks for the dope on Maritain's logic. I shall keep a copy of that, while
returning the original to you. I shant be tcaching logic the coming semester, so I
shall have time to work it in against the time when I do teach logic again, My referen
to criticism of M'%%ogic wnich I had heard at Laval was really to the Briticisms which,
as you say, Dionne had voiced against him. I didnt hear Dionne myself, but only what
sone students attending his classes had quoted him as saying, Perhaps I should not haw!
bothered you about it at all, but the matter has come up here more than once, and I
vas sspeclally puzzled by the position taken by one man, viz.,, that M. was merely
condensing JSTVs lozic for the use of elementary students, and that, consequently, if
JST was accentable he didnt see why laritain shouldnt be,

In re the other point about logic, i.e. what to do in a 16 week courge, 3
hours per wesk: I qulte understand that sonething has %o be written for them, as you
sgys and, in fzet, have been using my own text, or notes, or outline, or whatever you
want t5 call it, in nimecszraphed form, since my second year in Cleveland! and it has
been used by three others here for the past two semesters, Much to my surprise, they
have found it satisfactory, with a few emendations here and there, and express them=
selves as wishing to go on using it for the coming semester, But my problem is rather:
I cant see what the hell use is the amofint of formal logic which you can Slve them in
that lenzth of time under these conditions if you stick to anything like the traditiona’
Jrocedure (Incidentally, your remark about giving them Aristotle!s rhetoric has more |
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than a 1little bit in its favor; I intend to look into the possibilities of that., I've
felt for a long time that the whole thing should be combined with freshman English and
let it go at that).. In that amofint of time you can give them a few snippets about
terms, some more snippets about propositions (contradictories, conversion, opposition,
ste) and you have to watch yourself im or else the time will slip by and you will hav
to rush through the syllog@sm, the enthymeme, etc., which are supposed to be the 1mpob4
taht part of the course. #Asxikhex This year we all rushed like hell, but I dont think.
any of the four of us who were teaching the stuff got beyond the treatment of the
enthymeme and the hypothetical syllogism; and, at that, the kids (said "kids" are,
nany of them, married men with children, ex GYts!) were yelling that we were going too
fast., They also say: "This course just gets interesting and begins to look a bit
wractical when exam time swoops down on us and we have to quj ﬁag » Of course we giveﬂ
them a lot of drill, exercises in criticizing syllogisms, ugiéixnzgingxand crfticizing w
and enthymehégetc., and that takes up a good deal of the time. If it were a matter‘of‘
lecture only you céuld get much farther; but I doubt if it would be any use. The course
is easy enough to teach and therels plenty of matter even in my little text to fill
out the time) but damned if I can see what amysmex good such stuff does anyone unless
and until they have reachedfd a fairly thoro treatment of fallacies, and, aboye all, :
have had a good deal of practice in applying their knowledge of rules etc., to "live
zrose”, i.e, prose which is written to set forth ddeas and doectrines, sound or unsound,
and not merely made up to provide exercises for a logic text., The same kids who can ?
rattle off the rules of the syllogism and pick out an undistributed middle every time,
cannot be trusted to analyze a paragraph of Aristotde or S5t Thomas, or even an ordinary
newspaner editorial or "column" and say clegrly what the writer is trying to put over,
where he fails, where he is unsound and why, etc. And if the course doesnt do that mu
cor them I dont see much use in giving it at all. '

However, please dont take time to answer this diatribe. You dont mind my
blowing off on paper, 800 miles away. It's not like having to listen to me in the
grend Salon, or on the vorch at Les Eboulements. As with the radio, when Hweabwr o
letter gets tiresome you can turn it off, —-- by skipping! '

I am pleased that you are content with my attempt to present Bien Commun:
grevhically by a diagrammatic device. I have squeezed it into my course in Ethics, an
it has to be done some such way or there wont be time for it at all. I shall make
a cony of your paragraph 4 in the letter which I am returnin%herewith, and be guilded
what you say therein, '

vhich was asked
Jan 28, The questionfabout the tenth vredicament does not yet seem to me to be
answered, nor, indeed, understood. The question referred to a paragaphﬁ in Hartman: -
Textbook of Logic (in general not a bad book, and pretty widely used by logic teachers
as a handbook, if not by their students; Hartman is a Precious Blood Father, at
St Joseph's Colleze, Indiana). The paragraph is as follows: (page 90): ’

"Hgbitus is the modification of one substance by another. Examples:
John wears an overcoat. The floor is overlaid with linoleum (this was
the example Sister Verda adduced). The book is wravped. The anvdes are
crated, The altar is decorated with flowers," i o

Yow in this pas-age, there is no question of man at all, except in the first, or
"overcoat" example. In the proposition "John is overcoated", the predicate "over~
zoated" obviously bears the redBtion of habitus to the subject. But what Sister V
and I wanted to know was: Can the same be said of "overdaid with linoleum" in relation

.tg‘floor? of““wrapped" in relation to "book", of "ggated" in relatiog to"anples,

of "dscorated" in relation to "altarW? Jz s¥er 1wevdl), are ' Ciretoates! '™ 4
. , ' 1 2 : ~J, - ol 4 y-2 A2 A fe b
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1 Now I have to run and hear retreatants! ownfessions. And how the hell can
I study habitus or anything else when I have to be always running to this and that?

.......... . Confessions over, back to habitus. If, as you seem to insist,



-
d as St Thomas' commentary also seems to insist, a thing comes under the category

§f habitus only when it can be gredicated, remotely at least, of man, then (1) the
efinition of habitus given by “artman: "the modification of one substance by another!
s a bad defintion; and (2) such predicates as "linoleated", "wrapped", "crated", and -
"Mdecorated", are not good examples of habitus , as Hartman seems to think they are,
and they shou2d not be paralleled with "overcoated", as Hartman appears to do.

With regard to the passage in JST, Curs. Phil., Vol I, p. 637 b, 41:
. "Reducuntur etiam ad hoc praedicamentum ornamenta parietwum, quae proprie non sunt
vestes", Thompson offered that as justifying Hartman's view. I dont think it does,
because "ornamenta parietum" in that passage refers at least remotely to man, -
whereas, In the other other examples, "linoleated", "wrapped", ete., do not refer t
many but to "floor", "book", etc., Am I right?

A practical questlon: I have dug up a lad here who looks as tho he might
have some excellent stuff in him and who is nibbling at the idea of going in for
vhilosophy teaching. Product of Father Flanagan's "Boystown", in Iowa, so, I judge,
an orphan, or comes from a broken home or something like that. Weht from there to
Senedictine monastery, Conception, Missomri. Hax Is twenty=two years old, has had :
sixxyexrsx four years high school .Latin and two years seminary latin, some French ;
also. Has quite a keen mind; and, as you remarked of Oesterle, "asks the right ’
ouestions"., He was in the serfice for some time and has been here for two years
on the GI bill. Why he started here as a freshman I dont know, since he'd had two
Years of college already. THYE %§1ieggsﬁ§£ last semester here, for I have told him
that, if he's thinking of phidosophy teaching, he will be wasting his time here, since
we have so little to offer him, -- he is definitely, in my opinion, past the stage of
"assembly line education", and quite ready to start graduate work. This coming semeg-
ter I am planning to go through the De Anima and commentary (Latin and Kocourek!'s
translation)with him, introduce him to I Physicorum, and also the §5emia Naturalia,.
Vhat I would like you to tell me is this: would there be any chance that he would be
accepted at Laval next fall without having an undergraduate degree from heret? I
think he quite definitely plahs to attend courses at Laval next summer, and I shall
put every pressure on him to do so, Hence you will be able to get acquainted with
him end by that msans be in better position to answer my question. .

Understand you will be touring USA in early spring, and then going to Rome
for lectures at the Angelicum., Good luck with both, and perhaps I shall see you
during the first veriod. For God's sake be careful of yourself hopping round in
planes, etc., with all these crashes being reported almost daily.

No doubt the Cardinalls death will have been a great loss to you. I was
sure it would. I hope his successor, whoever he may be, will be as understanding
and helpful to you as was the kindly Roderigue., I said Mass for him the day after
receiving your card, tho I had already seen the news in the papers,

ﬁegards to Zoes and the family.

Bell
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As & definition of Comnon Good intelligible to kids I have been using the following: -
"A Common Good, in seneral, is a good which can be possessed by many, each one having
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7/2/ 7
Dear Charley:-

Bref, because I'm up to my eyes in work,—-
sunmer school, etc. I have given a letter of introduc-
tion to you to Charles Smith, who graduated hers in 1946
end has been taking a few grad courses here during the
past year besides acting as office manager for the
Dean of one of the colleges. He will be following your
courses and Flynn's this summer and will be teeching logic
and possibly pre-Socratic Greek phil here next year.

