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CHAPTER IV
- Dialectics and the Class Struggle -

In a philosophy which finds the ultimate causes‘

of historical and social evolution in the antagonism
between productive forcés and relations of prodﬁction
o objective factors beyond the will and control of man =
one would naturally expect that human factoré would play
but & negligible part in the progress of soclety. 1In
splte of what we have séen, however, such is no¥b exéotlyv
the case and it is the task of the present chapter to
note the role of human sction in the drama of history
and thus to-cdmplete,'in a sense, the Marxist synthesis.

| Productive forces - primary and fundamental though
thej may be - are of themselves unable to effect changés
in societai structures. The dhanges which have occurred
are a result of their determining infiuehce but fhe conul
tradiction existing between thém.ahd.produotioh relations
becomes a historical reality charged with meaninrg only
when each slde of the contradiction isbclothed with}flesh
and blood, when the contradiction finds its vocal expres=-
sien through a psyohology of classe The different classes

are forned, molded and determined by the productive
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ferces, according to Marx, and when the contradice
tion existing in the economlc structure of soclety
has fully penetrated the conscliousness of the clesses
i1t creates a will to revolt in the explolited classes

end a will to preserve the status Quo in the exploiting

classes. (1) This is the fundamental dialectic which
dominates the historlcal process = the class struggle,
the conflict between the progressive and‘reactionary
factors of social evolutlon. All development, gll DProe=
gress, all éhange and movement in the sphere ¢f history
1s rooted in the class struggle which assumes its rios &
acute, vivid and, for Marx, final expression in the
strugglé between the prbletariat and bourgeoisle which
is the product of the epoch of capitalism. Before
treating of this fundamental confllct, however, we should
try to extract from the writings of Marxists some pre-
liminary facts relative to the notion, origin, and divi-

sion of classese

{iy ¢t. Chang, Sherman He M., The ‘Marxisn Theory of
State, ppo 38«37
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- Section 1 - Marxist lintion of Class -

As is well known, Marx has nowhere in his writings
'furnishéd us with an ex professo treatment of just what
a class is. (1) Although he continmially speaks of class-
es their roles in‘ﬁistory and so on, still one is hard-
pressed to formulate a definition of a class in the
Marxist sense. We must be content, therefore, to dis-
cover what can be at best a 1oosely‘formulated<bscrip-

tion or working definition.

Marx, in speaking of the peasants of France, throws

some light on nhis idea of what constitutes a class,.

Inso far as millions of families live under eco=-
nomic conditions of existence that divide their
mode of 1life, thelr interests, and their culture
from those of other classes, and put them in hos-
tile contrast to the latter, they form a classe.
In so far as there is merely a local intercon-
nection among these small peasants, and the
identity of- thelr interests begets no unity, no
national union, and no polit1ca1 organisation,'
they do not form a class. (2)

In this concise formulation'we(can-distinguish

(1) cf. Capital, Vol. III last chapter in which Marx ap-
parently began to formulate a scientific expose of class~-
és. To the regret of numerous coc1olocistc the =ub3ect
was never completed.

(2) ¥arx, K., The Eighteenth Brumalre of Louis Bonansrte
in Selected WOrPPs, Vol. II, p. 415
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szain the basic cdoctrire that the economic conditions

of any group living in society determineé i1ts mode of
life, interests, and culture, these latter belng only
derivatives of the position of the goup with regard to
relations of production, ultimstely determined by pré-
ductive forcess Further, it must be noted that the bond
of‘union which results from §he coaleséing of group ine-
teresty places tﬁat group in a hostile position relative
to other social aggregates., This latter polnt empha-
clzes the fact thaf, for Marx, there can bs no thought
of & terrestrial existence unmarked by strife, opposi-
tion, struggle as long as there exists a stratification
of society into classess Class division is the sign of
discontent, injustlice, 1lnequality, oppression, and ex=-
ploitations A8 long as it exlsts, coordination, collab=-
oration, cooperation in the destiny of humaenity = full
mastery of the forces of nature = remain iilusory and
utopian, the siogans of the dominating class and the
dreams of the idealists. & society which is marked by
differences in relation productions - that is, differ-
ences in property relations, differences in regard to
ownership or non-ownership of the means of production -

is the breeding ground of revoluticn, discord, snd
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contention which will not end until wen create a new
world wherein all will be on a plane of equality rela-
tive to the means of production as a result -of the abo=-
lition of classes. Only then will soclal evolution cease
to be 1dentical with political revolutions. (1)

Tenin bases his definition of gooial‘claSSSS’on
“Marx's analysis as 1s clearly seen when he says that
classes are "great groups of people which are distin-
guished by their position in the hi;torically defined

system of social production through thelr relation to

Marx thus flows in a direct line from his‘economic
monlsm and the fundamental notion is always the relation
to the means of production combined with a common class

psychology which is the subjectivé expression of an

(1) Marx, K., Poverty of 3hilosophy, p.187

(2) Cited by Brameld, Ts Be, A Philosophic Approach to
Communlsm, Priv. ed. dist. by University of Chicago
Libraries, Chicago, 1933, pe 102. (Itallcs ours)

W, when there are no classes (1se04, there is no dif-
ference between the members of soclety in their rels-
tioH to the soclal means of proouotion), only then

the state ceases to exist."! Lenin Ve, State and ReVO-
lution, Pe 73 (Italics within the parenthesis ours)
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ampirically verifiable objective condition. Jackson
accepts fully this notion of class in the following
words,

What constitutes a class 1n the Marxien sense?
Basically it 1s a specific relation to the mode
of social production for the time being in oper=-
atione It 1is a social expression of that which,
in bass, 1is the soclal divislon of labore. Being
a soclal expression = one in which the objective
realitles confrontling soclety are expressed
through individuals and thelr consclousness = 1t
expresses objective reality only in a more or
lass distorted and roundabout fashion. (1)

While maintaining the same fundamental criterilon
of a Marxisn class - the position of a group in relsa-
tion to means of productlon = Bober posits a secondary
criterion, personal freedom, For example, ownership
or non=ownership of méans of production does not dise
tinguish sufficlently the sléve and the proletariat,
®hen we talk of the slave and the proletariat, of the
G;eek master and tpe modern bourgeols, we are not
dealing with two Marxian classes but with foure" If
we add a second element, the amount of freedom and

authority enjoyed by the classes already formed by

property relations "we attain'greater precision In

(1) Jackson, Te Ao, Diaslectics, The Togic of Marxismj
pPe 458, ¢fs also ppe 360=-62
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in trying to discover the Marxist notion of class.™

Bober sums up his analysis by statings
One may define, then, a class as a group of
people who, in a glven soclety, with a given
regime of production, are finding themselves
in the same position with reference to two
things: the ownership or non=ownsrship of
the property essential in the labore-processes,
and second, the personal freedom enjoyed or
deprived thereof. Marx nowhere adequately -
explains this view, but that 1t 1s his view,
his scattered discussions make fairly certain. (1)
Although Bukharints orthodoxy was placed in-seri=-
ous doubt, to say the least, by his 1iquida_tion in the
thﬂﬂties, still we may consider his views on classes
as following the party line when he states that g
sooial class 1is the aggregate of persons playing the
‘sgme part in production, standing in the same rela-
tion toward otherAperSOns in the production process...é
The approach to classes must be similar to that used
in the approach to sdoietiés-genefally, 1.6.).With
the process of production.® (2) | |
In summarv, we may say that the Marxist con-.

‘ception of a class 1s based on an economic-substratum

which finds its expression in a éommuniﬁy of 1n£erests,

,Cl) Bober, Mes, Ope. cite. pp 93-96
(2) Bukharln, N., Historical Materialism, Pe 276 ffe.




asplrations, sentiments, anc¢ fears, an amalgam of inw
‘tellectual, moral, and economic factors which go to

make up a sentiment.of solidarity, eipressed in Marxlst
terminology as "class consciousnesse™ The next question
is, "What 1s the origin of classes in the Marxist scheme
of things?" |

‘.

-‘Origin of Classes =

Accorcding to the Marxists, classes have not ale
ways existed nor will they continue to exist in the
future, They are characteristic df a phase of his-
tory which, following upon a primitive period of
social unity, divided soclety and social man but will
inevitably give way to a higher historical phase marke d
by a richer, more developed unitye Just as the satise
faction of needs inauguratéd the division of society
Into classes, so too the pressing demands for full exe
pPloitation of the forces of nature in the process of
production is driving society towards a social organ=
ization which will see the abolition of classese This
is an inexorable law of soclal progress which works ine
dependently of any human will,

In the primitive commune there was a natural
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division of labors. Some members‘of tﬁe community were
assigned functions which were emlnently soolal, that
1s, directed toward- the good of the community and une
"der the control of the community, such as settlement.
of disputes, and protection of rights.of the different
people. Within the family a division of labor also
existed, the husband was huntsman, fisherman; the wife
wasiconoerned with domestic duties; the childred sdared
in both according to their sex and talents.' Classeé,
as such, however, did not existe (1)l Land was in*ccmmen
send esch man was in pos=e<sion of the means of Droduc-
tione What private property did exist was solely for
UsSee ' When individuals began to produce more than was
.needed for their own'use the surplus was exchanged by
means of barter‘with their neighborse. - At a certain
.stage of development men began.to prese.intO*service
those captured in ﬁar snd at the same time began to
withdraw more and more from actual production itself.
The system.of slavery, based on the labor of captives
of war, "soon became the predominant form of:-production
among all peoples who were deﬁeloping beyond the primi-

' tive community" and was the earliest historical form

TIT Stalln, Jeoy Dialectical and Historical Materiglism,
Lo L. L. Vol,. 25, Pe 34
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<5loisation and of an aridificial division of leveor

of

R

on a wids scale, Now thers was a sharp distinction among
men in the productive process, those who owned the means
of production énd those who owned nothing, not even them=
selves. This was the significant breach in the social
solidarity characteristlc of the primitive commune and

1t was a cleavage which would widen and deepen in the
fléwing stream of hilstory. (1)

Along with foregoing explanation, Engels adds
antother reason for the origiﬁ of classes = the low
developmsnt of oroduction, which had as 1its necessary
oubcome "the division of society into an exploifing and
an exploited class, a ruling and an oppressed class."

So long as the sum total labour yieldsd a pro-
duct which only slizhtly exceeded what was nec=

(1Y Engels, F., Anti-Duhring, pp. 193-203. cf. also his
Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State -
The general description of the origin of classes con=
tained in communist literature, closely akin to’ the

state of nature theories which we have discussed 1n the
previous chapter, is in Marx, no less than in Rousseau,

a sscularized, speculative version of the Christian idea
of paradise, a state of idyllic bliss, free from the con=
flicts, antagonisms, envy and malice which mark the pages
of all written history. Sin entered the world when man
began to explolt man and misery, suffering and oppres-
sion followed in its wake. Paradise lost will become
paradiss rezained only when the exploitatlon of man is
ended i.e8., when classes are abolished and the means of
production are the possession of no one because they

are the possession of all.

