in rageed $o effeeta, Jjust ez wan has a-li?&f?ﬁ gnd particie
1y

pated liberty in regard to his own effects, Dut on the
aupposltion that God bes willed cvestures to exlst, 1t ia
impossible bhat He not will them. It iz alse n@emé@urw,
hypothetleslly, thed é&m@a God hes willed osritain sreatures,

He will what i= requlred by thelr nsbture. And ginece the divine
will iz immutebls, 1t is hypothebieally necesasry that God will
whatever He has willsd snd thab He continme to will 1t.

Omne gpebternum sat neceasarinme. Deum auben velle
aliquid csusatun osse est setarnum: aleut enim
‘esse suum, Llts et velle peternitebe memsurabur.
- Esb ergo necesssrium, Sed non sbaclute considerae
© tumy quis velunbesz Del non habet necessaprium o
- Habltudinem ad hoo volltum. Hrgo est necessarium -
- 8x suppositione,

o Prastores. Guicquid Deus potuls, potesi:

wirtus enlm oins non minultur, sioub nee elus
sasenbtlia, S&d non podszt nune non velle guod
ponitur volulase: gule non poteed mubsri sus
volandas. Erge nwxiuss pobuld non vells qulge

gnid voluit. Zat erge negssearium 86X sunbodie
gia@ﬁ enm volulssgs guleguid volult, sicut e
vellsg: neutrun subem penessarivm sbsolute, sed
posaiblle meodo praedicie,

Ampline. Quicumgus vult alliguid, necesgsario
vuld s guae necessarie reguiruntur od 1llud, nlsl
8it ex parte eius defectus, vel propter ignoranilam,
vel quiz a recte electlene ajus quod est ad flnenm
intentum sbduycabur per aslliguem peasalbnem, GQuae de

1h. &%, Thomen,In II Sententiseun, dist.25, Qel, Selis
"Libertas & necessaris cvacuione nobilius idvemitur in Deo
guem in sugelo, ot in uno angelo gusm in esllie, ot in angalo
ra Genbes, I1il, 60.89«92

g

ond

guem in hwmina;fn see alsc (onbrs




Pee dlei now possunte gi lgitur Deus, wvolendo se, vuls
eliguid alivd » 89, reovsserivus est wum velle omne
L1led gued ad welitue ab eo ex pwesseilsis vequivibur:
nlout neossserium #4% Doam velle snimem robionslen
saae, suppesliso gued vellt homino esss, {15)

shaolube neseewsity, then, s & nesesplby inbrineic to 3

- thing that cmnnet be other fhan I1v 8. I 19 » necesaity that

iz derived from prior osuses, sush thald 1L the csuse Be glvem,
it is lmpomesible that the effest not follow, Hypobhetical
neeesyl by, however, s 2 yweannliiy derived frowm p osuse that
L guurinaie to the thing snd posterior lpn existenes, namely,

the ey f such gnd sueh an a&ﬁ is be h@ mahi@v@a, Shimn

sex tain @th@e gh&ﬁﬁ& ard PEOBEBATT. ?ﬁma, i maﬁ is %o &xnat,g»;g_ﬁ~

8 Pﬁﬁmﬁnﬁi 3@&1 ias m@mmaﬁaryg ir o house &a (5] mm buiit,
m&&%ﬁl%lﬂ &ra rag@irﬂm; &a_éad wills ﬁkiﬁ,'i% 1a imweaaibl@
ﬁhﬂ* ﬁﬁ n@t wﬁi? i, &s@wg nypothatioally ﬂﬁaaaﬁawy that ﬁm”
will It This lstber meoessliy, eltbough not oppossd to every
kind of sonbingensy, is 58111 eppossd to contingeney in the

strist semse, for Lo the sxbenb thed & thing is bhypothetically

netassery, 1t is not possible for L5 not o be, Thus, LU is
iwpogalible thet Socoretes pob have exisbed, on the hypothesls
that Sod hae willed bim %o sxlaty 1t Lls lmpossible that the
saw s weds of wam If 1t iz golng bo enb; 1% lg lapossible
that the retlonsl smosl be sontingent In the sense of “guoed

pobost esse ol non essd,” once Lt has been glven that ran

15s Bt. Thomes,fontrg Ountas I, 6,63
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2o HWacoasity snd the Hodern Seholsating.

&

iet us turn now to bbe guesslon of necesslbty e 1t is
treabod In the wejoriity of scholsst im manuelse The Liras

thing tuv be n?%gg iz thab, soubtrary v the explioclts beashing
1
oE 8%, Thomas, shase wribers depy the shaolute nescssalify of

any oresture, The explanebion wenerally given 18 thet no
gesabure hag bthe sulffisient vesson for 4148 sxistenes within

Ltmells

How, when the @@mv?@ﬁwly gufficieny vesson for &
‘thing doss nob exlel i the %hiﬁg itsell bub exists
8% least ip pert in something else, 'we hare an
axample of whet 19 onlled s sonkingent heing. A o
: ﬁﬁﬁtiﬁgﬁﬁ; beling is, therfore, ons hh%% has not the .
. f"m.é, :sxplamatimn of 1ts wwtmw@s in itself, For
b explsmatlon we must lonk $o some other being,
,ﬂxmatanuﬁ doss not balong to itz essenss, bub is
gomathing thet scorvuss to, Is sdventitiosus to, ov
i sddsd %0, the essene®, I would bde vosgible for
such an agsence Lo b noneexiabent, IP, therelore,
it i3 subually foumd existing, this fast of its
gristence must he sceounbed Tor by something other
than 3tself, {17}

I we compsare - Tor gven when L% Intults the Tiras
wvrinelplses of vesson ths™ mi%é sotively compares

ﬁgaﬁ@ ] niﬁicnag pantinpent %@ﬁng and geused beinc,
.t 8% is, balng thed A Lof Lo AXISE v@
e thor e ras L 163 gmm}&&ﬁ of %

RToh Ths Ehe graumd wf &t@ &xisﬁ%mm@ in snother im
prﬁaiaaly contingents beling. {19}

16 ?)mﬁr_mﬁﬁvf@m 1T, 6301 guoted above, v.id
iTe John Fe Jovormiek, SeJ ashvgﬁgh,awM®tgghzﬁima {Loyols,
. ﬁg}igﬂﬁﬁn 1931}, pelt
1’3@ Je "fi&ll’i‘tﬁiﬂg 4
Ne¥os 1939},

{Bhoed snd ward,
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Gonsldered in the order of scbtusl existence, the
senbingsnt iz thet bslng whose ecsssnce, as such,
dose nob inelude existence snd whioh, Sherelore,
does not, a5 sueh, Jemend erxlisbtencs, but ls ine
different to he or not to be. (19)

One Final guotstion vill pulffice to show mors explicisly

that thors gssenmsy $o bs no doubt 11 the minds of thess subhors

that ebsolubte npegesalsy Lz prediceble, only of God, &1l crege

turss belng gimplielider condingent:

gariun Siiud, qu%d iy sxistlt,
axjggaga; sng contingens &8t
; 25d%, Wi posslt non G%i?ﬁmrﬂne»

LLaud B8 ﬁ@ﬁ&-nﬁ% ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁe guod exladtli ex
intriaaaa& deberminatione of exigontla suse sgsenme
blae. (Dousk).. Nooosalles exlstendl nmnnimi on b1

,infiniﬁa ammpmtew@ ‘potest, (20} .

'T%ﬁ arrﬁr of idantifying bMQng whiskh ' drﬁs n@t have the’

5uffiai@n$ resson of its existencs in itself, with aaat&ng@mtﬂﬁi?i:”

baing, is# nething othsyr than zh@ fallure to distingulsh what

ig neceadssry per se frow wheb 1s necessery por sliud. W

ghalil zes that this error hst besn respousible in part, for

the sontradictory sonclusion of the same gubthowrs that everye

thing in neture is governed by a_somplete deberminismi 1,6.,

someg sboub with necegssity,) Recause ¢ thing duves not have s

anlficient reason for its existenee within Lteelf does not

malks it 2 contingent b@ing, but & pgugad being; « thing thet 1s
19e PaPy Blegried, In ths gﬁﬁgﬁhﬂ;_

Appleton, 1%08}, volsI¥, P233L

204 . Julas Hlekey, 0,0Lsbe., Zumpule Sehnd
{8111 snd Sons, Dubliin, 1912}, Voleis; DPeaOLel
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caused cmn be abselubely necessary, 1ts necessiby oo, being
sgused by snother. 4t the same time 1% should be observed
that the fact that & thimg 12 csused by snother does wmesn
that 1% s condlingent in one senss of the word, Thus, all
eregburas, whether they are nesessary in themselves or not,
are aonbingent in so far as they sould have not exlisbed; all
are vrodusts of the divime cmnlpotence and eonbingent sxe
trineloally, iz as mudh as Ghey ell depend on Godts puowepr for
exisbenns, KHobe, hawavéw, thaet this le = sentingenay that ls
predloated of ovestures, net ['rom sny 1nﬁﬂim$ieg%rinaiwle,.

buk f?@m a‘ﬁawér @xﬁyimsi@ %@-tham; 8 ar%a%ura éﬁaﬁ ig o ne P,.‘,l

timgﬁn% @xcrinaisa?ly in this way, can &b %hw peme time be

rJ—

n@aaaaary, intrimﬁiaallyal Tﬁis 18 frue ef the maparmtaﬂ subnwvz:

ﬁt&naaay whe: are conbingent only in relation hoﬁ#he divine
erasative snd eongervabive power, and nobt in themamlvaa, sinoce
they huave no poténey to nwnebeing, a8 has been shown.

In regard to the position of the modern moholastics on
this pelnt, it should be gald that a thing ls more properly
defined from what is intrinsic §? 1%; snd since there is no
intrinsio principle mak&ng'& gsepsratied aubsbance contingsnt,
such a belng la absolutely nsaessary, belng determined unigusly

{2
o existonee,

2ls 8%, ahﬂuﬁbg De Paﬁ.; 5, med: "Duplleitsr eérpo pohesty
conbingers quod in neaburs a?iﬁ&i&g rel non 8i% posse a8 ad
noll @880, Uhno modo per hos gued yes 1lls 8l forma tentum
subsistens in esse suo, sioud substantise incorporess, quae
sunt peniline lmmeterisles,




downers does 8%, Thomes resbriet absolute necessity bo
God, maklng all orsatures sonsingsnt simelisiber: extrinsie
which hay alvaasdy

ondingsney iz a contingeney
been éxplgim@ﬁ; ¥hy, then, do many soheolastlic writers prafer
to lgnore the fact thet there L no repugnence bedwsesn s
capgad belng and an sbscludely necesssry one, unless they do
ot know that this ls the sese, not distingulshing between
1ud?

E

what iz per se snd whst 13 ver 9 it does not follow thet

ie 8 belog ls abaoclubely ”ﬂ@?&ﬂﬁf?; it Ll the ceuse of its
n@@@aaity, nor does 1Y Lollow that 14 is 1%'$Sﬂﬁrw in svery

WEYa

Ad divinem perfeetbionen pertinet quaﬁ rebus

U orestls susam sinllitadinewm indiderits, n¢%i a

';quﬁntam st 1lle ques redbugnant &l guo a9y eEse

“ersatum:  agentis enlm perlectld ezt Br aduce?a
aiﬁi gimile qusnbun posaibile ease, Esss suben
neas aa@ gimpliolter non repugne ad raicnem esas
ereatl: nlhil enim prohlbeb sliquid szse neossss
gued tameﬂ sues necenslidatlies causam habet, sleud
concluslonss denonstratiocman, Xikid igxtur pe¥ 4N
ibet quasdem res sic sgzé productas z Deo uk
tamon es8 suse allt gecssss slwmplicitere. Iumo
hoe dlvinss perfesitionl stbteastatur, (22)

in vaply be thome who d@?? the sbsolube neeeaslsy of

eresturss on the grounds Shait God has the power to annihle

late them, #t. Thomes has saildz

Bi eaberw dlsaiur quod 4a guee sunt ex nlhilo,
uentum sab de sge, In nihilus btendunt; et sle
omnibus oregturls Insst potentis 8d non oss4y =

22 8%, Thomes,Jonirs Hsntes
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maniiestuw ssld hoe non segul. DLisunbur enlm res
ersgtas oo modo in nihilum tendere quo zunt ex
nibilo, Guod guidewm nen est nisi secundum poLene
tlem agentis. Ble Llgltur eb rebus creatis non
1naﬁm motenties sd nom esse: sed Uresptarl lnest

obentis ubk els det sewe vel ols desinet ease
A&ﬁf&uﬂ?&; aum non ex necsasitets neturee agst ad
rapum produsblonen, zed ax valum%au@, ut osbensum
ant, (1’.‘3}

Thus, all sreatures srs conbingent extrinsleelly, on the
divima will; come are sldo conbinpgent intrinsicsily, begausme

of thelr matter, while others sre gbsolubsly nesessary, being

albogathayr i?§a§awiﬁlg or not having 8 metter in pebtoncy to
{24

another forg.  {The lether would bo the colestlal bodlass,

“Yh 1ok were believga hy the aﬁui@mﬁm ta?a@ immorrapt&nla; ‘the

obeney of tha matk@r boing &nhausﬁau vy the ptrfaation of

h@ f'ovm. mhi$ && thﬂ shats of mamraxﬁﬁiﬁ glarifi&a b@ﬁy

which is ihﬂﬁ??“@tlﬂl@ﬁ)

The second point to be discussed is the consspd af
hypothetleal necessity found in the majerity of scholassie
mgnuels. The writers of theuse menusle speak of the hypothee
bicel neovesity of fubure events, a8 s necessity attsched te

gertaln conditlong; e glven fubtwrsd svent is hypothetlically

neeegssry I all the conditions required for its existence

23e . Contra GQentes, II, ©.30

- el Gupoasnm aubem res sle punt s Deo In wese
productae ub in earum natura sit potentia 24 non esss, Quod
gulden sontivglt ex hoe guod wateris In ols est in potentle
ad sliam Torasm. Illse igitur res in gulbus vel zen ost ms-
teris, vel, sl esh, non est poszibllis od aliam formam, non
habent potentlem ad nom sds8s, Eag lgitur absolute et simpli-
citer neossse o3t veme,”
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gre fwlfilled. Sinee bthssce condidlons nesd not be present
the wffect is nepeyssry only condltlonzlly, or hypothetioslily,
pad nos abgplutelys The following exoerpis bteken {ron the
wrlilngs of wvarious wmodern sohelsstics explein thelr teaching

nulte olearly:

Absoluts necessarion esd, guod irndoperdendsr p
guacuwngie condlelone conbtingenil nesessarlium ent,
relatl veritedsn nethemniice. Hypoithetice vero
neosszariom sty guod depsndanber 5 condlelene
contingenti necssrerium esb, (2%)

I=m the gacond plece 4% will be found thet the
prineiple ls plgldly undverssl and necesssry
only 1if 1% i8 sapreseced gs 5 hypotheitleel proe
pawiﬁium, Befa? o the Sais nNoosBsary czuss
gots. in *h&,ﬁamﬁ airenma%a“zwa, i% will produce
she same offsct, (26) o o

Nécesalbs hypothéiigue, au sens snelen 4O mobe =
Arigtote ef Haint Thomes enf‘n&enb par 1. une
mw&&m&it& entravée, bridés, condivionslls, cleste
Bedive dont lz reslisatlon pout Stre arritée par

1a d8fulllance de ces condlitiony préslsbis. lle
ﬂ&p%iﬁ NORA Pas ﬁ$u16u$ﬁﬁ% SO 1& mécawsismj

simple, de o8 gul arxiste {ex osugly pw*nrib¢d

at qul 1ul Fouwrmirelt nn wmint digthaane @ndﬂfac-
tible, mals encors gde ce b gxiater (ab &9

ool @st posterive In ssse), &% qu pau& venir &
manguer. Fur exemple, d'un noyau ds yﬁbh@ mie en
berre gortlra un Q%ﬁh&r‘ celp esb ndcessalre, oleat
la lol, la regls g&n&r&la, infeillible en elle-mime

st guent sux Glémenta gul 3& osonsh tuent: otest, si
Lton veut, {({ls thése)ie Huls cette lol ne surilre
sen effat gue si las airamnx%ancwa a'y prabant, =i

le golsll ot la plule Favorisent le germe, sl la

dent des rongenrs ou lg baohe du jardinier le pespectie
ent, Toub cepl, etesh presleswent ((1'hyvothdse))s (27)

25, J, Donat, 3.ds, Cospolosis (Raueh, Lnasbruek, 1924),
DedlY 8G.