By way of helping him a Dbit with the latter I'd like
very much to have him see Reith!s thesis, which I found
so illuminating, if you could let him have it for a short
time, He has a copy which I had made here vhile it

was in my possession, but there was not time to proof-
read it, and corrections are badly needed. My idea is that
if he could get a look/## at the original he could make
the corrections himself, while in Quebec., All tkhis
supposes that you have no objection to leaving it in

his possession for a week or so. He is thoroughly
reliable and absolutely reponsible,

Another gzaduete from here (1947) who
will be with Smith is Joseph McCarthy, who will also
be teaching for us next fall as a graduate assistant.

St1l11l: another is Thomas lMacIntosh, who,
I think, graduates next February or next June.

£11 these lads are good students, as far
as philosophy goes., Their big difficulty will be
French and latin,

Father L.L.Nurnberger, SJ. from This
province, who studied last year at Toronto, has, I
understand, been in Quebec for some weeks, and has
orobably contacted you before this, I shall be interested
in his rezction, I dont think he is as yet comoletely
indoctrinated (or infected!) with the-Toronto buz, and,
judging from the report of a colleagzue of his, now teachin
here in summer school, he and others are a it critical
of certain proceduresﬁ there. Privotc.y, I should like
to sez both of them trensfer to laval.

Best rezards te Zoe and the family, and -

consrotuddtions on the arrival of Joseph-larie (?).

July 1, 154
Dear Charles:-

This will introduce to you Mr
Charles Smith, one of our graduate students, who
is following some of the $unmer courses at Laval
and who will be teaching Philocophy for us here
next year. Also Mr Thomas MacIntosh, one of our
seniors, who will llketQSe be following ;our
courses. Any courtesy you may be able to shéw
them will be esteemed a personal favor to me.

I should be especially grateful
if you would allow Mr Sﬁith to use the original
of Father Reith's thesis: "The Marxian Dislectics
of Nature", to make some necessary corrections
in a copy which I had made vhile the manuscrinst
was in my possession last suamer, and which
is consideraﬁly in need of osroof-reading, Mr.
Smith hes the copy with hinm,

S incer elv yours

c/

PA Bel‘epc clic SJ



July 27 ’ 19""7 -
Degr Charley:-

We have a Belgian priest visiting here
at present, Pather De Myelder, who is contemplating a
trip to Quebec shorfly, and, having been told that
I had been there and that I Imew you, requested of me
& letter of introduction to you, which I am giving
him. He is orgginally, I believe, from Antwerp, but
has beén for the past twenty years connected with the
Belgian Jesuit Mission of Benchi in India, fe tells
he that they have tuilt up a mission of 350,000 con=
verts agd some 800 schools, and that they have finally
got round to starting a college which they hope to
develop into a university, His visit to Montreal and
Quebec has a twofold purpoge: to try to persuade
the authorities, both gio egan and Yesuit, to allow
hin to make an appoml) 81-811@32, a8 he has been doing
in various places in the USA, and to find, if possidble,
some young chaps with the requisite training, especi-
ally in the sciences, who would be wilding to sign up

for a couple of years teaching in the aforesaid college,

You do not need to fear that he will try
to make a "touch”, for I have intimated to him that
you are a sort of missionary yourself and are carrying
on at a sacrifice. However, if "the poor Belgian
immigrant®, from Montreal, whosa name I forget but
whom I met last summer, would be inclined to help the
mission by way of a sort of ®fire-insurance for the
next world", it might not do ‘any harm to bring the two
together. Possibly de Muelder, who is a very engaging
fellow, might bring him back to the straight and

- narrow path, You will kriow about that much better than
I. As for the contacts through which he might get to
mest young graduates to whom the sojourn in India might
appeal, you will also know what to do about that, if
anything,

I have told De Muolder that, 1f he arrives
in Quebec after August first you will probably not be
in town, but he 8ays he will take a chance on that,

I hope that our_lads who have followed 3he
summer courses, as well as “athers Toner and Nurenbergex
bhave given a good sccount of themselves, Whether they |
have or not, they cammot fail to have gotten sokething |

which will help them to make a start next year, and,
I hope, lead to further studies in the regular cours
later on at laval, I shall look forward eagerly to
getting their impressions,

Take & good rest at Les Eboulements. My
best regards to Zoe and the family,

Sincerely yours
$e11
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I need some advice. I have to teach a course * September 9, -1947;
in “Special Ethics" this coming gemester, As you may or 7 9 ?f
psy not know, the course in Special Ethics as treated in ¢ Co
the aversge neo-Scholastlc textbook is largely watered- L .
down and thinl_y-disguised. moral theology, and geminary~ 1 . .
textbook moral theology at that{ The assigned text which s '

1 will have to use is a pe.rticu.larly lousy example of

this, : ,

On.the other hand, these textbooks give very ;
1ittle treatment to what I consider the most important ._ . .
part of ethics after the treatise on the End of Man, viS., 11 me ig the. T
the treatise on the virtues. The students get some knowledg ¢ Bthicg,- Howmt of *
of the YEnd%, but 1little or none about the MMeans® to that , - . . ever the -
end, It was sicipped or skimped in the Ethics course vhich ' ' R

SR Y

1 had in the scholasticgte, and it 1s gkipped in the mally make uﬁ Par Ly
colleges. Particularly the subject matter of Nich Ethics | not skip tge 8 A mdsy
ook VI, the Intellectual Virtues, 1s never so much as n greater det Ii);oblcm.
mentioneds Menti.oniné the matter a few times recently " 8 your courui by sim-
in giving courses in enoral Bthics, 1 found that the ) I would use ﬂ:e“'tg be "

gtudents eagerly lapped 1% up, tut there was no time to p: Chapters 25 ¢

do anything like & thoro Jjob with ite The text wvhich 1 Iwould procesd 0 39 in-

have to use gives 8 gcent nine pages to the subjecd, . le Artstotiels ;: St.

unintellsgibly technical, and not mentioning the-intellec™ lo the negative a!sli:s;

tual virtues st alle /o JSedslioe ELyaee H’/'/ AL .F the Pre}?&rationpo;
/% N (;v,‘ [n‘.%lﬂ(((" reak. Our trs&tises.

, & i Y /(‘Y/‘-‘"Lc?fé l.{'\,'-' 5" AR AT TR
Now 1 should like to try a fullee treatment of tci.ty. et the sam
the subject in the coming;#u#' semester, giving at tant to know ﬂe
least half the time, oI mOTe, to the treatment of the | Herefoo, the d‘irft
virtues, both moral and :.ntelleotual. But, as usual, there |1y when we know ahec-
ig the question of what to foldow by way of a text which  Ppared to under tw at
3¢ both full enough 1n treatment and not too difficult 1 find out tha: :ﬁd
for beginners, Further, 1 ghould like to do the thing in first, happines e
such a way that the students will therely gain a little is, that it o an: :an-
more acquaintance with Arisjotle and St Thomas. \n glory, that i:
'd so on.
There &are geveral possi’bﬂities: :
. i of viy
(1) The text of Aristotle, in whole or in part, re, q“:‘;:ogzigg 2119
together with St Thomas! commentary on the same, he Wthics exc 17;‘ 9.
(2) The treatise on the virtues in the Summa,  son is that :}1: for
I-I1I, aq. 55-67, plus some additions, possibly, from the ¢ of the Ethicseipro-
commentary. )2 to use the nDes

. In
w-—=ecu u1v1S100 of the various ki, vig articl alibug® from the

e ious kinds of virt::sWhiCh contain a




A -2=-
, _
(3) The Questio Disputata "De Virtutibus in
Communi® and something of the Questio "De Virtutibus

Cardinalibus®. These I would have to translate for the

students as we go along and give it to them in mimeographed

form, as would also be the case with the Commentary,
if I used that, This would be a lot of work, tut I would
be learning a good deal myself,

Will you advise me on;first, whether you think
1t a good idea to attempt the thing at all; secondly,
whether to use one of the above indicated treatments, or
some combination of them; thirdly, whether there is any-
thing else which may be used.

If John of St Thomas' Cursus Philosophicus
contained a "Summa textus" on this subject as it does,
~ for instance, on the physics, this would be ideal, but I
do not believe it does, Possibly there is something in
the Cursus Theologicus, of which we have a copy, which
would gerve the purpose better than any of the adove, 1
would appreciate it 1f you would give me the reference,
éf the treatment is useable and is contained in the Curs.,

heol.

I enclose a self-addressed postcard on which
I have written the various possibitlities, to make a prompt
reply convenlent for you. I shall be grateful for any
expansion of this by letter which you may be able to add.

I had a nice visit with Doc Doran in Cleveland.
He and his wife wish to be remembered to you., They greatly
appreciate your calling on them when you are in Clsveland,
Saturally, Doc is still interessed in the business of
the philosophical demolition of "socialized medicine®. I
doudbt if it can be done the way he wants it, but, if I
can find the time, I shall try to formulate a question
for him to send you which you may find answerable,

Batalie told me earlier in the summer that Zoe
had been 111, and Parent in a brief note indicated that
most of the rest of the famidy had been laid up also, but
 added "tous sont maintenant retablis, which was good news.
Take care of your own self as well as of them, We had
several casualties in our community this year, including
& couple of deaths from heart conditions, at least one of
- them traceable to overwork., Myself I dont think it is worth

the risk. as always yours, Bell .

