L"“iﬁif@Qﬁ, aithﬂugh nat in itoell = pmasibl& ob jeet of Lnsgn-%ﬂ?

: ""‘""ti@?i» 1:3 ﬁ@varthﬂlﬁﬂ& :.:?‘ :
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The selution bto the problem iz not exceedingly dife
fleult If striot sdhevense to the heasching on this polnt

1z maintained, and ¢lose sttention ig pald Yo the words

of 8%, Thomes, Indeed, 1t in herd Lo gsse why it has ree

gulred such sn Invelved discussion on the part of =o

mony aubhers, in view of the fgob thet bed luck, ss well

8 good, iz commonly spoken of, and like chanece, Tortune

oo, 1s zn sooldental csuss, both sharing ths charascter

of being unfeavorsble agenbs ss well as Tavorable ones, iIin |
relation o good end bad offaotn, | ‘ '

S The answer o tho diff&ealﬁv 1a ﬁhats the unﬂaairablaff* R

lueible L@ an and, a8 an @vil t@ ‘

e @vﬁiﬁﬁﬁ. Fanaa, is La iacluﬁaﬁ amang the yassible
| objecte of purpeseful sstivisy, lamselar as LIt has, nesge-
bively, the chareoter of an end, In the Physies 8t. Thomas
intimetes this when he says:

b diolt gued ewfortiwiiuwe et infortunium dleltuy,
guande habe’ aliguod borum vel melum cum magnltie
dines nam enfortunium dleitwr guando sequitur
gliguod magnum bonumy infortunium sutem gquande
sequltur sllguod magnom welum, EY guls privarl
bono sceoipltur in rstione mali, et priveri mele
in rations boni; ideo quendo allquls pasrum distet
& magno bono, si amlitatb $1iud, dieituwr inforbdie
natus; et sl allouis ésb propinguus magno malo,
et liberstur ab i1lo, dieitur eufortunetus. (56)

”L;., leat Iy n.T
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It will be useful now &n eonsider briefly the dife
farencs between chanee 8 it iz wunderastoned in the phile

ogsophy of nsture, and sg 1t 12 used In referencs &?gm?th@-
o . 57
maticel lawg of probabllity. 4z explained earlier, it is

not enough that an effeet De rare in order thaet chence be
‘sssigned ss the panes of 1%, Nevertheless, those things
in nature thst sve rare, sre ssld by meny to have come
about by chanee, Bubk the sbtabistleslly rere can not be
indentifled with what is by pure ohiance; what 1s rare from

the viewpoint of ?re&sbiliﬁy iz ofben somethlng indended

55
by 8 higher aausﬁa‘, ?h& eaaaprenca whi@h is rare in the

fsemme of baimg ﬁﬁatistia&lly imprebabla, %n reallty oftan
5%

o 5
-,aanszit&tea 8 vimﬁ@ry mf form mvar matt@r. 1t is for this

574 ”h@ﬁtar 111, 9@.&ﬂé~@ﬁ

58; She Thomes,] I Vi Hehaoh,, laot, 111, 3913953
fordineblo, sutem, guae esh Ln affectibus ex aligus ceusa tane
Hum ge extendlt gquaniius snbendlt se illliuas csusse ceusalltises.
Omnds snlw canan neér g¢ habet determinabos elfostus, quos
geounduwn alliquen prdlnem producit, MNanifestum igltur esib,
guod offeetus relatl ad aliguem inferiorem csusam nullum ore
dinem hebere videnbur, sed per seeldens sibl ipasls ocolincldunt;
guil si roferantur sd supericvem csusam commanen, ordineti ine
venlandur, et non per aaeidana oonjuneti, zed ab una per se
ganan simul productl sunt)" 1hid,., n.1211-1212: "Heec autem
aantingmn%ia. a2l ulberine in csusam caslestem reducantur,
mulés horun lnvenluntur non esss per aceldens; quls causaes
partienlares stal non conbtlnentur sub se invicen, continentur
tamen sub wne cansa cgolsstl communl...Quamvls fgltur mults,
guse videntur esse per sccidens reducendo ipss ad csuses pare
$lewlareg, tnvenlentur non asse peyr scelidens redusendo ipsae
ad canmam communem wniversalem, scilicet virtubem ceelestem,
Samen ebtlem hao reductione fseba, Invenlunbtur esass aligua per
acgidens, aloud superivs eaﬁ habitum a philosophe,”

59, 8%, Thomas,Cpnirs Gentiles, 11, ¢.30: "In qulbus
vexro forma con aample“'rmtam potentiam meterlse, remanet ade
huc in materis potentis a4 sliswm formam, It ldeo non est in
eis necesslitas essendi, sed virbus essendl conseguitur in eis
vickoriaw formas super masberlam, ub pated in elsmentis et
elementetis,.
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vory resson that the perspective of finelity is so imporbtsnt
for & oorreoct understanding of gsoclidental csusallity in nae
tures Cor unless the role of finel causality s given 1%s
propar placs in a conslderstion of naturel csussa and
effecty, the kind of conbtingenoy thet im most characterise
tie of She naturel wmivserse will be overlooked, snd the most
strilking evidence of diwvine providence will be neglectad,

An exsmple mey seyve Ho meke this cleer:

Pronm s atatisbical point of v&aw;'tha gppoarence of
1ife is g phenomenon that i highly improbsble, belng glven
all the meterisl condltions redessery to support 1t end en= .
able ifs continued axiﬁ?géééﬁfﬁ"th& univﬁf§§;itfg§m the

statlatioal imprehabilt@y*gf"#ﬁaaa eanditggﬁgféb@ing aboub, s iyt

sone might be inellmaé'ﬁa~attrihmﬁa such pheriomensa to chemge; . .«

sa well as other less 1&%5&?&%1& geeurrences, such asg the
{60
formetion of the plasneta. Actuelly, however, in the light

60, 84y James Jeans, L'Univers, trad. Geaorges Oros, Paris,
Payot, 19303 pr.277-270: "Le caloul wabhematique dfmonire que
pour donner nalssence b un systdme plandtaire, deux dtoiles
doivent se rapprocher # une disitence qul ne dépesse pas le
valeur de trols Tols leur dlaméires pulsgne nous connalasons la
réparbltion dea &tolles dans 1'8spsce, nous pouvens caleuler
agvee une cerialne approzimetion ls probabilité d'un tel &véne-
menty on trouve gue, pour une durde dlexisbtenge de plusieurs
trilllons 4%annben, cebto probabilité rest gusdre que de 1 sur
100,0000ssTout oopl nens Indlgue gque seulemsnt une parcelle
infiniment petite deo 1lYunlvers peut se brouver dens les cone
ditions vouluss pour donner sslile & des @tres vivants, IY¥ faut
gne la matidre primisive ss transforme en ratistions pendant
plusisurs trillions dlennfes pour donner une qusntite minuscule
de sendrs inerte sur leguslle la vie paut exlster. Alors ssule-
ment, s'il survient un scoeident oxtrémement excepitlonnel, cetie
cendre, e pes autre chose, peul se trouver expulsée du soleil
gui 1% produite et pe condenser on dennant nelssance g une
plenete, HMels ce n'est pae toudby 11 faub que ce residn de
cendre ne solt ni trop chsud ni trop froid; sinon, toute vie y
gers impozsible.® '




ﬁwi}ﬁhuman soul, 1a the final g@rf?gt§un, snd the bterm cm whiah o

‘*i_nTmattar wes ariglﬂally ordered, -

‘f*'satatiatieally praﬁahl@, is & resuld of the Deusss
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of finsl csusallidy, 1ifs ls seen ae a regult of unlversasl
naturets Intention %o produce more and more perfect naturel
forms, by subduing the indleposition of matter to recelive
theee forma. Finally, by dlsposing the matter to receive
puccesalvely higher neturel forms, the gosl to whieh all of
nature iz oprdered, and for the selte of which prime matier
is orsated, is made inmedisbely possiblej; the preliminary
dispositions having been aceomplished through this continue
oug Procasy, the natursl subject ig then abls to recelve s

fmrm'thsh-is not imposed by & nabural egend; thlas form, the

At the aam@ tim@ 1# mey be noted that what is msraly

Lerlss. For bthe matber wvéwains dlsproportionaie to the
forme; in terms of sbetisbtlcs alons, 1t is, by Llbts relative
indifferencs and indetermination more offen successful in
&atﬁimgvasiﬁ§ the osusality of the peritlouler natursl agent
then the nabursl asgend ia, by ilbs determinstion successful
in overeoming the indeterminsbtlon of the mabtter, 4 famillar
exsmple of this is the large number of aeeds provided for
the production of s gingle plant, most of whieh do not take