2b. Jonn ¥, doCormick, S.J., Scholustle Nebgphyslos, Pe257

2T« Joseps De i@m’iﬁ@dﬁﬁy g Lritigus das Las Connslasane
(Beauchaane, Parie, 1929), DDl 3=
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Necegalby is elther absoclute or hypotheticnl.
Abgoluls necsgalty depends on ne eonditlon. )
Hypothetilesl noeessity depends on a conditiofess (20)
Hypothetlicel necsasity Ls therefore that whisch

le dependent upon seme sondition whieh nesd nob

be verified, {29)

In these bexits we gve gonfronted with » conbradiction in
tesrme; for If the eondlilons vegulred for the exilisience of
some Future event srs conblngent, then the svent fhat dspsends
wpon these conditiony is elso combfingent. And if there is
£ netessary conmectlon between the conditions end the event,

uhatt the eenditi@nslarﬁ fulfillﬁﬁ the event ia sbaclabely

f:aﬁa isary in rela sion to bhese condltions, If a‘@mndiﬁiﬂn

r@quiweé for the exi«ceme@ 9f'ﬁom&tmina is not &hmmlﬁt&i*

ﬁ#@s Bary ln i% @'f, mamrt fra?tﬂta b%img 2 Raweaaary &iiw

V.& ui@n of $ﬁm&Thl gfﬁls@, then wh&dwvef depands &nwm it &w”
not necessary at all, but contingent. To seay tm&t g thing
13 neeessary under eartaln eenditioms is nething obher then
to say that 1t 1s neeessary when 1t is nedessery, Bsing
given thsd & necepaary eauss %§O§m@ that alweys produces {isz

effeets and cannot be Ilmpeded, . -what cen e the mezning of

the asssrtion, , "If the same necessary cause acts In the suoc

28, J.J. Colligan, Gosmology, 8 Textbook for Collegas
{(Foyrdhem U. Press, New York, 1936) p.hl

29, J.As MoWilliame, 8.J., Qosmology, (Macmillsn, Wew
York, 1950) p.156

30, St. Thomas, In I Pﬁrgherm,, 1o0t,XIV, nsds =
Aristotle, II On gen, and s, Call, 337035, {uraznal. He
Ho Josehim, sd, Dy R. MCH 30, )
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. _ (31)
sircunstencss, 1% will preducs she same effect"t  Is this
not evident? How san s negsssary ocause ss gush produce sny
effeot other then the one of whieh Lt ls & nocessary causs?

ity of the cause depends

Does the suthor mean thet ths nuecepss

upon bhe sirgumstances being bhe game? We shslli see that
this interpretation of nesessity is atbtribubted %o the snoient
Stele philosophers, snd refuted by 5%, Thomss in the Periher=
menelias,

A8 remavked eerlier, hypothebtlcsl wnecessity does not

refer to the fubure ab sll. Arisbotle end 5t, Thomas sre

_;g@it& sleav §§@ut this:

Hoceasites quee depehded ex cauuls prioribus est
neocegsites abaoluba, ut petet ‘ex necessario qund
ﬁ@pamdaa ox maberia., Simillter etiam guod - habat
necessitoten ex sause f&rmwli,‘esﬁ neaeszarium
sbsolnte, Et similiter quod habet necessliatem ex
CER T ef?ia&am&a, a8t necessarium agbaolute, Quod
atutem habeb nocasagliatem sb wo gued ssb posterius
in esse, east necessarium ex conditione, vel zuppoO=-
gsitione: ut puta 2l dicstur, necssse est hoo ocsse
al hos debest flerli; et hulusmodl necessites eatb
ox fins, e% ex Forms Ingusntum est finls gensrae

tionig. {32)

When 8%, Thomses asys, "Necease est hos esse sl hoe debesd
fiesl,” he is referring %o the necessity of the mesna 1f the
end ls to come about, and nob to the necsssity of the end that
depends on these mesns in the ordsr of exeontlon; it is the

319 See footnote n.26
In 1L Phys., leot.EV, n.2
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. end that Bocowss when the meuens ere provided, as is evident

ia the text, What ghould be geld in regard %o the conditions

raguired for the exigbence of seme fubure thing is not thai,
this event is hyﬁathﬁ%i&&ilg‘masa@sary beling glven these
somdibiona; but that the comdifions are hypothetleslly nscsge
gary baing gilven this ond to be sbbained, |

If & fubure event iz relsbed to its proximabe prineiple
in sush # wey thst, 1f this prioeiple be glven, the effeot
will follow neceasarily, the only nocessity of whish Lt is e
guestion is an absclube neesssliy. What mey be hyposhesiesliy
negegsary ig the prnximaﬁ& gri&u*piwa wh@ah in vwl&ﬁium Lo a

remote froe aauﬁ@ ig n@t ab&aluﬁaiy maamaaa?y, Bun zﬂkning

o fmwavaﬂ%s that wn&@h wam noel n&aaaaa“y‘fram &acam&mg neca&amr

aaaﬁ 1%& ar@xima%a @rinsiml@ in giv&ag

dgiamﬁam a8t it@qua gupd, a8l rerun oresburum
mniversitass sonsideretur, proud sunt g primo
prineiple, loveniuntuyr depsndere ex volumbabe,

non % necessibate prinsipli, nisl necessitate
supposliticonis, 8i wvere comparentur sd principls
proxima, lavenluntur necessliabem hebers abasolubamg
nitll enim prohibet sligue prinelpie rerum non ex
naseagitate produsi; gulbus tamen positis, de¢ noce
saslitete geguliur talle effeebus: zicud mors snimelis
hulug gbasluben peséssliaben hehbet propter hoee guod
iam ex contrariis eet compoalistum, guamvis ipsum ex
contrarily componi nmeom Tulzsst noossserium sbsolute. (33)

If gn animel exista, 1% e sbeslutely nesssasry that ibts
death felley st pome f&%ur@lﬁimst It ia the szistence of the

snimel, snd not its death, thet is hypethebiecally necessary.

33, B8t. Thomes,Jonire Genbtes II, 6.30
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In this wey, il eresburss ars hypothediecslly necesenry since

Hed Willﬁ thelir sxiszenes, mob »ith wn ohasluba necenplity, bub
Sy oy
V3%

Frasely, gy sunsoattiewes 1% Lz fr this sevse thet » thing

san B8 at the same time neconzary snd gontlingent; the Hecese

gity, howewsr, ip hypothetiael,

Ragpondsy, Dlewndi gud ﬁﬁ%wmﬁ@%ﬂf & Guplie
2lier nesount oonsldevari. Yno modo seawidum

gusd conbingentiz xund. Allo modo, sesuniun

guod In els pliguld necssslitatis ifnvenitier:

akhll ende sot gden sounbingens, guin I se eli-

auld necessarivm habeat, Slaut hne Somum fund

sey 3poraben Lursers, In 38 ”ﬁa&b%.ﬁﬁﬁbiﬂﬁﬁnﬁ

est; sad habltudo aursng g4 mobum §3% necsssarial
negsssaring snle ssh focraben moverl, 8i ocarride (35)

f “ﬁeranwg ranﬁﬁ 3 iw ihﬁﬂi&h@17 noceessry thsh h@ %ﬁ“&

?;him@“&fz but he ?r&@lyid@ﬁmﬁmina@ h?mwa?f Ho rang ?hﬁﬁﬁf?¥@ ‘:

ifbia mav?ﬂy Mim %iﬂwiﬁ Q@ﬁt ngenk ﬁﬂﬁﬁvﬂiﬁwf?%m w411 wnd Bypie

. rﬁ@&i&a??? necengeny ia F&i%ﬁiﬁﬁ Yo the free decinian te run,

(3

but sbenlubely necessary in epletion o the rommine liself,

L

Ir sther words, Bodreles desny not hewe to rung thersfore 14

iz hyvothetleslly nesessury that he move himagelf, But if he

rung, 1t iz sheoiunbtely nesspanry that he be mowsd, Yhaet

PP

3h& 3%y Thowas,{ wnbra Swntes L, Ba03td e e MG VOLL ALIBID
ALIUD 4 mxﬁkﬁﬁwhz?hf ﬁ&uuiw ThiBHL%e oo Ul B UATHIVG @85 NGRS
”V&Mra et pwben velle cllguld canssbtun evse waly weternuwm:

sfent anim BESE BuwN, L1tz &% wrile zobarnildste mensarsbur, w5t
@vwm nacsanerlupls Sod non sbhgolubs gonsideretum: quis volede
kre Dzl nem hsbab noecssssrisy hebltadinem o hos vmli%nmm “p po
EEL ﬁm@%quwium &, 54ag%ﬁ&azﬁﬁw$,azya@ﬁwrﬁﬁ,»s’ :

:ﬁﬁ‘:# 35, 1'?3‘3@3&, ,{ 2 ’"«»%g\;« "%@,j‘.ﬂ &
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manualiste negleos when they spesk of hypothebleal nscesslty
g the distinsbtlion bebtween the order of inbenslieon snd the
ordsr of exsoutions “het should Hs noted in this regerd is
thet the end is prlor in the inbentlon bul posterior in exlste
snte, Thus, ﬁhﬂ end te whileh & {res cause dederminss itselfl,
is hypothetieslly neeessgry in relsiion o the free determle
nation of the sgent Lo seek Ghis end; such & ceuss was free
not Yo have determined itaelf Lo sush an ond. Unce the end
is present la the inbenbtisa of (he agend, however, it is
lwpossible that 1t nobt be wiliaég Letiey absoluksly noccspary
in wela%ian to Phe will debermlined o 1%e Rﬁd if the end 18-

willed, bthe msans ﬁ@awasgry bo abbain tnia and are willed:

hgp@ﬁh@nimalig maaansary Lf Phe and éamﬁ nut have to be’
wllled; deve, If the end ls ok &bﬁ@lﬁt&ly NECeBE ST} but thﬂy :
ary sbselutely necessary in relsbtlon %o the end debermined in
the order of intention, In the order of sxscutlion, on bthe
other hend, the wesns sye hypobhetlcally nsosssery, leve,
wnless $hese moans sre pesliied the sad csonobd coms eboubs

but If 2ll the mesns are giVﬂﬁ'éhﬁ snd follows with an absoe
lute necessity,

In relation o the and in the order of imﬁanﬁiun, the
mesne are pbumolubtely neessmery; in relatlion to the mesns n
the opder of execusion, the snd iz abeolubely nsosszary. In
neither sasze is there sny referense bto the hypothetlosl nsces-

sity of e« fubure svent ss such. The coming te be of sueh an
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event la elther sbzolubely necessary or coanbingsnt, depend=
£8

ing on whether 1%s cpude Lz necessery or contingsni.