; Sthombqr-9.~19u7'n
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September 9, 1‘91{'(_ .

T

LR

Rev. R J Belleperche.s.J.
University of Detrolt.
Dear Bellt o

* One important thing you forgot to tell me is the amount of -

time you dispose ‘of for these lectures on Bthics. Hovever the
general idea is a very good ones’ - s gaon Towk D0
% S - RS K e . )

“+:Pirst of all, . though the textbooks usually make quite & mess
of the treatise om the End of Man, I would not ekip the ‘problem:™
On the contrary, } would have take it up in greater detail by sim-
ply following the text of St.Thomas. Since your course is to be
mainly philosophical, not just theological, I would ues the Summa
Contra Gentes, Book III, TYou'might take up Chapters 25 to 39 in-
clusive, De fine et felicitate hominis. I would proceed as 3%.
Thomas does, who follows as much as possible Aristotle's Bthics.
That 48, T would devote considerable time to the nazative gspect
of ‘the problem, and, by using the Wthice for the prepsration of
your lectures, give practical happinees a break. Our treatises,
fneisting as they should on speculation felicity, at the same
time ignore the practical. It is very important to kmow, first
of all, what happiness does not consist in. Herefoo, the dislec-
tical approach is quite essential. It is only when we know what
felicity does not consist in that we are prepared to understand
mere fully what 1t does conslst in. Ypu will find out that the
students are very interested in sesing why, first, happinees can-
not consist in the enjoyment of material goods, that it cannot
even consigt in a good name, in fame and human glory, that it
can't consist in the acquisition of money, snd so on.

Next I would take up the general problem of virtue using the
text you, yourself, suggest, that is the Ia lae, questions 57=69.
1 would not, however, use the sixth book of the TWthics except for
.the preparation of your own lectures. The reason is that the pro-
blem is much too metaphysical. The sixth book of the Ethics is
not really Ethics. And it would be a good idea to use the "De

Virtutibus in Communi" and "De Virtutidus Cardinalidus" from the
Quaestiones Disputatae, especially the articles which contain a
" general division of the various kinds of virtues.




And finally I would give them some examples taken from
the third and fourth books of the Ethice. You might indeed
advise these students to procure the text of Aristotle which
is avallable in cheap aditions. T would use these two books
%o give them an idea of what a moral treatment of the virtues
consiet in and I would stress more particularly such virtues
as magnificence and magnanimity. These virtues ard usually
naglected. ‘

This covers a lot of territory, In fact, I had thought
ab first that it might be best to confine yourself to the treate
ment of human happiness (Third back of Summa Contra Gentes) and
$o the treatise on the Divine Lawv in the game third book 8.C.0G.
chapters 107 to 146 —using, of course, the Ia ITae for your
own preparation. Take a look at this. Tou will see immediately

vhether or not 1t will intereet your students. You have greater

L‘?‘_oxporienco than I have.

It might be & good idea to read John of St.Thomas "Isagoge"
‘the part vhers it shows the order of Ia ITae. Thera exists a
French translation of this "lsagoge". Thare may be an Englich
translation. If you are alloved to Zo into moral theology, I
would give the students & copy. Put azain you are the better

Jndso .
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Ueg 1947

Dear Charles:- , '

If you dont mind my talking sho
along with a Christmas greeting, I'd like to
ask a few questions which I've been wanting to
ask for some time:

le Where do I stand with regard to this de
Lubac business? At our meeting in Boston last
Easter one read a communication which he had
received from de Lubac in answer to a pointe
blank question: "Do you or do you not hold the
impossibility of the creation of man without a
supernatural end?" De L, answered: "I do not
hold and never have held any such view."

2. Has Gilson successfully shown, in "Being and
Some Philosophers" that Aristotle is an essen-
tialist in his metaphysics, whereas he ought to
be an existentialist? (Keep calm, mon fils,
keep calm}) I can gather what your answer
might be from a line on page 143 of Laval

Phil. et Theols vol. V, No. 1: "....on peut
stétomner de lire que toute science, selon
Aristote, fait abstraction de 1l'esseeeeco”

Is there, or will there be forthcoming, any-
thing in the nature of a detailed review or
criticism? The work has tremendous authority

-in some quarters and.through his admirers.its
influence is being passed on to students who

are not yet capable of judging for themselves.

=2
To these last, if not to their Gilson~olatrous
teachers, such a criticism might be helpful,

3« Is his general position sound, viz. that
true philosophy must be existentialist rather
than egsentialist?

Lo I noted with great interest the catalog
description of "Introduction to Philosophy"
in your current cataloge Cant lay my hand on
it right now, but I do not remember that any
materials were listed. At the same time I
hardly think it will be a lecture course. We
are thinking of re~vamping ocur "Introduction!
here, #ff which has practically been the pre-
Socratics et praet¥ea nihil, and a more detail-
ed knowledge of how the course as described
in your catalog is handled would be very help-
ful. Possibly we should drop the course as
some seem to think, but every attempt to do
that has been thwarted some way or othere I
have sometimes thought that a very good
Introductory course could be given simply by
the reading of most of I Physics and I Heta-
physicse

. My very best Christmas and New Year
wishes to yourself and Zoe and the family, not
forgetting Berta, if she is still with you.

Hope to see you in St Paul next Easter,



ALl de D L D 7

_ 1qu-+
Mon fils:-

, & brief note for the following purposes;

1. To wish you and Zoe and the family againh
all the joysf of the season

2. To say that I am sending you under sep~
arate cover awoversize Christmas card which will serve
to illustrate your lecture on "Le Sens de "L!'Humeur",
apropos "Monkeys are funny because they look as tho N
they should be rational and arent", ﬁZay”i¢¢;4;m1€ i;{f/b/
3« To say that I have seen Maritain's
YPerson and the Common Good", a reprint of the arti-
cle he had in the YReview of Politics®, with one
chapter added, and to ask why the hell he doesnt see,
-- or, if he sees, isnt willing to admit, -- that that
business about theindividual and the person is irsiisx
irrelevant in this discussion, no matter how impor-
tant it may be metaphysically, Am I right in think-
ing that that is largely the nub of the whole issue?

, L4, To ask, in a routine way, about the arti-
cle which was promised quite some time back, to appear
in the Journal of Mat?ematics, involving, 1 ;hink,
the theory of limits 8 le insight), and
especially pertinent ig%2§¥§§§§§§ée "mystery of Hegel".
I keep mentioning it Just because I want to be sure
not to be overlooked when it appears,

5. To say that I am told that you will be
reading a paper before the American Phil Assn in New
York, and to say that, since I am not a member and .
frequently do not see their publication, I need an
off-print of it, when you are in a position to supply
one, 3Better tell your secretary to put me down for
one on your list right now.

I shall see Kocourek and Mullshy in St Louig.
I hope they will both be smooth enough not to get the
animals needlessly excited,

as always yours

Bell

<FLIL/4T
Dear Charles:e

I recall that you told me some time
ago that you would be in Detroit around the end of
this month,.

I hope there will be time for me to
see you a bit, if it does not inconvenience you,
I have started off the graduate course De Virtutidbus,
last Tuesday, and naturally have already made use of
Pichette and other things I have from you Ye Specu-
lativo et Practico. I am looking especially for
the copy I am sure I have of your piece "The Revolt
Against Prudence", but have not as yet been able to
put my hand on it.

If time 2llows dufing your wvisit I
wonder if you would care to dine with me and the
members of the class, —— there are only four of them,
all mature students, one a Passionist father and
the other three teachers and graduate assistants
in philosophy here, working for Masters! Degrees,
Two of them have spent last summer at Quebee. They
are all agreeable chaps, and we could dine somewhere
out in the county, with ante~ and post~prandial gond
cheer. If the idea appeals to you the only thing
that has to be controlied is the time factor. Our
class meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays at three.
Consequently one of those days would be the best,
as we could turn the class into a "field trip" for
the above~mentioned purpose!

We would, of course, pick you up
at any designated place and undertake to return you
there sound of wind and limb,

My regards to Zoe and the famiiy,

as alwey s yours

Bell



March 3 ’ 19)"'6.

. Rev., Jules A. Baisnde 3.S.

Catholic University of America
Yashington D,C.

Dear Father Baisnde: ‘ ,

I owe you an apologzy. I should have written you long ago.

Yot I did not want to do so until ¥ could offer you further
evidence to prove our point against Father Hschmann who has -

.