L
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essary for the bare exlstsnce of all; so long, therz-
fora, as all or almost all the time of the zresatb
majority of the members of society was absorbed in
labor, so0 long was soclety necessarily divided into
classess Alongside of this great majority exclus-
ively absorbed in labour there developed a class,
freed from direct productive labour, which managsed
- the gzeneral business of soclety the dirsciion of
labour, affairs of state, jusbtice, science, and

~so forth, It is thersfore the law of the divislon
of labour which lies at the root of the dlvision
into classes (1)

It 1s svident that we cannot make fine distince
bibns hers and obbain a clear enumeration of causes of
the origin of classese ‘fhree factors, if we may so
speak, intertwine and combins to account for the origin
of classes = division of labor, low productivity and
monopoly of the means of production by:individuals. In
a senéé, the first and third faétors express the same
idéa from slightly differsnt’pdiﬁts of view. »The same
thing is true of Engel's statement that class differences
emerge with differences in distridbution (2) because’ the
mode of distribution is inextricably bound~qp with'divi-
sion of labof-and ownership of means of ﬁfoduction. In

any case, the cause or causes, depending upon one's

(1) Ibide., pe 307, The same idea 1s repeated almost
verbatim by Engels on pe. 201s '
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point of view, ars strictly of the econonmic order and
classas are the necessary resalt of the irrveslstible

influence of the natural laws of historical evolutione.
- Marxist Classss -

At the very outset of history one meets with g
division of society into two great soclal aggregatses w=
axploiters and explolited, rulers and ruled, master and
glave., This bifarious division, not original with
¥arxts doctrine (1) doeé not preclude his speaxing of
nunerous other classes in sociebtys Indsed one would
find the task of ascertaining the notion of a class in
the Marxlst sense much simpler had he been content %o
treat of only tﬁo social classes. Instead, however, we
are constantly meeting with numerous classses and the
terms used are not 1nfrequént1y somewhat ambiguoué.

In one place Marx speaks 6f elght classes; feudal
nobility; bourgeoi;ie, petty bourgeoisis, proletarisat,
and peasan%s, the last being divided into the more

wealthy fafmers, small freeholders, feudal tenants,

(1) cfs L'homme, j., Le Probldme des Classes, D. 103 ff,
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and agricultural laborers. (1) Even more decisive is
Engel's mention of peasants, serf or feudal tenant,
industrial workers, jou:neymen, merchants, manufacturers,
educated class, clergj. (2) Again, -in an enumeration

approved by Marx, Engels lists bourgeoisie, petty bour= .

geoisie,.féudal nobility, lumpenproletariat, proletariat,
small peésants, (feudal peasants or tenanté), peasants
cultivating a little piece of land and agricultural
laborers. (3) In this same enumeration he staﬁ@skthat
the bigger peasants belong to the bourgeoiéie. ~In- the
Class Struggles in France Marx speaks of'boufgeoisie,
petty bourgesoisie, prolstariat, and peaséntry. (4) The
bourgeoisie'was not a united class but represented two.
opposing groups = finance aristocracy and the real"
industrial bourgedisie. (8) In Cagital.Marx mentions
three great classes; wage laborers, capitélists, and

landlords who draw their revenﬁe‘from wgges;"profit_and

(1) Engels, F., Germany: Revolution and Counter Revo-
lution, in Selected Works, Vol II, ppe. 42-49, As 1is
well known today, this work, formerly attributed to
Marx, was written by Engels though Marx collaborated
to some degrees But as we have noted earlier, the
opinions of one are the oplnions of the other = at
laast up until Marx's death.

(2) Ibide ppo 71=72

(3) Engels, Fs, Preface to The Peasant War in Germany,
in Sslected Works, Vole II pp. 530~40,

(4) Marx, K., The Class Struggles in France, in Selected
Works, Vol, II, De 2352

(5) Ibide., p. 193
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rent respectively., (1) Engeis maexes a simllar division

in Tudwlg Feurbach when he names the landed aristo-

cracy, middle class (bourgeoisie) and proletariat
and remarks that one would have to "close one's ayes
' deliberately not to see in the fight of these three
groat classes and in the conflict of their interests
the driving force of modern history « at least in the
two most advanced countries (France and England).® (2)
The tripartite division 1s taken up by Lenlan who speaks
of it as Marx!'s theory., The three classes are liberal
big bourgeolsis, the radical petty bourgeoisis, and
the proletariat. (3) In another passage Lenin links
the landlords to the blg bourgeolsls and the peasants
with the petty bourgeoisie. (4) .

In the Communist Manifesto likewise, Marx and

Engels recognize number of different classes in both
the past and present. "In ancient Rome we have pa-
triclans, knights, pleblans, slaves; in the Middle
‘Ages, feudal lords, vassals, guild masters, Journeye
mén, apprentices, serfs; In almost all of thess classas,

again, subordinate gradations."(5) In the present

(1) Vol. IIT, Chap. LII

(2) Po 51

(3) Two Tactics, L.L.L. Vole 22 p. 73

(4) Will the Bolsheviks Retain State Pewer?, L.L.L., Vol.
12, p. 37. For the same division, cf. Ibid., p. 11; "Left-
wing" Communism, An Infantile Disorder, L.J.L., Vol., 20,
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petty bourgeoisie (small tredespeople, shopkeespers,

and retired tradesmen generally, the handicraftsmen

‘which "has siwplified the clsss antagonisms.

proletariat. (1) The resgl contestants in the greatest
of all class struggles hoWever, are developed and

brought into being by the epoch of the bourgeoisie. :

ociety

n

ctr
(34

s a whole 1s more sud more splitting up into

e
o+
]

|

great hostile cemrs, into two great classes dire

(Y
l, Jo
()
¢t
}J.
a
ct

facing one anoiher - bocurssoisie and prolsiar ", (2)

pay
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Thus, it is clear that Marx acknowledges the

e§istenoe_of many classes but, as will become more
evident, of all those enumerated only two are really
significant, only two have & definite role ﬁo>p1a§ in
the prologue of world history which will daﬁn with the-

overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the triumph of the

(1) Ibid., pp. 15-1¢
Ib s be 9
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proletariat. Cast into the Hegellan mold they are the
thesis amd antithesis preceding the ultimate synthesils
and the proletariat alone is resl, progressive, rational,
for it represents the future whereas the bourgeoisie‘has
becoms unresal, reactionary, irrational, dessrves %o,

and will inevitably perish. Let us examine 1ln greater

detall the opposing armies as they face one another,

proletariat  The proletariat is the special and

essential product of modsrn industry (1), a new cléss
which, not existing in feudal society (2) makes its
appsarance around 1800. (3) Brought into being under
the capitalist-bourgeols system of production 1lts
growth parallels that of béurgeois production (4)
with ﬁhe result that whereas all previous revolutions
were made in the interests of selfish minorities, the

proletarian reveolution represents the interests of the

(1) Ibid., pe. 19: Engels, F., Anti-Dubring, pp. 174:
(2) Marx-Engels, Communlst Manifesto, p. oo; Engels, F.,
Anti=-Duhring, p. 183

(5) Ibido’ Do 282 ' . .
(4) Ibide., pp. 147: 165: 299: 306; Marxz=-Engels,
Communist Manifesto, ps 173 Engels, F., Preface to

Peasant War in Germany, in Selected Works, Vol. II,

Pe D537; also classes have become sharply defined by
the economic revolution since 1848. Engels, F.,
Introduction to The Class Struggles in Franes, in
¥arx, K., Selected Works, Vol II, p. 177
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self=ccnscicus, lmmense majofity. (1) The proletérian
1s an industrlal worker, the citizenAof the world
community, a-man'ﬁhose inﬁerests, passing beyond the
boundaries of his own pérticular native land, are
élosely bound upvwith_tﬁe interests of the world pro=
letariat that horizontally cut across all national
intereéts which they transcend. (2) Because of the
capitalist mode of production = in which the exbloi-
ting capitalist apbropriates'thé profits and leaves
ths proletariat dnly a bare subsistence = the pﬁole-
ariat is progersvless (3), "entirely and rerwasnently
dependent upon wages" (4) and is "a Class of labourers
who live only so long as they find work and who find
work only so long as their labour increases capital', (S)
Mdderh soclologlsts have extended the ranks of

the proletariat so as to embrace members,of‘the,liberal

(1) Ibide., p.181- Communist Manifesto, Ds 20 : Marx, Ko

~~ Morceaux Cholsils, p. 171

(2) Ibid., pe 195: Marx~Engels, Communist Nanifesto,
(3) Narx-Drgels, German Ideologz, pp. 20=-253 Narx-Engels
Communist Manifesto, pe 20 .
(4) Engels, Fo, Preface to Peasant War in Germany,in
Selected Works, Vole II, p. &39

(5) Marx-Engels, Communist Manifestc, pp. 15: 24,




- 219 - ,,

professicns, white-collar vorkers ané otners. (1

These groups, however, are not members of Marx's Lro=-
letariat, with which we are concerned here, for while
they may be propertyless and completely dependent on
wages, they are not industriél workers, laborers,

which is the primary insignia of the class of the fu-
ture., Turner points out that another feature of Marx's
proletariat excludes these groups - the proletarian of
Marx L1s a lasborer who "ircreeses capitel”.

Now, accordirg to "our theory" the laborers who
"iroresse capital" are the "productive laborers"
only, and we find that this class is very lergely
1imited to wage-earrers engaged in the production
of material commodities. Marx permits himself
to include those engaged in the transportation
of commodities, but he denies the productive
status to workers engaged in buying and selling,
accounting, clerical work, storage, and a large

_ pumber of other sctivitiles, even though they
work for wagesj such activities are not re-
garded either as producing value or increasing
capital. (2)

Just as nothing can stop the forward progress of . A

production ~ which operates saccording to natural laws

(I) Cf. Lhomme, ope cit., p. 238 ff,
(2)Turner, J. K., Challenge to Karl Narx, DPPe. 29=30
af. Marx, K., Capital, Vol. II, Part I, Chapter IV

frmsmms
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independent of humsn will - o tco nothing can arrest
the development of. the proletariat end the narrowing
of the raenks of the bourgesoisie. Every step forward
in broductioh affects the proletarist in a twofold
manner: a) it is a step backward in the_seﬁse that- 1t
means an incresse in the misery, degradation, and suf-

fering of the proletariat whose condition become pro-

‘gressively worse: D) it increases the ranks of the

proletariat and arouses a mofe acute class-consciéus-
ress grong the workers, breeds discontent, envy, and
resentment which sare écwerful forces for revoluticne
In general, 1t shortens the pericd of the purgatory
of capitalisme (1) .

The proletariat 1s a class with a definite mission,
a vocations It 1is the most revolutionary class the-
world has ever known (2), the class which suppofts'all

revolutionary movements against the existing social

:énd political order(s),'the class which is‘destinéd to

"destroy all previous securities for, and insurances

of, individual broperty“(4),'to achieve world emanici-

(1) Marx-Engels, Communist Manifesto, p. 213 cfe Marx, K.,
Capital, Vol. I pp. Q06-87: 709

(2) Engels, F., Anti-Duhring, Do 203; Narx-Bpgels,

Communist Manifesto, p. 19

(3) Ibido, PPe 43-44
(4) Ibid., p. 20
' ' ECOLE DES GRADULS
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caticn (1), to sbolisk all classes, including itself,
and introduce sn asscciation in which labor will cease
to be the attribute of any particular cless because 1%
will be the unique characteristic of all. (2) The
broad sweep of vislon and the universal ramifications
of the role of the proletariat are well indicated bf
Gurian when he states that "the mission of the pro=
letariat is to bring abou?ﬁgg@;_is not quite within
the power of the bourgeoisis: the industrializaticn
and rationalization of tke wvhole world, the utiliaztion
of evefy possikility of eccnomic progress." (3)

The mission of the proletariat, for Marx and En-
gels, 1s something which is rooted in the ecbnomic struce
ture of existing socisty, a produét of sclentific analysis
and not the utoplan dream which, because the material
conditions were not yet present, dominated the doctrines
of previous would-be-reformers. Engels and Marx con=-
stantly repeat that only full development of production
provides an objective basis fbr thé Ulegp into freedom®.