1

Ad euiug evidentiam considerandun est guod

cun verunm hoo significet ut dlecatur eliguid
sgse gued est, hee modo est gllgulid verum,

gue habet esse., Coum sutem sligquid est in
prasgentl habel osse in selpwoc, of idep vers
potest dicl de 80 guod est: sed gusmdiu gli-
guid est fubtorun;, nondum ¢t in seipso, esit
temen gligueliter In sus causs: quod guidem
continglt triplleitsr, Uno modo, ut sle sit

in sus osuse ub ox necessligite ex es provenlatl;
et tuns determinete habet esse in sus causa;
unde determinste potest dlei de eo quod erit.
Allo modeo, asliguld sst in sus ceusa, ub quse
hebet Inelinatlionem sd suum effsctum, Quse
tomen Lmpediri potbtest; unde et hoo determinetum
cest ln sus csuss, sed mubabiliter; st sic ds
haa vere diei pouaat, hoa @rit, aed n

‘kdaterw&aaua die¢ qua& sit fuuu:mm9 sed auoa sit
© vel non slit,
It is algé in the Perihermenslsgs thsi ﬁt;?Thamma excludessa

the distinetion thet some modern writers meke hetwesn s necese
816y de Jure end ds fagko. Wecesasry d¢ lure, according to
thegse authnré, is what must be « what lg such that 1t cannot
not bBey necessery de fautoe isgﬁﬁhat as 8 matier of Tacy will
be; thus, necesgsry, alnce 1% will neot In fset be prevented
from coming to be, This s the view expressed in the followling

passage teken {rom an esssy by & modsrn thomist on necessity

sy, , lecbeXILY, n.ll
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and contingeneys

easlt im indlsponseble, in the Lirst plece,
thet we distinpuish twe kinds of aeeamsityz
tha Tirst de Jurs, which is o nesesslity by

dgence or by righis end the second de ﬂ%&uﬁn

hich is & neoessity Iin scbuel feot., and,

moreover, ws mush recopgunize that the g%gg;@
ont with

gonbinesnay of an event is inconsiss
Pivet typs of nsecemsliy, but compebible

withﬂﬁhm segond, ém avwm% can be dotermined
oz gﬁf@nﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ_ d.in sobusl faolt by 1ts sntecee

L be awmbing&m» from the moment
saedonts themeslives could heve
Ther t bthey were...But it may
BO ha@p@n thet & necesslty by righit doss not
suffice for the placing of the effectes.in @
- ease aveh se thia, to this extent that the
placing of the effest depends upon & aimpla
" negeasliy of fact withra necessity of right
- ‘oombined with &b, Fhe Letter is, 80 to apaak,
”éfalotba& with @mntingeﬁ Ve {3?) S

‘; mlzhnmgh the ﬁtaiam éid n h g0 89 far 83 ﬁa aay that w_w
ﬁhing a&n ba naoasait@teﬁ end azill net b@ naomssayg, tha; -
444 spsak in s way similsr to the suthor, in so far a8 ﬁhmy
gald thet the necessary is whab sennot be impaded {in fsct),
while the centingent is what oen be impeded. In regurd to

Jthis 8%, Thomaes remarks:

. A

Stoicl vero distimyerunt {(posaibile ¢t necossgrium
ssoundun exberlora prohibentis. Distlaxerunt enlm
necessarium esse 1llud guod non potvest prohibetur
a2 voriteie: pousiblle vere guod pobest prohibsri
vel non prahibwri. {Hees) sutenm distinetic videtur
egse incompoiend... (Quia) sesipnatio est ad ex-
terlori et quagl peyr sccidens: non enim ideo alle

3?. 3, %&ritalng Bafisel

an& d&?ﬂ, Hew Ybrk, 19@23 Ve
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guid esy necossarivm guls non hebvet lmpedimentum,
sed guils eab nedesserivm, ldeo impedimentum hebere
non potest,s E& ldeo slll meliuvs iste distinxerunt
gesundom neburem reyus, ubt sclilicet dissbur Lllud
nsossserium, gued In sus nadturs determinatum owti
solum 5d esse; Ifmpossidbile gubem guod esl determie
nebum solum ad non eess; podsiblile gutem gued ad
neutrum a5t smnine debermninebun, sive se hsbest
magls ad vnuwe gien sd eldsrum, asive so habest sagupe
liter #d ubrumyus, guod dloitur conbingens a3d ubrume
1ivet, (30)

Before 1t exizbs s thing s either necasssry, or contingent,
I% in obvious that, while s thismg i3, 1% i3 impossidble for it
not to bey otherwise 1t would be aanﬁruﬁieaﬁryg If ¢ thing iz

m@egﬁsayy da juwe, h@iﬁﬁ %i?@& that bthis is an absoluie nacas-
ﬂiﬁi ~,ﬁ ”ﬁ LmﬁL-Lfﬁmw;pmﬁ”;;,ﬁﬂﬁfﬂ (@& armin‘ is » '

&hat 3 ﬁhinggba 80 &n a@* - h@w aan i% bﬁ aasarﬁ@d 37 ahm $ame
time thebt "...16 msy 8o heppen thet a ﬁ@ea??i§y by right does
30
i fioe for the plaaing of the e«ffeet”™? It (s plain thai

here there ls confusion bebween loglesl neesesliy and physlesi
necessity, for the seme suthor has this to say sbout what he
has oelled 2 necessity de lures -

Taus the sssence of ths sphers requlrses thst all
its radil be agquel, It s in thie sesnae that 3t,

38, 2t. Thomasn,In I Periherm.; lect.XIV, n.d
39 Js Maritaln,ppa.ails, pem
k0. ibid.




&7

Thﬂmﬁﬂg f@llﬁwimg Aristotle, umdarst&nﬂ&a the

word naaa@mary when he definssg 4% se "thet
which ﬁi”ip. neture is debermined solsly te
belng®: in obther wmr&sﬂ thet which in virtue

of same eagentlial requiramend, csnnot not be, (L3}

In the sxemple of the sphere 1t i ebsolubsly nsssusery
thet all 1ts radli be sguel; the ssme thing wmey be spplisd bo
man, for by definiltion hs mmgé'h@ a2 retionsl snlmel, It does
not follow, howsver, theb man must exigt, a2 waes polnted out
in referansce to the hypothetical negesalty of the divine will,

Bubt when 8%, Thomes, lollowing Aristotls, defines & necessary

‘being as ome that Is, by 1ts nature, detarmxn@d Eﬂlﬁlj 5 8X 18 Lw

ence, doss Hr. Wari%&in sbink thet he is d@finifglﬁimﬁly 8

iogiagl mua@asiﬁy9 fhis @mfiri?iam is g&van dn é ?ﬁv&haﬁmagf7'?f

h@r@ LS th@ ammplat@ t&xt,jff

P, ’»

D Ve,

Mt iéﬁ@ 8131 m&li&a 1@%& ﬁisuiax%funt
sbyran rarum, ot selliset dicsbup 111&,_nwea$-
ﬁari&ms guod in sug natura detepmingtum %3%
golwn 28 ssgs, {42) .

Tee loglesl necessity of 8 proposistion does not necessitabe

the existonse of wvhat iz signified by the propusision. This

necessity refers only %o the mode of composiblon of the sub jsct

end prediosts, and doss nob vefer to physical »resllsy. In this
wey 1% is an shsolusely necesssry and eternsl truth thei two
and thres should sgual £ive and that wsn should be an snimsl,

11s  Jo Murisein,op.ol
gga Ste fh@ﬁﬁﬁ,:iwaw‘a




In other woprds,; 1t would bs ghsolulbely neopssssry with 2
logiosl neozsslity, theb men be an sunlmal whether he swar

existed sxbrs antitlse or not; this Is beosuss nocese

gayry proposibions heve sn eberasl sxisbencs i fhe maind of
Gods Surely it doss not Fellow bheb, becauss 1L La shernally

snd necessarily trus thet ssh I8 an animsl, he muss, tharsfore,

sbernelly end nsossserily exiadt, To make thiz olesr beforo
reburniung bo snbther Aiffleulty Ln Mre Masritaln®s vext, lus

e reswll the distinesion meds in the first chapber babwesn

S8 Terom b8, sod with this in wind, twn Lo s

szt in &&e gy 3%. Thomzg dyews our sbhontion o vhis disiinoe

%imm iw refarense 5o The guesh

@mé mm¢?af@@1 ymvﬁuatﬁéﬁm&@

- oh 1z ﬁi@ﬂ that argues fov the ternlty of erested truth on the .

§?&ﬂﬁ@& %h&t universsls sre et

oh jeotion:

Dicendwn quod sllquld vsse gemper ot ubligue,
potest intelligl dupliciter. imo wodo, gula
hebet In s¢ unde s¢ oxtendat ed omne tempus
gt »d omne locum, #isul Deo competli esae
ublgue ot semper, Allc moedo, guls non habeb
in ge @am deterslinetor sdaliyusem locum vel
tempus; sisud materis primes disiiur ssse uns,
non quis hebet unsn fopmaex, sioud homo spl
wnne ab wlbtete uniug formees, sed per romnoe
tlonen ommiuve formerun distinguentium, &£
pur hune modum, guodlibet wnlversals dleltur
sgse ublgue ¢t semper, Ingusnhitum universslix
gbatrshunsur sb hie @ﬁ nunc. Sed ex quo non
ssgultur oz asse &%@@rna» Risd in intel)e
3% guis 21% seternus, (43}

1-3,3@ Eﬁta l‘}gh@m&@g&ig ﬁ{.olég ﬁs?g G3 Lo

on of the eternlty of universels .

Ehe Iu,”M Thomas wnawsers sn. .

minle Here iz his reply bo:the .




One cehnet repson from the loglesl neceasity of & prow
poglition o the shyelesl saisfence of whet the proposition
signifies, John of 8%, Thomen, in hiz commentary on the

sbove pessnage loaves no doubt shout ths distinction:

olllieltny euavio, quod haee veritas oreais
FeoeEOBRT b mﬁn ﬂiﬁ&%ﬁ? geterns positive say
durstive: gula seternltss guanitun e duvse
Slonesn suppinly exlsbentism, guae pon debar
in cresburis secunduw s¢ of eassentisliter,
Sed dloitwr seterna Gupliciter: primo nepe
ative, sscundo denomineiive sen @bjaehivaev
Prime mode dleltur aseterne, guls non Pandsbtur
& jus varitam ¢t sonnexis in sligua matation@
tsxporsll, nee depondet ab hic et nine nd
pssﬁiﬁ v&v@ 1&@&%11@1* llsex aﬁuyfaﬂ b #xda
t o

-@ah abj&etam juﬁi@ii
1l 3&13 p@rﬁiaipanﬁ@ ab iilu nma&anitsﬁsm...(u&)

“%ﬁ&li%@r im ﬁ@%ﬁ% ﬁw@aﬁig Bage Pobest ﬁ@aaaaitmg A&&nluta“¢ (@5)
In this plecs £%. Thomes doos not disouss loglical
possibliity or necesalty et such; 1t is s question of resl

being snd not sng yerum ﬁ&rﬁ, and in the Perihsrmenciass,

it 18 o resl, phywical necsssity thet ls ettributed %o
those bsings thet ar@.&atarmin@é‘umiqualy to existence, and
not » leglesl neeeagltyy If 1% were logloally necoesssry for

some thi ng to exlet, iﬁ eould névem not exisd, since 1lis none

polorlony, T.IIl, p.63Th, (Italics our own)
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sxistence wonld be comtresdictory, It is logleslly m%céﬁaary
Tor Ood slone to exist, for only His nonesgplstonce is & oontrue
diotion, which doss not 8t all exclude absolube nscasslity from
eresbures, ass 9%, Thomps clearly sxplains. Hrlefly, man is
detsrmined by his very meburs to be s veblonel snimel, sinve
this is his nature; but hw ip net determined by bis very reiture
te axist,

It is pisin, however, from Mr, Marlitsinta words, that,
glthough he glves an sxample of sn abeoluie loglosl necsssity,

= what he sobtuslly ues in mind is 9 resl uneesesity. (Let it

B r@mavwmu ﬁhn% we do mat_mwuﬁ; vhat & logical n segal by i&

nmﬁ a f@al naw@ws vy iﬁ Eh% man wr of ang vargg it the ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

time, hmwavwrg he dﬁﬂl@ﬂ ﬁh@ aamﬁlutw nammaaity what he

has ﬁalled=n@@$$3®r3 ﬁ@w 15 @ necesa

Rr@g whiolt he has told
8ity sbaolutely requiring the oxlstence of an af%&atm end apys

that this seme sbsolube necesslty may sometimsa be hypotheticals

Whenswver the salllelsnt resssn for the positing
of an effect 1o thoe exigenecy of zn ssgence, whene
svar such » nesusslby sulflices for the posliting
of an wffeet, whether sbsolubely {es in the csee
of the properiiasa of the gsowmstricel sphere) ov
hypo%h&tiaally {2 in the vase of the properiies
o8 the metel upherel, ws will say thst the effecik
ibaslf is neges v right, LU Lo enough Tov
the plaeing of ¢ thet there bo @ certain
nabure or aa&amh&&l &traetura of whieh 1t is a

properiys (L&

3‘-@%}0 ~€5£_a@&' gog {3825
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And sbill, what e necessary by eighbt, {whabt cannot not
bel, what suffices for the plecing of the sffect, may not
guffiee for the plecliug of the effect:

But it ma§ zo happen that & neceasslity by right
doss pot suffise for the plecing ol the mff@otc b7

It iz not very fruitfal o sxzemine in dedall contra-
dieslions muah aw these; but $ti laporiant to wmake 1t clsar
thet they sre nob found in the tesehling of St. Thomss, One
more p&int'bﬂf@re“gmﬁﬁing’aﬁ to aﬁﬂ%ﬁar'qm@mtiamz Po say

et rmi@ sted in getuel

%hmug in svent can be

fﬂg& bg itéfanﬁ%e$d$m$$” ia

: maﬁaﬁ@mry lm'ralatian tﬁ tham

mamtiﬂg@nt, “'e.ﬂraw the mamaz

3@1vam amald h&v& baen atﬁay'%,sm:waa &héghwaﬁéﬁs is nathiﬁéwi:g5T
obhey ﬁhﬁn to atiribute to Eh@zﬁ?@ﬂ% & contiangency thet it |

had only so long s® the subseedents wers not posited. You

cennot cell an event conbtlngent becsuse L wes onece contine

gonti nelther sen you say theb an svenbd wus nocessary because

it iz now necessery. I the reletion belwesn seusy and effect

%8 necessery, then the sffect follows wibh e absolute neoese
sity, once bthe cauvse hes been given. 1t should Ye noted oo,

that even Lf a csuse is sulfielend, 1% dows not follow thst

i% iz necessary.

L7,
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Another common belief of modern scholantles is that all
things whieh sows Ho bhe in pature were Infallibly credstermined
in the conrbellstlion of 2ll the feotors of the aniverse posited
gt Lts origin. In the finel chupisr of this disserteilon, this
problem wlll be Srested {rom ancbher pelnt of wiews Tor ths
moment we sre conoernsd with the weletion &4 hes Yo 2 dlscussion
ol neocessilty. .

focording to thig view, the individusl heppenings in the
universe sre not necessary exoesph by whed has boen termed, e
necesality de feotes they are necoasery, howsvar, I the mulile
buds of faat&éé{ép%ratin@'tx produse them hﬁ,ﬁam@ﬁAﬁaﬁa GOne

silderation: Ih!such & charscberizetlion the Universal Cause

of a1l nature Fould be only s spectabon, %atahing the necese v

wayy unfolding
2% best, & kind of sooperabing cause, uslng the neeessary
meabings of Individusi netures, sz sn occeslon o ex2rolise
& henevolent Influenes. Xob that we hold this lebtber view
To be the one explieiily baught by modern scholestios, but
rether thet thelr dootrins wmekss 1t Impossible to hold suy
othewrs this s evident In the followlng:

31 on suppoess gutil oty pes deng 1'unlvers socun

agent Iibree (Intelligent), Ll st clalr gus tel

Evbnoment surveny iplebes (par exemple 1o falt

que tel foursnil grigps sur tel arbre & el moment

sur Yelle montagne) Stalt infalllidliemsnt predé-

terping dans le sounsbtsliletion de ous les fasteurs

ponge ¥ llorigine. *ais 11 n'y a gulune nbeose
aité dg felt, susuns néocessitd de droit. Nom

P& determined patbern onve soh dn motlony oy [ 1~
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gewloment eetie congtellablion de Pecbeurs pouvsly
Stre autre ¥ liorigine, mals engore susune des
innombrables rencontres entre sérlss csusasles die
vorses gul se sont produlies an cours ds 16 vrolue
tion du monds jJusgu'd 1w production de cet dvbnee
ment nlevalt oz raison sulfisants dena la struse
tuve egsentlelle de 1%univers, ni deny yns essence
quelsongue) lés gausss prochalnes &ngmg’am dans la
produstion d¢ cetbe dvénement pouvsient de soi
{m&m& 81 elles ne le pouvalent pas par rapprs &
tounte ls multituds dus ymwi%inn& de falt precedene
tes st concomltmntes, supposbes slleemdmes nom
troubldes), 2ire am@é@h@@a de le produlve, sany
quisucune néceseisé retiomells Fit vielse, C'éssli
de sol un dvdnoment contlingent. (it en consdgusnce
is suppuslition d‘mm agpent Libps Likervenant ponr le
mgdif%&r(fa 1°amp@ahmw meimp*iquw guewns impossible
t@*- &

4

These romaris ure gui%@ f%?@i%ﬂ o the ?@achtnh wf

??iébﬁﬁlémaﬂ ﬁw. Thomess An axaminahzan of th

.