" chosen to defend personalism in its most abject form, Further-

more, in refraining from any communication with you until my
reply was published, I also meant to deprive our opponents of
any basis for their contention that our writings are but a
conspiracy and "un épisode dans une campasne odieusa contre M.
Maritain”. Although my students have been hankering for an

open rebuttal, I refused even to mention our Adversary in class, .

lest I {ndulge in M. Maritaints unsporting practice of attacking
me in his lectures, as he did 4n Toronto several years ago,
"coram pueris, qui nesciunt de causis arduis Judicare®, loosely
attributing to me not Just conclusions, but positions quite as
ridiculous as he mads them out to bde. Nevertheless, had I krown

the publication of my paper would taks so long, I would have at -

least sent you a dbrief message.

My reply should have appeared last autumm. The first two
chapters were barely finighed when I narrowly esceped a skull
fracture in an automobile accident (no distraction-—I wasn't
driving), with the result that I was completely incapacitated
for a month. I got dack to work only gradually, and had first
to attend to my regular duties. Only toward the beginning of
Fabruary could I again devote full attention to thig problem.
My text should come off the preas toward tha end of the wealk.

Doctrinally, my reply adds nothing to what I had already
shown in my essay. It is difficult to beliave our Assailant
really read my book. He was prodabdly too carried off by his
personal enmity and resentment toward the Cardinal, Chancellor
of Laval University. Who would suspect a "personalist® of




turning on/cggn'ho calls a "dear friend" for the sake of per-
sonal vengeance on a third person? His attaek eame vholly une
expected. Vhen my essay appeared, he told one of hie students
in Toronto (who later came here to complete his studises, Fr.Otto
Eisenzimmer,0.S.B. from St.John's University,Minn,) that I had
~written & good book, although he did not like the Cardinal's Pre-
face. VWhen his first article came out in Medkeval Studies .(V),
"1 noted two things: (a) that his collection of texts was very
incomplete, (b) that the meries quoted under the heading "Special
criticism of the principle® must have been brought forth for the
purpose of raising a dialectical problem he would resolve in the
second article by introdueing the more profound texts he had
omitted. The procedure geemed to me rather strange, yet I could
not bdring myself to believe a man who claims to have pondered
all the texts could do otherwise. Any miegivings I might have .
had were suspended for the time when I met him in Montreal, the
late autumn of 1944, He repeated his agreement with my position
and expressly condemned Maritain's, adding that the latter had
never seriously studied the problem. As to his M.S, article,
he sald I would see when the second appeared. This wae not an . -
occaslonal meeting. My annual lecturs series at the University
of Montreal happened to coincids with his own at the Institut
d'études miliévales, e both stayed at the latter Dominican House.
I served his mass daily, and daily we spent several hours in con-
versation, As usual, he avoided philosophical sudjects. I nsver
knev vhat his true worth was. ' He had bgen invited at Iaval by °
the head of the Social Science School., I permitted him to lec-
turs in our Paculty on the basis of his reputation. Prom reports,
what he taught on the common.good was true enough. Even at the
time of our above —menticned meeting, I did not know exactly vhy
he had been discharged by the Chancellor, except that, according
to rumours, he had been too outepoken on questions relating to
~our hostilities with Germany. We had received him and, 1 must
say, spoiled him as a poor victim of the Nazis. Only once had
there been a slight altercation between him and myself, when I
insisted he use as the bdasis for his lectures in our Faculty the
very text of Aristotle's Politics and the commentary of St.Thomas
and Peter of Auvergne. But I thought this might be settled later
when he became better acquainted with our method.— Then came a
letter from The Modern Schoolman, asking me for permission to
quote from my book in an article "In Defense of Maritain", by
Father Eschmann, I etill did not believe he would attack me,but ‘
that he might make an attempt toward conciziation, however futile,
on certain points. Teaching at St.Michael's where Maritain and
Gilson are near formally revealed truth, I thought he might have
begun to realize on what side hig bread was buttered. Finally, in
late June, I read his paper. Only those he believed might be ture
ned against me had received off-prints, even people who know nothin,
about philosophy. He never wrote me.
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The Modern Schoolman allowed me only about tenn pages .
for my reply and were not entirsly certain they would be able
to publish it, Originally I ehould have liked at least the
space they had accorded Father Fschmann. Instead of writing
figst a short reply in the megazine in which the attack had
appearad, and then a more detailed answer on some other occa-
sion, I chose to make the rofutation complete right from the
start, thus forestalling any possible half-daked retractation
from the Adversary or pretence at having been misunderstood.
In ths meantime I heard of the unusual success of his article.
(See, for inctance, Theological Studies, Sept.1945,p.439) The
regult 4s that my reply turns out to be about three times the
original essay. '

Father Eschmann has already claimed that the English text
of hia article does not quito convey vhat he means. Mortimer .
Adler too, while publicly stating he agrees with Father Rach="
mann's doctrine, at the asame time claims the passage of his
Theory of Nemocraey I criticize does not say what he means.
They alvays manage to say Just the opposite of what they mean.

Your article 1s referred to in the last chapter of my
reply. I did nat want to quote his "Pacem amicif...” until the
reader could appreciate who makes Catholic scholarship a laughing
stock. .

YTou will, I'm sure, agree with me that, per accidens, Father '

7gchmann has rendered the cauze a distinct service, He has ex-
preasly defended the most fundamental position implicit im the
personalism of those Catholic authors who uphold it, and proved
my essay was not a "qul venture". Tather Farrell and Mortime
Adler hed been quite explicit (that is vhy I named them), dut
only on the question of the temporal common good. The former
recontly stated he never had in mind dut the ethical problem.

r. |

1f 1 had named all the authors you mentioned, the ensuldg discua-"b‘

slon would have been both endless and futile. Professor Yves
Simon 48 still convinced I am in full agreement with M.Maritain,
and yet he refuses to pronounce himself on Father Wschpann'e ar-
ticle. Sea what & beautiful mess these personal loyalties over
and above the truth can get one into?

Thers is yet another service he has rendered. He has un-
wittingly brought to 1light the abysmal ignorance under which la-
bour the Historical Point of View conjurors who devote all thelir
time and preclous paper to research on problems wvhich arise only
from their own shallow and contemptuous acquaintance with the
simple elements of philosophy. I have good reason to helieve
even those of his peers who encouraged him will, in the end, de-
gsert him.




-
. ®

As T had done in the case of the personalist conception
of marriage, and in that of the nature of theology according
to Fathers Charlier and Chenu, Y venture to say that Father
Tschmann's personalism will in time receive the same offlcial
censura. In this too, his article will have been a useful
contridution. '

1 hope you may consider yourself sufficiently vindicated.
With kindest regards, I am

Cordially yours,

Charles De RKoninck

Y




T , IPE R R , ) ‘L‘ .;
Rev. Father Bernard Flynn, :
Thé Saint. Paul’ Seminary,-.

Saint Paul, Minn, :

.o

This lstter will open with a quotation from ‘yoursy ‘#¥or monthe
I have been intending to write to you, but it seems that there is al~
ways somethlng pressing to do wvhen I am at my degk?y - 2 .. -t T

But that would not be giving you.the whole truth, "1 have been

doing things about this anewer, —Many years ago I wrote 8 paper for the

ACFAS on the first polnt you ask me about.'-1-cantt £ind the darned =
thing. I don't remember the solution.: I wonder whether {% was any good.
But it might have besn a starting-point: for a new discussion. 1211 have
%o do without 1t and get down to .St.Thomas' text prout jacedt. = .l
I presume you refer to the de Coels, B.1,L.2, nne7 & eq.  You will
note that he speaks of ®probare demonstrative esse solum tres dimensiones”,
and not merely "esse tres dimensiones”, for'each of thn three dimensions,
are given {intuitively and defined as first principles.  Now the question.
arriges; could there be more? “Doss mathématics have to stop mt three?
Then he refers to Ptolemasue!. argument. If this arfument vere valid, . -
then we would have demonstrated implicitely that neither can there bs
more than thmee in nature.. Howaver, if mathematics conld conceive a
fourth, eay, then {¢ would still belong to experience to teach us whe-

ther there is a fourth in nature. Vhen % eay “%to-expertance®,’ I am taking

expsrience in the broad sense, 1.e. aa comprising slso that to which we
must concluds in order to save experience proper. T
Now mathematics is not confined to ‘three-dimensional continuums.
But it should be noted that when we go bayond them, we have to do away
with pur intuitive representation of smace which allows only three,
If 1 only had that paper before me I could tell you more ‘clearly that
a mors than three-dimensional continuum is a’'dialectical censtructon’,
It involves the notion of limit. (Take a look at n.9, bt "rertium..."
of the same lesson). That thisi trus you can learn from the batter
physicists, who will ineist that when they speak of a fouredimensional _
continuum, they do not mean four spacial dimensions, but thres of apace

and one of time. However, the four must ba taken together in the sense . .
that no event can be descridad bus in termg of all thosd cocrdinates an




taken - togethor an one insoparabla boldorklats' But. und dias 1a nct
without importance;. that may affect.tha very. etruaturo “of ytur three
dimensions of 8PA0G. . I8 m&ght. for 1natance, colve. your :space, no®

