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 INTRODUCTION

If the serious treatment pf any subject requires
justificétion, a.discussion qf negation could hardly pro-
ceed as if it were immediately obvious that the subject
merits consideration. The study of nagatiog; of all J
undertakings, might, with good reason, be put aside as a [
waste of time. Besides the apparent poverty of the notion,
than which no more barren subject of contemplation is con-
ceivable,'such a study may possibly be rendered fruitless
from the beginning, "nam unumquodque, quantum habet de
esse, tantum habet de cognoscibilitate"(l). Negation
seems to be reducible, in one way or another, to non-
being, and, for that very reason, to be beyond the range
of things knowable. '

There 1s an element of truth in the above ob-
servation, and the complete justificatiqn of this study
can be seen only in the light of the various problems
to be touched ﬁpon in the chapters to follow. It can be
said at the outset, however, that if the study of negation
were altogether futile, thaere would.be no understanding

this statement from a recent issue of a philosophical

journal:

"It would be difficult to overemphasize the im- {
portance of negation, since, by its very nature,

[




it forms the foundation of most of the major
philosophical problems"(z).

It is really not difflcult to understand the im-
bortance of negation 1n a dialectical bhilosophy, for
negation is at the basis of all opposition. But the far-
reaching influence of this qnestion of negation is seen
especially in its frequent recurrence in every branch,'
bractical as well as Speculative, of traditional philoso-
Phy. One cannot but concioaojthat there is some essentisl
necessity for the introduction of such a notion into g
science which aimg ultimately at the contemplation of what
is most intelliéible.

We shall see, as a matter of fact, that the role
of negation is so fundamental in philosophy ﬁhat it is
almost inevitably the source of falso philosophical
Positions, which, because of g divergence‘in the inter-
pretation of so elementary s notion; broceed to conclusions
that are diametrically opposed, "since the least initial
deviation from the truth is multiplied later a thousand-
fold"(3),

N Strangely snough, negation enters most into the
Picture where'philosophy4touches on the extremss of
reality; the lowest, prime matter, is traditionally de-
fined in a negative way; the highest, God, so far Ssurpasses

our understandlng that the most perfect knowledge of God
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possible to us on earth is knoyledge by way»of negation.
It should not surprise us if, in the history of philosophy,
we find these extremes of reality at one time identified
with one another, and at other times one or the other of
them identified with pure and absolute non-being.

Lest anyone think that such errors are of little
practicael import, let him but consider that it is due, in

Part at least, to an erroneous interpretation of negation

‘that the diaslectical philosophy of a Hegel, or a Marx,

can prove so‘deoeptively attractive, and can entail the
Possibility of the negation we find most disturbing, that,
namely, of our own'existence. It is thus that concepts
which seem most abstract and innocuous when first encoun-
tered hide within themselves the seeds éf the most terri-
fying practical consequences.

Contrary to our first impressions, then, it would
seem that the consideration of negation deserves to be
approached with the respect that is dus to every basic
problem of philosophy., In order to have a centrael theme
around which to orientate the manifold considerations that
are to arise in this study, we have chosen to discuss
negation in relation to human knowledge. This by mo
means restricts us to purely apistemological reflections,
but on the contrary, while giving a certain unity to our

outlook, it permits us to examine every facet of the
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problem. For the object of the humsn intellect, if taken
adequately, is being in all itsilatitude, and it is in

its épprcach to various‘cétegofies of this object that the
human intellect finds it necessary, for a variety of reasons,
to resort to negation. It is fof a different reason, for
example, that we must haﬁe recourse to negation in our
knowledge of sensible objects and in our knowledge of God.
And while in each case the necessity of negation is partly
due to the nature of our mind, the nature of the object

makes its contribution as well. This approach, consequently,

while relating all our considerations to human knowledge,
will oblige us to consider the value of negation in reality
quite apart from knowledge, and thus permit, and even de-

mand, a complete investigation of the question.
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This is the meaning of regl negation and negation
of the reason as made use of by St. Thomss. The term
"real negation™ is found in an altogether dif ferent

meaning in John of St. Thomas, according -to whom

g real'negation, that is, belonging to a real

subject, can negate something non-real; as:

man 1s not a chimera, nor is he a being of the

reagon; and the negation of these is true; ..."(88).
According to this interpretation, as long as the subject is
real the negation is a real negation, regardless of the
naturé of what is denied of this subject. For St. Thomas,
on the other hand, the negation is real provided it is the <:>
negation "of some real thing," and the reference is not at
all to the subject of which the negation is said. Each
interpretation is justified in meking use of the term
"real," but it is important to see on what this designation
falls,

It might seem out of place to introduce the notion

of a negation of the reason in treating of negation
"prout se habet in re," but the Justification of such a
consideration will be seen later in refutation of an
srroneous position which basically consists in allotting
to this type of negation a real value which it does not
deserve (89). At the same time our schema of negation
is made more complete, and we are now ready to broceed to (v)

the consideration of the masnner in which we know thess

manifold negations found in sensibls beings.
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a negation; We may consider it absolutely, as it is in
itself; and this must be a negative consideration, in
which the negation is taken simply in relation to the
form negated, as the absence of this form. Such would be
the consideration of "non-seeing," for example, if it
were taken by us merely as the absence of the ability to
see. (We may call this an absolute consideration (121) in
this context, although it is obviously relative to the form
negated. The term 'absolute' is here taken to mean a
consideration of a negation és a negation, and the only
way a negatipn can be thus considered is in relation to
the form of which it indicates the absence.) To consider
a negation in this way does not involve the formation of
any being of the reason. The negation is not considered
"per modum entis,"™ but precisely as a non-being. Nor
does this type of consideration involve any imperfection,
for although it considers negation in relation to a form,
it does not consider it as if 1t were itself a form; in
other words, it does not consider it as if it were what
it is not. It is in this way that God knows negations,
as we have already explained. God knows negations through
the opposed forms, but not "ad instar formae oppositas.™
The other way of conceiving negation is a positive

consideration, by which we conceive the negation as if it




weére something positive, a form inherent in a subject.
When we thus consider a negation "ad instar entis,™ we
conceive it not absolutely,.but relatively and compara-
tively(122). We conceive it as if it were what it is

not. This obviously implies imperfection, and that is why
God cannot be said to form such beings of the reason. He
knows beings of the reason "ut quae," insofar as He knows
the ones we form, but He could never be said to form those
beings of the reason which by their very nature are in-

dicative of the imperfect apprehension of an object (123).