61l. 8%, Thomas;Zontra Jentes, III, ¢.77t "Oum igltur
virtus divinse graviﬁmnﬁfaa g1t nmazims, per alique medla ad

ultims suenm operationsm perducere Sebob.,.BExigit igitur di=-
vinas @revidentiaa perfectioc guod sint causse wedise exescue

trices ipalua,?®




;#'anea? in the a%aﬁ&stieal Bense ia not. ‘gt all by @hsnea::_

—~

” fram £inallty), hm I phiims&phiaal aantmx%, where the ward
“ .§f?aa$” has an’ amtiraly differant maaning. What is “byu
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root and grow, This very proflligasy, howsver, is, for the
limited natursl agent, a means of overcoming the Indisposie
tlong of the mebher, Honee, the ststement that nsture
sohisves 1%s effeots for the most pert, must not bs ildentie
Tled with the expresaslionsg of prebabillity Formulsted In
atatisbicsl lswes, The importent thing to note is thet fi-
nality is not involved in laws of probability, The mathe=
matlosl expressicn of & regulsrity ln shysiesl phenomena,
in terms of sistlstleal "laws of chance”, doea not permit

the transference of uﬁis sensge of chane@ {whieh abstraata

v#na philasaphiaﬁl ﬁﬁn&w. The — ”ehancﬁ“‘ im ¢quivamsl 13,357;

these WO 08868, For the mtatiafieian the axprasaien "oy

chance”, does not refer to Pinallty, but merely to g fore
mulation of the varlious altsrnstives In physical phenomens,
in absitrection from the Iintentlon of any agent. The foune
datilon of these @al@ﬁl&#&ons'iﬁ, in reality, nothing other
than the pnecessites maheri ]

We might relterate here what wae ssld esrlier ln sgpesl-

ing of the determination of the naturel agent: what ls rare
or exeepblongl in relabtlon to partleulsr nsture may not be
rare 8t sll in reference to o superior causej what appears

improbable in view of stablstlesl probebilities, iz not
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necessarlly lsprobable from the polnt of view of naturs,
acting for sn end., The chenee event Ls not unlikely just

in relation to proximate osuses, as hag been shownh, but is
sltogether undetermined to be before 1% Lz by this is mesatb
that 1% does not fall within the intention of sither paye

. Biouler or miverssl nature, 7Thus, what ig improbeble stoe
tistically, esn be the oblect of & more genersl intention
that is directed to the end of the whole of naturs, and
which provides many possibilitiss precisely in ordey Ho
schisve the 1ntsm&éé'éff@c@s. This profligscy on the pars

. of nature 1% reqaar@ﬂ in avﬁaw o oversomns the indetermie

" ‘patlon of matber; and altheugh nattQW"s mac@ﬁﬂary fwf"ﬂ“ﬁ“?"
\ienanurel bec@mingﬁﬁt&@ ag@ﬂt mas b subdua 5 cﬁrtain material

: (62} .
w;~andiagosibimn im erder ﬁa introduse’ thﬁ natural form.

Even when & partleulsr sgent doeg not suceeed in
produsing what waz intended, if something does come sboni
by chance 1% esen sccldenbtally contribute to the end of
universal natwre; Inm zuch = way ahanaé may sompensate for
the insufficlent determination of the natural case.

At this polini, then, a glosger investligesbtlion of the

csg8url event and lts cause, chance, must be undertaken.

62, St. Thomes,Contre Gentes, II, c.30: "In quibus
vero forms non complet batam pamentiam mnaterise, remanet
adhue in msterls poteniis &d eliem formem. Bt idec non
eat In els necessiiss sssendil, sed virtus essendl consequle
tur In eols vietorliam formge super maeteriam, ut petet Iin
slementis et slementatlis, Forms snim elementi non etitinglst
meterism gecundum tobum ¢ jus posse; non snlm £1t suscepiivie
formee elementi aﬁ&nag nisi per hoe guod subjleitur slteri
parti contraristatis.”
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5« The vesson for the aceidentsl effect 1s the
inguflielent determinstion of the cause; but
sueh & conbingent ceume fpila, only when there

is soms impedimant, >

A preat many wodern scholesbica assort thet sll thilngs
in the materisl universe come sbout negesssrily, provided
that the totallty of ceuses opersting in nebure be taken
into censidoretlon, rd 1f the intervantlion of free agganis
he lefh out, A n&tmrel eause may fall, they say, but thils
is only becsuse of uwn lmpediments they sdd that the lmpedi=-

mant itgel? is = onuse heving & debtermined ocharescter, Thus,

e if all the Bauses &3 wamk are &nelu&@é, 1% 1s avid@nt thab.f

~-thﬂ zmgedimant &a &aeaassrr; hanae, it i3 slso aviﬁent that

;;_uvaryuhin@ ”ﬁﬂulﬁing frﬁm this interference ls nwceaﬂsry.*“‘

jﬁw;lak@ﬁ 1ndiv1dmally, in ralatian ta its proxlmate aauﬂa, aﬂ«
affest may be emnﬁiagaﬂﬁ, in this sense rare events are
gald to happen by change. Bub gocording %o these writers
the term is only relatlve; for if the ariginal constellstion
~of the universe ls considered, and we asupposs thet no volune
tary sgent dlsturbe the flow of netursl events, it is clear
bhat a#nrything is perfectly ﬁéé&ﬁm&nad from the beginning,
and heppena how, and In the fubure, with complete necesslity.
The ashaolube imposaiblility of foreseeing the futurs is
granted, only in the domein of voluntary eéeratiana; the
effeota of susch retivity cannot be Loressen glnocs they res

sult from acts freely §@rfﬂrm$ﬂ;
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serbain

would appesr thet an incorreet intsrpretstion of

lmportant texts, where 34, Thomass npesks sboud

condingensy snd neoegalty, hea led to the position oute

lined shovey the following pesssge 19 ons thet ls often

pregented In mupport of the dotarminist view:

Primum enlm noh 8% verum guod, poslts guseunme
gue opusg, necesse sit sffeatum poni. Sunb
enim qusedsm causse quae ordinsntur ad suos
affeotus non ox necessibtebe, sed ut in plurie
g, guse guandogue deficeliunt in minori parte,
Sod gquls huluemodl csusas non defielunt in
minori, parte, nisi propter sllquam causan ifte
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pedientem, videbur asdhuc preedictum inconvenlens

non viteriy qguls % ipsum 1mpadimenkmm talis
causgs ex nscessitate continglt. = BES ideo,

... seoundo, oportet dloere gquod omne quod est per
MUY ge, hebet esussm, ¢ned subem est per sooldens,
.. non hebak ceussm, quls non est vere ens, cum
L mon siY were waum. Album énim causam habet,

similiter ot muslioum; med album masioum non

' hobetd cgusam, quls non est Véresns negue vers
wnum, Mapifestum est aubem quod causa impediens

it

actlonen alliculus ceuses ordlndtas ad zuuwm efe
feootur ut in pluribup, concurrit el interdum per

sesldens, undes tslis gonoursua non hsgbet causen,
inguentum ast per scoldens. (63)

iz strenge that this should be interproted amg a

donlel of intrinsle conbingensy, in view of the fect that
8te Thomtis hiwmsell, conplders the difficulty explicitly:

53,

Oabansum enim gt quod gquamvie ex ilmpressione
oorporum caelesblum flant aliquse Inelinee
tlones ln natura corporeli, voltntess temen

8%, Thomas,Jg, G115, 8.6, ¢




non 2% necesslitzte sequitny has inclinatliones.
Etv ldeo nibll prohibet par voluntariam setione
om lmpedirl offectum eaalﬁatiam SOTPDOTUNM, nNon
solum In ipso homine, sed etiam In aliis rebus
s guae h@minum op@ra*ia 8G axtandit* - ﬁgﬁ
nallum ele prino ‘m s D=

gltaye broven T B OUNAH aht qnam quorunwam
va ﬁnﬁm, qm supponentes omne guod o3t causam
h&bﬁr&, et guod, posita causa, eox neceszlitaie
pondtur, soncludebant guod ocmnls ex necesslbete
e@mﬁing&mﬁ. {6li)

s then goss ont to resolve the diffloulty:

Primun enim nan a8t verun gquod, poslts Guecume
. que osusa, negésse slt offectum poni. Sunt
che b &nim guaedan "azaz,wﬁ@ guse ordhantur ad suos
. effectus non ex neépessltste, sed ut in 0luAibuﬁ... cf=
. Bt 1deo, mepundo, oportet dicers quod omne quod . ..
a8t per se, hmbar eausan, guod auiem est per oci-
’ ﬁam&, nen habet. seusan, quianan saﬁ vara ens, oum
‘non Bit v rfyummm;;.{éa) R R

Galetan, in a ?r@faund snd complets oommentary, admits
ef having besn eonvineed, for & long time, thst the meseting
of mstural causes ﬁithAimpaﬁimanha, had & per geo casuse; that
thﬁ resulta of such encounbers sre accidentel, only in reéw
gard %o us, -« but that they are in hhﬁm&ﬁlve?ééﬁragaterminad

by the whole constellatlon of ecmuses at worlk.