Lh& YOy that i& responsible ?m@ aaeh @ debern Qﬁéyiaw of

ma%&r@a Eiwany 1@& u ﬂﬁﬂﬁiﬁ@? rh@ opinion ﬁha fnfé%@ivin
% o éaai avsnt QQﬁh.@ﬁ, the elxm@ing of suoh aquirmal in auch
? 8 troe at such s time on this wownbsin, is nau@«&mvy ir all
] the Taetuel clppunstences, pagt snd preseni, thas eontribute
5 to this event ave congildered; the mesning here iz gulte plein:

IP everything reguired for the existence of soms thing is brought

| about, then surely thak thing will ba., But is this nok guile

b evident? In other words, when the cauwve is pufficient in aobu
ssgundo, the effsat énauﬂﬁ immediately, But Lt does not

follow that the effest is @ hegeassry one Just beosuse Lu ig

. necdasary that it be whan 1% ls. For sn sffeel bo be necessery

puvoly, (sseslibe, Paris,

L 8e J. Merlvein, Las Pegrds Du
9 19061 p.58




spgolutely, snd this refers o the fubure and not to the
pregent, "o.otiitla in econtingentl, secundum id gquod In se ast,

o

non est esse o non 8885, s??taolum gsne lloet In fuburun
X

contingens possit non ﬁsaaﬁgwgéll of the antecedsnt causen
must be necessavry. If snyone of them 13 oonﬁinga?§, the
affect iz not sbsolubely assured or pra&atavmim@ﬁajgjfhia is
the ocasse for naburel ecausss which, as 3t, fhwma# s0 of ten
seys, aschleve thelyr effeets only ug in n;gggbgﬂginat beiﬁg
entirely determined gd unum. | B

The so cslled nmeeasitytﬁﬁ faobo exeludaéféll reference

to the Tuture; if nob, it is contr &8 we

a%iatmvy, wh 6h

#hall §6e, 13 §hd@ad the casge

%o be based, not-only on the ent causes,

but also upon the present factors, "positiona . alfcaaton=

comltanten”, involved in e singuler event. Ib is & nocessity
baged on that which hes not yeb comw %o be = g neeessiiy
that is neocessary when 1t Is necsaseary. |

Les cguseg prochalnes engagées dang le production
de cstbte evensment pouvsient de sel {(n8me s1 elles

ne le pouvalent pas per rappo¥L 4 toute la mualtie

9. 8%, Thamaa,ﬂuﬂtgg Genges I, .67 '
50, 1gé§., IXI, o.062 teme A cause remots non ssqule

tur effectus de pocesslitate nisi etiam sli causs medls nNecose
sarias alout et In sylloglswia ex melorl gde necegse et minoril
de contingenti non sequlfur conclusloc de necesss...tx maltis
gontingentibus non poiest fleri unum neosssarlium: quis, slous
gquod libet contingentium per me deflicere polssi sb elfoctu,
its ot omnis slmul,”

51, J. Haritain,
Itelics ours)

11, peb8 (Heecond

is supvosed -
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To say thet en effest iz necessery In this way, snd &o
say an‘th@ game hime that, eonpldered in itself, it can fall
to come sbouk, ip » oontrsdiotion; for hy supposing the
existonce of 21l the conditions reguired for 1t bo take place,
1ts noneexisiense 18 made lepossible, asince the Qause RNECHESe
ful in goty the conditions of the offsab's

poming o be, The expresnion "peuvslent de sol etre smpechees

de 1o produlrs”, In such 2 context, is mesningless., WTow can
the causes "S¢ sol" Pell, 4f oune sppposes thst they sre not
impeded? In sther words = bo Wring oud the wwmesningness of

such @ ﬁtah&mﬁns » how cen & aau&w Tell &f one gupposss thet

2o Ghe futarﬂa‘&nd if 1t s

ol 4 .Qrﬁaataﬁmineﬁ in the

wulsisude of fﬁ@&@r& presently in sxizgbence, or thai the Proe=
pent wis predetermined In the mpititudes of factors previowely

in existencs, bthis posisien is vefubsed in the Periherwencias:

S1 anlm similidsr se habet verites ot falsitss

in pregesentidbus et fubturis, ssquitue ut quide

guld verum sst de preessnki, obism fnerit vorum

de fTulwre, ee modo Gup 88t varum de pypesenti.

Sad determinate nmune 5% werum dicere de pligueo
singuleari quod est wibump ergo primo, Ldost sntee
guen 111ud flaret albwm, eved verum dicers gquonlam
hoe srit album. .81 guban somper est verum dicers

ds preesentl quonien sat, wvel de Tuturo guonism

erit, non potest hos non ssse vel non fuluylim 6886..,
Ssqultur orgp X preeninsis ~ued omnple, gnee fulura
sunt, necssge o5t flsrli, ¥z qus seguibur ulteriusm,
guod pihil 21t reane gd uirwmlibet peque s esaw,

quie 1iiund gued geeldit & vasu non eeb ox ndossslibate,




sed ub iz ponciopibuel hes subém rollnguls pro
Inoomveniantl] arge of priows est felewn, s2ilie
oel quod ome gund 95% voerus sage, verwus fuerld
daberninnde dioere esse fuburws, (52)

I the suther's mesning is thed, slshough any singls
sontingent ssvge m&g fall bo prodose 1% ffent, s1l the ceusss
in nsture Sopether necssaifelw this singuley vecvyrroenosd L.te,
"Le Teib gus %el sgumrenil primpe gur %) srbye o tol romeBb suwr

Balls sontegee®s bhisz ides Soo, hed been relsetod:

Oelel poswerunt Detuy fo giadee serie, seu
sonpenions cauBarum, Iupoenenies gusd oune gusd
An hoe mipde geoldly heldh oanesnl ©rusa duben
5 b sffeobun ponde 5% g e
R M M A O R AT
: .:,*.n Ai ! 3." ~ ‘6 1'3 R "] %
Be oh o4 ns oomeludebant o
ESate evenlunt,
2d hene refionss golvib Arlstobal
Yo daphyslianes inberleensy ubbsmgue propos il
gaavmpiarun. Dloly onle gupd non omne qued
4% hebey sousem, Jed melum 1led gusd est pep
#ee  Hed {3lud gund erbd par saoiders non Behet
anugans guls sropris non apd ang, 338 magls ordie
npBur oum pon oRbe, ub sulewm Plste Alxiss fnde
aRss gusiows, hwhal ssugaem, 2F 8lmilizer cose
pibumg sod boe gud asl, slinp ssee meicum, nen
Fubey sangpm: o8 Ldes vet dn wminibus hulnegendi,
Flmiilser otiue heane and feles, guod poslis cauma
shlem aulticlantd, necenge o8t offeciun Joniy non
gndn omals ceuss ot twile letlemsl suwlfiolens B840}
owed alus el fechus fmpedisrd mon seaeiil sleous lgnls
s8b miielens cewss ombusiionle lignorun, sod
bagwg por SPfwelensn souwe Tapeditur pombagsio, (83)

his io w sulllelons dlsovanlion of Lhe gewrasl tesehing of

e modern sobolesiles on tecessliy. e shell now Toelle up a

ey 86TeRI1L, mell

gﬁ? E Sﬁﬂ mm@ﬁ B
wiey J00kl.TIV, ma.liwll {ltslicze

vl

53s  Ebe Thomaes,
A
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mory partlouler quostion where Ghe deterministic poslition of
modern thomists lg egeln evidend; this is not o menition s
general lsok of precision snd dopardure from the true dostrins
whioh g to be found in these writers, notwlthstanding the
feot that the majority profess to sxposs Lalthfully the
tegching of B%. Thomag,

The lsat secbion of thie ehapber will be devoted %o a
brief study of what the laws of nature ere, snd how they
govern nesturel setlvity; omphesls will be placed on the
natursl charasotbr of these 1&@@9 An opposition 0 . tho modern
tagehing whiah makaﬁ them mﬂﬁ&raly unuaturai amd 1n fact p&r-

';»faaﬁly é@tarmlnsd t@ 8 ru%&r@;f

i.libly with af.a yr&mri nocessl|

e  3;5 ?hﬁ”ﬂypéﬁﬁéﬁiéél Necemalty

Having seen the mesning thet is given to hyﬁéthaﬁieal

nes9sslity by modern sehplsstlie writers, we ean novw pess on to

a8 econslideratlon of how this measning ls spplied to the lawa of
nabure, It is neocessary first of 8ll to dlstingulsh two
senses of the expresalon, "Lews of Naturse": Prom s philosce
phical standpoint this cen mean either the naturss themsolves
of things, zg pesspred and ruled by the eternsl law, or these
agures of natural eotivity. In the second

samo natures 45 ma
sense, a law of nabure is nothing other than a certaln incline-

tlon to sctividy, coming from the amgture of the thing In questiong
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it is derived, Ly wey of this nsbure, {rom the eternal law
88 partlecipated in by the eresture. This lnelination 1s nos
by the eternal

aimply the nature of the thing gz messured
law, but follows upon the lew s8 vreceived; it is nothing

" other than the nasture {taelf 8s a messure of fubture activity.

It 13 a luw only in & secondery senss, l.6., ensloglcally.

Dicendum quod oum lex 8i% reguls gusedsnm ef
mensure, dlsitur dupliciter e¢sse in sliquo. Uno
modo, siout irn menzurante ef regulsnte. Lt guls
hoe est propriam retionis;, ideo psr hunc modum
lex ast In rablone sole. Alio modo, slounb in
regulato et msnsurebto. Et glc lex est in omnibns
gquae inslinentur in aliguld ex allqus lege, Lta
ns@xibaﬂ inelingtlio proveniens ex sligus

: ony essentislliter, wed -

: pgwtiei§st&vaa hoo modo inelinatio ipsa
‘memby wum aﬁ aonaupiae nﬁum Mlex membrorum vouse

It is the seaond sense of the expresaion, "Laws of
Nature”, with which we ers concerned here. This is the sense
given to these lsws by modern thomists whon they spesk of the
hypothetical necsasity of the nebure as wmsasure of 1ty ace
Givity.

. Now Lt is impossible that these lsws cause the sotivisy
of which they are sn sxtrinsic messure, with necessity; the
nature would in this osse not bs neture, and the law identie

fied with this rneture, would bs cmmtradictory.

5he BSt. Thomes, Is IIse, G.%0, 2.1, ad primum,

A
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¥e quae euni necesparis, imposslblle est allter
86 habere; unde ocohibitlone non indigent. Sed

fmponitur hominl lox ut cohibeatr o malla, ut

ey supradioctis patet, Erge ¢a gues sunut noeoces-
saris, leg! nmon subdmbur. {(55)

As 8%, Thomass expluine, & law 1s s cortsin rule end
measnure, Whet iz ebsolubely neceszsasry, howsver, does not
noed bo be gontrolled oy governsd, since Lt cannot be othey
then what it iz Thune, in the same article Trem which the
sbove passage is baken, H%, Thomes romerks:

Fumenae enim gubernationi subduntur sa guae
per homines flerl possunt; quse vero sd nae
turen hominils persinent, non subduntur ‘

gu@arnmtiani humanas,. aailiast gued homo
-@animam wal manu& aat ped@s, (56)

'ﬁiv&dual msturma, by thelr nstural nalinat&en,

':Q‘naeﬁssiﬁa%&dwtha aobivitien whiah prac@ad from tham, they
would not be lews et all » "H¥ quae sunt necessarls, legl
non muhﬁgnﬁar“QgT)margnvex, the najures which are the laws,

| would not be nebturass Sthey could not be intrinsie »rinclples
of movement sinoe tﬁay would bs matters snd forms entirely

de termined g The matber whioh, together with the

form, oonstitutes the msterizl abmpaa&%a, would have to be
ocomplately sosuslined, which ls ocontradiotory; it would not
be s true potentisl prineiple in neture snd note thet a form
perfoctly determined gd ynum is not a2 nature nor is it e

gf;;: m.v if'hma&,wm GeF3s Bolyy ©




8¢

prineiple of natwal wovement:

Dioimus: HNulle mode. convenire 11lis [8eil, Angelis]
definltionen netavse treditam, Licet enim hgbesnt
ngbursm, sumpbts pro guidditste constitute ex prace
dipatis, non btsmen habent neobturem, ques it in ipsis
principime mobus imparfaati et divisibills, sicut
est motus physious. (58}

It must be recslled here that matisyr iz & real principle

in navure, snd that 1t 42 pure indeterminetlon. It iz also
frow the potency of %him‘mukéaat thet 8ldl materisl forms are

drawn. mharafawa, if fubture scblvities and the coming to be

ef BveRy ru#ura avenk werse @ar*aavly @reéaharminad, the

~ulfu§urm wauid alraaéy ax&st 80 far 8. man'a ahawledge is. oon=

ifaémned, for hia kmowledge would ﬁmbrace the future juss 88
:v.%h@ prosent, - . The nsbursl form, h@wavav. i3 mot ean@ingant e LR
simply b@aauaa it hesg » @m-pyinaiplﬁ %h@% is pure p@ﬁamey.
It is trus thab to supprszs the indeterminstion of meiber
makes 8 true future impozsible; nevertheleasz, it is not sufe

f4olent %o inslaet upon the pogslbilitas mesterise in ordey

ko explain the conbingensy of the fubure., This explonation
must be sought In the (nsulfliclent determination of the form
1tself, which is Incapsble of self-individuetion, It Ls the
ingbility of the form to exist in itsell apart from & sub jeet,
" that requires the exlsztence of mebtter, in which the netural

form must sxercise 1t csuspliby s an intrinsio prineiple of

E;g « Johm of 8%, %maﬁg A 4Bl , " Te Ilg Pe 1858.