{n: the intuitive lonso - wo.cantt rapreuant to ourselves a.coived space
except through a kind ot mataphore. as.vhen ®ddington. talle you- to look
at your image on a polished door kok.. (¥st autem valds notandum that

1 don'$ want to pronounce myself on curved space. It certalnly remaine
a double_ hypthesis. (a) Can.it, lezitimately, be applied to the phy-
gical world? (b) If eo, 4t still remains a hypothesis in the ordinary

sanse. The first hypothesis (a) may involve a contradiction methodolo~ .

gically, as when we posit. some hypothesis which i3 later found out to

involve a contradiction, although it seemed so save the appearances;

the second does save the known appearances, although not definitely. _
Does your d{fficulty about tha ens per accidens follow from this:

. Risibilitas est ens per accidens quia non est ipsa hominis essentiag

ergo homo risibilis est ens per accidens? Then I answer{ ins psr acei-

dens seu ens per aliud est duplex; unwa proprium, aliud commune. Pro- -

prium est quod non potest abesse, ut risidilitas quae sequitur neces-

sario ex ipsa hominis essentla, a.v. habent connexionem por se ita

quod s{ datur unum, datur et aliud, et si¢c habent unam generationem,

‘Aliud accidens est commune, ut musicus in asdificatore; asdificator

enim non est musicus in quantum aedificator: gzenerato asdificatore,

non ganeratur musicus, nec ® conversot non habent per se connsxionen,

nec unam generationem. Unde quamvis rationale et risidile sese habeant

ut essentia, et quod est extra essentiam et in alic, scil. in rationali,

tamen, quia connexio eorum est per se, homo risidilis es% ens per, et

unum per se. Unless of course you rastricted "ens per sat and "unum

per se” to that which is such "omnibus modias®, that &s, {dentical,

In other words, risibile ie a per se accldens. . .
1 hope all thils dcesn't make you even more unhappy., Now the third

point. HcCoy will have finished his acholarity bvefore ths opening of our

.acadenic year, If his thesie is not ready, he can finish that in se.Pauly.

His plang are to go back to St.Paul. DNoes that mean you may be frea?
1 hope Kocourek!s coming won't prevent you. You must manage to spsna a
year around here.

I too have reasons to be unhappy. Our Dionne is in none too good
shape., He had to drop all work several weeks ago, and may not resume
his teaching until next fall, unless ke improves considerably before
the summer session. He hasweak lungs and coughed all winter. It'm in
the family. Enowing what Dionne mesns to me, you'll understand.

Yiow about the last point, You and ¥cCoy are pretty darn goodi
Koecourek may turn out all rikht; Dulac {s promisasing, and Y understand
you have more good students in prospect. That means that you cpuld
start from scratch and have a really well cnordinated bunech. Would 4%
have to include myself? I don't know. I don't .say no, Other things come
up. Yhatever it is, I'll do the thing the common gzood ssems to require.
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University of Notre Dame,
Notre Dame,Indiensa,U.Se.A. october 2,1938,

Cher ami,
Votre reponse m'a cause toute une surnrlsel Je m'attendais
si bien a &tre gronds, tance, repremlmande rabroud,etce.! Du reste clest
ce que je voulais,sans trop le vouloir car il est toujours penlble
d'essuyer les reproches d'un ami,surtout quend ils sont merités.
¥ais non,votre lettre toute entlere ne respire qu'indulgence et pater-
nelle anectwon. Vous avez meme eu soin de bien serrer les lignes comme
pour empécher que rien de deplaissnt ne se gllssat entre elles contre
votre volontea
nlle m'a aussi cause toute une joiel Elle m'sprrend,en effet que vous
venez a mon aide,tout de suite,et avec un plen d'attaque ptudle. Comme
je vous suis reconnﬁlus4nt surtout auand je songe au sur0201t de travail
cue par 1z je vous imposel Je ressens bien une certaine gene a vous
distraire de vos obllyatlons si urgentes et si nombreuses,clest méme
ce qui m'a retenu Jusqu'a ces derniers temps de vous lancer un s.0eSe
Maintenant je commence & comprendre que des -choses comme celles-la sont
nébess rires,qu'il est donne a trés peu de gens d'&re vraiment indépen-
dant’ salf-sufficient. Il vaut ercore mieux,j'imagine,faire ouelque chose
avec autrui que de ne rien faire du tout. Clest la loi de subalternation,
quoil Et pour un subalternens combien ‘de subalternatal

Le Fére Edmond m'a peut—htre mis sur la bonne voie,et je serais
trés reine si je vous avais donn€ l'impression qu'il ne m'a pas aidé
conscieusement et intelligemment. I1 m'a ouvert toute grande la porte
de son dévouement et de son savoir,et la derniére fois que Je l'ai vu
il a insisté pour que je corresponde avee lui,mtassurant qu'il m'aiderait
autant et au551 souvent gqu'il le pourraite

I1 reste,née snmoins,que je ne suis pas encore parvenu a voir (exactement)
ou cette voie meéne exactement. Il faut croire que ce sujet est trop vaste
pour le temps dont je dispose. Il m'a fait étudier, surtout,la matiere,
la forme et la substance dans les textes d'Arlstote,avcc les commentaires
de Bonitz,Ross et Joachim. Je comprends aue ces théses sont fondamentales
dans une étude sur l'évolution de la notion d'intelligence chez les grecs.
Mais il y a aussi Platon et les pre-socrathuesi
De plus,il me semble aue parler de l'intelligence d'un svsteme c'est par-
ler du systéme tout éntier. Or,les auteurs ne manquent pas qui ont déja
fait ce travail dens le ces des pré-socratiques,de Platon et d'Aristote,
et quel temps considéreble ils v ont mis! De sorte que (pouy) faire quelque
chose d'original et de convenable dans ce sens me parait difficile et
-de longue haleine. Il y faudrait une critique tres poussee des textes de
Platon et d'Aristote,et de leurs commentateurs,

Coincicence assez curieuse,lMr Simon,aque le pere Tard a mis au courent
de mon suiet de thése,me diseit avent-hier: Votre sujet de these est
vraiment trop vaste. Ou bien vous y consacrerez un an ou deux et vous
ferez un trsvail banal,ou bien vous ferez un travail serieux et original,
mais vous v mettrez dlx ensi”e Je lui ail alors laisse entendre que je




dtAristotes Tout de suite il fut’enchanté ot il ne cessa de me répdter
que cletait le un sujet trés interessant,pas trop long et surtout tres
peu traitd jusqu'ici.(Lui—m%me,pretendfil,connait tres mal cet aspect
de la philosophie aristotelicienne)s Sur le chemp il me donna les quel=
ques références bibliographiques qui lui yinrent & la pensée & ce moment,
et il me recommanda d'ecrire sans tarder a Marcel de Corte,m'assurant
que cglui-ci se ferait un plaisir de me fournir une bibliographie tres
complete “des Topiques. De plus,il se charge de me traduire les textes
allemands dont je pourrais avoir besoin..
J'ai devent moi la traduction anglaise des Topiques de la collection
de Ross. Je vais tacher de me procurer sussi le texte grec. Quant aux
rares textes ou SteThomas traite de la question je me repose entierement
sur vous pour m'en dresser une liste complete. Peut~&tre de Monleon,de son co
pourrait-il me fournir des indicetions precieuses. , = . )
Jtattends votre decision avee docilité et anxiéte'a la foise En atten-
dsnt que vous me donniez un plen de traveil sussi detaille que vous le
permettra votre conscience professionnelle,et les reglements du docto-
rat,je vais lire lea traduction anglaise des Topiques et faire des recher-

ches bibliogrephiques,

.. Je vais m'efforcer de mettre en pratique le conseil de
Polonius,fut-ce em prix d'un heroisme constant. Vous avez ete bien
inspire de me mettre Bn garde contre mon besoin dtemitie,et tout de
suite. Les gens,ici,sont tellement femiliers et inquisiteurs‘(pour ne
ras dire curieux)$ Je n'ai encore montre meg notes et yos derits & per-
sonne,mais j'ai eu ltoccasion de dire,modérement j'espere,ce que je
pensais de vous; Je t8cherai de me contenir davantage méme sur ce sujet,
mais ca sera difficile. Je ntak pas l'intention de discuter dtindetermi-
nisme avec Simon,mais je erains qu'il prenne les devents et me pompee
Ces francais sont de terribles "pompiers"! Il seit que j'ai éte votre
$leve,et il a sens doute lu vos articles dems la Revue Thomiste. L'autre
jour il m'a dit ou'il me donmerait peut-&tre la psrole,au coursl Bonne
mere} Imaginez un peu ma situation,si cela arriveit! Encore si je savais
comme Ulysse mentir honn®tementes s Enfin,je ferai de mon mieux pour
detourner la conversation; ew moins jJe m'abstiendrei de vous treainer
dens la bBoits.aux temoinse

Je vous auitte pour aller souper. Je vous serre les
deux meins et vous domne un gros "bec a pincette'. Mes amities a madame
de Koninck,a Mr de Monleon,et des baisers aux enfents.