6li, 8t. Thomas,gp,oelts, corpus (Italies ours)

é5o s RellB, 8.6, ¢
: i_., Commentary of Cajebten, n.lli..."Probatur:t
guls in caaio nullus est per sceidensi ownle snlim aunmt ibl

per g¢, Hrgo conpursus istorum inferlorvm habet per ae

caunam sscundum essej gusmvis qued nos sii per seaiden&,

' qa&a 1&%@% suaa @nnnﬁxienia n@raaiﬁaa. ? Eh £io mi
) E L k l“..h. Iﬁﬁ 4

¢8 ours
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How 18 L& this very posltion thet ls teken by modern
seholeatlie wrlters; bubt it {2 hard to sve why sueh & view
should be held, for it is not the tesohing of St, Thomas)
snd in hils commentary on this question, s jetan sdvances
the most convineing srguments agsinzt 1%, Neverthelsas,
the followlng remsrks of three different modern writers
ars roprossntatives

21 on spuppose qutil n¥y s dans ltunliyers sucun
sgent libre {intelligent), 11 est slsir que tel
événemeny survenu lgi-bsa (par exemple le falt
gue tel ecursull primpe sur tel arbre a tel
moment sur telle montagne) étalt infeilliblement

. préddterminé dans la constellation de tous les . =
' feeteurs de llunivers posée & Llorigine., (67) ' 7

S Ho matter to whet extent meohanlsts may reduse . 0
‘ " nabursl operatlons. vo the rule of necesalty » ©
thet 1s, to physicsl law - they come In the end
face Yo face with stark contingsney. Glven
matier, the nature whieh it asotuslly has and
its original distribution, snd probably many Fi
other things, the proesent universe - let us i
admit « must bhave evolved., Bud you sre glven :
an gwinl lot when you are given matber, 1ta
neture, gnd 1lts diastridbution] Sterting with
them, you can construct g universe in terms of
the necessary lews of the movement of such matier
so digtridbubed; but this necesslty comes into
the pleture only efter the mabter 1ls presuppossd,
The neceasity, therefore, Is the product of @
sheer contingency and consequently 1s itself cone
tingent through and through: It is, but it mlight
not have been, (68)

6%. Je Maritain,Lag Degpes Du Savolr,
63, Brother Benl; nus,jaturs Knowledse snd God, p.09
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Pour affirmer tous d'abord qutun determine
feme vrel domine le cours des evenements
netursls, il fsub wotbtre chacun dlenx sn
rappory avee ls somome des influences gul
sontribuent & se produstion. Il est olsir
gutenvisages de cetie facon ces evénements
sont déYermines oompldiement par Ltacpion
dea causea dont ils depandent.. .0, dés,
lors, on osnglura que dans le systme d'Arise
bobte le monde de la nsture btout entler est
soumis B un determinisme rigoureus, dgns 1s
mesure gwe ph lton fait ebetrsctions dues s
1taebivité intelligente et libre de lthomme. (69)

As 3%, Thomas explains in question 115, the reasen

thet the sontingent asnaa~whiah.is ordered to its effects

anly Por the mme@fﬁart, or uf
= Wa&l, is that &%

Elééianally impeﬁad..  Butb if chanca
 ;is n &ntrinaiai; use o,
wwﬂ:hew is it posaible: that 3
,J:an ‘the other han&, thafimpaé&mant is ggﬁmgggggg, how éan T
there be effeets that are truly sceldentel; for the couse
thet i3 defective doea not ecbuslly Tail unlesa 1% is ime
peded by some obther setive cguse? Is 1% not neceazsary to
gdmis, ot lemst, s kind of osollective determinism, ag the
auvthors vho have been quobsd plsinly assert? This diffi.
oulty has led many to deny the ebaoluse unprediotabllity
of the casusl event; the oause of the chance cacurrence,
they say, 1a nothing other than the serles of scotive csuses

that meet bo produpse 1t, each of ithese causes belng per ss

o e zﬁ&ﬂaﬂ&ﬂ?* I vEpadine b e

W Poe325-26
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ordered Yo an effect of ibts own, ?&gger@n@ from the one
70)
that thelr encomnter brings shout,

In veply to this Lt must be ssld, first, thet sny
fallure of o cmuse bo product an Inbtended effeet is due
o the lmperfection of that csuse; this lmperfection ia
reduesd to a pessive potenay which, in naturel things,

is their potential principle, matter:

Deficere subew in setiome segultur imperfectie
onem: ot Lldeo potentla defective guocumgus
. dsfeetu, ad potentism passivenm reduclitur, ut
- patet ex I Cseli. It heee Iintelligends sunt
. de defactn seblonls eox parbe csusse qui est L
.8k Intrinsece, de guo est objectio. De &@featuur, o
autem elus ex parte exbtrinsecorum, wenifestum -
st ex aliguo lmpediente provenirs: sed quammdo;
inferius &ia&ﬁur. ,(?1) -

ga@gar@nﬁ &ﬁﬁﬂmp%i&n that tb@ 1mpadimenﬁ bo &
aguaa 8 speration is aativa only, is umwarﬁantad. An
G&j&t&m explaing, there aﬁ a passive or weberisl impedie
mentk, as well sz an actlive am&f?zéh@ posasive obstacle

?Q' s Mﬂl’iﬁam, LB 1 A , ‘ BaL Ly &N q«g
tingeney, p.29: "Tnis BIrats Telllng 7 '

an svent to which no neture tanaed of 13&&1?. It is & purely
fortultons or chanece event end 1s due simply to the Ilnterfor=
snes of & numbsr of Independent sets of ocpuses...The event

in guestion d@p@n&& aalaly apaﬂ an aaa@mhlaga of faosual @VGﬂu$

O upon a8, ely faslusl necosplby .
p.l&l* ”ahanaa, for ot % pr@aupyaaaa
interference of 1ndag@adant lines of ecausetion.”

7l. Cajetan, i% Q.ll , Ba0, commentsry, nn.7

72 é%gg., n. 161 "...lmpedimentum os% duplex: &llterum
aetlvum, alterum materiale, Aotivum enim est quod impedls
soblonsm ut reeiplitar in passc. - Bt rurans, materisle contine
git duplielter. Uno modo, ox actione eslberiuna ggentis, sicub
asquosltas ligni lumpedit cowbustionem; ot eninm, guemvis materi-
gle lmpsdimentum git, o8t temen effectivse a causs pluvise,
quas madalfeeit lignum. Alls modo, ex ipss condlitione weterliae;
slecut frigidlites peguae impedlt cslefeetionem, culns tamen,
friglditas non o8t 8lies csuss nisl ipss naburs seguee, quse
pecurit vt materis eslefactibilis,”
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to the auceceas of s netursl csuse, may be an Indisposle
btlon ln the subjeet dus toe previous schive vauvsea; the
wotness of wood, for exempls, is anh obstsele Lo the aotive
cause, fire, But beyond this kind of oppoasltlon to the
ggent, which i reslly e determined thing gince it is

derived from some actlve ssuss, there is the natursl ine

cauae acbs., This 18 nothing othar than sn indlspositlon
caused by the psssive principle, matier, which is never
ewmplately dominstads @ith@w by the lorm iﬁ has or bthe one.