The struggle of the proletariat fcr emancipation, its

(1) Engels, Fo, Anti=Duhring, p. 310

(2) Marx, Ko, The CIvil War in France, in Selected
Works, Vols II, ps 503

(3)Gurian, We., Rise and Decline of Marxism, pe. 37

*
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efforts to attsin a scclety without clésses are not é
question of something proposed at will by an indi&idual
or a class bubt tomething which they will be forced to
do aé a result of their own situation in soclety, as
a result of asn objective set of conditions in which the
class finds itself. (1) Just as the bourgeoisie was
impelled by obgective social condltions to burst the
'shackles of feudal society, so too the proletariat
is forced by its condition to follow a lire of ac-
tion which will annihilate the foundations of bour-
geols societys. The proletarist fights, not es
represenfative’of an individuai class alonse, but as
‘the herala of socialized humanityo .

It is on this basis of an objective énalysis
that Marx and Engéls reJect the ides of a future. class—
less soclety as a stats which "ought to come™ and
ins;st upon it as a state,that,“will or must come".
In other words, thé triumph‘ofkthe prolétafiat is
finevitable", not because of its own wishes or desires
but because of the nature of thingso' This quéstion of
the inevitability of the ultimate transition of capi=

talist'society to socia1ist sobiety‘by_way of a pro-

(1) Marx, Ke, La Saint Famille in Qsuvres Philosophiques
Tome, II, PPe 62=65 .
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lecterien revoluticn admist of roe doudt in the communist

scheme of things. (1)

Bourgeolisie If the bourgeoisie, the class which was

the means of revolution, 1s the object of Narx's mos t
scathing dsnunciations, it is at the same time, no less
the recipient of his highest praise. This class which
emerged from feudal society as the new economlc and,
consequently, political powsr has, more than any other
class in histor&, contributed unwittingly to the ulti-
mate evancipation of man. This it has done by un-

consciously fulfilling its historical missicn which is

the development of the

productive forces of soclety to a level which

will make possible an équal development, worthy
of human beings for all members of society. All
earlier forms of society were too poor for this,
Capltalist production for the first time creates

(1) The following references represent but a few of the
lnnumerable reiterations of this idea in communist
literature: Marx-Engels, Communist Manifesto, p. 21:

" Marx, K., Civil War in France, in Seclected Works, Vol. II,
D. 504

Engels, F., Anti-Duhring, pp. 333 .174-5; 183; 202-03
Engels, F., The Origin of the State, Family, and Private
Property, p. 158 '

Lenin, _Vo, What _i_s_ Lt_q P_e- Done, Lo. L. Lo, Vol. 4, Pe 65
Lenin, V., Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism,
L. LI I.'l, VOlo 15’ p. 11 » -

Lenin, V., State and Revolution, p. 73

Marx-Engels, Marxism, pp 34; 156




the wealth and the productive forces neces S&ary

for this but at the same time it also creates

in the mass of oppressed workers the social

class which is more and more compelled to claim

the utilization of this wealth and these pro=

ductive forces for the whole of soclety-=-instead

of as today for a monopolist class (1)
Thus it is only the accomplishments of the bourgeoisie-
acgomplishments which.represent; in.the opinioh of Marx
and Engels, the most perfect expression of human activi-

(2) - that make a proletarian revolution and s class-

less society possible. (3) The bourgeoisie has played a
revolutionary role in history, has destroyed the produc-.
tion relations charascteristic of feudal society, has un-
leashed tremendous productive forces which have'reached
a point where they are unable to operate freely within
the limits of bourgeols production relations. The rasult
is anarchy in production, crises, overproductlon, a mad

race for markets. For this reason "the bourgeoisie is

unfit any longer to be the ruling class in soclety...its

(1) Engels, F., Marx's Capital, (article in Demokratisches
Wochenblatt, #13, Mar 28, 1856) in Engels,'on Capital’

pp. 10-1l: also in Marx, XK., Selected Works, Vol. 11,

pp. 345-6,

(2) Marx-Engels, Communist Manifesto, p. 11-14

(3) Marx, K., The Class Struggles in Franoe, in Selected
Works, Vol. II, p. 203
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existence is no longer ccmpatible with society."(1)

h i | A necessary class for social progress it has beccme a
Gt superfluous class,‘unable to control the mlghty forces
1t has developed and these forces-operating like the
ce forces in nature, blindly.destructively-are wreaking
ﬁZ.LL havoc in soclety. Only with the overthrow of the bour-
_@%ﬁ fn- goolsie will 1t be possible to subdue these forces and
_ﬁ%r’: i subject them to man's domination just as other natural

3 forces such as electricity and fire.(2) It is not that
the bourgeoisie as such has become superfluous btut that
the objective condlticns of society render sll classes
superfluous.

And in fact the abolition of social classes has
as 1ts presupposition a stage of historical de-
: velopment at which the existence not mersly of
T some particular ruling class or other but of any
5 ruling class at all, that is to say, of class
difference 1tself, has become an anachronism, 1s
out of date. It therefore presupposes that the .
development of production has reached a level at
which the appropriation of means of production and
of produéts, and with these, of political supremscy,
the monopoly of education and intellectual leader-
ship by a special class of society, has become not
only superfluous but also economically, politically
and intellectually a hindrance to development (3)

Marx~-Engels, Commﬁnist Manifesto, p. 21
Engels, F, Anti-Duhring, p. 305
Engels, F., Anti-Duhring, p. 308
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courgeols production has extended rationalizaticn
of industry and 1life to such an extent that the process
of production has been broken down into simple tasks
within the feach of all. Evefy man isbable to perform
all the functions of society and should do so in order
to achieve a rich, full deve lopment of his personality.
The bourgeoisie, however, fails to recognize its outmoded
charactér or, if .1t does recognize it,vis:unwil%ing to
yield its dominating position and must consequenﬁly,'be,
ovevthrowﬁ by the prpletariat, the class which holds the
future in its hands.

A final word remains to be said about the classes
which, existing apaft from the bourgeolsie or the prole-
tariat, are drawn into the class stfuggle in spite of
themselves. We may, following Marx, designate these
classes as thevmiddle élass,xin the sense that ﬁhey stand
bgtween the two poles of‘social opposition, bourgeoisie,
and proletariat or again, one m%ght cali'them the pétty

bourgeoisie as Marx and Engels do on occaéion.(l) As

(1) Also Lenin, when he ssys "...we know but three
classes in capltalist and semi-capitalist society;

the bourgeolsie, the petty bourgeoisie (with peasantry

as 1ts chief representative), and the proletariat." Will
the Solsheviks Retain State Power?., L«L.L., Vol. 12,

pp.ll: 37. On other occasions Lenin, as Marx and Engels

will speak of the peasants as distinguished from the petty
bourgeolsie, thus returning to a fourfold division.
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such, %Yhe 13idls o £ 1z act ome tat mulbtirle ine

cluding many elerments as Turner points outb.

As for the middle class, membership in 1it,
according to the Marxist view, is determined
mainly by two test:s Property ownership and
econonmic function, The so-called middle class
is, of course, not one but many; 1t includes

all elsments of the population between large
capitalists and propertyless wage earners;

‘all small capitalists and enterprisers, all
relatively small employers, all owners or
operators of ordinary farming property, mem-
bers of professional classes and at least all
salaried employses not in the lower brackets.
While originally the term "bourgeoisieM was
applled to the industrial and commercisl elee
ments as a whole, distinguishing them from the
nobllity on the one hand and the lower classes
on-the other, Marx in writing of the capitalist
époch, in most cases used it in reference to the
larger capitalists, reserving "petty bourgeoisie®
for the smaller fry, otherwise the "middle" ele=
ments, the middle class (1)

Although Marx and Engels do lump together gll
classes In a position betwsen the oppressor and the
oppressed, stlll hardly less fregquently do‘they dls=
solve this middle or petty bourgeoisie class into

two general sections = petty bourgeoisie (comprising

small trading and shopkeeping class and, in general,

(1) Turner, Jo Ks, 0D» cit., Do 29
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all snumerubted abovs by Turner exsspbt those connac

ture) and peasants., {1) In this sanss

1

with agrica
we can speak of four classss, bourgeoisie, petty bour-

eol

[4]

ie, peasants and proletariat. We preserve this
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ion in the following discussion of petty bour-
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‘geoisle and peasantés

Petty bourgegisise Perhaps the outstanding char-

acteristic of this class,for Marx and Engels, 1s its

e

ncs

ts

1llatory natures I% is caﬁght‘on the twin p S .

Ul

L

of hope and fear - hope in indi ividual membe 'of th
class that they wiil be sble to rise into the bour-
geoisie,claés properly so called .and fear lest the

turn of fortuneé should hurl them down into the everw.

growing ranks'of the proletariat. At times they are

hostile to the classss above and below them = to bne

class above because it has retarded their adVance in

'tne soclo~economic ladder due to the rutnless compe- .

tiuion ezerclsed by the former which makes the efforts

‘of the petty bourgesois to maintain his small trade,

(1) c¢fo for exémplé, Marx, K., The Class Stfu:gles in

Frante, in Selected Novhs, Vol. IT, ppe. 2043 2252 232:
234 :
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eanteruriss, etcs, increasingly diflicult; hcsk
oroletariat becsause 1t threatsns the existence of tae

seconomlic order which sustalns, if somewhat imperfectly

and precarlously, the positlion of the petty bourgeoilsie, .

the majority of whom do not desirs the abolition of
classes or property but a betteruent of their own class
position and an increass of theip property. .Thus they
are conservative and reactlonary, reformists, not revo=-
lutionists; they wish %o changé thinzs, iﬁprove condi-
ticns, eliminate the evils cf socliety without elimin-
ating the bourzeols Torm of sociely which is actially
the source of all their miseries and difficulties;

Marx and Engel's final word on them is that they are,
in spite of themselves and as a result of developing

economic conditions, being hurled constantly into the

ranks of the proletariat. (1) Lenin sounds a word of

(1) ™as to the petty bourgeoisie, artisans, and shop-
keepers they will always remain the same, They hope

to raise themselves into the big bourgeoisie by swind-
‘1ling, they are afraid of being pushed down into the
proletarliat. Between fear and hope, they will in times
of struggle séek to save their precious skin and to join
the victors when the struggle 1s over. Such is their
nature..,» They are extremely unreliable except when a
victory has besn won, and then their shouting in the
besrhouses knows no bounds. Nevertheless there are very
good elsments among them, who of their own sccord join
up with the workers." Engels, F., Prefatory note %o