novement snd vesty ao too, the wnatder ﬁ@y@mda upon the

fmwﬁg and more so, both in opder bo have soms exigbence

and in order to bs s prinsiples. The very reason for bhe
pabier is to be found in the form thad is oo luperleed

8o wxigt by itgell, and %o which the meiter is ordersd se
- {69 "

o g finsl cawse. The materisl forms sre sduged Trom the
potensy of metber, have thelr exiztense in matﬁﬁ%@l&nﬂ do
not sonstitube by themselves & complete %ahetaneﬁﬁf
Andme sennibilis cum non 81 res 3@@&1&&@&@, non
esb gulddites, sleut nes alise formme metsrlales,
sad eat pers guldditstis, et ssse suum egh. in oon=
eratione ad maberiem; unde nihil eliud esié

sensibile produci, qa&m ma&@riam de potb
@@bum traﬂ@mu%arﬁ. 3

T

Suoh fﬁ?ma rideed py— f&nnwm distinet 'Pérﬁ”

frmﬁ the @&mp@si%@@ of which %ﬁey sr¢ only one pAinaiplas
Formae substentigles hon subalstentes, &%’aaui~~

dentsles proprise quee o¥ Llls dimenent ub proe
prise psasiones, sl connaburell modo flasni, non

.:a;g}@ 8%, ,v.',l}_,‘.,‘,:f’v, loct, KV, Tadle ® e oSt ionduan
8t enim q&aa omns aumi sppobit eliguld, wvel cognomelt ipsum
ot se ordinet in i1llvd; vel btendit in ipsum ex ordingtione et
divoetione slicuilus cognosoentis, slisoubt segitte tendit in detere
minntum signum ex divections et ordinetione seglititentis, Nihll
wab lgitur plivud eppetitus naturslis guem ordinetio aliquorum
geomndum proprism nsturem in sums finem. Hon solum subten al&qmia
ang in wotu per vinrtubem sotivenm ordinabur In saws finem, ged
etian mab@ria gesuadum Qumﬁ gt in pobentie; nem forms st finls
ueberiss.”; nee ales - D Fhyaz., 1@at,xv, tialy

g’ﬁs BEe m@m@ﬁg




habent ideawm disbtinetam et seorsim ab ides comw
posltl, licet inadeguatase idese slbl correspone
dent, {61)
Even the rstional soul psrticipstes in thils obseurity
to the extent that 1%t hes existence wlth matter and iz relse
ted %o it, IY le only after the resurresction that the ocome
poslte 1s incorruptible and perfectly determined to axistanc@féz}
I% would appear that those who seek a knowledge of the
laws of nature that is completely definitive and.rigaurous,

in such 8 way that every singnlar future event would be ine

oloded and aubjeeﬁ to infallible predietian, aimply fa&l ta
fgr&ap thatnMJi'\ : g dmige, ¥
’quid, nes qu&ﬁ%&ﬁas; nes aliu

'sgt ens dafgﬁﬁinéﬁamo“ (63}

61, John of St. 1.:% p.»?Sb
62. 8%, Thomss,lontra Gent IV, Anima et
gorpus dlverso ordine acmparari vi&entur secundum primam

i  hominis generationem, et secundum ressurectlonem elusdenm.
e Nam secundum generationem primam, creatlo animae segultur
3 . generationsm corporiss prseparata enim materla corporall
per virtutem decisi semiihla, Deus animsm ereando Infundit,
In resurrectione eutem corpus animae prassxlisbtenti coapta=-
bur., Prime eubtem viba, guam home per generatlonem sdipis-
i elbtur, sequitur conditionem corruptiblilis corporis in hoc
B ovod per mortem privabtur, Vite igltur guam homo resurgendo
| adiplssltuw, ar&t perpobus, secundum condltionsm lneorrup-
Y tibilis anlmse."

) 63, Aristotle, Hebai
&  {ed Cathale, versio entigus

g, VII, ¢.IIT, 1029820=23
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If the l@ﬁs of mature sre nothing other than the
individusl natures thomeelves, @ knowledge of them by
way of ebstractlon should not 1leasd us to sonfuss the unle
versal that exiafs only in ths nind, with the singular
natures from whieh such a universal has been taken., There
¢an be g solence of what is conbtingent, bubt enly on the
conditlon thet individual matter 1z left smside; the indivi-

dual subsbaness remslin contingent in themselves,

st aubsm unumguodgne coﬁﬁingenﬁ 8% parte naterise,
gula contingens est quod potest esse et non essge;
~gubenm psriginediad materiam, Hea&ssiﬁaw,,
ansequitur rabvle formee, quls 28 Quse oon=
ur sd formem, ex essltate insunt., Meterias
s% individeetion vincipium; retio autem
wiver all apelplibur segimdum ghstrectionem formee
purtlculari,.Unde si attendsntur rationes
&l@ﬁ gensiblilivm,;‘onmes scientise sunt de negw
casariis. Si subsm sttendsnbur ipsse res, 5il¢ gquase .
dem solentia eet de nea@samriis, gusedam vero de '
conbingentibus, {64)

Tﬁa view of wsny modern scholesties is qulite d&lfferent
from the onre 3t, Thomas pressnts here, In a tresilae on
natural sonbingency, s modern thomisut glves an excellent
suamary of the poslitlon held by other eontemporary sohole
sstles and offers an sccurate explenation of why 1t ls held;
he adds the proper resgson why it ig imposslble for bthe laws

of nsbure te inelude everything that can happen in nature,

6)-l-u 3bo Thamas, ;&’ Q.@é, ﬂo3’ &




3

and why men csmmnot deduce from thess laws, the fuburse oxisbte

snee of every singular event:

Caux qui ont oru posgible 3 une intelligonce
procédent comme 1ls nBtpe, b savolr par absivag-
Lion ds la metiérs, d%tablir une formule génersle
du monde telle que bout dvémement singulier

y serali sontenu, souxeld ne gavent pss 6o Que
clest que la matidre, Ils se Cflgurent que le
singulier est {alt avec de 1luniversel, et que
osluiecl, entidrement péndiré, 1'Spuise, alors

que lluniversel sbastragent toujours de quelguee
ohoss, ot qus toute idde, nmdme lg mleux présinfe,
n'dtent indvitsblement gu'un schema, i1 o2t impose
sible & Jamels, par leg moyens de }*homme, de Talre
entrer dang des lolg toud se que reallze la nabure,
{{¥ous ne savons 16 tout de rien)) : il y-a 1d plus
qutune constatetlon, i1 ¥ s un arrdt, parcs que le
tout ntess wlme pas un tout, dtant un indetdpming
au regard de tout pouvelr d'sglr ou de colinaltre, (65)

o gﬁﬁéﬁéi’nmtianﬁf?@”@&nﬁ, We Can noW Procéed
‘%6 the sseond-part of the discus#ien of the "Hyp 1o&1

Hooemslity of ﬁhé’&&wa of nﬁtmr@“; by citing vari&géﬂﬁédérn
suthors =who have written on the subject, and uom&antimg'
directly upon these texts,

A8 shown aérli&r in this chepier, hypothetlesl necessity
is, for the msjority of modern scholasbic writers, s necese
sity censeguent upon the Falfilliment of certsin conditions,
This iz alee thelr wmesning whsn they speak of the hypothsiical
necengity of the lewa of nsbture, In other words, the laws o£

naturs are hypothetlcally nesessery becausse they depsnd upon

65. 8.0 Sertillsnges, Las Philosophle de S5t, Thomas D'Aguin,
Parls, editions Wentalgne, Asubl L0 6lw=b.
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the reslizstion of varlous sondiifons. Thet this iz indsed
thelyr poalition Lg plain in the following exeervis taken from

the writings of seversl different modern scholastios:

T engulre Ints the wliimate csuses of the unle
veres and bhe method of Lis production, I 1%
ig not gself-gulficisnt, dosas not come, strietly
sposking, within the seope of astursl ph&loanphy,
gines thia oonsiders the meteriel world in itself,.
At thes preseunt time, however, 1t ils movrs Than ever
evident thet 1% lg subjset to change, snd hag not
slways been in Lthe zbete in whish we now find 1.
its ohanges, neverthaless, must be held o be
reguleted by dederminete ruless for slnes the
Thomlstio theory of bodies resognlzes that thay
have debermlnate nabures, they must slse have
deberminate modes of sctiong Sush modes of gotlon
. are gomaonly sslled the liwy of ‘naturs. It 18
i1 glesr that sush lews have d“b&iﬂ meoassivy,’ 0 -
osines they are conseguent mof the ‘nebures of tha'?*fjf
o bodiesi but this necessity. le 3818 to be ’hquﬁﬂ@-vf_j
\Atiea19° Le9s, dapendant u the fulfillment of ‘
. some sonditioni the condiflon in thia case m@in”“
o bhet the' Gipennstances retsin the same, asnd %“haw"
no disturbing influence gomss into the aystem of
inanimate neture from without, If ¢hls condition
be fulfilled, bodise will elwaye aseb in & ceriein
determingss faghlon which follows thelr nature, (66}

erutondliions of conbaok, lempereturs, progsure,
8bee, 2re novessary for oxygen snd hydrogen Ho Gome
bine inte water. If a plece of wood Be soverad
with ssbesbos, fiyre will notaongums it, If the
stony be held up in bhe alr, 1% will not £8l1l

down, etoe., Thus the necwesalty of the lews of
nature is not absolute, but hypobthetleal. Ihe cone
ditions must be verifled. (67

The negseasity of physiesl laws igp in view of the
teleologlnt, hypothetlesl, that ls bo say, It pre=-
supponsy & prior cwdlition. (58)

66, R P, Phililps, dodern Thomistic Philosoohy,

3 93&» ) e 16 4-

67, Charles &, Dubrsy, 8.%., Introdusiory Philosobhy,

{Longmans, Groen, Haw Tork, 1932) p.x' ' '

&3, Brother Benlignus, 'f‘ o3e0e, Halurve Enowledps
{Bruse, HWilwankes, 1947) p.89
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sasinevelors, gione the natural lews imply this
principle of the wniformity of neture, ihey sarve

net sbsolutely, bub enly hypothetically necessary,
They state for us what the mode of operation of
necepsary seuse wlll be if the requisite conditions
for its operstion sre present, (69)

The second sort of naegessity is s conseguent necege
sltyy A negemaity followling upon the verifisstion
of soms hynotheasis. Thus there 1s 8 physicael nesese
ity in the sequence of matursl phenomens, given
thet n cexiain number of elemsnts hsve besn srested,
with definite laws of sabion, snd with definite
poaitions relsblvely %o sach other in space, It is
not frees to suok sowmbinstions to do otherwise than
they do3 theére ls no eontingensy in the results
after hhﬁ @@hditi@n& have been posited, (70)

Thess writ&rﬂ ia&imﬁ ofs the naaaasity of future aw&nts

““‘ffﬁgﬁiting f'rom ;&nﬁﬁﬁnaia inaliﬁaﬁimn ar the naturg, may

Jféil to gome’ abauﬁuif the m@quiaite swmditlona ar@ not ful-
filled, 1In @thﬁ? words, the ssme future svent is st once
neceasery and gontingent. The Inherent contrsdlotion is even

more upparent in the Tellowlng:

Pradicated, not of the formulas of the lasw, but

of the lew itself, or babber still, of theo
relation betwesen ths phenomens, conblngency
signifles the absence of necessity. The question
smounds to thias: Are materisl phenomens governed
by the strlebest kind of determinism, or do they
sllow for a certaln smount of spontanelty? The

3, Pe25T7

6%. dJokn F, wgcarmiak, Boholastio (5508
g, {(London,

70v  John Rickaby, 8.7, Gensral /Bbsph)
1925) pp.zaa-&s ’
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snsaer glven by solenblasts is sasbegorical: ¥No
one wonld thinik of disputing the determiniatie
sharsober of nsbursl phonomens, st least if ome
rogtriets this oplthet of noneliviig matterses

In the world of mather, all changes lrrespscetive
of thelr nabure, ars produced necesssrily. Cone
tingenoy sdmivs of a third and finel weaning,
aigmifg[mg the dependence of the law upon certsin
condltlions shleh sre nob slweyz or necessarily
fulfilled, {71}

The auther lesves no doubl sbout the deteminizt position
that he holds, @vam though he Insists thet the future dspoends
apen eonditlons whigh may noeb be fulfilled, Yo goes so far

a3 bo sey that the conditions mhieh msy

ﬁomﬁitianﬁfawa n@@aasary icr th& v@alizatian of
the effeel, #nd without thewm -the mhjsativa“ -

lation symbmliaﬁd by the lew sould never & fsﬁ."""
But the oheracteristiss of ‘the effeot sre predes -
termined iin the geuse, and the eonditions theme - , e
selves sre subordineted to this predeterminstion : g
or sdaptation of the spent So Ltz effecl...Iin the
crder of efflelent esusalliy, & lew of nsture has
ne fommdation oxespt the intrinsic determinstion
ef the sgent, in virbtve of which the latter must
pecegsarily, produse such or sush an effsst, (72

. In raply Lo the sasertion, "No ong would think of dlspute
ing the determinizsic charavter of nsburel phenomenftees”, and
thet "in the world of mebber, 21l changes &wéﬁsyecﬁiv& of thelr

nature, sre produced neceszarily®, it may be remarked that both

{Bouce, Milwaukes, 1943) p.l31
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Ariatotle and 8t. Thomse nod only dispuded thilsz position,

but slse dlasproved Li:

Wanifestwr ent enim etlsm in rebus naturslibus
ease qasa&amg guas non Bemper sobu aunti ergo
in els continglt esme ot non esses aliaquim
vol semper esgenk, vel semper non easent ié
subenm guod nou esl, Iinelplh ease aliquiﬁ D
hee gued £1% 111wy sisus 4d guod non eat slbum,
incipit esse glbum por hoe gued £it album, 8%
gubem non figt albuw permanet non eng albunm,
Erge in guibus eontingld esse et non ssse, mne-
tingit etism flerd ot non fleri. Hon ergo talis
ex necessitate sunt wval flunt, sed ast in ols
natura possibilitetis, per guam se habent ad
fleri ot non fieri, erse et non esse, (73}

- Ir the lwa z:af’ mwuw are rm’tzhm,g; Ma’&w than tha ».m‘ii- :
fviﬁual maﬁarﬁa, th@ axara&ai@m “hypabhﬁtisal neces - of

£ two thinge:, .