it rac@ivaa. In %h@ pah@ney of the matbar, hham, 1w rontadﬁ

th@ ﬂantingemey of the nature] thing."iha foundatimn of

|
|
|
|
|
disposlition of evory materlal subject upon whieh s netural
|
]
\
|
l

ahanee anﬁ uneﬁwuaimtJ iﬂ the pm&aibility‘wf‘ﬁha non-mxi&t—a
enet of ‘the natural effeot T e -

&% quonism manifeste patet quod possge defloere

in minori parte, gquod e¢st radiz cesus et fore

tunse et comis sontlingentlse in nsturaslibus,

consequibur posse non esse, (73}

Because the poegsibllivy of mutter Ls a poteney thad

is "ad utrumgue oppositorun™, and beosuse & purely natursl
eause i not one thet s absolubely "determinatum sd unum}
the coming to be of & certein natural thing is nodt absolne

toly smaured., Hence, when an ilmpediment ls saild to bs the

73, OCmjaten, gpeslte, N.1i
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resgon why the cense fails in e glven ease, by impediment
must be understood, hot simpiy the thing thet impedes the
actlion of the csuse, bub more preclsely, the relabion of
this active cobstacle to whet is Ilmpeded, It is from this
relatlion that the lmpediment 1s salled an impediment,

Impadimentum enim due diclit: selilleet rem guee
lmpedit; et relsbtionsm #d gzliud, ex qua denomie
nabur lmpediméntum. Et d¢ lmpedimento guidem
activo, dato Inguantum res est, hebeet causan
por se; sed inguantum impedit, non oportst, gule
impedire pertinet ad coneursum, qul potest esse
per aceldena, Ds ispedlmento sutem meterisll si
eodem modo est, hebet eliquem ceusem necessarium,
glve 11la 8lt sllud sgens, sive it conditio mge
teriane; oportet dicers guod. inguentunm lmpedimen-
tum o8, ‘g8t per eocldends Bt hoe est venire ad
soncursum; quis nihil . aliué @3t dlcere guem qumd
conecursus talls agentis ol $8ll meteris hic non
hebet causem. Et sie 1mpeﬁimantum 2R Parte. mas
téerise, ot hiec concursus 'ést omninc idem, 31
sutom lmpedimensum maeterise, etiam inguentum res
est;, in perticulsri sumptum non habet ceusism alle
guam qusw necesssrio seaquatur; tune &x impedle
mento materiali dupliciter fit por ascoldens, et
¢x parbe concwrsus, st ex psrits rel concurrentis.
%t ale lupedimentum msterisle Includit lmpedimene
tum oconcursus eb addit: et sle distinguitur ut
minus commune s magls oommune. (7h)

In other words, 1t is the defective ocharaoter of a
natural cause that makes an impsdiment possible; the nee
turel ceuse is defvctive becsuse of 1ts metter snd the

contingancy of its form. Thus, what In fact does coms

to*bs,hdaas not come to be necesssrlly; its coming to be

The ggw‘Q.llﬁ, aebh, Commentary of Csjeten, n.l7
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csn be prevented, since the matier upon which the agmnt
operates Is not perfeptly subject to that agenit's ceusality.
Horsover, bhe lrsufficlent determination of & natursl csuse,
inguffielent thet i1z, to bring sbout its effects all of the
time, ls rooted in the esuse's own sdmixture of potency - a
poteney whleh ls to be ldentified wlth Lts negative lndeter-
mination,

Tha sctive obatecle, then, ¢sn be snother efficient
csussy this is aam&thing guite determined., In the psaagive
ohstacle, hawever, the indlsposition resulting from prior
. sshive cauzwa (whieh is thus aem&thing ﬁat@rminad) musb be

distimguisbsd rrom tha natural inﬁispaaition of the eorrupo

! uad pmt@&t aasa @t nap essﬁ” It 1s the

meﬁlaﬁtar t?ét i& tha causge of whmt 13 -gooldentel as- aueh.- In

this regerd it should agsin be noted that "potentis defectivs
guocumque defecty, sd potentism passiven redumeitur.” Thus,
svery obstacle lnvolved In sn scoldentnl event 1ls rooted in
gn indetermination; elther the insufflolsnt deftermination of
the natursl form, or the @nmplwtg“;ma@tarmination of matter.
The words of Cerdinal CGsjetan, expressed.neasr the end
of his zommentary on Q.115 of the Prims Pars, present s cone
oise summery of the difficult guestlon of contingeney in
nature, snd the points covered in this section dealing with

the natursl casuse snd the rasson for its ococcaslonel falle
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ure: here Cajebsn polints oud both the root end complete csuse:

Solto tamen hle guod rsbtle contingsntiae
naturaliom duplielter potest sssignari:

uno modo, ex parde cemplementi; sllo modo,
éx parde radiels, Redlx guidem huiunamodl
conbingentlse est neturs potentiae invents
In naturglibuy, gus et posswnt deflicere in
ainorl parte, ot sunk in potentlas contrse
dictionls, ub dicitur in I Periherm.
Complemantbun vero contingentiase est conciire
sus  -acoldentalls csusarum, sive sotivikes et
pesglvee, sive sotivarusm lnter se, ete, Kt
propteres non opposite dixit, sed uirumque
assignavit In divarsis loois divus Thowss:
in Vi siquidem Metaphys., redicemy hic vero
et in I Periherm., et in libere Contre Gentes
complementun Setligit, (?5)

In th& 1ight of thaaa diatimatiema, it may be seeﬁ that
the #aachimg& af & ?hmmss an aantimganay 1n th@ ﬁataphyaica,5ﬁ

xQﬁ and in tha Paribarm&naiaa, far frum belng opposed, aetually

5..\_,,-

complement una amwthar; thia may b@ gathersd olaarly Lrom
hls words In the Gmntra &anﬁe&f é}ﬁor in the Metaphysalos he
reduoes the contlingeney of the natursl thing to 1is meterise
1iky§7g; the Periherm,, he sdds to this explsnation of the

root of contingsnoy, by showing that en sctlve cause, not

entirely debermingt 18 feguired, in order thet the
75. Ia, Q.llS, 8.6, Commentary of Cajeten, n.20
76 GUontra Gentes, III, c.06 - see chepter II, pp.37-4l
TTs : '~a., leot,Il, n 1186: "Bt quis defectus

¢ jus guod 88t ut in plupibus, est propter materlem, quue

non subditur perfecte virtutl agentl ubt in pluribus, ldeo
materia oat ssusa secidentis sliter {{guam ut in pluribus,))
seilicat socidentlas ut in pauvciorlbus; casuss inquam non necese
sarla, seod contingens,”
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effect be traly contingent:

Unde dicendum est guod possibllitas meterise

ed utrumgue, sl communiter logusmur, non est
gufficolens retlo contingentise, nisl ebtiem

addsbtur ex parte potentiae metivae guod non

git omnine determinsts sd wnum; slloguin sl

ite determinate ad unum guod Ilmpediri non

potest, conseguens os3% guod X% necesslbate

reducet in sebum potentiam passsivam eodem modo, {(78)

¥hat should be ebseyved, finally, is that the only kind
of contingency admitted by most modern scholastles iz exe
trinale contingency., This fg the kind of contingenoy that
is true of @vayy sreature inaafmr a8 ite axiatenae depends

7\ _upen tha»aivinevlibarty. . Bmt thia is snly a aontingancy

.$. 13‘5'&OXIV’ l'hg -
Fa ol J . riharm,, lact. KIV, n.ei.?s "sunt
autem difrermntiaa enti po: rart necessarium; et ldeo
ox ipss voluntate divine originsntur necessitas et contine
gentis in rebus ot distinciic utrinsgue secundum rationen
proximerom osuzarum; ad effectus enim, guos volult necese
serios osse, disposullt cuusas necessarissy ad effectus sutem,
gues volult ease contingentes, ordinevit ceusss contingenter
%anﬁes, tdest potentes deficere, &% seoundum hsrum condie
tionem ceusmrum, effectus diowntur vel naaaasarii vel conw
tingentes, gusmyls omnes denendesnt a volunipte div ne, sioent
$%«r wf‘?:;awv.ﬁgaﬁ.]t aNBOE **iﬂtﬂﬁ.}ﬂw 1é*mta Ltatia at ocone