The Peasant War in Germany in Marx, K., Selected Works,
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caatlon regarding them and assesrts that they remsin in-
~fected by bourgeols and petty bourgeoils tendencies and
therefors the vanguard of the party must be constantly
on its‘guard to check the growth of such tendencies

and ideologies within the ranks of the proletariat. (1)
Peasants In speaking of the peasanté ong generally
excludes the big peasants for they are a part of the
bourgeoisls, (2) ° This class 15 conservative by nature,
has not the initiativs and foresight necessary for a
successful revolution. It can aocompiish this dnlyf"
undsr the hegemony of}the industriél workers of the ur-
ban arsas who are more keenly awars of the probleﬁs

facing sociéty and the means to be employed for theip

Vol. II, pp. 538-39: 225, ¢f. also, in the same volune,
Germany, Revolution and Counter-Rsvolution, vp, 45-46:

the petty bourgeoisie is essentially "a %transition.

class, in which the interests of two classes are simual-
‘taneously deadsned.m" ' S
Marx, K., The.Eighteenth Brumalre of Louls Bonaparte,

in Selected Works, Vol. II, De 350. ILenin, Ve, "167t-
Wing™ Communism, an Infantile Disorder, L. L. L.; Vol, 20,
DPs. 572 The Proletarian Revolution and the Rensegade
Kaut,ﬂky, L. L. Lc, Vole. 21, Pe 36 .

ffarx=-Engels, Communist Manifesto, pp. 17, 34

(1) ef., for example, ILenin-Stalin, Marxism and Re-
visionism, passim, L.L. .L. Vol., 29 - R
(2) Engels, Fo., Proefatory note to The Peasant War in
Germany in Marx, K., Selected Works, Vol. 1L, D. 530
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resolution. (1) Because the »Deasants - small land-
holders of all kinds, agricultural workers, and in
general, the poorer peasants - are exploited by cap-
ital, an exploitation differing only in form from that
of the industrial proletariat (2), they ars willing to
join hands with the proletarlat in an effort to bresak:
the stranglehold of the bourgeoisie upon thelr economlc
life. In this sense, they form the natural allies of
tne proletariat (3) and the proletariat must take ad-
vantage of this coincidence of interests, must utilizs
it for the realization of the ultimate task, for the
solution of "the great problem of the nineteenth cen-
tury, the abolition of the proletariat".(4) The pro-
1etaria£ must seek alliance with the peasants because

of thelr sheer weight of numbers, this class constitu-

(1) Engels, F., Germany, Revolutlon and Counter~rsvo=-
*lution, in Marx, K., Selected Works, Vol. II, pp. 48«
49 62-63. In the sams volums, Marxzx, K., The Class
Struggles in France, p. 298

(2) Marx, Ko, The Class Struggles in France in
Selected Works, Vol. II, ppe 282-83

(3) This is particularly true of the agricultural
proletariat. cf. Engels, F., Prefatory note to The
Pegsant War in Germany, in Selectsd Works, Vole II,
DPe 540=41

(4) Engels, F., zermany,‘Revolut*on and Counter-
revolution, in Selected Works, Vole IL, p. 47
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ting the majority of the nation In France and 5Sermany

at the time.of Marx's writings and in Russia in the
epoch of Leninisme. This factor, a matter of history,
admitted by the commuhists, places in doubtitheir con~=
trary asssrtions that fhe interests of the prolstarigt =
the industrial urban worker - represent the interests

of the vast majority. We defer'consideration of this
problem,vhowever, to a later period of our study.

The peasantry, "the class that represents bar-
bariém within civilization® (1) is slow to react.to
the pressing social problems of the day because of its
isolation from the dyﬁamic force of history = producw
tion. I% oﬁly begins to emergé from its lethargy as‘é
fesult of bourgéois invasion'into.all'domains of 1ife
and, thanks to this movement, 1s‘iiberated from the

"idiocy of rural 1ife" (2) which will becoms nation-

alized by a vast program of mecﬁanization in the future

socletye Marx - and all the communilsts after him e

was enchanted; ﬁypnotized by the power of.machines’to

(1) Marx, Ko, The Class Struggles in France, in Se-
lected Works, Vol. II, po 233,

(2) Marz=Engels, The Communist Manifesto, p. 13
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such a degree tha%t the primitive methods repressnted
the grdssest stupiditye
~The peasant suffers the same fate as the petty
bourgeols; he 1is consiantly being hurled into the ranks
of the proletariaﬁ under the pressure of economic con=-
ditlons. His attitudes resemble those of the petty
bourgeols described above = hostility towards other
classes, deslre of rising, fear of descending in the
soclo-economic scale, not revolutionary but conservative;
seexs to roll back the wheels of history in his attsmpts
to preserve bourgeols production relations, especially
private property but is forced to submit to the innen
logic of history, the dynamic of the dialectic which
sweeps all before it. (1) He 1s still resting on the
viewpoint of civil society and not that of human society
or soclalized humanity; he 1s animated by egotistical
~rather than by human sentiments. Unlike the enlightened
prol§tariat, the peasént class falls to see that its
~condition and the structure of socisty is the result,
not of the caprice and desires of the will of bour-

geoisie,‘but of objective factors which both brought the

(1) Ibide, Ppe 173 19-20. Lenin, V., The Peasantry and

- bhe Working Class, in Gapitslism and Agrigulfure, L. Le
LQ, Vol, 30, Pps 58=59
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bourgsoisie into being and will just as surely and
'inevitably be the root cause of its disappearance
and the disappsarance of all classes. The peasant
class, ignorant.of the diélectical, objective nature

of the historical procsss, must be sducated and enlighte

enod, a process which tales yearse

It must not e thought that petty bourgeoisie
and peasants are not woosd by the ruling classes,.
The bourgsoisie has no% besn unaware of the impor-

tance of numerical support and in its revolusion

against feudal socisty 1t sought alliss among thess
very classes. TO preserve i1ts position it continues
to make certaln concessions such as ﬁniverSal suffrage,

political emancipation; whils concealing under legal-

istiouphrases and highmsounding'titles_the'real econo-

mic enslavement which is the necessary condition of a

soclety based on the opposition of classes. In the
following pages we shall see that in splte of the
neat theory, aécording to which these classes ineve

1tably tumble into the proletarian ranks, there is

a bitter ideological and practicalkstruggle betweén‘




i
%

nourreoisie gqd nrolsetariagt to win over these nidile

BN AN

classes. In fact, victory in this minor skirmish, so

to speak, is a vital factor in determining the rate of
speed with which communism will spread throughout the

world and has, consequently, great influence upon the

entire theory and tactics of the class struggle to

which we now turn our attention.

- Sectlon 2 - The Class Struggle -

If, in his youth, Marx was given over to con-

s b B ani

sideration of speculative questions, 1t 1s quite evi=-

ﬁft dent that, once he had uncovered the secrets of the
philosophy of nature and soclety, he denied and aban-
doned speculative philosophy in order to throw himself
wnolsheartedly into the work, not of interpreting but,
of changing the world. The dislectical proéesses which
ne had absorbed from Hegel were materialized by Feuerbach
and applied by Marx to the most important result of evo-
lutionary development - human society. The dialectic

of Hegel was an empty, speculative world which Feuerbach
tried to fill but only went halfway. It was Marx who
filled the void with the doctrine of the class struggle,

I

an empirical dialectic in a real world producing real,

tangible, sensible, results. He went beyond Hegel
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whoss "construgtion of history exists only in the
consclousness, the opinion and ths repréSGntation of

the éhilbsopher, only in'the speculétive imagination" (1),
and discovered the concrets history of men. In other

words, to Hegel's purely conceptual history he opposad

a real, empirical hlstory; to the antagonism, conflict
and struggle of ldeas he opposed the struggle of classese.
Thus, Hegél's method was not abandoned but transformed,

concretized, and materialilzed,

If some labor under the impression that Marx is
the diScoverer_pf the class strugzgls the error camnot
be attributed to any deception on the part of Marx or
the Marxists because there is much evidence in Marxist
1ilterature wﬁich indlcates the contranrye jIn fact, it
must be said of the Marxilsts that on many occasions’
they 1ndicate the original sources of their doctrines.
What is claimed, however, is that Marx "and Engels =
later Ienin and today Staliﬁ - saw further and deeper
than the original discoverers, Thus,.in a letter,

since become a classic in Marxlst literature, Marx

states:

+e0and now as to mysslf, no credit is due to me
for discovering the existence of ¢lassses in so=

(1) Marx, K., La Sainte Famlllp in Oeuvres Philcsophiques
Tome II, pe 152 - i
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ciety, nor yet the strugzls beiwean them. Long
before me bourgeols historilans had described
the historical development of this class struge
gle and bourgeols economists, the economic
anatomy of c¢lasses.. What I did that was new
was to proves 1) that the existence of classes
1s bound up with particular, historic phases in
the desvelopment of productions 2) that the class
struggls necessarily leads to the dictatorship
of the prolstariat; 3) that thils dictatorship
itself only constltutes the transition to the
abolition of all classes and to a classless

socistye. (1)

Harx took the doctrine of the class shruggle and
and placed 1% upon'a-scientifio foundation by his anale
ysls of the economic structure of society which contains
the fundamental contrédictions expressad humanly in the
class struggle. The famous lines of the Manifesto,

"The history of all hithérto existing soclety is the | _,
history of class struggles,z)stress the dialsctical
nature of social development, and express succinctly,

wiat is for the Marxists, the basis of all political

(I) Marx, K+, Letter to Jo Weydemeyer, London, March 5,
1852. On forerunners of Marx relative to the doctrine
of class struggle see, V. Gs Simkhovitch, Marxism Versus

Sociallism, ppe. 147-184: Sombart, We, Socialism and the

Soclal Movement, ppe 23 48-49, Letter O Marx to Engels,

London July 27, 1854. Lenin, V., The Teachings of Karl
Marx in Selected Works, Vol. I, De. 322 State and

Revoluntion, pe. 30

(2) pe 9 The lines are an scho of Guizot's earlien
formulation: = "The struggles of class against class
form the contents of modern history." Quoted in
SOMbaI"b, ODo _92._20, Pe 49

Y R R ORI
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‘history, (1) the immediste driving fcrce of history, (2)

and the "coucluslon which worlé hisiory teaches". (3)

Classes sre the fruits of economic conditions and
once they come into being they react upon economic develw
dpment. Hﬁman ackivity may affgct the inevitable.progress
toﬁards a soclalist sociéty by actions which retard it
or by actions which favor and aséist it. (4) The bour-
geolsie will natuﬁally struggle to retard sconomic de-
velopmeny along_the natural lines ofvits evolutior;

not that it will cease to produce cr to seek new and

“improved +%echniques, but in the sense that it will

oppose any movement towards the socialization of mesns

T {I) Engels, F., History of the Communist Ieague, in

Marx, K., Selected Works, Vole II, De 11

~(2) ",..in partiecular the class struggle between the
bourgeoisie and the prolstariat (is) the great lever
of modern social revolution." Marx-Engels, Ietter to
Bebel, Liebknecht, Bracke and Others, London,
September, 1879,

(3) Lenin, Ve, The Thres Soupces and Thres Component |,
Parts of Marxism, in Marx, K., Selected Works, pPe 59
(4) Engels, F., Letter to Conrad Schmidt, London,
Qectober 27, 1890, '

Keutsky, Ke, The Class Struggle "Many are tha ways

in which the economic development may be influenced:

1t may be hastered or it may be retarded; its results .
may be made more, or less, painful; only one thing is
impossible - to stop its course, or turn it back." p.92
T.abricla, A., Essays on the Materialistic Interpretation
of History, pp. 28«30

Miliukov, P., Rolshevigh, An International Danggr,
pp. 29-100 ’
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of production ard inrceds cn privete progerty, If tie
Lourgeolsie fights vehemently to.protect snd retsin its
producticn relations, the proletariat must fight even
more vehemently to dissolve those relztions and the
gconomic structure ir which they are rootec. In one

of his earlier works Marx outllines very clearly what
might be termed the metaphysics of the entire class
struggieo We take the liberty of quoting it at length
Lecause the expositicn is remarkably clear and is, as

it were, the leltmotiv of Marx's sccial philcsophy.