ﬁﬁhw'laws of ma&urm”m @am o0 an en

| hat givam the. ané ﬁf nﬂtmrag inﬁ%vidual naﬁnraa x ,
aary {n order that bthis end be hr@ught gho ut? ﬁacgndly,
that the Individuel pabures by zhﬂir nabural lnal%éatien,
npeensitate the end, f.e., bring 1t sbout necesserily. But
in this latter sense, the expression 1z & contradietion, for
If ths end ia brought sboud noeenserily, the neceasity is
sbeolute snd not eonditlomal, "Hesesslitas quae eet ox sceusls
pnimrihualgat abgoluta”, \

The only law that can thuly bhe called hypotheticslly
necesasry iz the eternal lesw, whlch determines svery future
svent to happen necessarily or sontingently., Bub thls necsge
#8ity, although (i governs the fubure, iz iisell eternal, snd

henee, can govern the fubure withont necessitating it. Everye

Qe » 160%.XIV, Reb
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thing is caused infsllibly by God:; this, however, does not
destroy nebtursl eonbtingeney snymore than 1t takes sway man's
free will:

Ez hoo sutem quod homo videt Soorsten sedsre,

non bollitur elus ocontingentlis guee resplolt
grdinem cgusse ad affeetumy bamen cerilsaime

ot infelillibiliter videt oculns hominls Soceraten
ssdere dum sedet, quls ubumguodgue prout satb

in seipse lam daterminatum est. Silec iglsur
rellingulitur, ¢uod Deus certissime ot Indslillie
blliter sognosest omnlae quss flunt In Lowmporsg

et tamen sa quae in tempore svenlunt non sunt vel
fiunt ex neovasitsbe, aed conbingsnber. (74)

The #nd of sll mabure Ho which the individusl natuves

are ordered ig“ﬁ%ﬁugﬁﬁ‘ahauﬁ nwe 'sﬁrily, but this dpes not

wa"af nature are’ bsalut@ly'naa@saary. It

"nimpaﬁaﬁ by tha universal
Vﬁh@aw limits,:% ¢‘£§~&he pmaeibility nf

a2 varlety thabt s not gr&é&t&rﬁin@&, Although the eswocessive
sppeargnce of plant snd snimal 1ifs li necsasnry for the
ultimabe sppearsnce of men, who contslns the psrfections of
the lower specles, the sgme thlng csmnot be ezld for the
pambrovs veriegebed specles of ?1&&&& snd animels and the
"blind slleys” downvhioh nsture sometimes itravels In search
of ibe wlblmebe gosl. Onee given the exlgbsnce of wmatter, the
Tingl perfevtlon of the mniverss, reglized Iin the humen soul .
sud the intrinelic ordering of 21l the émrt@ of ths universe
o the whole 1s sbeolubsely ceritaln. It iz for thia end that

The 8t, Thomas, 0D.glt., 18035,XI¥, 0,21
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wabbter was oveated) without itz attalnmendt such & crsstlon
would be contradielory, for metier and novement are not for
thelr own sekte., In other words, the laws of nabture are truly
nata&mln not belng sbsolubely necessary noy yet pursly cone-
tingent, but "determinstum ad vnur ut in plaribug® ggggggggg
naturse,

But to sgy that nabure will bring sbout ils sffseta

neeesssrily 4T Lt is 1ot opposed by sny cbslasle, Ls nothing
other then be say thet Af nebure 12 suecesaful, 1t csmnolt be
unsuscessful, The tesching of he modern ssholastics on the

m‘“hypatﬁﬁﬁiﬁal naaeaaiﬁy of the laws of n&tu&w*, aan be sunmed

:.mp brlefly &s*“hxlawﬁs & fubure 3vann in naaura;;%inca it s

'gﬁﬁgmnﬁﬁ by u&# 1‘1awa§ will memﬁ abauﬁ necessa

laa@a nok meaﬁ *&ﬁﬁ an @hataaia, i.aa, if this eve

"pravantedw iﬁ will n&m@&aarily SOMme abs&ﬁ. %o may aanaludm
this shapter with &%, Thomss's reply o this unrossonaeble

trulams

Selendum ebtiam gued guldam definierunt ssse
negessavrium, gued non habed impad&m&utum* cone=
Bingens vers slout Frequenter, gqued potest lu-
pedivri in psvaiopribus. Eod hoe frrstionsbils
ogt. Neowssarium enim diecldur, gued- in sul
nabura habet guod non possid non onges contine
pong ankem uk freguenter, guod possii non esse,
ioe subem gquod ost habers impedimentum wel non

. hebers, ept ecpnitingensy, Wabturs enlm non paevat
impedimentig el guod non pobest non vused gulas
esaet supersluum. (75)

2 ‘laﬁta’ﬂ.&ig nelé-
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CHAPTER IV
CONTINGENQY IN NATURE

If' we sonsider the varicus degrees of setuslity in the
srﬁef of existing sasoncen, thers 1y presented z hievarchy
in the gredes of belng thet vxbends from the pure seh of the
divine sssencs to ths pure poteney of prime mabber. ®ithin
thess limits there is » descending order of verfeection snd
easenilasl detsrmination, beginning with the highest angelis

subsbenve and ending In %the worlid of lnorgenle mabterial,

'ﬂ3%§5 Qa the sbamolubte esseniisl &wtar%inaﬁ&mn of ﬁmd, Who&@»‘

éﬁ@&ﬁé@ is His @xié”éheé, is the rugt’of B n@aitlva 1ﬂﬂﬁt@rmi-'“

nation hhst L the same hing s shm?divina 1ibarty, sm the

ﬁeﬁapaz@ﬁ subatan@aa and man, are’ mmxérﬁw 1@53 frea accordinﬁ

%ha degros of essentipl dﬁt&rm&magxan that tnay haves this
pasitive iﬂﬁetﬁrm&n@ﬁi@n s consequent upon the extent %o which
they partlelipate in the perfest determinstion of God. Thus,
the freedon that these substences enjoy is foundsd on & sube
stantlisl perfestion,

This pogitive iﬁ&@%@rmiﬁa%ié; of the creaturs decresses
in the messurs that the essentisl smdmixture of potentiality
inoresses. In this way the hlgher sngels have & superior
Intelligence snd wore perfect fresdom than the lower,

Awong meberisl living things thers is gluv this positive

indetermination, which im men is free will, snd in the lower
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iiving hhin@a; plants and snlmals, the spontanelty in opors-
tinn'ﬁhat i the root of én ungerteinty in regard to the

| futare., Bven in the lnopgenis world there is & kind of spone
tanelty, although 1t doss not come Ifrom sn Intrinsic principle
gines the getlve principle of operation for sn inanimats thing
iz exterior Yo it.

Henoe, Just as every orssbed thing {5 comtingent exatrinsice
ally in bterms of the poslitive indebermination or perfect iiberty
of God, s=p wlao those oresgturss who poessess thy liberty of o be
ing "ad ubruslibet™, have effscts that are extrinsioslly cone
tiﬁg&mta e |
~But there ig anwthﬁr kind of indmtarmimaﬁicn La be faund

_1m &very wraa@mrw in B0 Tar as saoh ia remuv&ﬁ"'.em the. par-

-'feﬁﬁ autuality and d@ta%minsﬁian of. uﬂé. This k

wmg ef‘inﬁad“"f“
termination dosa net resemble the perfact 1ibsrty of God butb |
rather the purs poltensy a£ mafbory it is nagativa and not
posltive, In the universs of sepsrsted substences this second

- kind of indeterminatlion whieh, sbsolutely spesking, is an ime
perfection, 1ls proportionste bo the degres of intlmsoy of the
union between ssssnos and existenca. The higher sngels sre

lass aonsingsnt in.thia senge then the lower onss becsuse their
ezsence 1s more ons with the sob of exlsting, Bub in the
degesndance from the higheyr %o the lower angsls there is &
graabar and grester sdmixfure ¢f poteney in thair being,
glthough Phe essence remsins debermined aimply, for there is




no sompositlon of essentlal purts., This degredstlon of
aobuallty in the sngelic univerge iz chevraecterized by a need
for more pnd wore means of knowing or intelliglble apsoles,
sinee the perfestion of the Iintellisct is pra@artia&@te to the
degres of asbusllby: the more perfect the lnbsllect lg, the
more objects 16 ean atbsin distinetly by fewer means, Jjust ss
the divine intellaet abeins all things distinetly in one
mesns or speclaes, whieh Is nothlaog other Lthen the divipe
esmence itself, Blnee the decreasing asctuellity of she sube

sience ig concurrent with Lthe wmultiplicadlon of lutelliglble

speuias neepssery for knowledge, snd shwe the succassion. of .

banowes more eampleﬁ aﬂﬁ.ﬁ&rtﬁér roamoved {rowm tﬁm paxrfasat
presentlal unity of Godls sbterhal exlasbencs. |

Finglly, éhﬁwa ig & maliiplicity in the smaence itselfl,
ﬁineﬁ the form ls svenbually boo Llmperfect to oxlst slone,
And with the sdvent of this composition in the substence,
thepe is the materlal composlté and coamic time, lbts messure.
Agaln, withln the wmaterisl vowmid, shere are wore perfect and

leae perfect substanses, 82 theorwy iy degcendanes from mar to

the lower anlmela, then Lo plants, and finslly to the ine

orgenic substences, which are slosgest to the pobtenilaiiby of

mahber, belng the lessd zokusi of sll crsabures. Az this

“gpecieg employed as means of lmowing is the diserate tlme ofi+y o
ft&g;ag@ﬁlie ﬁﬁi&ﬁﬁnéﬁgnig'fqllﬁﬁﬁ thut &8, ths pa&i&iva,aﬁgf&ggwﬂ

:}ﬁéﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂn of ﬁhaﬂgggﬁggggla8£an&y the anpalioc duratzéﬁﬁqmgﬁﬁﬁl
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lowsy 1imis i approsehed, bhere is s inoressing aubdjsetion
$o the @mnﬁim@mﬁay whiah ls roobed in ¢ nopetive indsbergls
neblion, sud w%i&h.mw%wﬁ the leess perfest pubgtenese losk
sheble, less peoressent ond sore obsours owing to thelr gresber
meberislisy. b doninebion of mebier by the subatentis) forwe,
wost pexlest i men, whose Foym ls nob deswn Prom the pobensy
of netiar, {2 ineveeslingly overshwdosed by the sppetive of
mubher, In poteuay 50 su infinity of forms, end less oundend,
88 16 were, with the mope luperlect om . Thus, the stebilivy
of the meherisl substance lessens in proportlen bo $ts negetlve
imﬁ&@@w%&m&%z@ﬂ« A% the 1imiv fs the wwr@ y@%@may of m@&?@ﬁ,

'?hﬁ @%Q&hﬁu@l? pobonsial prineipie wh@&h R NUDeBHETY O’

,ﬁ%%iﬁ& ‘Por. the &Ki&v&ﬁ@@ ﬁ? natarel %h&nﬁ@, @ines the P&tﬁ?a

'f&wm Y ﬁmu i@%&wfaa& and-unde vevalned: positvively to @“&aw
ﬁl%ﬁ@o o

Bi%n thegs genersl poblions in sind wo gen begin Lo Ine
vosblgsbe wore clonsly the kind of contingensy proper Lo
natwrs end natursl thinge. IV should be rengricad that the
eonsiderationg %o Pollow n this chepber wili prossed in Ghe
smomeyr of an introdasiklion i %ﬁé“fiﬂﬁl shaptey, where the
mogt evident foras of sunbingenay will be disocussed 8t sownw
length, anﬁ'gha toaching of the aodern scholesstice ryain
studied dlrectly,

Tre notion of £inelity 1z imdispenseble for on unders
svending of the kind of conbingenscy proper o neturs., It is

nessgdery slse L7 obe iz %0 gresp bthe reblonsiliy of seiber
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and movement, and understand how the lack of s perfset necessm
sity in singuler nstural effeets, is compatible with the ooy
titude of neturels attalning 1ts ultimate end,

We may begln by noting that neither matber nor movement

can have the cheracter of an end. Th@y{aga both ordersed to
1
gomething else as to 2 reasson for belng., MNatter, gs potency,

is ordered %o form, as set; and it is Sthrough = movenent

from potency to act thai ths composites of matbter and form

comes Into existenss and fulfills the purpose of some agent,

The end which moveg the sgent to set 1ls the first and most
importent of %he eauaéé; for unless something fs to be achleved,

the sgent will have no ¥eason for sebing and the matﬁar(w?iah=‘-
is ordered to the form will haVe no resson for existing. Note '
thé% éi§ﬁ6ugh the effggééﬁﬁFéauae ig firzt in the order of 1

le 8t. Thomes, In I Phys., 1ect.XV, n.10¢ "Hon solum autem
gllguld ens in asctu per virtutem activam ordinatur in suum

finem, sed etism materis secundum guod est In potentla; nam

forma o8t finls meberiss, Nihll Igitur est aliud materiam

appeters formam, guam esm ordinari ad formsm ut potentia ad actum™:
And in regard to movement,« Do Pob., @5, 8.53 "Cumenim naturs
sémper in unum tendst determinete, non se habens ad multa, ime
peossiblle est quod aligus natura inelinet =d motum secundun se
irsum, &0 quod in quolibet motu difformites quaedam est, in
quantum non sodem modo s8¢ habet guod movebtur; uniformitag verp -
wobilis est contras motug rationem,

Unde naburs nunquem ‘inelinat sd motum propter movers, sed
propber aliguid determinsvum guod ex moitu consequlbtur,.. Wotus
snim, ex ipsa sul rabtione, repugnat ne possit ponl finls, eo
guod motus est in gliud tendens; unde non habet ratlonem flnis,
sed magle eius guod est ad finem." - et passim

2, 1bid,, ne3: "Non igltur potentia materisme sst allgua
proprietas addlita super essentiem elus; sed mesteris secundum
gsuem substentlem est potentie ad ssse substantisle,®; In II Phys.,
leotell, n.03 "Materic...2s8t propter formam,”
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sxsoution, and the esuse of the endle goming to be, 1t is
the snd which is Cirst in the order of intention, and as
that which attraobs the ogent, the ceuse of everything bthst

Tollows:

In gliis vero causis inveniitur slis rstlo sausss, .
pecundum scllieet guod Tinle vel bonum hsbei
ratlonsm ceuses, KL haeeo species csuzae potissinms
eat Inter alles causss; 98t enlim causs finells
slisrum gsuserum cauda, MHanlifestum est enlm guod
egens aglt propter finem; ob similiter ocabtensum
ot supra in srtificislibus, quod formse ordine
sntoy ad usum siout ad finem, vt materiss in
formes sleud in finem: e% pro tenteo diclitur finis
SOUSE CRUSHTUS. {3) :

.éﬁh@ first thing to. ba c@naiﬁar@d in r&garé to finelity 5.