FEnLiEa; | = Ll GeOs Bel, Cf TOMDOS eRim ores urae, “antoe
quam aasmnt, non srsnt pessibiles “ésse per aligusm potentiem
erepbtam, cum pullum erestum it sebernum; sed per solum puiens
biem divinsm, inquanbum Déus poterat ess in esss producere.
Slent esubem ex volunbate Dei dependet guod res In e¢sss proe
dueit, ite ex woluntate Del dependet guod res in eape consere
vat." =« See the Commentary of Cajetan, n.7
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auids contingency in the striet sense comes from

an intrinsic principle thab renders the netural thing ine
determinete Lo sowe extent, snd in a state of possiblilisy
in regerd to existence and noneexlstence., This latter cone
tingeney i3 rooked in the pure indeterminstion of metbter,
snd the imperfect determinstion of the nstural form, snd

is inseparasble from nsture. Neverthsless, 1t is precisely
in reference to the effeots of chance and forbtune, founded
on an intrinsice potentislity, that divine providence is

most atrikingly revealed. Bslore hriﬁging the discussion of

A faae&éam%al aauﬂalﬁty &n ngbure ﬁo a al@sm, thia must he_ im*.'
N S g REBNERSEATY

;7#éxﬁlaimsﬁ.

m'iiyéﬁfé;\ ﬁanalﬁéiﬁélé?fha intalléé an eanneive ';§ : f¥‘fs“
5 ¢ .88 one whai .i» not one is"nstur@. R A
Things which in reslibty have ne per se eonnestion, can
e concelved together by the mind, end may stend as the obe-
Jeet of g trus judgment. If it is 8 guestion of a Judgment
hesring on the presant or psst, then an enuncistion sbout
such things i necesmarily true ar fslss. The statement,
"Snoraten, the gremmerien, is wusical", ia néeaasarily true
or falge, for he le elither e musicisn or he 1z not. ¥Whaet
this proposition signiflies Iin reslity, however, has only an

sccidental unlty, for 4t is idens thet a grammerisn
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be slec 2 nusiclan,

As 8t. Thomss exzpleins, an enbtlty of thiz kind is not
an unum per 8¢, bub is one in nsme onlyfallgut even though
what &8 aigniried by the subject, "grasmmarisn”, and whas is
algnified by the predicste, "musical", do not have & necesw
sary conneeblion in themselves, the Intellesct can, neverthe=
less concelve them 8s one; this is becsuse, the intellesot,

unlike nature, ls not dabarminst And what has

no per ss unlty in physliecal reallty cen have s per se unity
in the intsllect ihzéféw w#, in bthe inbtellect, cne can be
ordered to the e%her. fhus, an ag@nﬁ opawatiag by intelleet
'“and will can aanaaiva %ggathar &8 an objeat of 1ntmnbion,s

_and;pra@xﬁain %ﬁ:baxje&ned acntin@antly-in.reality thinga:

4‘3@. Bhe h@m&&; J1 Y i Mever ' 2oy l@ﬁt II, noll?ﬂ“ ”Lt
ideo digisur in ?rima’w”anax@ram, guod seoundum accidens
Taelunt sylloglismos conbrs meplentes; ub patet in istls
peralogismis, in guibus Aubibdabur ubrum diversum en ldem
slt musleuwm of grammeticum., Ub fiab talle paralogiamis,
Wuslicum est aliud » gremmetloo] musiocws sutem est prammo=~
tlowm, erge musioum est alterum & se., HMHusicum enlm st
slind a grammtico, per se laoquendo} asd musicus est grame
matious per sgoldens. Unde non est mirum sl sequitur ine
convenlens, nan dlatincto guod aat per accidens ab 80 quod
a8y per ge,"

81 13., Nell76H: “Fr,&@twign per rationem; dloens,
guod ratlonabiliter hoo acoiul gqued selentis non spsculatur
de enbe per geoldens; gqula secliontis speoulstur de his quae
gunt sntle szeuwndum rem; ens autem seoundum sccldens est
sn® guasl solo nomine, ingquantum unwm de slio preediostur.
Sie enim unnmguodgue est ens Inguantum unum est. Hx duabus
sutem, guorum unum soeidit elterl, non F1it unum nisl secun=
dum nomen; prout soilicet unum de gltero praedlcatur, ut
eum pmeicum dicitur esze glbum, eut @ converso. Non subem
ftta, guod sligua rez una constitustur sx slbedlne et muaico.
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which have & per se unlty in the mind only,

Bt ideo dicendum est quod es ques hic per
gopldens diemmbur, slve in rebus naturalibus
slve humanls, redusuntur in sliquam csusam
prasordinenten; wuse est providentis divinsa,
Guis nihil prohibet 1d guod est per secidens,
soclpl ut unuwm sb sligue intellesctu; alloquin
intelleatus formere non posset hang proposie
tlonem: Fodlenz sepulorum invenii thessurum,.
% sleout hoo potess intellectus épprehendeve,
1te potest efflesre. (82)

A men who knows that » tressure ls burled in e certaln

place cen send a frisnd to dig a grave in the same l@eetian.

&lthaugh thﬁ findLng nf th& ﬁw@aaura while diggin& a arave

hag no p@r s unihy in r@alit; {for if sush ware thﬂ cage,

one aomlé n@t ﬂig & grave withouﬁ finding afv?t' oy

asn be thﬁ m&j@at of =8 war sﬁ tntention of the gart of the

man who orders one So the other by s deliberate act. Note

na.15¢

82,

“Sod considerandum sat quod 14 guod

3t. Thomasz, Bellb, a.lj - In I Peri
est per sccldens

pobest sb inbdelleetu soelpi ub unum, sicubk albun ssse musie

sum, quod guamvis secoundum se non 8lt unum, temen intellectus

nt wanm seelpit, in guentum seillicst componende formet enune
elabionem wnem. Bt socundum hoo continglt 14, guod ssoundum
8¢ per secidens evenlt et cmsusllier, reduel in allguem lne
tellectum prasordinsntem) siout coneursus ducrum servorum

sd gertum locum 68t per aceidons ot casuslls gquantum sd eos,
cum unus sorum ignoret de alio; pobest tamen o8se per se
Inbtentus a8 domine, gul untrungwe mitdtlt ad hoe quod in certo
loso slbi cscuwrant,”

: Lnery sy l@nt.XIV,

11
¥,
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that the finding of the Sreassure i gtlll fortultous
fop ?gi)ane whe digs the prave, sinee he did neot lnbend
thia, In thls way, whaet la accldental in relatlon %o a
parsienlar mémﬁm; ogn bBe redurned to g supsérior eausse per
g0, But insofar as the svent is reducible 5o s higher
cguse por s, -1y iz not senldental, but intendsd,

We should not be led by this sonsideration, however,

o the conclusion thed gyerything that happens outsids of

the inbention of s partleuler agent, can be redused to some
higher gregl
imtm ﬁh@ error. of those mhe faii u@ ﬁiatimguiah aha mode of

2d osuse, aeting por He. This would be to fall

axist@nae thst g thing h&s in th&iminﬁ, frmm 1ts mﬁdo of

axisﬁena& in r&slity, it may axplain how ﬂetarminism beocmag o or

held by,s@ mgmy modern sahmlasqaéﬁ. For gince there is s
tendenoy to projeet inte ra&iiﬁy what can be only in the
mind, the determinist iz Inelined Yo stitribute a per ge
unity oo what lsz one per aaéiﬂans in reglity. It would
#lse explain why lgnorsnce of the canaes at work i8 sne
signed a8 the reason that meny oeourrences sre said to be
by shanse; l.8., 1f we knew all the causes opsreting, we

world net say thet such snd swveh & thing s a2n seeldent, but

82 saa gbove, footnots n.82; (n Y11 Metephys,, lect.VI,
n,1403: "Selendum est guod nihil prohibet aliquam gonerse
tionem eosse per se cum prefertur sd unem csusam, gquav tamen
ast per scoldens et casuelis, cum referbtur ln sliem causem.”
- The msee thing epplies in the ¢sse of the twoe servants, as
is evident from 3%t. Thomas?s words in the Periherm.
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(84}

thet 1% wss deberined bo bhe. Modern euthors are thus
inelined %o spémk of relative chenes, snd restrict chance