Proletariat end wealth are opposites. As such
they constitute a whole. They are two phases of
the world of private propertye It is a question
of determining the position which each assumes in
the antinomy; it 1s not enough to say that they
are two sicdes of a whole,

Private property as private property, ss wealth
1s compelled to preserve itself and, in conse-
quence, 1its opposite, the prolstariat.s It is
the positive side of the antithesls, private
property satlsfied with itself,

On the other hand, the proletariat as proletariat
is forced to abolish itself and, consequently, the
very condition which sustains it in being, that is,
private property. It is the negative side of the
antithesis, private propsrty, dissatisfied with
itself, dissolved and dissolving itself,

The possessing class and the proletariat both
suffer from the same alienation. The former
however is complescent in its position, realizing
that the alienation constitutes its own power

and thus possesses the appeararce of a human ex-
lstence in it; the latter, orn the contrary, feels
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tself annihileted in this alienabion of its
essence, sees there 1ts importence gnd ithe

reslity of en inhumsn existence., Firnding ite-

self debased, to employ an expression of Hegel,

1t revolts against this debasement end necessar- .
ily so, being impelled thereto by the contrs-
dicvion existing between its human nature and

its position which is an overt, clear and ahbsow
lute negation of that naturee '

Within the antithesis, the private property-
owners are the conservative, the proletarian the
destructive part. The former seeks to maintgein,
the latter to destroy the antimony.

It 1s true that private property, in its econo=-
mic movement, advances towards its own dissolue
tion; but 1t does it only by an independent and
‘unconscious evolution against its own will, sole-
ly because it produces the proletariat as prole-
tariat, misery conscicus of its spiritual and
physical risery, dehumanization conscious of
itself, etco, for that reason, seeking to anni- :
hilate itself. The proletariat fulfills the judge
ment which private property, by producing the
“proletariat, pronounces upon itself just as it
fulfills the judgment pronounced by wage. labor
upon 1ltself by c¢reating another's wealth and

its own misery., When the proletariat triumphs,

1t does not thereby become the absolute aspect

of society for 1t .14 victoricus only in so far

as it abolishes itself and its opposite. Then,
the proletariat and its conditioning opposite

both disappeare.

When soclalist writers attribute this world role
to the proletariast it is not at all...because they
consider the proletarians as gods. Quite the cone
trarye In the fully developed proletariat abstrace
tion has been made of all humenity and even the
senblance of humanity and even the semblance of
humanity; in the existential conditions of the
proletariat are condensed, under their most ine-
humen form, all the living conditions of contem-
porary soclety; though man has lost himself, at
the seme tlme, he has not only acquired a theo-
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retical censcicusneass of this loss btut vractle
cally he has been compeiled directly - by the
distress henceforth inescarstle, 1lmpossible tc
palliate, by an absolutely imperious necessity =
to revolt against this Inhumanity; for all these
reasons the proletarlat can and must liberats
itselfs Yet 1t cannot liberate itself without
agbolishing 1ts own conditions of exlstence which
it cannot do without abolishing sll the inhuman
living conditions of contemporary society which
are crystallized 1n the status of the proletariat. (1)
It 1s on the basis of this bitter, necessary
struggle that the communists plot their plan of caum-
reign which will overcome the desperate defense offered
by the bourgeoisie and hastern the inevitable dawn of the
werkerts triumph. They must smash the opposition and
the one way to do that according to Tenin , "is to find,
in the very soclety which surrounds us, and to enlighten
and organize fdr the struggle, the forces which can and,
by thelr social position, must form the power capable
of sweeping away the old and establishing the new." (2)
The organizational structure of the masses for the
struggle 1s indicated by Engels when, in praise of the

German workers, he says, "For the first time since a

-

(1) Marx, K., La Sainte Famille in OQeuvres Phiosophiques
PPe 60=63

(2) Lenin, V., The Three Soupces and the Three @Gomponent
Parts of Marxism, In Marx, K., SeiecCted WOrks, Vol. T p. 59
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workeis! moverert s
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exis:e&, the struggle is veing

~conducted from its three sides, thé theorétical, the
political, énd the practical-economic (resistance to
the capitalist), in harmohy, co-ordination and in a
planned way." (1) This threefold division will be the
basis of our treatment of the cless struggle which

follows.
- Thebretical? -

In the field of theory there is one thing firmly: -
énd irrevocanly established =~ all without.exception must
follow the "party or genersl iine".‘ Now this general
line 1is determined from above - Stalin being today the
infallible interpreter of the teachings of Lenin who
was the greatest interpreter of Marx and Engels. One
'example of this is seen in the protest of Stalin ageinst
the idea of whether or not Lenin was a real Bolshevik,
Such a question definitely caﬁnot be made the'matter

of discussion. It is beyond doubt. "It is an axiom"

that' Lenin represents the true Bolshevik. (2) His

(1) Engels, F., Prefatory Note to The Pessant War in
Germany in Marx, K., Selected Works, Vol., 11, pe. 548
(2) Stalin, J., Some Questicns Ccncerning. the History
of Bolshevism, in Warxism sand Revisionism, L.L.L.
Vol 29, P o2 Ife
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tilrns sre the mouel ifor zl1 BSolshevids, and to

(@)

speculate gbecut his orthodoxy is to forget that ILenin

1s orthodoxy.

Now communism 1is a philcsophy of change, of

acticn., It 1s In action that the correctness of theory

is proved but it is imperative for action that the

workers be united and guided by theory.

Without a revolutionary theory there caen be no
revoluvtionary movement...The role of vangusrd
cen be fulfilled only by a party that is guided
by an edvanced theory. (1)

e MRS )

There can be no strcng socialist party in the

absence of a revolutionary theory uniting all

the soclalists, from which they draw all their
convictions and which they apply in thelr modes

of struggle and methods of activity. (2) (Our Italics)

These phrasses of Lenin are frecuently repeated in

his works, a fact insisted upon by Stalin. (3) 1In
keeping with the dlalectical nature of human events
there 1s necessarily imposed upon the leaders of the

party the obligation of continually-elaborating NEW as-

1)Lenin, V., What is to be Done, L.I.I, Vol. 4, p. 28
{2) Lenin, V., On the Theory of HMerxism, L,L.L., Vol. 31,
Pe 26. This article is also in Marx-Engels- Marxism,
pp. 63-65
(3) Stalin, J., Foundations of ILeninism, I.IL.I. Vol. 18,
Pe 29




pec s of theory in adopting varsy tactics to changirg
conditions. The general princirles have been elesborated
by Marx, but the detalls must be worked out in day-to-

day practice. This is what Lenin meant when he said,

We do not by any mesns look upon the theory of
Yarx as somsthing final and inviolable; on the
contrary, we are convinced that it only laid
the cornerstone of the scisnce which socialists
must advance in all directions, if they do not
want to lag behind events. (1)

It is just because Marxism 1s no dead dogma, no
final reacy-made, unchangeable doctrine, but a
living guide to action, it is Just because of

this that it couvld not but reflect the 5ur1k1ngly
sharp change in the conditions of social life. (2)

Only those persons are eligible for party‘member-

ship who subscribe wholeheartedly to the doctrine of
Marx and Engels as interpreted by Lenin and Stalin. (3)
Whatever concessions may be made for the sake of ex=-

pediency, for the sake of infiltration of the masses,

\

(1) ZILenin, V., On the Theory of Maudsm, L.L.L., Vol. 31,
Pe 26 ‘

(2) ILenin, V., On Some Peculiarities of the Historical
Development of Marxism, in Marx-Engels - Marxism pe. 88
(3) In the early days one of the recuirements of party
membership was a mastery of the principles of Marx- '
Engels~-Leninism, but in later years a complete acceptance

even without comprehention, suffices. See Chamberlain,
W., IL'Enigme Russe, p. 185; Dallin, -D., The Real Soviet
Ru s<ia! Pe. 226 : ‘
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whelever Saciics mar be employed %0 gvoid interlerence
with the I'inal cbjective, to disrupt bourgeoils policy,
to stir up dlscontent émong the masses or to prove that
the party has the interests of the people at heart, in
no case must bheory be abandoned even though it may be
less vigoroﬁsly promulgated, depending on special cir-
oﬁmstances. Materialism, dialectics, the class
struggle, world revolution, Marx's economlc doctrines
extended and amplified by Lenin's teaching, the over-
throw of hourgeois society, the smashirng of the state
wachine and the dictatorship of the proletsriat as the
vanguard of the workers cf the world, all theses funda-

mental teachings must be retained and elaborated under

the guiding hand of the party. (1) Strategic retreats
must be ccmbined with bold attack, atheistic propa-
ganda with scientific explenation of thé origin and
development of the universe, devotion to the party with
hatred of its enemles. Some tactics of the struggle
may call for temporary compromises or combinat;on. For
guidance in such cases Lenin cites the ‘words of Marx,

"If you must combine, then enter into agreements to

(1) ILenin, V., What is to be Done, L.L.L., Vol. 4, p.24
Lenin states here that the successful growth of the
movement 1s impossible without theoretical work.
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satisfy the practical aims of the movemnent, but do not

¢

haggle over principles, do not make 'concessions in

theory!. (1)
- Politicgl =

Among the,Marxists thereé i1s a heavy emphasis upon
the political aspects of the class struggle. Indeed it
might be sald bhat all other aspects of the class
struigle are suborcinated to and ordered towards the
reglization of .complete powsr in the political sghere.
Scesking of the success erjoyed by tre éocialists or
communists from 1848 to 1894, Engels, after having
pointed out that they were following tactics indicated
by the Manifesto, continues by asserting,

They take an active part in all the phases of the

development of the struggle between the two

classes without in so doing losing sight of the

fact that these phases are just so many preliminary
steps to the first greéat..atm: the congquest of

political power by the proletariat as the means
towards a new organization of society. (2)

(1) Ibid., p. 27 : . A . _
(2) Engels, F., Letter to Turati, London, June 26, 1894,
For the same idea cf. Letter of Marx to A. Bolte, London
November 23, 1871. Marx-Engels, Communisbt Manifesto,

P« 22: Marx-Engels, Serman Ideology, p. 23
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Lenin merely rewveats S hiis basic i‘es when, in
spreaking of the thecry of arx, ne saye thet it mede

%

clear the real task of a revolutlonary soclalist party =-

"the organization of the class struggle and the leacer-

shir of this strusgle, the firal gim of which is the

winning of political power by the proletariat and the

organization of a socialist society." (1)

The conquest of political'pcwer, though the final

l_l-
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vol al activity and the class struggsle in

al, is not sought for its cwn sake, hcwever, but

(49}
(]
3
{
Lo}

(1) Lenin, V., On the Theery of ¥arxism, L.L.I. Vol.3l
Pe 25. "The contest of the proletariat with the bour-
geolsie, assuming various forms which grow continually
wider in content, inevitably becomes a political struggle
airing at the ccnguest of pOllthal power by the proc-
1etariat " Lenin, V., Karl Marx, in Marx, K., Selected
Works, Vol. I., p. 45; Lenin carried over the emphasis
on pollticalpower and domlnatlon to the construction of
the new communist soclety which is distinguished by an
excessive and complete politicization and soclal con-
structivism. Cf. Gurian, op. cit., p. 154 ff.: U..,
The mass of the workers will never allow themselves to
be persuaded that the public affairs of their country
are not also thelir own affairs; they are by nature po-
litical and whoever tries to make out to them that They
should lsave politics alone will in the end get left in
the lurch., To preach that the workers should in sgll
circumstances abstain from politics is to drive them

into the arms of the priests or the bourgeois republicans.