" and aamt{ngancy is that th@ dafinition af nazure applies t@¢%=‘

mattar aa well 8s bo farm, @van ir 1t is s&id Hore. praparly;ﬁ,};uwalf
of the sotive prineiple., HMabber should not be concelved ss |
thet whish sen be ordsred to form by sn effioclent cause for

the sske of some end, bud rather ss thet which is in ltsel?
positively ordered to an én&. It is in view of this positive
oprdination to an end as g good, thatb %?, Thomas refers to the
appotite or desgire of mstier for Lowm. It 18 importsnt to

observe this for 4% 1s the posltive @réinati&n of matier

which in ons way sasures the stteinment of neture’s wltimsbe

goal, and in another way mekes the process of zitiaining this

goal sontingent snd not sbsolutely necessary,

Bl




Hetter, slthough responsibvle Tor the contingeney ...
fubure affeobs, le necessary in order thet the ulbtimate
end aﬁlnﬁturﬁ be gehieved; snd when the appetits of metter
Por fagm hos been as fully &8 possidble reslized, the final
intringic end to which the whole of nainre is ordered will
be secompliszhed,

Toward the end of the sssond book of the Physise, 3Bt.
Tﬁam@s complates the definition of nsture as an intrinsle
principle of movement end rest in thet in which it is prime
arily, gnd @@p'as, and not sccldentelly, by adding thet it
iz the "retlo" or reasond e dlvine sri infused in thlmgs by

which they sre moved to o debermined end, We ave Shus ine

- troduced Lo the implications of metter's bolng mature ss sn .~

intrinsie principle of sovement divected by an intelligence v

%o some definiie endy for without sush g poalitive ordinge
tlon of matdsr to scme nlsimete form, the form slone would
be nature, and nebursl generations would not be naturel;

the psesive prineiple would net be naburs,

In nullo snlm allo nsturs b srse videtar differe,
nisl qule nature-est principium Intrinseoum, ot
srs eab prinelipiue extrinsecume B5i enim arg fece
tive nevis esset intrinsecs ligno, fascte fuleset
navils s naturs, slout mods 1t b srte, It hoe
maxime manlfestum sat in erte quue est in e gquod
moystur, licet per scoldens, sleut de medico guk
medicstur ae ipsum: huls arti onle mexime sssinmile
abuxr natura. TUnde patet guod neturs hihil est
glind guam raeadtlie culusdem artls, seilicet divinee,

- indite rebus, qus ipses rez movenbur gd finem de=-
terminstum: sleut 2l ariifex Taobor navis posset
lignis tribusyre, guod vx se ipsis moverentur ad
nevis formsm inducendsme {[5)

hy8e., Lo0L.REIV, fied
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The jmportsnes of the final cause in nebure iz thus
seen mors eleerly, for 1t Lz in view of the. snd thet indivie
dusd bhings ere provided with an intrinsis prinoiple by
whioch they mowe towerd the end, sn end deteormined by ths
divine intelligence,

The guestion now srlsss vz Lo whal the ultimebe ond to
which mattesr and the rest of nebure ars orderved may bs. In

view of what ond, intvingle to the wniverse, do things bhavae

an intringlc prinecliple of movemsn®t snd resb, by whioh they

nove snd are moved to their finsl perfection? What iz the

Torm %ha%'@atter“aaakg a2 the fulfillment of ite resson fop

" botng? Fimally, What end, requiFing the pobentlsl prineipls,

matier, §é§51n§éivimg"aa ¢ conseqtends the undesirable or
sceldsntal 0fasts that resuls from Lzs pure iﬁéata?mimatian.
nevertheless mskes meiter sad movemens something ratlonsl end
nesesssry? Gt., Thomas Hells us what the ultimste form snd
am§ of matber shd maw@m@nﬁ is in the folliowing passsge, whoers
he also sxplains that this end is not sceomplished all at
ence in the beginning, but thrﬁugg intermediate steps by

wﬁ;ah nature tends toward s gyaa%av and grsabeyr wnliiy:z

Cum wvero, ut dietum ast, quselibet rss wota,
inguanbun wovetur, tendet in divinem similie
sudinem ut a8lt in se perfeocta; perfesctum subem
51t wmnmguodgue Inguasnbum it setul oporiet
gquod inksabic ocuiuslibet In pobentis exlstenbis
8it ut per motum bendsit in scbums Quanto igle
tur alliguls setua ¢zt poabarior st magis pere




(; 3

facbug, bento Prinelpaliuves &n ipsum .
&ﬁm&ti&uﬁ materlge fertur. Unde oportes guod
in ulsimem &b parfectlasinum ascbum guen materia
conssgul potest, bendst sppetibus meteriae guo
appetit formawm, slout in ultimwa finem generse
tionig., In aotibus eubem Formarum gradus guide
gm invealunbtur, Neum mstoris prisma o8si in potens
tia primo ad formam elementl, Sub forma verc
slementl sxistens est in pobentls sd formam wmixtl:
oropter gaod slemends sunt meterils mixtl, dab
forms aubem mixtl conslidersts, est in potentsis,
aat in pobendis 2d enimam vagebebllem: nem talls
corporis solme setes ent. Ibemgue snims vogelbae
bille 28% in pebentls ad sensitivenm; ssnsitive
varo gd Inbsllectivew, GQuod processus generaw
tionis cubendiz: primo snim in generetlons est
fetus vivens vitee plantesd, posbmodum vero vits
animells, demun vero wibas hominis, Post hanc
subem formam non invenitur in gensvabillbug et
sorpuptibllibns posterior forms ot dignior,
Titimua igiter finis generetionis totius esb
‘anims humans,; @b in hane sendit maberis sicud in
Co ulflmem formam, Sunt erge slemenbts propler core
¢ pors mixta; heeo vero propter viventisy in gquibus
. plentaee sunt propter animslia; snimella vero prope

© 7 ter howlnem, Eﬁmm igi%m ont finﬁa EObin& generse i

A_?%Qnﬁﬂo {é)

S

Although the humsn gpeciea ls sbsolubely céékain onee
given the sxistence of wetber whisch tends toward the humsn
ferm ss an wltimste perfeabion, it does nob follow that all
the ﬁ@ans of arriving et thiz final gosl are absolutely
perteing, in the sense of béing'ﬁﬁmpl@taly dotermined beforow
hand, If they wers, mettor would no longer Ye & true pobsle

%4l principle, but would be necesssrily and determinately

ordared %o every form of which it is s subject, snd nobt only -

o thoas digstinet snd irereducible forme which gre necessary

Iii, Bed2
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a8 preliminery dispositlons In msbier for the recepbion of
the humam Torm. In othey words, thers lsz s btruly natursl
sscandance Iin the hilererehy of cosmlisc substances, The ine
detarmination of wmatier, rolatively subject %o the end of
umiv&ra@& nedburs, L ssverbtheless neol subject to bthe end of
ﬁWﬁﬁy partisular neture, Although the ifrreduclible degrses of
beling are sérbtain « the simple esxistenes of lnsnimeste sube
gLanaes, the iifa of plants, the senase kppwisdgs of anlmele,
end Cinslly, the intellectued iife of man, In whom sll the

ah&wr é&grﬁaa sye Townd wmin@atly snd formelly - many of the &

V_ﬂﬁbﬁ% ﬁbb%&lic taken by

in Lhe Jﬂnd% of belag

ﬁhmritg @%%@Pﬁiﬂ@uy..-' xuiﬁﬁé of ﬁh@m is deterninately
neoy asgsg ”wwjuﬂa raai;éa o @f ﬁhﬁ hwssn furm. dlvtiin ghe
imperfest deberminsblon of naturs whers ls roowe for great
varlety and uncertelnby., It should be noued thut 1% iz the
ond of the unlverse taken as o whole, that ls foramost in

the Intention of nature e e¢n labtrinsio princliple of vperatlion
fmplanted in thlngs by the divime Arblst. In regard o pariie

pulsr snds, it 1g the specles, and nob the Iadividual of the

(7}
spscies, which 1s prlamerlly inbended, aeven by psriiculsr nabure,

Teo Sse Bonbrs %ﬁﬁt&ag IXi, ooy} Ahide, IV, ©,97s "Hec
potest diel quﬁd Tinis csslostls mobtus alt, ut corpus oselesis
reduesinr focundum ubi de pobtenils In sotum: gulz hseo poitene
tis nungusm pobest tobe in apbtum reduclk.s.zioul et ot de po=
tenbls wmoberige primes respectu Lovmerum., Sloubt igitur finls

‘natures in gensrabions non est redussrs materiam de potesntis

in pebom, sed sllguid guoed sd boo conmeqguibur, s0llilicet pere
petultas rerus, per quam sd divinem similituginww ancedunt;
162 Finis mobtus caslostise.o” = 886 8lso « Cuatrs Genbes, IV,
2,822 "Intentio Inferioris neburse in a%andaa.a
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I% is trus thet the purely scoldental svent in nsture
ie eontingent in the fullest sense of the word, and mest
oppossd to what is necessaryy buit 4t must not be thought
that the p&obl&m of sontingsney is restrieted to a discussion
of what ir casnal, for no nastural cause brings its effects
gboud neaesesrily, Soms, howsver, are mere dotormined and
éayf@at thean others gnd Yhus the offeahs of such csuses ere

~ lsgs contingent, buy sbill not sbaslubely nscessary,

eesThe expression '4$o be poasible! iz used In
- Bwo wayss In ons 1% means to happen generally
snd Fall short of necessity, o.8., man's turne
© ing gray or growing or decaying, or ganerally
. whet neburslly belongs’ to & thing (for this haa
i net.ite nessssity unbrbken, since men's exlstence
-l not gontinuous for sver, although if s man
crre i does: exlst, 1% comes shoub sither necessarily or .
T penerslly)e  In shother sense the expression wesns
- %he Indefinite, whick ecan be both thus and not o
thus, o2.82., an enlmsl’s welking or an eéarthqusikets
taking pleee while 1% is walking, or generslly
whab haswens by chanee: for nove of theae inclines
by nature in the ome way mare then in the opposlte. (8)

| He natural form is entirely determined gd unum, But to
the extent thas the farm oft the agent is wore perfect, the
causelity ie morve afficecious gnd betisr able Lo overoome the
indeterminstion of mebtter; to thin same degree the effect ls.
less nomtingent, Newertheless, the Indetermination of matter,
the permenent subjlect In ell becoming, ls constantly a threat,

a8 1% werw, bo the suecess of the nstursl agent. And since

B4 Avistotls, Prior Analyiiss, I, 0,13, 32bi=13 {(transl,

by A.J, Jenkingon)
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sabbter ls seotesery In any nstursl pohereblon, theps is
plweys o degver of woeertelnty in the effees. Even thowh
the wmebbter Ly cedered ultimebely to the homen fowm, by »
posibire wrdinstion %@:gy&@ﬁ@y‘@u@maiig@timmg it doog nobv
bere the ssme sppetibe f@w'%iz the InSersedliobe end secondazy
forsg, or eveb fop tobally wmesessery anes ubhioh ave nevere
theless In 1% potentlslly, And when webuslined by she homan
sord . 30 whish L4 s ultimetely ardered, She pobantisllity of
hils 5%&5@@& s not sxheusised, For oo Sos is corpustible in

hig bedy, It La lmponsille Top wers Bhe howan Corm 5o Do

@m%£WQ1y f%%@ﬁmiﬁ&ﬁ gﬁggg%@g wm iﬁm fabural &%@%@ Blone s

o a@ #ﬁ%ﬁw irvnds maﬁﬁﬁ? w&m& ﬂwﬁ =13 M%qm p@@ ?ﬁ 1%&

-@ﬁi@%ﬁﬁ@@ ﬁr 49 wonld %& Vﬁméhmﬁiviﬁu& wﬁg;;;jy’

ﬁﬁ% %&a% Phe %&ﬂ@ﬁ @@ aﬁﬁqﬁa%%am iz not = ﬂ&%ﬂ?“l wne, o

and henes, sannnd e the @avm of 8 neturyl moveseni, Horee
over, Phe Tors of sen 1 nob soprupbibls, end 1t 4= %n the
lemorbality and lomobility of thw bumsn soul thaed ﬁmtmvm
mohieves L1tn ulbimube intrineie gosl. The sepsrstlon of the
aoul from the hody Lo nob 2 peet of the intention of neture

bus follows s8 & copgequencs from She necesnihan mebertao

Thags, matber Lo net firet of #ll oo epputits fo@ & glven
individuel form, but ig vether s desire fer the good of the
whols uhiverss, Heturs pseks first ths perfestion of the
ppedlien or vhels snd Bt o pure mulsiplicatlon of individusls

within & speciss) b She gume time, e leok of deiwrminstion
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in ngtural causes iy compenssied for by the mulbivlicadion
of in&&vidumlgg precissly in ordsr thot the exlsgbence of
the species mey be sssursd snd ite perfeciion resiiszed oo
the fullest. In this way matber, by belng the pripolvle
of Individustion is thet whish ensbles the form o exisi:
while by ?@mgiﬁ&ﬂg_in potensy to an infinity of othsp Forms
it i alse thet whioh renders the exisbtenss of the form proe
Sarious.