to the scoldental interssoting of diffevent Lines of ceusse

8s Chavles A. Dubray, 5.8., Introductory Pgilgmoggg,
pel195t "Phyulesl belngs set neburally in the ssme way, but

if seversl physlesl beings combine o produce s result both
wnusnal, becsuse thlie sombinstion seldonm oceunrsg, and unforow
seen, because unusual, we 281l $this result seccidental,
although 1% ls dus Lo natural esusem...Accidentsl 1ls there
fore g relstive term whish spplies be results due to an
unfomiiiar and unfmr%sa@n ammrwa @f eireamstaneea. 3 = Ja
Maritein, in Refisctions on Necessity and Uo geney, De35,
agcepts the possip] ‘-y p : g the casual event from
8 knowledge of all the anﬁeaeé&nt cauges, for g mind that
would know s8ll of these faebtors, but denlses thile possibie
lity for s mind that is in ignerance of these: "Thils,
however,  namely, the faot that,"the causs of s future
emntingant event ia of such ¢ kind that it falls to mueke
known with eersitude the thing to- which 4t is preordasined....”
= why the csuse fsils to make known with certltude, Ltis
offeet, 18 not.dlesrly sbabted) buf’ Lt becomes evident thet
the resson intended is that the cause hers referred to, is

nothing ‘sther than what the ‘euthor cells, "the almost Infinite wiin:

nuwber of sobusl fsotors in the universe since the first woe-
ment of the sxistence of the unlverze...” doaz not preveni
futurs conbingent events {(svents of nature imperfectly amasured
in tholr causes, or ageln events of chenoe), whieh are to be
produced in the eourse of tlme, from apdesring necesslteted

in faet with regard %o the trenalinite multitude of faotors
that we would have under ouy syes, were wo abla %o take lnto
consideration, es we sald above, sll the plavemends of csuses
of all the sgentes of the universe snd thelr complets hilstory
{excluding, by bypobhesis, the intervention of free agents)...
In this gense 1% must be pald in s gﬁ%vasg% wey Shat the
fubure contingsnts which we are now discnssing -« allbhough
nesessitated in fact with vegard to the almest Infinlte number
of sotual faoctors in the unlverse slnees the Tlrst moment of
the exlstence of the universe - zre not gapsble of belng fore-
seen with sertitude,” » Thiz is, of course, a rigoroua determle
nism, which in fact, denies any indetermingtlon intrinsle %o
the things themselves. In sush & system, the insblllity to
predict the fature is purely accidental, heing due, simply,

to sn ignorshée on the part of the observer.
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tion {As explsimed, thls intersscting 18 not reslly chance
at 8ll, but an effect of chanee.) Thisg point of view is

woll expragsed in the followlng Dasgeage:

it 13 true, nevertheless, that we do not know
and may never kRnow the purpose of many things,
snd 1% 13 Likewlse true thab many agourrences
In meabturs snd 1life resnlt from chance, Hewsver,
it is necossary to distingulsh between whei may
be oalled ghsolube and relabtlve chance, If we
gdmit that all sgents aet In view of ends In
scoordance with thelr natures, sthe possibillty
of relstive ghance i8 not denled, It ls quitbe
copneelveble thet several lndependsnt ceusal
gerios may have a ohanos encounter st e glven
palnt aw moment and thereby producge & fortultous
svent. While ¢ach series am such ia causally-
dateﬁminad, the Intersesting of the different.
lines of ea&aaﬁimn is purely ‘coineidental in bhat
it {8 without a osuss ssve. only the pervaslve. s
., causality of an slleknowing ¥ind or Providence
©7 - whiah s &Hﬂh mqnﬁtitu es*and~aeﬁ$ 88 A ?1rat”*
23 Gause.-(BS) - A SIS

R The &nneluding renarks in the gﬁﬁva texl ore dﬁaebtive;
for it is ocertelnly tras that the Interzecting of the dlf-
ferent lines of ceusustlon iz scoidentel, wnd hes no per se
ceuse sxcent Divine Providenss, But sesn in this wey, cone
Bingsney lg only o kind of oolllision of egent ceuses, In
gbabraction frﬂﬁ whet permits sueh & sollision. Thls must
be distinguished from the conblngeney of that whieh ls the

‘@ffa@t of an accidental csuse, Whet is neglected In such

85, EJ.F. Relnhardi, 4 Reelistic Fhilosophy, p.68




, ,b@ of aaaidmnﬁal eventa; fop smmh 8 view poslis s erﬁatedu.u
tv5P$r 86 canae- ef %he caaual aff@aqs-wbich would be noshinsi.‘

';g]{aﬁhar than th& eanmally ﬁetsrminad asries. Thosas whe :ﬁéﬁ

L35

an anslysis la the Indeterminstion of matbter, the passive
prineiple to which the effect of chanoe is due, If we
speak only of sgendt casuses, or rather, as In the above
text, of cgusally determined serles, there can bs noe quesw
tlon of an undebsreined resuly, and the intersscilon esn
no longer be called secidentsl, The denisl of absolube
ochanes is the denisl of contingency in the gtrict sense,

and the a«ffirmatlon of & complebs determinism in nasturs,

It will not then be n&&asﬁary o stbtributs Lmme

the wniversal ﬁaus&WEEy of the Plrst Ceuse, the goming to

s ko o

>T{mainﬁaim auab m g@gitiwn, nvmgaet-inte raality, what man'ff
’ha only in the mind: beecasuse a thing cen have g per se
wnity in the mind iz no reszon to affirm that 1t must heve
a per se wnity In resglity,

Iet an recnll, than,ﬁhat in virbus of the posibive
indebermingtion of the Intellect and wlll, that which is
fortuitous esn be the ohlact of & por se Intention In a
supsrier ocsuse, The mester, for oxampls, can be the per se
cauge thet two of hia servante meet, while in regard to the
geryants snd thelr intention, the mweeting is fortulious,

Thug, 8 sreabed csuse egn sometimses be the per se osuse of
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8 Fortultous encounter, Hgburs, howsver, cannot be a

remote eause of that which i1s, in 1tself, casuasl, because

pabure is en intrinasis princinle,

Non enim allguls sventus amibttlt ratlonem
fortultl nist redneszbur in caussm ner se,
¥iptus sutem cselestis corporis est csuss
ageng, non ser modum Intellsctus et slectie
anls, sed per modum naburss. Naturse auntem
est proprie hendere 28 unum, 81 erge alle
quis sfTeobus non est unus, non potest per ss
csuss elus aligus virdtus neturslls, Cum
subem allous duo sibl per scceidens soniungle
tur, noh sund vere unum, sed solwm per gccle

ﬁans. Unde huias aan&unatlomis(ﬁg%;g_ggggg

" Fature 1étﬁat*é"?étiaaal potenay thet is "ad utrumlives",

n regard to Ehs affaats. Poy ﬁhiéjébgsﬂng the chance event

'i i_fas‘suah is not mxtrl&ai@ally e@ntinganﬁ, for thrinsio com-
j;ﬁﬁimganng is defined In barms of the poaltive indeterminstion
of the raﬁianal'paﬁaﬁmy, which fg &t liberiy bto determine ite
self to eoither of two conbraries. Bub 1% ghould not be thought
that, in d;atinatian from the casusl offeot, what ig fortulbous

B6. B4, ?hﬁmﬁa,C*Mﬁ??‘}fﬁﬁﬁauilg; 6923 {Italice ours)
[ ¥ 187M,, LeO0L.ALY, MBelid- "Gimilliter neo in allls core
,i»us gffootibus rerun sorruptibilinm, in quibus multe
pey. aceldeng svenimnb, Id subem guod esb peay asceidens non
potest reduel ut in ceussw per so sliguesm virtutem neturalem,
duls virtus naturese se hebet ad unmum; qguod subem est per &oe
nidens non est wnum; unde ot aunprs dlotum eat quod hase
enunolstic non est une, Socrates ept elbus muslous, qule non
significat unum. Bt 1deo Philosophus dlelt In libro De Sonno
et vizgllis guod multe, guorum aigne praeexlistunt in sorporis
bug eaelesbtibug, pute In imbrlbus st uempestabibus, non
gvenlunt, guls selilloet impaﬁiuntur per aceldens."
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alweys has some greated per se cause, sg In the exampls of

the mesier and the twoe servents., 1t 1s necessary here to
dissinguish betwesn the deliberate epent sobting fresly,
ageording to a posltive indeterminetion, snd a8 & Ylmited,
finite cguse, who ls unable to insure sbaolutely the oxe
iatenee of the inbended end, Acoording to the first mode
of operablon, whish aprings from & perfection of the cause
pertlalpating in the psrfect 11berny of the Firat Cause,
any effeocts sre contingent extrinsieslly. But alnece every
eronted caune 1s elso limided, in so far as it is, &n some