Engels, F., Letter to Thecdore Cunoc, January 24, 1872.
Cf., Engels, ¥., Introduction to The Class Struggles in
Frsnce, larx, K., Selected Works Vol. II, pp. 182-3,
where Engels stresses tl.z bsnafits of parliamnentarian
action following from universal suffrage; see also

pps 187~189. Xarl Marx, lettsr to A Bolte, London,
London, November 93, 1871
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o a more iavortant sin - the {inal econom

)
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emancipation of the working class - for Wwhich political

conquest is an absolutely indispensable condition. (1)

The emsncipation of the proletariat must be the work

of the proletariat itself, but this is imbossible un-
less the proletariat carries on a constant struggle
for political pover. (2)‘.For Marx, political activity

is a duty.

M., to conguer OD;ltTCal power has beome the great
duty of the working classss...the uuuv pfe) mesteﬂ
themselvas the mystevries of iaternati ional politics;
to watzh the diplomatic acts sf their res QQCul',
governments; to counteract them, of necessary by
All means in their power; when unable to prevent,
to combine in simultaneous denunciations, and.
to vind icate the simple laws of morsglg and justice,
which ought to govern the relations of private in-
dividuals, as the rules paramount of the inter-
course of nations. The Tight for such a foreign
policy forms part of the general struggle for
the emancipation of the working classes, (3)

D

(1) Marx, K., Address and Prov151ona1 Rules of the Work-
ingmens! Internatlional Association, s&lected Works, -

Vol., 11 p. 442. W,..the economical emancipation of the
working class is the great end to which every politlcal
vmovement ought to be subordinate as a means.m

(2) ",..in ordeﬂ that it may fight for its economic eman-
cipation, the proletariat must win for itself certain poO-
-litical rights." Lenin, V., Frederick Engels, in Marxe
Engels=-Marxism, p. 41

(3) Marx, K., Address and Provisional Rules of the Work-
ingmen's International Associstion, in Selected Works,

Vol. II, op. &40 4., The mention of duty and right whlcb‘A

appears in the first psragraph of the Preaable drgwn up
by iarx (Ibid., p. 442), and a similar passage which
appears further on ("...thls Interna‘blona'l association
and all societies gnd individuals adhering to it will
acknowledge truth, justice and morality, as the basis
of their conduct tovards each other, and towards all




In trhe lJorsuing ol
with action in the nestiongl sphers, then on the ints--
national level. <The members of the working class must
nevsr permit indifference to political doncitions %o
dull the sharpness of the class struzgle. Agitation,
propagands, cooperation, opposition, all must be emn-
ployed to support any movement which furfthers the
cause, either positively by improving the conditions
of the workers themselves or negatively by weaXening
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these who hnld the reins of
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governuent. In supporting the measures and reforms of

08}

other groups, the workers aust be guided by proletarian

men without regard to creed, colour or nationality"
(Ibid., p. 443) are instances of pure expediency as
Marx himself admits., 1In a letter to Engels, London,
November 4, 1864, he indicates this when he states,

"¥y proposals were all accepted by the sub-committee.
Only I was obliged to insert two phrases about "dutyh
and "right", into the preamble to the statutes, ditto
"truth, morality and justice," but these are placed in
such a way that they can do no harm...It was very dif-
ficult to frame the thing so that our viewpoint should
appear in a form acceptable from the present standpoint
of the workers'movement...It will take some time before
the reawakened movement allows the old boldness of
speech." The same thing is true of course of the
phrase, "the simple laws of morals and justice" which
appear earlier and the whole affair is a practical and
clear demonstration of tactics to be employed in the
use of language to conceal one's real thoughts and
designs until the moment is propitious,




The workers wust always vigorously repulss every
attempt to restiict in any manner'thé rights of free-
dom of the press, of association and assembly because
these are'"indispensable_to their indepéndent organi-

zation as a class party." (2) As Engels boints out,
this independent:organization of the workers is of
vital importance to the causs of the revolution in
érﬂer vhat the workers may be strong enough, through
a develophent of their vpolitical power; to cdnquer
theirp

«+esD0litical domination, the only-door into the

new society. For the proletarist to be strong
enough to conquer on the day of decision, it is

(1) Stressing the need for an independent workers opr~
ganization, Engels writes that "it does not imply that
this party cannot for a short time make use of other
parties for its aims. Nor does it Imply that 1t ¢annot
support other parties for a short time in measures that
are’ immedistely advantageous to the proletariat or which
are advances in the sense of economic development.or
political freedom...I am, however, for it only if the
advantage for us is direct or if the advantage for
historical development of the country, in the direction
of the economic and proletarian revolution, is in-
contestable and worth the trouble. And presupposed*
that the proletarian ¢lass character of the Pary is

not put. in guestion thereby. This represents for me

the absolute limit. You will find this policy expounded
as early as 1847 in the Communist Manifesto and we :
followed it in 1848, in the international and throughout."
Letter to Trier, December 18, 1889, Cf. Communist
Menifesto, pp. 22; 43-44

(2) Engels, F., Marx and The Neve Rheinische Zeitung in
Marx, K., Selected Works, Vol. IL, p. 31




sassssury, wnd Shis cirw llarx o ant I ohmavs apteld
since 1347, that it sroald fora its own zarty,
sevarased froem all -thers, and opnpossd to then,
a class conscious, cless party. (1)

Without an independent organizafion, without the enjoy-

ment of free press, and such, the proletariat will Dbe
seriously hampered in its theoretical struggle which i
must serve as the basis of the practical struggle. | »
There can be no revolution unless people become con-

ccious of the need for revoluticn, until they are per-

suaded and convinced that their micery is due to the
selfishness of the ruling class which seexs to preserve e

in heinz oroduction relations which enclave the majoris
O o

of the people and are the causes of crises, over-

production and the destruction of products in order to

maintain high vrices and profits. The press offers a

fruitful field for criticism of governmental policy,

ariticism which can arouse, foster, and inflame class

consciousness and a revolutionary spirit. But to be

effective this criticism must'penetrate the conscious-~

ness of the masses., Thewn it becomes a power, a force

(1) Engels, F., Letter to Trier, December 13, 1889




whizh is sifzetive. (1)

Political achivity, though it éupports theoret-
ical activity and economic activity, must go beyond
these. It must be concretized, applied to actual situ-
ations and exposures by members of ‘the proletariat
working in bourgeois}parliaments from within. It wmust
be dirscted not only towards the instruction of the
working class ‘but of all membsers of society in an
effort to draw to the side of the orolstariat the
fluetuating populaticn which holds an intermediate

place betwesn the bourgeoisie and proletariat, The

proletariat can never hope to win over all these to
share complstely the prolstarian interests but it can
foster unrest and a hostile attitude towards the ruling

class. (2)

(1) "The weapon of crltlmsm cannot replace the criticism
of weapons. Physical force must be overthrown by
physical force; but theory, too,. becomes a physical
force as soon as it penetrates the masses.M Marx, K.,
Contribution a la Critique de la Philosophié du: Droi
de Hegel, Oeuvres Philosophigues, Tome I, p.. 96 y
(2) Lenin declares that the party "must arouse in every
section of the population that 1s at all enlightened a
passion for political exposure...Polital exposures are
‘as much a declaration of war agains the government as
economic exposures are a declaration of war agains the
employers...in themselves  they serve as a powerful
means for dislntegrating the system we oppose, .the
means for diverting from the enemy his casual or
temporary allies, (Petty bourgeois elements are the.
casual or temporary allies) who permanently share :
"power with the autocracy." One of the most pressing
needs of the proletariat is, we are told, “an all-sided
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The #ritings of Lenin contain a vast amoant of
detail regarding political activity which it is im-
possible for us to consider here. In general, we may
say that he, acutely aware of a celebrated phrase in
commanist literature -~ "every class struggle is a po-
litical struggle" (1) - advocates every form of polit-
lcal activity which is not incompatible with the final
alms of the movement., Participation in bourgeols parl-
laments, cowpromises, intrigue, combin:tion of legal

and illegal methods, all and any means which will secure

for the proletariat the furthering of its aims. (2)

political education through the medium of political
.agitation and political exposures." What is to be Done?
L.L.L., Vol. 4, pp. 84-86. Cf. also Engels, Lntroduction
to The Class Struggles in France in Marx, K., Selected
Works, Vol. IL p. 185 _

(1) Marx-Engels, Communist Manifesto, p. 18; Engels, F.,
Ludwlg Feuerbach, p. 52

(2) The general attitude of the communists may be summed
up in the following words of Lenin: "The strictest
loyalty to the ideas of communism must be combined with
the abllity to make all the necessary practical com-
promises, to manosuvre, to make agreements, zig-zags,
retreats, and so on, as to accelerate the coming to power

and subssquent loss of political power of the (bourgeoisie)

+e+to accelerate their inevitable bankruptecy in practice,

which will enlighten the masses in the spirit of our ideas,
in the direction of Communismy to accelerate the inevitable

friction, quarrels, conflicts and complete disintegration
among (other parties),...and to select the proper moment

when -the disintegration among these 'pillars of the sacred

right of private property! is at its height, in order by
a devermined attack of the prolstariat, to defeat them
.all and capture political power." Lenin, V,,"Left-Wing"
Communism, an Infantile Disorder, L.L.L.,, Vol., 20, p. 76




Wuch of his writings con tune subjéct of pelitizal ac-
tivity was of a polemical nature against those who
belittled its importance, partiéularly those who sought
to limit the class sfruggle to the economic struggle

which we now consider. (1)
= Bconomic =

Marx and Engels would certainly have besn delighted
had they lived to see'the vast network of trade-union
organizations which today are found within the economuic
structure of all advanced countries. What a fertile |
fiéld for revolutionary propaganda, millions of workers
united in dfganized groups devoted to the task of pros-
ecuﬁing the intérests of labor! That they w&uld have

. been displeaséd by the conservétive'character:of some

of these organizations goes-without saying, but ét the
same time this.very fact,woﬁld but.emphasize.the'vitai
importance of infiltfating these unions. This facﬁ was

recognized by Lenin and is an important feature of

(1) On the general theory of strategy and tactics,Stalin
recommends the following volumes of Lenin: (All in IL.I.L.)
What is to be Done?, Vol. 4: State and Revolution, Vol.1l4;
Imperialism, Vol. 15; "Left-Wing" Communism, Vols 20; . -
The Prolstarian Revolution and the Renezade Kautsky,

Vol. 213 Two-Tactics, Vol., 22, CTf. Stalin, J., Foundation
of Leninism, L.L.L., Vol., 18, p, 89

o e A m o s
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préssnt “ay communist strategy and tactics,

From the very beginning the sconomic struggle nas
been recognized as a necessary phase of the class strug-

gles To carry on the economlc struggle there is no more

o

effective weapon than the trade-unious which help to
bridge over the wide cleavage existing between employer

and employee, labor and capital, in the matter of eco=

nomlc power. The banding together of workers into
unizns amplifies into a strcng and euthoritative veilce
the futlls whisperings of the demands of isolated in-

Gilviduals. Even of zreater importance from the com-

. bl

munist point of view i1s the fact that trade unions are

an effective means of class organization, serve as

training schools for the workers and lay the foundations

for a definitely class~-conscious movement. These aspects
of the trade-union movement were pointed out by Engels
wnen he asserted that one of the defects of the Gotha

Program was the omission of a reference to itrade unions.