43 wa sh&ﬁi see woye fully in the next chepler, 1% is
not suffl aiﬁnﬁ k@ tmpist on the indeterminsbion of mabher

4y

L) %%pl@»ﬁ *hﬁ a@mting@ﬂcy ﬁ? 8 n@L iai ﬁfﬁm&by nor’ & 1%

encugh 5@ man ian 5ha p@a““iva @ﬁdiaa%&am of %ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?'w@ an

end in cr&&r_ue axplﬁim %h@ nﬁbmrgi t@ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ@ of all mmumr

pH) izg &m&rinagé g@@&g T%@ forn @g mors naburs &%@m Lhe
mattor, snd the mabber is trensesndentslly ordered %o the
form ag o what ls perfect end sotusl. Indeed, it lg bLow
gguge of the naburel Torma previously in mabbteor thet the
neeogsary disposition for the recepiion of higher forme iz
pregent in the msbber, while metdsr by its permensnce relpine
ing thase dispositions makes the naturael protess & conblimie
SUS OGNS, _ '
In ovdey to glve the ecowplete resszon for the conbingeney

@f # nebural effect there must be added to the indetermine

ablon of mabber an indeterminstion or lssk of determinstlion
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in the active principle:

Unde dicendun est guod poasibllites mesterls

ad ubrumgue, si commmiter logusmur, non satb
sufficions retlo gontingsniise, nisl etism

eddabur ex parte pobtentise setives quod man

51t omnine daterminate ad unwmmy elloguln sl

ite determinets ed wnuwm guod iepedirl non

pobest, conssguens ¢st guod ex neovsaliiste

reduset in agtws poleniiem psssivem ecdem mode. {9)

It is boosuse the form i%aelf iz conbtingent that bthe
effest is uncerbsin, not only in vegerd to existence butb

alao sz to the perdisuler kind of effeet It is or iz to bs,

&n offect ia.ﬁe%'a fﬁilm@@ sim@ly beoguse 1% 'is not an exact
" peplies of the aaug@a Af mo,. %h@ a@n%ing@nt process by which
- nature movas &ﬂaxmrably %@W&r& high@r and higher an&aiaa,

“::smmaﬁim@$ ghr@ugh ﬁhﬂ 3arv$®e a£ aaeldamsal g&nemaﬁimuﬁ,
'-wau&ﬁ ba imp@am&bl@g for the first f@rm introduced wanld be

in kind the lzsi, snd nadursl euusss would be directed to

the frultlsgs maltiplisstion of the same indivliduesls snd not
to the tolel good end gérfa@ti@m of the universe,

Thug, thare osn b2 no sbsoluie necessity in the produce
tions of neture unless thse nebhirsl forw ls perfectly debormined,
and unlsse mabler ig not pure 1n@®%@wminatiéﬁo In other words,
the only way to obteln the idesl of modéern ssholustie debere
winigts is to deny the exlstence of matber and the natural |
form, without vhich there can be no nsture to be determined

or not to bs dobermined,

% Hte Thomas,In I Pepiherm,, leet.%1V, n.9

[




It will be helpful now %o gonsider brisfly how nabture

a8 & cpuse sulflelently debtermined to bring sboub itz e¢lffects
west of the tlwme, osn be responslible in snodther way for those
things thet heppen rarely. It should be pecsiled {iprst that
what il brovght sbout for the wmest pert only end not slways,
is the effeet of § ecsuse that sen P2il. Zush a csuvse is the
reagon for thet wvhieh lg rere end seoldentel precisely In so
far sz 1% is ﬂafe@%ivaflﬂéw will r@a@gﬁiga the reasgon 5,
Thomas maﬁigma.f@r the sotuel defectiblility of the natwural
BRRESG Y

Quia ﬁ@féﬁk&a @ jus guau e8% ut in plurihﬁm,’@st

propter maberdism, gues non subditur perfecte

virtutl agenti ud in pluribus, 1dec meteris est.

eauss necidentis sliter (guam ut in pluribug;,~_

selllioet svolidentis ut in psucioribus: osuss
inguen non necesseris, sed contingens. (11)

Mabtbtor, bhen, iz the flirst root of the rare ccourrancs

in neture thet comes sbout beyond the egentvs indtention., Bub

J ngbter toe, is nature, How, then, is the gocldsntel event to
! be considored ss bayond the ilntention of nature If mabtter,

which is nabuare, is the ceuss of 457

10s ss@ Thomas,In ¥I Mebanhys., leoab.ll, 1ne1183=8l.4
"Contingens aubtem ut in psucioribus sgt ens per scoldens oujus
cougs guesribtur. Unde relinguitur, guod csuse entis per aecle
deng slt contingens ut in pluribus, guls o jus defectus est nt
in panslioribus...tdeo dico 14 gquod est in pluribus est causs
entis per secelidens,; quis qued non ezt pemper negue sesundun
mnoplis, hoo dielnus esse per sosldens. EBY hoe est defectus o jus
quod est in pluribus.,.”

11. Ibid., n.1186 '
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Befors spawering this Siffleulsdy, an loworiant distinge
Hion should he made that is often overiooked when nature is

roferred o an @ esnse pb dn plueibug

It must not be thought thet becounse an ovent ia rerve and
sxeeptional and pppavently., b acoldent snd unintended, that
it iz therefors by shened snd belongs In the category of aff=
sote sald to oeeur oubside the inbention of naturs. For if
this were the cape the best things in neture would be by
shanes snd nabture wonld be the osuse only of medlonrity,
which 18 impossibls. Or sgain, we should have to sey thet

nature is not & cause thab &@ﬁiav&@ its effects for the most

'?$par%s but that 1t atbeins the’ @mﬁ anly THTOLY . 3If“éh§méﬁﬁsiﬁars

Aa:flarg@ numb@r uﬁ speds au@mii’ ;f@r the garminazion ija

';7ff$§ngla planﬁg,iﬁ_w@ulﬁ appm&%'xggt“t&ﬁ ma jority ere faii@mga

from the point of view of what iz intended, for esch sesd has

the sapasity of becoming & plants But wmosh of them fall %o the
¢ ground and are eorrupbed withoubt the genersstlion of that which
gomes from the one aa@ﬁ'thmt is gsungesafuls How gcan naturs be

ealled & oauses ub In plupibus?

Anobtheyr example from sn experisence that iz more or less
famillior mey indicebe the snzwer: The msn who huats and wishes
to make sure of his puvpose’s beling fulfilled, provides hilmsslf
with & wegpon designed Ho produse the best resuwlte, REnowing
that the msjority of the pellets ke fires from his sholgun
will miss the Serget, he expsnds them for the sske of scvome




|
¥

‘*f!ﬂ@@@ the &am@ﬂtj‘n&e

7

plishing hie purposa. Hoops woulid sey bhed it Ls not

rormal enough for mosd of the shot b go ssbtray; this ia
eompletely wmdsratood an@“&&a@ptﬁﬂ by the hunter., Aud 4%
would be Iincorpest boe say that this iz purely snd siwply
outelde the injention of the men hunding, for be obvionsly
does not wish thet all the shod should hit his prey, o dusk
perhaps. I thizg 2id happen, 1% would be by shanece aend the
haster s intentlion defested, for there would then be pothing
1eft of the bird, Neverthsless, Jdue bto the fset Phat the man

i not a p@yfﬁah %arkar&m ho must asl with&n the frame of his

ounR aﬁﬁ@ﬁ@fﬁiﬂﬁﬁi@ﬁg aﬂ& ﬂWﬁFﬁﬂW& thim é&fiaiaqcy wh&ah is

44444

am&yﬂ*ﬂﬁﬁlﬁ, w

*thqtﬁ@ means &b hl& éiapmmmlg ﬁ&tm@aﬁgimply

What is 3nsanﬁ$d by ﬁm&?ﬁ?ﬁﬁi n@ﬁare m&y well @@p@ar 5o
be exsaptlonsl in this or thed instense, snd Indeed 1t is when
g8 given rsres oceurrense that wlfille the gensrsl Intentlon, is
compared o the mors reguler svents end happenings that surround
ft. Bub if the execeptionsily good result ils intended by naturs,
and Ils thet bo which nature iz prinelpally directed, how, for
exsmple, can the majorily of mon be eslled natural, if supsrior
neture Intends the porfection of the specles that iz found
only In the wise? The snower isg thet the msjorlty of husan
geneorstions are nabursl and successiul beceuse the ma jorliy

of men are normal 1% iz altogether nabursl thet & pariicular

agent should produss an effeat similer to 1tsslf,
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Thus, offects may ned bs referred ko superior natuve
slone, or te particulsr neture alobe, in order thst they
be called neturel, for pature i & proximste casuse sg well
g2 2 wniversnl osuss. Hots bhe bhreefold genus of natural
effaste ne exemplilied in bthe gonerstion of a wise manflg}
ap sverage msn, and g monsier; 1% Iz only the latisr which
is wnnsturel bocause it doss not answer to the Intentlen of
unniversal or of perticulsr veburs,

It is universal naturels intention thet is prinsipsl,
end what iz beyond the intentlon of the proximsbs csuse =ag
guch, somebimse fa&is.withig the intentlon of s superior

agent, Henoe, ﬂib&ﬁ&gﬁ*éﬁﬂ@@%&ﬁﬂ&l innt@yg$¥ufiabserﬁabié<z;

véé&iﬁ#&ﬁiagg the gﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁi¢n of & member. of ﬁ;highar apsales

corresponds to the intention of the mors universsl sgenk, & s -

Just as the genersbtlon of that whieh is good for ths whole
species, such ns the nore verfect individusl, slso sorrsse

ponds to this Intentlon,

Ad glind igitar tendly labsntioc particuleris

sgentis, o% universelis: naw partionlare mgens

bendit ed bonum paritla absolute, ¢t favit cem

gusnto meliorem potest; universgle aulew agens

vendit &d bYonum toting. Unde aliguis deflectus

ast praster Intentlonsém perticuleris aegentis,

gul est secupndun intenblonem sgentls universslis, (13)

Altheugh metbter ls gomebimes responsglble for effects that
pacapy the end of nature alitogether, it la beesuse of wmatter

12, 7This vefers of eourse Lo corporesl dispositlons such
g5 & fins sense of touch, We do not moan thet wlse men as

puch sre generasbsd by nature,
13, &%, Thomes, Gontra Gentes, I1I, c.%:
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as well eg Form that netwrasl affecte ere made possibls,
Eysry neburel ganeretion presupposes a subjleet, That this
pub jeat be pure pobenvy la neecesgury for otherwise Shers
would be an Infinity of aubjocts sud fovms In every gihovs-

tiom, end peneretlion would bihwe begoms impossible., The

easential Indelerninstlion of ths aub st whileh iz rwosrsery

for wmovement to 2 form, iz »b the zaws Gime the root of
sifocts vhich sre unforosseable and unintended, This is not
only bodanses mabier Iy Indeberminatlon, bud more properly
becetme the netural form regulres mabber in order to sxist

and sety owing to the form®s own insufficient determinaticn .

' the subdbantial ordar,  These natursl forms ave always
@k@é&ééd?ﬁ? ® &@ﬁraﬁﬁéﬁ iﬁééﬁé&minazi@ﬁbﬁhi@h 1g 1naapara$i5§fﬁ@f'
fr%%iééﬁééé and nebural ééﬁ%@%@’ 1% iz metter as an indag@féi#fﬁff
nation exegeding ths deierminatlon of the form which iz the '
cause of the mintended effert, then, snd not mabier In so
far a3 1t hag a positive ordination %o the uwliimats perfece
tion of the universe., We shall agse, however, thet sven thig
ingubordlnation s 1n & wey nervelously designed by the Flrst
Csuse to contridbaie bo the g@wﬁ.ﬁf he whole,

An snslogy can bé msde betwesn the Indesermingtion of
the intellect in the ordesr of knowling and metter, whileh
will perhsps bring out mors olearly the pleoe of thils potenw
ﬁi&l,?ﬁiﬁﬂigi& in the order of nghure: In the sonsliliutlon
ef ments Imowing Fedulbies bhers is @ multiplielty which ls
required by tho Imperfeotion of the human intellset. Thus,
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man 15 provided with externsl snd internal sensem in order
that the objeet mey beaome more proportioned to the somplete
immaterislity of the intellset. The angelio intelleot, on
the other hand, nesads no sddibionsl faeulties o stbtaln its
ob jeok; the set of the angel'’s intellect 1s prier to the
thinge he knows, for pospssssing infused speeiss or mesns of
knowing, the engel does not depend on things in order to
know them, np san must do bessuse of the potentlslity of the
humen intellset. Buk for the humsan intellsct the faoulivles
of imagination, nomory obe,, and ﬁh@ gengag of gight, toueh,

‘bearing ofe,, are not only not encumbrances snd superfinlties

“i g they mmaldvhﬁ5f@&-tha angol L7 he could h&?é”tﬁmmgybnx are
‘. neeessary Loy the ssquisition of humen knowledgei. Withous

i these sense. powers joined bo organs, men could nvt know ab

g2ll, The compoaite sasence which iz men regquires ¢ mulble
buds of meens to imow equsl to the objects inown, amnd slse
& mulbitude of faculbtles o atisln thess oblacts, Here 1s
mirrored the ind&tarminat&an of matier whieh enables the

individusls in a speoles %o ba multiplied so thet the pere
feation which sannoet be r&aiﬁaadﬁim one becguse of the ine

foriorlity of the form, may bo sccomplished in the many.

Again thls is not sn imperfection in this order bubt an essens.

tlal condition or éeuse reguirsd for the exlstence of the
naturel compogibe; withould this pobentiasl prinéiplé such &
grads of perfection would be impossible., A4t Shls point e
few edditional remarke sbout thls potentlel prinociple will
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scompleste our pragent discussion end permlt uwas to btake up
in dedell the most evident forma of contingency.

Mebbter iz muid to be in potency to opposites. In

reference %o the posgibilites maberles, then, it should be
noted that the apbusl exlstense of what is potentislly 2on=
tained in matier is no wors ssewrsd than 1is non~exlsbence,
so Far o3 sebter 12 conslidered in poteney %o saoh individusl
form, The two posgibilitles, exiastencs end nonesxistence,
ere simaitaneous in the pessive polency, To Lllustrabe this
bwolold posslibllity 8¢, Thomss cites the axemple of the new
eloak whish cén be eut or not, @a{ﬁhgrfbélng necossary but
‘v"sgaggzw pms;m;;mm is nothing to Phevent the Zermentts’

f&é&ﬁgj@ut, ﬁaﬁﬁiéﬁﬁhwra 3nyﬁhingﬁ%§§ti%ﬁdaira& it taVbaﬂcﬁtf',

Elthér of bhess opposltes may be'Fealized to the excluslon il
of the othery for If the closk be out Lt is impossible that
1t not be eubs bud if 1t wears out first it is lmposalbd

 Phat it be oub,
(1)

but thers mre things which een be or not be, end befors they
agre thelr oxisbones ias something wndetormined. This is cone
tingeney in the atriet sanﬁé, &nd it ls becsuse of thie twoe
fold possibility in mabtter that the socidental svent cannot
be considersd necessary.
Matter ls never oompletely sxhsusted @&s a poteney to

form, end there alwéya remuing in metber the double possie
bility of exlastence snd nonwexistence, for effects bo which

e’ B%. Thomss, A soribame,, levb.X1¥, n.l
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the netursl sgemt is not snbtively determined or not dee-
termined at all, The reduobion bo act of the natural
effect thus is nobt necssssry, but contingent, snd this
oontingsney is wost evident in the easses of sasuwal or
fortulbtous evsnibs. Chanose gnd Forbtune, the sosidental
osguses of thesge effects, wlll now be studled, and the
discuvsnion of gontingeney snd the modern scholastiecs
gomplated, with s more compleote exposltlion of the teaching
of these writera in an sres wheres thely deparbure from the
Prue dostrine of Avistotle snd 5%. Thomes is plelnly menie

fast,