Affectususement, h///ff? \
%M

.
P.S. Il feut adresser mes lettres a University of Notre Dame,Notre Damse,
Indiena,a l'evenir. Je viens de mo transrvorter sur le campus. Je
loge avce deux autres studiants; j'esrere cue cela ne me fera vas verdre
trop de temps. :




) OTRE DAME
/N - 16 octobre,1938,
’T:'? |

Cher ami,
Hier aprés-midi,dans notre Stadlum,le Notre Deme & defalt

Illinois par un compte de 14 a Ge Le barométre marquait environ
70 ou 75 degfés et le temps était humide.

C'est la troisiéme victoire consécutive du Notre Dame, ses deux
premiéres victimes ont été Kansas(52-0) et Gerogia Tech(l4-6)

Une partie de football est tout un événement dans la vie
universitaire de Notre Dame,et, je crois bien,dans la vie de tout
amérieains Ce n'est pas l'affaire de quelques heures mais de deux
jours pleinse. La veille le New York Times, le Chicago Tribune,le
Chlcapo Herald end Examlner,etc...en font un "headllne” en premiére
page. Le président de l'université,de son cdté,recoit offlclellement
de hauts versonnages qui arrivent de trés loin pour assister & la
partie,

Le soir du méme jour,il y'a un "rally" irrsdié,dont il est question
dans les journeux du matine Cette fois-ci,il v avait meme une dense
officielle,formal dance,le Cotillion des Sophomores.
Voila pour le prélude 8101gne ou ll'apréritif. Lesamedi metin
les heures de cours sont télescopdes en demi=heures. Les &léves
mszngent a onze heures,car & a midi le cafetaria est pris d'assaut
par les étreangers oui v1ennent 8 la joute.
A une heure et cuart la fanfare sort en parade ebjoue pendant une
demi~heure sur l: terrein de base-ball tout & cote du Stadium.
A deux heures moins un auart elle fait son entrée solennelle sur
le tapis vert-irlandeis,ct,tout en jouant,dessine des figures,éerit
des mots(Notre Dame,Irlsh,\tc..) Hier apres-midi la fanfare
d'Illinois éteit également présente,un corps musical de 180 membrese
I1 v a,enfin,les cheer-leaders qui se dcfont ltanatomie pour arra=
cher des aprlaudissements & une foule de ouclque ouarante-01nq
milliers de nersonness Ajoutez a cela la presvnce,aohqcune de nos
varties,de Fred Snite,le "iron lungs man',un ancien de Notre Dame.,
Ily a la de auoi creer une atmosovhére ”suoer-sportlve ek 4 laquelle
il est dlfflolle d'eohapper. Sans toutes ces "eircumstantiae! .
médiates et immédiates,le Jjeu lui-méme sersit sans doute encore .
intéressent,mais pas autant que le hockey qui est beaucoup plus
ranide,plus continu et plus riche en combinaisons possibles et
imneévuese. , ,
Four clOturer une journée aussi mémorable dens lthistoire eméri-
caine on ne trouve pas mieux aue dfaller denser en ville.




18 octobree~Ce matin jtai subi un examen général sur toute la
philosovhie devent le Pere Ward et mr MacMshon: affaire de forma-
1lite,de routine. Le but de cet exemen est de se rendre compte
si 1'éleve posséde. assez de connaissences philosophiques pour
se diriger vers l'obtention du doctorat. I wasn't told that I

flunked. ,

Ce matin,également,mr Simon m'a remis ma dissertation sur ,
le concept de science chez Ste.Thomas. Il a derit en marge:"Travail
trds sérieux et trés intéressant,qui témoigne de conneissances
&tendues et profondes. Plein de promesses"} Ca m'a terriblement
impressionnél ‘A l'instent méme j'ai pensé a tout 1l'hommeur aqui
en rejeillissait sur mes professeurs de laval,sur ltuniversite
lLavel et méme sur mon pays tout entier! Et je me suis dits"'At a
boy,Gene,your're doin' swell's
Cependant,il y avait quelques fautes de composition et il n'a pas
manqué de me les mettre sous le nez. Il corrige trés sérieusement,
ot avec besucoup de méthode,ce dont je lui suis trés reconnaissante
11 est & méme de me rendre de grands services dens ce domaine.
Lui-méme travaille methodiquement,et auend je travaille avec lui -
comme seerdtaire il ne manque pas une occasion de me communiquer '
son esprit méthodiques Aussi bien,j'apprécie beaucoup les heures
aque je prasse en sa compagnies , .

A la fin de mon travail jtal fait quelques considerations,trces
bréves,sur la science "physique". Jtaffirme que la science
physioue n'est pas une science proprement dite,au sens oh Aristote
définit la science dens ses Analybiques postérieurs,parce que
son obijet formel n'est pas un universel proprement dit,ne cou-
vrant pas tous les cas possibles. Bt je conelus que,pour cette
raison,la Paysique n'entre pas dans le rremier degre d'abstraction.
71 & dcrit en marge:"Je contestes. Verifier la valeur de ces idees
avant de les publier. Danger de scgndale™}

Je vrulais sevlerent l'amener a preciser sa conception de la
science "physicue"e Il a remis la discussion 2 plus tarde Il a
néarmoins affirmé & plusieurs reprises cu'il était convaincu que
la. Physique moderne était véritablement une science,du moins la
physique non eppliquee,et ou'elle prenait place dens le premier
degré dtlebstractions. Jusau'ici il n'a guére fait que de dommer
ltopinion des "scientistes" modernes: Auguste Comte,Meyerson,
Poincare,SorelyetCees , ,

Ltautre jour nous l'avons amene. & préciser sa conception du
hasard 6t de la cormaissence des faits de hasard. Il accepte,

3 meu prés telle auelle;la nosition de Maritain. Il m'a confie,

~ N cd e e 7. / N
a ce sujet,aue Maritain souffrait un véritable towrment métaphysique
&-la penséé Jes De Koninck et de lonleon enfon?ant gtourdiment
ls. pointe virulente de l'indeterminisme en plein nombril du
“thomisme. Jlen avais les larmes aux yeUXeesoe

Ps . . L \ . s - )
Ve Mepitsiv sgh zeiusllerent g Chicsro. Il viendra a Notre

- T am

Dame dens cueloues jours pour wrendre wort eu symposium de philoso-
rnie au debut de novembre. Le Fére vward vous a~t-il invité} Jo

lui ai demrndé de le faire,pour la bonne raison que le Pere
Belleperche avait l'esvoir de vous abttirer % Detroit a cette

meme epoaque, Si vous venez a Detroit ne menquez pas de vous

rendre o Notre Dame,je voudrais tellement vous voir,I miss you

badly. ;:

/’()’%% /Q‘v/élfz C//Ml;‘-;' &G IWM 54 W

IRy e Lo o







OTRE DAME

TN

7N
Qc3p
£

AN b frenicd

, R Lr-r .
LAl < - ¢ # - 7
R4 = (/L,(A./c,c.(,_/é AN 2y o VST PN CA‘DQ/(/ St / )
. PRI 2 2 Y
R v e o 7, L7 ’
cﬂ(/,c etz Il > '/é, et —"-—*——'1— W(_, Av'lg
4-.; L

N

e ./MI))C . % ’

LB — -CL

~LCel /,A/( «*.;7«/ v/ " ’

cet . Loy Ll Gl
=y AL y /! )
fl/ Loty 22: 6&/(/1, o Vet f//-% 7 G W A

b A BeileTpos o Boiai sl s sujos
/u/ﬂfv/y{&vu«ae—vl’-{
. ‘-

L?Z/JLE
,

Lo~

N

{ -zt ‘L&LL J*—-(/n_(/ {tu CWI/,L"/O

/4_/&'“2 /-/’ V‘///(’/«tfff//p(, gé Iy

da )Zu—{ LP2ea.