'~;;‘maaéure, pmtanuial, the pnx&ibilmﬁy of affaata ﬁhat are not

-f inﬁ@ﬁﬁaa ia alwaya;rasanﬁ. ;ﬁh@ r@ason for this 18 vhat P

- sffootay b@lng 13 asr ga an. aff@cﬁ mf God almne.. It follows
thet Shere osn be fortune even smong the angels, for they
oo, ere limited causes, and do not dominste perfectly everye
thing that ocsn happen 0 what they inmtend, In thls way, an
end-like effeet, that is uninbended and rere, ls initrinsicelly
eontingent, sinece 1% ia the 1@?rinaic imperfectlon of the
esunse, oand not Inbellect and will, thet 1s responsible; note,
that to the extent 2 thing ls subjeet to reassen it ls not
aeeidental:

Bt lieet sa tantum sgent & fortung, guae

habent intellectum, tamen guanto sliquid

magls sublacet intelleotul, tanto minus

gubircet fortunae. {57)

B?. Sta %mﬁﬁ, , IEQQQVIII, fa 10

.- ereated esuaa ﬁoea nmt aauae the very axiaaenee of 5ts gt




Of purely forbultous events, only God cen be the
per me ceuse, Jjuasb sg only He csn be the per 56 csuse
of what is cssual in neture, Indeed, ths necessary
and the sontingent divide belng gz guch; but God slone

is the eaume of belng gg auchy therefore, only God cen

dominate all condingsney:

Rurgumgue, viritus humense snlmee, vel etlam
engelil, est partieularis in comparsilone ad
virbutem divinem, quese gunlden est unlversalis
regpecbu omnlum entlium. 8ip igitur aliguod
bonum secldsre potest homini et preeter proe
prism intentlonem; et praciter inclinetionem
caolestlum corporum; et prasber. angelorum -
illumingtionen; non autéw preeter divinem

factlva, entis inguentum eat ens, unde oporitet
gued ommis sub se contineat. Blec ergoe sliquid .
fortulsum bonum vel malum potest ocontingere

hominl et per comparablionem ad lpsum; et per . - .

ocuperstionem ad eselestls ocorporg; et per
gomperabionen ad sngelos; non subsm per come
pareationem ad Deum. HWom per compsrstlonem
ad ipsum, non solur Iin rebus humanls, aed
nes in sliqus »e potest o3me aliquid casuals
et improvigum. (38}

Begouse God Is the per se csuse of being as sueh,
nothing can esespe His Infallible providence; no cregied

epuae ean be an sbaclubtely unlverssl cause of this kind,

143

providentism, quas est gubernesiva, sicut et . -

But thip is preelsely whet the suibors who deny imdtringic

sontingeney requlre, when they spesk of a necessliiy de

facto predlecable of naebtursl effsoba., 8. Thomas states

88, 8%, Thomas,Jonkrs Genbes, III, ¢.92
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in more than one place that the comprlagl of the whole

order of csuses in nsture does not make t%g ?emimg Lo
39
be of nabursl things sbsolutely necesssrys Yebt this is

_the repeated sssertlion of modern scholastle writers who
ganem to obialn s necsssary causs by the additlon of cone

tingent onesy

n

This bird?s Islling from lis nest boday is en
event towards whieh no nature tended of 1taelfl
sesThosy singuler evenbs, whether they belong
to the csbegory of events of nature or to thet
of e¢vents of purs chanoe, sre determined by

thelr snbtecedsnts {whleh sntéscedents are slimie
lerly determined) aceoprding to combinations of
imﬂafinit@iy eﬁmpliaaﬁsd aaﬁs of hiatarieal

89, Contra @pxﬁ%;-lil, oBb1  "Ex &ulbis eantin-
gﬁnbiﬁu& non poteat 1ieri uwwim necessarium:, guls, sleut
guodlibat. contingentium por se deflcere potest ab effeotu,:!
itz ot omaie simal.” 3 In I Feviherm., leob.XIV, n.,103
Moo igitor guidsm sttendentes poswerunt guod potentla,
guse eat In ipsis meburalibus, sortibur necessitatesm ex
gliqus causgas determinete ad wum guam dixerunt fabum,
Guorun Stolel posuerwnt fetuzm in gusdam serie, msu cone
nexions ceusarun, supponeéntes quod omne guod in hoo mundo
accldit habet cauepm) causum autem poslie, necesss esi
effectum pori, £t sl uns ceuss por ge non suffloclt,
multee ocsusse sd bhee concurrentes acelplunt raflonem
wnius causae sulfiolentisy et ita concludebant quod omnia
ox nocesaltabe evenlunt, Sed hsne rationem amlvit Arlge
tobeles in V1 Metaphyalees..." . -In VI Mebgphys
IXY, nn,1212, 16: "Quemvis igltur multa, quae videntur
apge per acoldensz reducendo ipas s ceusas particuleres,
inveniantur non esse por scsidens reducendo ipse sd causanm
communen wiiversalenm, sclilicet virtutem caselestem, tamen
stism hae peduntione fsecta, inveniuntur esse aligua per
goeldens, sleub superiusg est hebitum s Philosophos..
R@iinquitar iglitur guod ownie, guas hiec flunt, prout ad
primaem ceupam divinem refermniur, inveniuntur ordinate et
non por acclidens exlsterey llost par eamparaﬁionam ad alian
causts per gocidons esse inveniantur..." -
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avents thetb iﬁt@rncrema in tha eeuraﬂ af him@.
..ofhﬁﬁﬁ @V@gts, on bhg a0 084 £ 611
84 8 (1 By oy

S ek Ak ,,'"; LGaued y Caad
: tecedents th@m&alv@a, not having

darivad fr@m g asuse or an essentisl structure

which by itself regulred them, could have besn

different from what they astudlly were; consse

quantly, bthey remain contingent; they are never

snything bub facbs, {90)

It ip plain that the only contingeney of which it is

& quasstion here is exbtrinsic; for the suthor states that
onoe the antoosdents srs smuppoged, thet is, placed in
existence by the Crentor, bthe effents follow necessarlly,
This type af @onﬁimgéney, B8 h&g heen expl ﬁiﬂ@d, ig predie

e&bla gf avery sresbure ;rgm tha feot that any might not

ha?éfé“ﬁﬁﬁ"f,'ﬁinﬁa ﬁ&ﬁh éapanﬁe ‘on the Div&na 1iberty mnﬂ e

I pdue df s, ”hét i:iia:mnly this axtrxnama £OnN=
sim#aney ia‘gaas@ian 1alalaﬁr from the aaaartimn, "Buab
the entecedents themaslves, not having derived from a
ceuss or an esmenilal struciure which by Lltself required
them ecould have been different from whet bhey setuslly wers,”
Horeover, the sbetement, "In short these sventas wers ine
£31libly predebermined In the consgtellation end the history
of all the feotora that were poalied in the begimix(ag,‘}' ia
unmlatskeable,

90. J, Maritein, Reflectlons on Necsssilty sb

genoy, pPRs2J=30
91s Abide, P30




But the negessary csuse of sll the future svents,
whether this csuse 1z supposed to e the sum bobal of
the historioal antecedenta, or the Iniilsl comstellatlon
of things posited st the oukset, or a combinahbion of both -
canno’ be slmply s necessary csuse of just eny kind; it
would have te be ons thet causes the wery belng iltself of
ites effectn, Otherwise 1t would not dominete all econtine
gsney, b&aaa&a_m&a&asi%y and contlngeney are acoidentas of
being gz _sne &(@4

1% shmuiﬁ be observed slso that God éa@s not kuow
future aantimg@n% &?amts 55&51% becsuse th&v ar@ ‘pregent
to Hﬁm 1n Hia etsrnal &Qiﬁnﬁﬁ af the vi$ian, this would
1ply

ad on’ th&ng$ in order o kmﬂw th@m, it §ia ra*har ‘besause

'ﬁaaaiviﬁv in ﬁﬂﬂ, @& 1f the divinagscianme dapende .