Flfthly, there 1s not a word about the organization
-of the working class as a class by means of the

trade unions. And that is a very essential point,
for this is the real class organisation of the
prclstariat, in which it carries on its daily
struggles with capital, in which it trains itself.(1)

(1) Engels, F., Letter to A. 3Bebel, London, March 18-28, 1875
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rade urniarne work well zs centrea
gainst the encroachments of cagp
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The trade unions were a tremesfous progressive step
for the working classes at the beginnings of the
development of capitalism, inasmuch as they repre-
sented a transition from the disunity snd help-
lessness of the workers to the rudiments of class
organisations. (2)

Some of the Socialists in Germany felt that the
members of the party should remain aloof from reactionary
trade unions, fefusinglto‘join them or resigning from

par:icipation in unions which had eventually begun to

-

nanifest de flnlte reactionary tsndsucie rt

‘,Ju

[94]

This po

of view arocused the ire of Lenin and he Jdencunced such

an attitude in his usual vigorous language as "funda-

mentally wrong", "unpardonable blunder“; "absurd theory".

And we cannot but regard as equally ridiculous
and chilcéish nonsense the poncerous, very learned,
and frightfully revolutionary discuisitions of
the German Lefts to the effect that Communists .
cannot and should not work in reactionary trade
~unlons, that it 1s pernissible to refuse to do
such work, that it is necessary to leave the _
trade unions and create an absolutely brand new,

(1) Marx, K., Value, Price and Profit in Selected Works,
Vol. I, p. 337: "Associations, with the trade unions
arising from them, are...extremely important means for
organising the working classes for the struggle against
the bourgeoisie" Tetter of Marx to Engels, London,
February 18, 1865
(2) Lenin,. V., UTeft-Yiing" Cowmunism, an Infantile Dis=-
order, L.L,L.Vol. 20, p. 34

- i Crwtanioarn,




The correct attitude in the matter is just the op-

posite. A realistic s-praisal of the situation rsveals

RSkt SRR e

that one must expect to find a certain reactionary
element in all trade unions. The workers are living in
bourgeols society or in a society (in the case of Russia)
which 1s emerging from & social structure Sominated by

bourzeols ifeszlozy. To scrape off the "muck", as iarx

(O]
ct

mizsht hsve put it, of bourgeois soci y is a painful

i)

and slow process nct be achizved in “ay or by a few
speeches, but byAday-to-day experience and struggle in
which the workers learn the true nature of thelr position

and the tasks which confront them. For this very reason

the Communists must entern trade-unions in order to

counteract the effects of bourgeois influence and tra-
ditions. The bourgeoisle for the same reason will
attempt to prevent the "Communists Joining the trade
unions, to force them outiby every meang, to make their
vork in the trade unions as unpleasant as possible, to

insult, balt and persecute them." (2) Thus the party

Ibid., p. 33
Ibid., p. 38
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oi the oppositicn

'alizes fuil well the rising im- i

portance cf the trade- unlonu, which fact ousht not

be lost upon the communists who must, in spite of

all opposition, get into the trade unions precisely

in order to win over the workers to the cause and geain

control of the unions.

We must be able to withstand all thls, to agree
tc any sacrifice, end even - if need be - to
resort to all sorfts cf s*rdta sems, ertiflces,
1illegal methols, te evasiors and =bnewtfu6es,
only so &s to get irto ths tﬂa-e unions, to re-
main in thew, end to cerry on Communist work
witliin them &t all costs, (1) :

You must try at 2ll costs to win over the trads
unions. (2)

(1) Ibid., -
(2) Marx, K., Letter to Speyer, Nov. lO, 1871, Iisted
among the fundamentel strategic aims of the party pro-
gram is the effort to extend Mits influence over the

ma jority of the members of its own class, including
‘working women and the working youth. ‘To achieve this

the Communist party must secure predominant influence

in the broad mass proletarian organizations. (Soviets,
trade unions, factory councils, cooperative socleties,
sport organizations, cultural organlzations, etci,)

It is particularly important for this purpose of winning
over the majority of the proletariat, to capture the

trade unions, which are genuine mass working-clsss or=-
ganisations closely bound up with the every day struggles
of the working class. To work in reactionarv trade

unions and §kilfully to capttire them to win the confidence
of the broad masses of the industrially organised workers,
and to remove frowm their posts and rerlasce the reformist
-1eade*h, are all important tasks in the prerparatory
period. The Programme of the Communist Internstional
adopted at the Sixth Conzress, 1928, in Handbook of
Marxism, edited by Emile Burns, International Publishers,
NeY., 1935, p. 1033. Further on it is stated that "It

is the bounden duty of every Communist to belong to a
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The upferlyine Seasic of fLis
“n els, and Lenin that Cosunists should zet into the
tfade unions is the fact that of themselves, trade unions
and trade union politics are only the beginning of real
croletarian~-communist union, consciousness a&nd politics:
they can become vital factors in the real emenclpation
of labor - abolition of classes = only when they are
cermmunist inspired and directed. If this latter con-

dition does not chtain then - ard here is the crux of

[N
w
1~
Ha
(oF

trhe vrhole ratter - they are Tourgecis-insvire
Girectedl There Is no micddle rsround, no possibility

of real neutrslity in the titaric, ultimete class
struggle of pre-ccormunist scociety. The issue 1s clesar
cut - eifther bourgeoils domination, and continued slavery,
or communist leadership and economlc emancipation.

+e.the only choice is: Either bourgeois, or
Socialist ideology. There is.no middle course

trade union, even a mcst reactionary one, provided it

is a mass corganisation. Only by consbtant and persistent
work in the trade unions and in the factories for the
steadfast and energetic defence of the interest of the
workers, together with ruthless struggle against the
reformist buresucracy, will it be possiktle to win the
leadership in the workers! struggzle and to win the in-
dustrially organised workers over to the side of the
party"., (Ibic., p. 1038 (all italics curs)
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has nct cres
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never be a

non~-clzss or sbove

Hence,

to belittle Sociglist

ideology in any way, to deviate from 1t 1in the
slightest degree means strengthening bourgeols
ideology. (1)

Lenir. flatly rejects the idea tha®% the trade union
movement will spontsneously evolve into a real soclalist
movement. (2) Such,an evolution must be diregted by
those who see fgther gnd deepér (the party members) than

the wsasss of workers.

The conflicts, struggles and minor skirmishes on

the theoretical, political and économic levels all find

(1) Lenin, V., What is to be Done, L.L.L.,, Vol., 4, p.41l.
This same idea 1nspires Lenin's repested assertions that
the Communists must not confine their activities solely
to workers groups but extend them to'all the classes of
society. They must penetrate and indoctrinate all
groups, otherwise, the party will fail in a necessary
part of its program - to capture a large.number of the
floating, vacillating petty bourgeoisie and peasants

who. stand between the bourgeoisie and proletariat. Not
to capture thewm 1s to abandom them to brougeois dominaticn.
(2) Lenin was quite emphatic about the limited nature

of trade-union activities., He fought constantly against
"Economism" (as he termed it) which endeavored to make
the economic, rather than the political struggle, the
escence of the class struggley, Cf. pp. 67-75 belcew and
Lenin's, YWhat ic to e Tone, "Left-WinB"Communism,an
Infe ntile Disorcder, snd Two-Tactics Vols. 4, 20 and 22
respectively of the Little Lenin Library.
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Thedr oLl te wrl ultlorte exiresclion in uis catecluse
cf revolutionr, arx who "was Tefcre all else g revolu=-

tiénary", (1) saw-in revolution a powerful force capabdle
of liversting the proletzriat from the shackles cf in-
cdustrial servitude, the besis of the complete enslave-
mwent cf ran. Vhereas bonrgecis ideologists, comfort-
ably settled within capitalist soclety, looked upon
revolution wifh horror as a desecration of the sacro-
cenct orcder, Varx snd Engels rer-arded revelution as the
Jyvanic source of ell progress, ec the "driving force

of nistory"s (2) In ancther striking phrase, lsrx

exclaired, "Revcl.oti ns sre the locovctives of history.,"(3)

Engels sveaks of"the immense moral snd spiritual im-
cetus which has resulted fromevery victorious revo-
lutioni" (4) Indeed, the ri:.ht to revolution is the
‘only "historical right." (5) Revoluticns are the labor

pains heraelding the birth of a new and improved soclety.

Revolutions are not made at will but arilse as the

result of objective conditicns which drive the oppressed

(1) Engels, F;, Speech at the Graveside of K. Marx, in
Marx, K., Selected works, Vol. I, p. 17
(2) Marx-Enzels, Germen Iueoloﬁy, pe 29

(3) Marx, K.,

The Cless Struggles in France in Selected
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(5)

ks,

Vol. II,

Pe

283

Enzels, F., Anti-Duhrirg, p. 203 )
ngelh, F., Introduction to Bhe Class Struggles in

France, in Selected Works, Vol., II, p. 188
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memters of socrehy toc revolsd gr-ginst their oppfeESCrs.
The stste ﬁf the proletsriat has becbme 50 niserable
that in order to safeguard its very existence it must
appropriste by force the totality of procuctive forces,
vhich heve domirated man irstead of serving him. (1)
This cen be accomplished only by a revolution. The
-revélution of the.prolefariat will be the most complete
revolution the world has ever seeh because it departs
from the pattsrn of previcus revolutiens - which mérely

substituted one cless for snosher - by snnihilstins the
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ns of any socilety vaced cn classes.

- Conditions for a Proletariah'Revolption -

Marx and Engels are cuite explicit in their asserQ

tions that modern society alone has produced the con-

ditions necessary for the creation of a society without

classes. The proletarian revolution is based oh certgin
objective conditions and their pa?ty dnever imégined
itself capable of producing, at any time and at its

Pleasure, that revolution which was to carry its:ideas

irto practice." (2) To establish a society withbﬁt

(1) YMarx-Engels, Cermsn Idcology, pp. 66-87
(2) Engels, F., jermany: Revolution and Counter-Revolu-
tion in Marx, K., Selected Viorks, Vol., II, p. 148
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tc the deriretion of the iroducers by their producte,
it is necessary that this "alienation" should have be-

come an “intolerable!" power,

For it to become an 'intolerahle! power, 1l.e.,

a power ungainst which men make a revoluticn, it
must necessarily have rendered the great mass

of humanity 'propertyless'!, and produced at the
same time, the contradiction of an exlsting world
of wealth and culture, both of which conditions
presuppose a great increase in productive power,
a high degree of its cdevelopment. (1)

Tharks tc‘the bourgeoxsie these objective con-
ditiors have ooﬁe into existence. By Ebe inexorable
logic of economic development the anarchy of bourgeoils L
production has transformed "the immense majority of men .
more and more into proletarians." (2) The concentration
and development of scattered limited means of production
and their transformation "into the mighty levers of
productlon of the present'day, was precisely the his-
toric miésion of the capitalist mode of production and
of ifs representative, the bourgeoisie." (3) How well

the bourgeoisie accomplished its mission is seen in

Engels ccnfident assertion that conditions are ripe'for

Marx-Engels, German Ideology, p; 24
Engels, r Anti-Duhring, p. 299
Ibid., p. 293
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the trarnsiticn %to & classless scciety

owrnership of the means of procductior.