/é‘;§7i¢wax 7’4&: e

./uwu‘ < V%ML&W/
-. 7& “Lter %L,\-:(/\_\//: o 7 d

i e 'uuv(/ VMW/T;«; %c /'IC/V?/‘)/& ./%04_{ e

‘7 e C/Jba/(. ‘-C{Z,(, P 2/(,/ //cwﬂf.é/.—w’/ . ?/ﬁ—;(/é‘ Z%Z;Wn&@
//]/('/M Lo

é Zitn oo <
A fles s “ ' : :
At

//bt//'—&f—///.L ‘y-/a'/@—/?,a/ /«{Lg:c,vé/e

e /L'/Lfe,c/f é A 64 %V,,,,A ',-:"‘3//

Crzt i,

/pe‘,u/ 2 Qwé/é,&-/wx% P

j it tts z,ue/b.u/f— VC/%LCJZL—CJ,&&&C/ e PO / @2zttt ¢

ao e

méta-
oisiéme
re

sus
1ues,

ve de

'e

‘ean




—leg WMM/”& /a/w/xu {/L/% Yy
//L Vedore et —é/w% PecaTie Crive
A /./,/ou& W(/{,’?{c Lan 45-//22 e

[ N[ar/u&. L&w&aﬁ,f/c/u'.- //,/L /wbu%ﬁc /w/
Ao e vxm/&/u 2t ezt /;M // W
ML/WN«/%V/L@N e Mc/a/.z/u/z,r L e
J‘f'ﬂ W«&M Mz/./z_«é'(_e.u/ e L ,)W;/,f,q/l

R — ‘?,C{Lﬂ"(/ Wan 2R
(

o ) /f_ S A ar g </2/4 WZ /z./pv¢, ,&WL
,ﬁé; H«Z:‘/C"v'vtﬁm, . ww_ Lz/a/y/m e

M% er oo "5/ e é/’_f”y//‘k
ol /,o—u.z/z/t/l A e e Yat 9’;2‘

/(LWM/ Mec, 2ttq 2ralorie M,MW
AN ;W 4& faoc 44,5,{,,4’_ 44 Mémy/ /
e Ww;écuc &[‘Q/M/LA/&/M /4
@/Lom,e i L /V&MJ, ,Z//w%




/ )
/ G/Oéi ‘é ety ,,M ,W.//J/f/ Lé /@e/ CL@(_C
/ 77 Jl T e

z4A44u/t/~,/ 'c Nty ;L
/th&lgég léa /(L¢~«&

o s
/484%ZQAAL CA gt e
Ji regrette m

~ ! e
(/M/Z,a/(/ oy aém/vv{, M o {L,ﬂ/m/z/,-—

1) al’ ol Q,,Mud vb;z

WJWWA

Ve

Z&/ /’f
{,(_‘, AL // V&L (/(/ L LA A L/M/(_Zr/z/;‘
i n RS "(/m/ui/’LJ/L/L/\/Q, ez

Plur 91 /fﬁxéé b pniis i Dadad, 2l

‘A%.W%m&z&wﬂedz akwuﬂz

/e 4Al'?2ﬁ”béﬁf{

t

.,// . M} M_/L/
; ’ (I I I B B ~
(u/(,/(,o/«, el _A:;, L1 ?ﬂm /)Z/”é 7 > 7oA £

—

7
r LY
éM./—LLf ~~ el

A AN, ’;Lbuvbﬂ C( Lot é@ﬁw/ﬁ.'t4 éix’/bé F L &

bﬁﬂﬁl ¢L¢22002L/44>L2tamb .4524 Yeadats ol
léZCAA— ;}( Z L L¢L¢4b4a’/ /L4/0942»¢<Z05€4{2ﬁ;/¢ég

o
u(c¢ﬂ%%AA¢/M, Aj¢.;w(%é@&¢ g

u%u\/mm/?ﬁ‘/mi (»’/Le,wM ” W
L%gla//ixzvt&4~444 /J4bubuu414//;;A4& 4d§ C; JéZe44L€Z

,¢4Lubd
7

"i0<bLZi¢Pt éVZ:; «/2;4 Ze z/bﬁvﬁdzuauu//,4/Z/J"ackz¢<4
J%%& ,w/gfpmi ffﬁA/LL /tﬁqu, e»A{ /zﬂA,¢¢/L zf: 42422444625

ufébuoﬂ A7 @4L4444%4/7@99¢L¢¢/Z /4ga4,_£4443:224z

ﬁ/QA7VC/y v B CAZVeﬁ vovbtt &>$~bvb4,a/uu<i;é%i;L4
g ]L‘“bb“v L¢”¢rb¢ ,LA/ 6447v%;£l~€ Aé; 7”1¢@L4ﬂ”~

~7 LU
d ,/5/:uuaa{_¢¢A/L L. c&ﬂ@%yvb%/LA4AD'/~ ucq /647 4ZL024
SR T

/

// /

77
f?{¢¢' (en Joaéuhﬁ//}éégi;-h+1;£24/ &4-f12 }¢¢0 )Z”“%nb

Q. ., A
A ﬁ%— Ltw%¢ykyvmﬁ/ GJ‘“J .

8

~desgsus
n le
‘rine

tes
metaw-
*oisidme
ire

Isus
.ques,
re de

le

" Jean

‘empla-

n .
gel

uJet.

tre

1as,
1cation.

ons.

rs




Wdu«awauwb _Aes /.//M///V/ Z Wm A |
/,&z,q, /J(/Ww(féb &%WMVJ/::L // W -
) @nu/alafz"/u vé% e Aidaene W i Ca
7 g T (el oo
W&w W/ et Z ,//;,5/ s/ué ~/C&‘)/£ZWJ/) e 4@1@
A sl bt it Ceccil v/z//ge e A/WL% Fet

s m/ ;'A,ac el ;':aumlu /zz/afu/,l e //gu/w/vé |

. ) ,/vf/((/r/t_,g /,_J ,L L—@
j&&, gﬁ 0 _% /%

P

/ f elie LM»:L/ =9 ,y/\-/./ce,
7 fbprnAt et 74/é ﬁ[/g//(% %uu_’ 271,0.1_, a/r/\xj/ W/LLb

ﬂ St Z/L*\—\.

/ f J J f/j uﬂ% % %Cé VI L’L/I/(/b(fd/éﬂ/w
o {
L Ke Aeet) «M &)ML Tt ’_{,,_,»L Z /’é, nm 'y
e G- e Cod !
teveiidly /
[ g 7 )
le Lo ocilion a4 Frees <2 Ze ity
“’(/"e’ /(-W ‘ 0 7#%%(‘,1./1,/

—»fm_/r_q/ v(_/ .

et LUy 22y ’z&t»-?,

Cy., T
/m.,? Lo Epai A (l/e/)/@ y ()/ WL é e 02 7 /WJ/CU-'I/)_/
Ll /L—"‘-*L/\,\{ Fh,a/ < )
iy < )/7/5(/‘-"‘9/( - WC{Q& /
J) ZAL . /@&é"‘ - %/L

CL .,/ C -
/ I 4 )’C/UZ /)/ /‘/,7/(’ q.__) o L ,n C/L
- < 644/' 2 o

4&&4 L.
(,4/1_ o2l D .Z ; /
<y, el Lt A Lz
‘{( /( o

-5 eUL Q |
. \Id L\/"’C et c[‘é’z/!_ /44/?4\/& 2 /
: 14

Hs iy i

o , , raild e | rl
cele. gwacluz, oS ML aQ,m/

y('AL / Jy/ ;&-‘ é"/"‘m W%&ré/blj
2

LV _4 Dot

Jff ezl g L'/t/u, “iu-avzz—yz )

) éDMé :/:}-——)/

= a2 L




/ CABINET DU DOYEN

XR uA%“x\5%¢AﬁA%
% y‘yWA,"L) T' £
Y.
[ Sebo, @n gt
'f/t_,z l:\-i) .

UNIVERSITE LAVAL
FACULTE DE PHILOSOPHIE

Mon cher Eugéne:

_ Voiel ma suggestion. Falre une étude sur les .
quatre espéces d'opposition:de contradiction,de EBEEERX
privation,de contrariété,et de pelatlion. Il y & l&-dessus
un opuscule autrefols attribué & saint Thomas (Jean le
considérait encore commne authentique),dont la doctrine
semble toutefols thomlste.

I1 faudrait étudier tout d'abord ces différentes
espéces dlopposition chez Aristote,surtout dans la meta-
physique. La distinction entre la premiére et la troisidme
gspece,p.ex.,est le fondement de la distinction entre
1a science et la dialecticue. Vous trouverez la-dessus
énormément de précisions dans les Toplques,Sophistiques,
et Rhétoriques.(Lisez ces traités avec le commentalre de
Sylvexster maurus) Clest ce ¢ui distingue le pilus
profondéement Aristote de Platon.(Voir & ce sujet le
Sophiste) . '

Ensuite dans saint Thomas méme, et enfin dans Jean
de saint Thomas. Du moins clest ltordre & sulvre dans
ia présentation du travail. Mais Je wous consellle de
1ire tout d'abord Jean lui-méme,surtout Cursus Phil.,

Tome II, p.808( IITPe,0.X,2462)s = - ' ’

Toute la philosophie moderne est fondée sur la

confusion de ces différentes espéces dVoppositionx.

Le mathematique moderne. aussl dans. la mesure ou elle

veut stériger en logique becientifique,olt elle. veut rempla-
cer la logigue démonstrative par la dialectique(voir :
saint Thomas,létaph ¥Exzeekzsx IV,lect.4) La question

est dtun inteérdt tout particulier dans l'étude de Hegel

et de Harx. - N K o X

~ On pourrait tr&s facilement se perdre dans ce sujet.
Contentez-vous dlabord de bilen voir la diffirence entre
ies diff.rentes espéces en lisant Aristote,saint Thomas,
et Jean. Vous saurez ensuite quoi choisir dans l'applicatioc]

Je suis trés heureux de votre attitude génerale. g
Ne vous lalssep pas entrainer dans de vaines discussions.
Tous ces gens ne désirent pas savoir quomodo se habeat
veritas rel,ils vivent et sont heureux dans le discours
sépare,

Contiruez & m'ecrire.