God is ths szakliﬁla paass of thesa fu%ura aonting&nﬁs, and

besause Hle causallty s mesaured by His eternity. Thus,

92« Bt. Thowmas,In Vi Mebaph., leet.11l, nn.l220=1222:
"alout auben dlotum egt, ons inguantum ens est, habel csusanm
ipsum Deum: wnde aleut divinee providentige subdibtur lpsum
ens, 1bs etlawm ommis acoldentls sntls Inqusnbum esb ens, lne-
tor guae sunt necessarium of conbingens...Sic ergo patet, quod
aum de diving providentls loguimur, non sat dlcendun soluwm, hoe
esh provisur 2 Ueo ut $it, sed hwoe st provisum a Dso, ul ocone
tingenber alt, vel ut necessarlosit, Unde nen mequltur scoune
dum rabionem Avistotelils hie induetam, quod ex quon dlvina pro=
vidontia ezt posiba, quod ommes effectns sint necemsaril; sed
necegsarlum est offectus esse contingsnier, vel de neceasltate.
ouod quidem @st singulars in hec ceuss, solliset in diving pro=
pidentia. Heliquse enim causae non sconstitvunt legem necopsle
tatls vel ocombtingenilae, sed constliinba » superlorl csuse utune
Pur, Unde csuselitetl sujusllbet alterius causse subdlbur
aolum quod o jus effestus sit. Quod subtem slt neceasario vel
sonbingenter, dependet sx causa albtloril, quae est causs entis
ingusntum easb mna; 8 gus ordo necessitatis et ocontingentise in
rebus provenit,”
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God knows fubure awtmggam gvants in the free eternal
deepecs of His willfgs Henee, bte overcome the sssentlal
Indeterminatlion of the potentisl prineiple in nsturs,
knowledge alone las nobd sufflolent. The only One whe ean

know with sbsolube certiinde sll fubure conbingencles is

, 93« Bb. Thomes,Ip, R.16, 8.7, &d vertium: "Dicendum,
guod 1llud quod nunce sat, ex o fuburum fult sntequum euses,
guls in cause sue eret ub flevet. Unds, sublats csuss, non
esset fuburum 11lud flewrl. Sols subem csuse prims 68t se=
terna., Unde ox hoe neon segulbtur quod s gues sunb, semper
fuerlt verun es esse fuburs, nilsl guabenus In caunss sompie
berne fult ub essent fubwrs, Quae guidem ceusa solus Deus
esb."§ = Johm of 8%, Thomsz, referring to this pasaags,
sddam: "Itz D. Thomassy sed Deus non esb csuga ubd res ills
fiaet, nimi psr decretum suse voluntatla, quia eo remobo
solum res msnent pure posslblles) srge res ub fuburae non
cognoseunbur & Deo, nisl In causa tells futurltionis guse
ept sus volunbes: per heno enlm discernunbur s stabn ;
pures possibilivatis:” - Cura, Theel., T.II, pelille36; os
pelil9s 21leb22: "Bx his colllgeg quomedo verunm sit duod 8, =

Thomes dlxit in hse gqumestlone Eia, QpXIV, 8.0 ad 1j, expli=- » ouv) :

sans dlobtum Origenis, quod {{non propteren aliquid erit quis
Deus sclt fudumm)): Quod L. Thomas expllest de solentis
nude conslidersia ul nopr hebed rstionen cavsallitatis vx gde
juncts wvoluntsis, Guande vero dicit {({prsssoire Deum allqus,
qule sunt fuburs)), inbelligltur secundum rationem sonseguen=
ae}] seqgulbur enim 8l siigue sunt fuburas, quod Deus s praee
selt; non Samen seoundum rabtichem sassendl, qule res futurse
. non sunt csums quod Deous es aclab. Haeo enim doctrinea ex
diotle opbtime explloabur; gula seilicet poslto decrobto seu
roluntste Del, 1lle ost ceuas quod regs slt fudbura, et guod
gognogeatur & Deo ub fuburar quia gle seclentls ewn deoreto
habet rationen csusallbatls, ut aliguid sli fubtwum. Hen
tamen intelligl potest, quod Tuburuve ante cemem woluntatem
Dei 2it csuss ut gelatur a Deo temguam fuburums gquia nihil
et fubirun deberminate snte causallitaten voluntatis Del,
Qusm btamen deostrinem 3, Thomse non possunt sustinere qui
ponunt futurs ssse deborminats snte onnem veoluntsbtem Dei,

st 1@&@ﬁprnﬁa‘ﬁiﬂ& g Deo guls st fubtura sen supponuntur
fusura,
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the Universal Cauge of these fulure aventz seccording bo
thelr whols b@imgf_ God causss sush things bo be, snd o
he a@nti&g@ntlyi?ugnﬁ 1t is bessnae of the complete unlvere
sallsy »f divins providence, thak whet ls In 1tself fortule
toug, can be ordered by fod for man's benefit; thus it is,
most of 211, thet we can spesk af good foytuns,

Morsover, in regsrd 6o nature, unless nature itsell
1 intellests and ommipobtent, theve cannoet be within nstuve,
& per ss cause of whebt ls soeldentsl, NWevertheless, chance
aan aanﬁfikmta %o finsllsy by eampana&ting in & wey, for
the imsaf@i@ianﬁ d@harmima%ian af m&%ura& aausas. Far ir

na%uxalfaauga -w&r& xlwaya auaa@a&ful, thna rameving the

nabure é%gigﬁbsn@r@vant@é:§§;§i;gmiﬁg.ta ha;f#héfraééan.
for this 1z thst a3 nebural oauss ia ragtrletsd by lts very
datermaination %o effecba thet do not exhsust the capacity
of universsl nature snd of makher. Just ss the deliberate

?&m Bt mhﬂma&; Mo banhys, lact, III, N1220 % Eng
inguanbun ens sal, BWabet causew ipsum Deum; wnde slou
dlvinae gravié&ntiaa subditur ipsum eng, 1%e atlam omnia
zosidantis sntls Ingnanbum est eng, Inber gquas sunl necsse
saviun et conbingens. A4 divinem iglvur providentiam per-
tinet non solum qued fselat hoo eng, zed det of contingentlsm
vel necsssitston, Sescundum snim quod wnloulque dere wvoluit
sonbingentiam vel neceszlibabem, praeparavit el causes medlas,
ax qa&bus de mﬁaaaaltate saoaatur, val nantingenaar;" sae
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gots ol man may bring sbout effeots that are rare and ‘
uninterded, and yot fortunsbe and fruliful, so Loo, matier
has capascltles that the Plrst Ceuse of 8ll nature can bring
bo frultion for the ineresse of perfection In the universs,
And 1t 1s in this way, owing %o chance effects, of which God
slone ig the per se cause, bthat some nsturel ends becoms
ﬁﬁtarminﬁﬁaly possible, end, as parts of an orderly whole,
refleet the infinite wisdom of the 3raatarfgb)

But to atiempd ta ‘explain intrinsic gontingency = most
: mrap@rly found in the purely cssusl event - by meeking wiahn}‘
QETin th& ‘universe fwr L mer se cause of what is aeeiaemtal,iyfgﬁ

*ﬁ?is t@ agttribute ta cras%urea, 8 uni?eraal ‘causallby that bés

(

;ﬁlmnga'mﬁly to &vd. /mhus 1@ iy maié in tha ﬁmok of haclesid

”*astés thal, ”ﬁn&er the ﬂuﬂ bhﬁ ?aaa is nat ta the awift,‘
nor the battle te the strong, nor bresd te the wilse, nor

viohes to the skillfrl: bubt time egnd chanes sre in all...”

95+ 8%. Thomes,Zontra Gentes ITT, c.7h: "aAd perfec-
sionem subem rerum requirituy quod non solum sint in rebus
entia por se, sed stism entls per sccidens: res enlm quae
non habent In sus substentla ulbtimam perfectionsm, oportet
quod nporfestionenm sliguam consequanbuyr per scoldentlim...
Oportst lgisur ed perfectlonsm rerum quod sint etlem causse
gueedam per asscldens,..lon est ilgitur contrs ratlonem proe-
videntiase, ques perfectlonem revuw congervat, ut sllgus

fisnt a cssu vel favﬁmma.“
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