The possibility of securing for every msumber cf
society, through social producticn, en existencs
whlch is not only fully sufficient from a mater-
ial standpoint and becoming richer from day te
day, but also guarantees them the completely un-
restricted development and exercise of the
physical and mental faculties - this possibility
now exists for the first time, but it does
exist. (1) (First italics ours)

for a revelutiocn exist, a Lropertyless megjority wniceh
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ly incresses and a wealthy minorizy which 3sily
creases in number. Wealth is concentrated In fewer

and fewer hands as "one capitalist always kills many."(2)
Finally,‘the pfoductive forces have developed to a

stage where the possibility of an‘abundancé'of materigl

goods and controlled production at last exists.

These objective conditions are the breeding ground

of revolution.  They give birth to misery, suffering,

(1) Ibidﬂ, Pe 309: Pages 292-310 contain a good sunmaly
of the material conception of history and icdeas which
are repeated again and again throughout the works of
Marx and Engels. "Only with big industry is abolition.
of private property possible." Marx-Encels, German
Ideolo%z, po 640 ' | v -‘—

(2) Marx, K., Capital, Vol. I, p. 836: Poverty of

Philosophy, p. 104: Engels, F. Antt-Duhring, p. 299




ovppression, pcerty, resentment, and envy amongs the
proleteriat and furnish fuel for the consumirg fire of
revoluticn which purifies society of 1ts evils. The
oohdition of the proletariat is the source of iﬁs
strength and the source of progress, of change. The
contradiction existing in the bosom of society is
resolved by the drive and energy of the class which

has been despoiled of 311.: The proletariat is for the
bourgeols economists the bad side of capitalist produc-
tion but it is precisely "the bad side that in the end
triuachs cver the zood side. It is the bad side that
prcduces the movement which makes history by providing

a struggle." (1) Historians have often traced the
coilapse of a regime to the weakness of the ruling class,
which began to corrupt from within. But they have
neglected, accordiﬁg to Marx, the fact that "social re-
forms never result from the weakness of the strong.but
from the strength of the weak." (2) The tyranny, bru-
tality and cruelty of ruling classes grows and extends
itself over a wider area, enslaving and oppressing an

ever=-increasing mass of the people until by a dialectical

process quaniity changes into quality and the weakness

(1) Marx, K., Povérty of Philcsophy, p. 103
(2) Marx, K., Morceausx Choisis, p. 197
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of the ozprecs:zd Deconss a power which sweeps s11l e~
fore it. AThelan ggonism enzendered by the anarchy of
capitalist production is the source of all progress. (1)
It is the very basis of clvilization; no antagonism,
no pfogress. (2) For this reason, the communist must
not seek a reconciliation of the lnterests of pro-
letariat and bourgeolsie, ke must not be a reformist
but a revolutionist. A reform is a sop thrown to the
workers by their explolters in an effort to deaden
their revolutlonary spirit. It is.purely a tactical
move by the enewmy wvhich is direcied towsrd the preser-
vation of its existence as she dominating class. "Re=
formism is nothing but concessions on the part of the
ruling'clsss: it does not signify the overthrow of
this class: 1t signifies that concessions are made by

it while-it_keeps power in its hands." (3)

Party policy does not reject completely reform-
iesmy There are certain advahtages to be derived from
the' concessions made to the workers but reformism muSt

be employed for revolutionary ends; it must not be per-

mitted to gloss over the acutenes< of the class struggle.

(1) Marx, K., Poverty of Philosopr ¥, D. 59

(2 _Lbldo, po \)5

'3) Tenin, V., Will the Bolsheviks Rebaln State Power?
IJ L IJ' 3 VOl 12’ p' 50 N
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to ignore the fundamental tenets of dizlect

peclally its application to socigl 1life,

«e.1f the pzssing of slcw quantitative changes
irto rapid and abrupt qualitative changes is-g
law of development, it is clear that revolu-
tions made by oppressed classes are a quite
natural and inevitable phenomenon. Hence the
transition from capitalism to socialism cannot

be effected by slow changes, by reforms but only
by a qualitative change of the capitalist system,
by revolution. Hence, we must not cover up the
contracdicticn of the capitslist system, but dis-
close and unravel them; we must not try to check
the clees strugzle tut carry it to its conclusion.

Hence, in crcer not to err in policy, we must

pursue an uncoudromising class policy, nct a
reformist polity of harmony of interests of the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, not a compromiser's
policy of 'the growing of capitalism into
soclalism.!' (L) (Italics ours)

In the foregoing quotation Stalin indicates an
important aspect of Marxist teaching, sometimes over=-
lookeds 1In speaking of misery, hunger, pgverty, shame,

etc., Marx was not without optimism for he saw in them

(1) Stalin, J., Dialectical and Fistorical lMaterialism,
L.L.L., Vol. 25, p. 14; cf. also Stalin, J., Foundations
of Leninism, L.L.L,, Vol. 18, pp. 103-106. For the
communists, "the issue cannot be the alteration of pri-
vate property but only its abolition, not the smoothing
over of class antagonisms but the abolition of classes,
not the improvement of existing socciety but the founda=-
tion of a new one." Warx-Engels, Address of the Central
Council to the Communist Leazue, in Marx, K., Selected
WOI‘kS, Vol. II, Pe 161
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Thus, one shcould not try to hide these facts or

bewall the injustices from which they rise but ought

to expose them in‘order to arcuse indignsation, pass‘on

and hste among the oppressed. '"ie nust make oppression
even more bitter or cruel by arouSing conscicusness'

of oppression, we must make shame even more shameful

by giving it full pubiicity;" (1) The passions of men‘

maet be set in metion for M"mothing sreat in the world

‘has bsen accomplished without rassion.! (2) In reality,
orly the prolstariat Zespoiled by energy 1s pocor. (3)

The true revolutionary, the real communist, unlike ths
utoplans who saw in poverty nothing but poverty, seces
in it "the revolutionary, subversive side, which will

overthrow the 0ld society.! (4)

The idea of exposing and exploiting poverty, shame,
oppression, ‘misery, ete., indioates the political
strategy of the communists. While joining in reform

movements (because the party supports every movement

(1) Marx., K., Contribution a la Critique de la Phil-
osophie_cu Broit de Hegel, in Oeuvres Philosophiques,

Vol. I, p. 89

(2).Hezel, G.,_Philosophy of His uory, D. 23
(3) Marx, K., Vorceaux Ch0151s, D. 192

(4) Marx, K., Poverty of Philosophy, p. 106
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roced, (1) arnd such sction afferds an ovportunity for
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manifesting communist interest in, and lzadership of,
(1f possible),(2) mo&ements in the interest of the
masses) party members must emphasize the fact that all
raforms are mere stop gaps which do not solve the basic
problem of class division and domination but offer
merely temporary relief. With the passing of time,
misery, poverty, and the lixe, which are never really
overcone, will "reszx sut on an enlsrzed scals., Tt mus

>¢ pointed out to the masses that to prevent such soecial

o

ct

roches is not within the power of the bourzsoisie

catas
because they are essentially bound up with the capitalist
system. The only positive, defipitivg solution is the
Jestruction of the system itself. Party members within
government should expose constantly mistakes in govern-
ment policy, show how these policies continually favor

the upper classes, emdeavor to create friction, confliet,

(1) Marx-Enzels, German Ideology, »n. 98

() Communists shounla uss every means possible to donme-
inate and control 211l movements of the masses so that -
nothing be achiesved apart from their influence and the
masses be impressed with the necessity and wisdom of
comnunist policies. M"Unless we mastar all means of wsar-
fare, we may suffer grave and even decisive defeat if
¢hanges in the position of the other classes that do not
devend on us bring to the forefront foruns of activity
in which we are particularly weak," ‘Lenin, V., "Left-
Wing" Communism, an Infantile Disorder, L,L,L., Vol., 20,
Pe 77 ‘
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should be directed towards the creation of a nationsl
crisls, a state which makes 1t practically impossibvle

for the upper classes to continue their downination.

'A revolution is inpossible without a nationwide crisis
(affecting both the exploited and the exploiters)." (1)

The communist does not want or desire prosperity because

such psriods make the masses complacsnt and cortsnted.

serve as dispositive causss that mnake revolutisn psssible.

"4 new vevolution is only possible in consecusnce of a

.

Finally, we must note that theoretical, political
'aﬁd practical~-sconoaic act1v1tv all nourlsq and develop
the seeds of insurrsction which, maturing slowly within
the womb of socisty, suédenly burst forth into bloom as
.revolution - the "leap" into the realm of freedom. The
birth of the new sodiety 1s accouplished only by vidlence
or force which is the "midwife of every old societj preg-

nant with a new one," (3). The. freoaentTy repeated

(1) Ibid., p. 66

(2) ¥erx, X., The Class Struggles in France in Selected
Viorks, Vol, II, p., 299 * '
(3) Harx, K., Capital, Vol. I, p. 824
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gzssrbionz In coemuanist literutors Insisti-; cn
necessity of violence maie it clear that the larxicsts
have no illusions about the practical impossibility of
selzing power by parliamentary or peaceful means. The
oppcsition of the bourgeolsis, posseésors of ores
wealth and influence, renders such a possibility, how-

ever desirable 1t might be, only a dream. The bour-

geolsie employs all means of violence to pressrve its L

. (1)

tourgsois power the class
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status and violence mast be net with violenc
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with th
struzrls sntsrs apon 1ts last ohsse - the dictet-rghip

of the proletariat.

- The Dictetorship of the Proletarigt -

The dictatorship of the proletariat is the succeﬁsor

to the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie which veiled it L

(1) "The conquest of powsr does not mean peacefully "cap=-
turing" the ready-made bourgeois State machinery by
means of a parliamentary majority. The bourgeoisie re-
sorts to every means of violence and terror to safezuard |
and strengthen its predatory property and political dom- R
nation...the violence of the bourgeoisie can be sup-
pressed only by the stern violence of the proletariat, e
The conquest of power by the proletariat is the violent i
overthrow of bourgeois powsr." The Programme of the o
Comnunist Internatioral, 1928, in Handbook of Marxism K
pp. 990-91: cf. Lenin, V., State and Revolution which
contalns numerous texts of ¥arx and Engels concerning
the necessity for violence. In this work Lenin declares '
outmoded the opinion of Marx and Engels that a peace=-
ful transition is possible for England and America, p. 34;
ne repeats the same idea in The Proletarian Revolution .
and the Renegade Kautsky, L.T.T., Vol. 21, p. 21 o

.