University of Notre Dame,
Notre Dame,Indiana,. 17 novembre, 1938,

Cher m, Be Koninck, X
Je suis tres heureux d'apprendre que vous etes

tres heureux de mon attitude generale. Je suls d'autant plus heureux
que cette nouvelle est pour mol une heureuse surpriie. Je m'atten-
dais & un peu moins d'enthousiasme de votre part. Aussi,ce "tres
heureux" me fait beaucoup de bien et me donne un nouveau courage.
Je sens si profondément que votre désapprobation,surtout en matiere de
rhilosophiesaurait pour effet de me faire perdre toute confiance
en moi-méme, -

Quant & mes "attitudes particuliéres" je ne compte pas que vous -
en soyiez toujours satisfait,je n'en suis pas toujours satisfait .
moi-mémeé. Qu'est-ce que vous voulez? Operatio sequitut esse,et,apres
" tout, je suls rien que moi-meme, .,
J'ai cependent le ptaisir de vous annoncer que le P, Moore a ete
trés satisfait de ma disgertation sur les relations de 1'Ethique
et de 1'Histoire,et les éleves aussi. J'ai traité le sujet en me
plagant au point de wvue de la fin de 1'homme et de ses activitése
J'ei debutd par quelques considerations génerales sur la science
historique,en m'aident de vos notes sur la philosophie de l'histoire. |
Mon travail a suscitd d'intéressantes disoussions,en particulier , m
sur ma conception de la science historiquee On a finalement adopte

mon point de wue.

Je tdche d'éviter autant que possible les vaines
discussions,mais je ne réussis pas tougours. Clest ordineirement
apreés coup qu'on sfapergoit qu'une discussion a été vaine ou non,
du moins a mon age. C'est ainsi que l'autre jour,a un thé chez
Dubos, j'ai eu le cran (ou fait la bétiqe) de discuter avec Jacques
Maritein lui-meéme. Ce ntétait pas premédite,en aucune fagon.

Je voulais tout simplement lui demander quelques tuyaus en rapport
avec la dialectiquee Il m'a d'abord répondu qu'il ne pouvait pas

m'en donner,pour la bomne, raison que ce probléme 1'embétait beau-
coup lui-méme et qu'il n'gvgiy pas encore d'opinion definie sur

ce sujet, Puis ilrs'est refére au IVe livre de la Metarhysique et
m'indiqua ou se trouvait,selon lui,le point crucial de la questione.
Et,je ne sais plus comment,mais la discussion glissa rapidement ,

de la dialectique a la physiques Oh} alors,mon démon s'est emparé

de moi,je devins litbéralement possédee Je ne me suis Jjamais amssi
fortement senti koninckien (bon ou meuveis)e Je pris la parole et

le mis en demeure de me montrer sur quoi il pouvait bien fonder la
nécessité de la science physique,étant domné que la rhysique ne connait
ni essences réelles,ni propriétés essentielles réelles; comment il
pouvait bien placer.la physique dans le troisitme degré d'abstraction,
étent domné que ce degre d'sbstraction est un degré dtabstraction
philosophique,etcess Il ossaya de m*expliquer comment la physique




-2

pouvait,au moyen de la methematique,trouver un substitut de l'essence,
etCees Jo nt'y ai rien comprise (Madame Maritain assistait loyale~
ment son époux)s

Heureusement,ls discussion n'a pas durée Elle me laissa,néanmoina,
passeblement confus. Je me sentis eussitot eprés imprudent et préten~
tieux,tout & la fois,et je jurai,mais un peu tard,qu'on ne m'y
prendrait plus. Et puis,ctest un peu sa fautes. Il est d'une simpli-
oité si chearmente qu'on a tot fait,avec lui,d'oublier les distances
d*age et de science. Je 1tavais déja rencontré plusieurs fois chez
lui ou il mtappelait pour revoir l'anglais de ses conférances.

En passant,le symposium philosophique a été,dans l'opinion de
plusieurs,un franc succosysi on fait ebstraction de la longueur .
des conférences ot de l'accent étrenger de la pgreande majorité des
conférencierse A mon avis son grand défaut a &té de manquer de
profondeur philosophique,h 1texception peut-8tre des discours de
Meritain et de Adlere Ce dernier a donné une conférence trés brillante
ot a épaté tous les assistents. Il a citd Aristote et St.Thomas,il
6tait cependent difficile de juger s'il les possddait bien.

g Le sujet de these que vous me proposez me sourit
. beaucoupe Je nd sais pas encore,comme Vous,comment "goute la philo-

sophie moderne est fondde sur la confusion de ces différentes es-
pdces dtopposition",mais je m'en doute un peu déjhe Je pressens
aussi qu*il feut chercher de ce cote pour trouver une explication
aux futiles élucubrations des scolastiques modernes,surtout en
matiére de philosophie des sciences. Enfin,si je puis mener & bien -
. aettgébuda, je me trouverai,du coup,en possession d'un merveilleux |
instrument de trevail,dtune ligne directrice pour mes recherches -
futurese : -
Jai fait une premiére lecture d'Aristote,de SteThomas,de Je de
SteThomase J'ai parcouru,aussi,le De Quatuor Oppoeitis qui me parait
franchement thomiste; en tout cas,il ne manque pas de profondeurs.
Jusqutici je crois qu'il importe avent tout de préciser exactement
le fondement propre de chaque espdce d'oppositions contradiction:-
Stre et néant; privation: acte et puissances coptrarié'bé: mouvement e
Je ne sais pas encore quel fondement attribuer a la relatione.
De plus,serait-il ;( vrai de dire que tout jugement portent sur des
contradictoires est nécessairement vrai ou faux parce que 1tstre
en temt que tel implique eussi bien 1l'existence que ltessence?
Cette idée m'est venu en lisant un texte des Catégories (16,13 b I =-b ¢
Des deux propositions contraires "Soorate est malade" et "Soorate est
bien portant™ 1'une n'est nécessairement vraie que si Socrate existe
sctuellemente Par contre,des deux propositions combradictoires "8ocrate
est malade","Socrate ntest pas melade",1tune est weabny vraie et
1tautre nécessairement fausee,que Socrate existe ou ntexiste pase
8i vous pouviez me donner quelques gclaircissements,a ce sujet,je
vous serais bien reconnaissente En asttendent, je veis consulter le
commentaire de Paciuse(Nous n'avons pes,ici,Sylvester Maurus e
Autre chose: en mathématiques il n'est pas question dtopposition
de contrariété puisqu'elles font ebstreaction du mouvemente Mai s on
doit y trouver l'opposition de contradiction puisque les conclu-
sions mathématiques sont netessaires,eb 1topposition de relation,
relation d'identité surtout. Clest vrai,tout ca? Et la Fhysique,sur
quelle opposition repose-t-elle} Il n'y a que vous qui puissiez
mtaider en ce domeine; trouverez-vous le temps de le faire?




J*ai fait part e monsieur Simon de mon intention 4'étu-
dier les quatre espéces d'opposition,sans lui dire que la suggestion
venait de vouse(Le Pere Ward l'a charge de s'occuper de moi,et i1
prend son rdle trés au sérieux. Du reste Je ne tiens pas b me passer
de ses services,o'est un homme trds méthodique et il peut m'aider
beaucoup surtout dans la composition de mon travail; ctest 1thomme
tout indique pour m'empscher de "fuser")e. Il stest forie aussitot:
"Prenez. garde,il ne faut pas briser ltunite” de votre thésel" La dia=
lectique l'interresse beaucoup,et je ne seis pas comment Je m'y
prendrai pour lui faire adopter mon nouvesu point de vue. Il admet,
toutefois,qu'il est probable que la elef du probleme de 1la dialeotique
se trouve dens l'opposition de contrariétd. "Ctest une bonne idde
que vous avez la",m'a-t-il dit,"il faut l'approfondir,mais il ne
feudrait pas trop vous y attarder", (On finira per croire,sur le
Cempus,que j'ai des idées personnelles C'est votre faute,et je
m'en lave les mains)e J'espére,néanmoins,que nous nous entendrons

biene

Aurevoir. Continuez a me repondreesse

Pe8o-J'ai une terrible envie d'aller passer les vacances de Nosl
& Quebece Le fait de vous voir pendant une semaine ou deux pour
disouter de ma thése m'avancerait considérablement dens mon tra=-
vaile J'al d'autres raisomjmais celle-12a suffit pour justifier
le colit du voyage,vous ne croyez pas? Toutefois,je n'ai encore
auoune idée ou je prendrai l'argent néoessaire. Mais a force d'y
penser et de le désirer intensément je finirai bien per trouver.







