12 Mars, 1943.

Dear Dr. Klateenbouncer Sponsaque;

. If the Thomist did not publish the second part
of your thesis, 1t would be catastrophy qunedam. However,
possibly the present editors do not know there is a suite.
They keep shifting around. Also, I have not yot sent them
the second part, because Dionne has been learning a lot of
logic,and before sending 4it, I want him to go over it again.
This we will do promptly enoush. You know the way we do
things.

1 know Just how you feel after readinz those
#alleys. My two books will come out as soon as it damn
pleases the nrinters, which means another counla of weeks,
I'm afraid. Dante forgot to describe the fate of authors
in hell: to read and reread their own works in saecula
saeculorum. E

_ I hove you realize your responsibility in
writing that review. You will elither have to eay the
whole truth or shut up. I think you should say it. If the
Thonist refuses to v»rint it, ve will. We have a saerious
responsibility. Thomism 1s going completely to the dogs.
Parent hsg ordered the book. 1I'1ll help you. Your cri-
ticism must be absolutely to the point. You will have to
glve determinate reasons, and not Just take attitudes.
Send me your remarks as soon as you can get them down
on paper. -

Adler wrote me recently. Quote:"I am sending
you under senarats cover a renrint of an article I have
recently written. I hope this doesn't give you vertigo. .
I alnost decided not to send it you because of uy affection
for you. I really don't wanbt teo make you unhanny, and
I fear this article of mime will. If you want to throw
it In the can in anger and disgut and never nention it to
me agaln, 1 shall fully understand. I will still think
you are wrong, but I also annreciate the wealmesses of
the flesh."®




Jean, have you still got the outline you made
for the chapter I was to write in that Rrennan book?
If you do, could you send a cony?

. Did you ask me how 1 fesl? Swell. Txcent for
my acute trombosla of the scorpax; my titilitis of the
unner clavicle just below the semicolon; my hynertension
of the duodenal spire. You may well feel sorry. However,
the doctor ( Dr. Schmalzengruber, specialist in gutsology)
says I may survive. The rest of the family is suffering

from a slight case of trivle pneunonia. Hothins to
worry about.

Dr. Pico della Coca-Cola
Honorary member of the
International) Academy for
the advancemsnt of Progreas.




AQUINAS COLLEGE

69 Ransom Ave., N.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan

CABINET DU DRAWERS March 17, 1943.

~-Since neither of us is Irish,

no special comment needed; tho

Pat was a saint before he was Irish.

Dear Sir: s
. You could hgve knocked me over with a fender when I got
such a speedy reply from you, You can still knock me over with a gdndamentum
in re for answering so promptly. But anything can happen these days.

_ I wrote the Thomist that you would be sending on the rest

of the mess in due time. In answer to my request to include an intro-
ductory note on the work being done at Iaval, they said that it was
contrary to the policy of the magazine (I wasn't sure they had one) to
make acknowledgments for doctorate. work, but that they would include it
on the reprints, So I suppose that is that. I!'ll send you one of the
reprints as just another item to clutter up your library. .+  « L
gather that Herbert Schwartz is writing an answer to Mortimer's article
on God for the April issue, which I susnect will be a pretty thorough job
of laying him open and making him see that you have to have the faith and
be a theologian to understand St. Thomas, I hope Mortimer gets the point
before it is too late, Incidentally, I think that quotation from his
letter you enclosed to me is a particularly vicious bit., ' Ineffect, what
he is doing is making moralj judgments about you as if you were not
rectified with respect.to the truth, He ought to apply "weakgnesses of
the flesh" to himself first and observe what a stinking thing a human
being is without grace - it is bad enough with grace, Mortimer must be
succumbing wholly to the devil,

Fr, Egan of the The Thomist also wrote and asked if I
could have that review of Essays in Thomism done by May lst. iy answer
was that I didn't think so, implying that the writing of it was a
heavy. responsibility and that I wanted to do it when I had a few un~
broken days to sit on it. So I shall be glad for any comments you will
make, as I want to make the right points sharply. I don't see how 1
can deal with any particular essay in detail philosophically (Maritain's
alone would require a book), but it occurs to me at the moment that I can
make very specifie points all centering on thomisy going to the dogs and
illustrate them in terms of the essays written, I'll write you more on
this when I get at it seriously., What did you mean by your sentence "You
will have to give determinate reasons, and not just take attitudes™ - ?

The review will have to give determinate reasons all right, but the root

of the trouble is in their wills - not merely their lack of understanding
the tradition and especially St, Thomas - but their desire to express them-
selves, their phony originalism, their love of phony problems ete, This
other side of the picture seems to me precisely what Schwartz is bringing
out in the epilogue, and it is that the review should wltimately underline,

Continued best wishes and prayers to all of you, Zoe especially,
It might even be twins! . . ., Jean hasn't that outline - all she remembers
that the problem, whatever it was, started with Descartes, his definition of

motion., Better write before the 4¢ goes into effect. Yrs., Flunkowitz
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April 8, 1943,

Dear C.D.DekK:

As you may have heard by now, the first part of the
thesis has been postponed until the July issue of the Thomist. This
delay arose primarily in connection with getting permission from the
publishers of the Urban and Russell books to quote them at length,

I did not have a copy of the thesis on hand and had to guess at the
number of words I was quating from them when I wrote for permission.
Glibly and with unbelievable loss of memory I gave 300 words for each
and, on the basis of this estimate, secured the permission, and sent

it on to the Thomist, Well, it turned out that I had guoted ¥x¥xx Russell
to the extent of around 900 words and Urban over 1,5003 The Thomist
did not dare go ahead and print with such a discrepancy and, since time
had expired, the April issue is appearing without it, And yesterday

I wrote two sad letters to above publishers middly suggesting I had
made a somewhat bad guess. Now I suppose they will have to feel suf-
Ticently outraged to the extent. of a soothing tariff. And, furthermore,
the Thomist decided I had better get permission £xm for all the other
quotations in the stinking first part. Looks as though my hell for
writing has already commenced,

Fr. Belleperche has my other copy of the thesis, I have
written him to send me the last two sections (Parts III and IV) in case
any other unforeseen mess arises. The Thomist asked me to have you send
along that part as soon as you could for, even though it will not appear
until the October issue, they would like to print it and get ity ready
before the summer vacation. It occurs to me that I could send them the
carpon copy I'll be getting from Fr. Bs. On the other hand, there may be
coreections or emendations that need to be added, Let me know whether:
you want to have me send my copy or not. I expect to have it fairly soon
and, if anything should arise concerning it, I will now have a copy to
refer to,

It appears at present moment as though the army will get
serious about me at the end of May, scil., the end of the school year,
I have now been put in temporary deferment, and it expires then, This
being the case, I shall have to get busy on the "Essays in Thomism" re-
view, If you do have the time, but it would have to be fairly soon, I
would like to get your reaction and comment to at least thrse of the
essays, namely Maritain, Pegis, and Adler, At the present, I think my
introductory points will center on the ine¥itable fallacy there is in
xyprexeiing even planning end publishing anything such as "Essays in Thomism"
gince it is bound to make St., Thomas an end in the wrong way - making him
a source and principle in a way he was not even aware of himself. The
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whole approach and procedure is wrong., What can essays in thomism mean?
Either a mere presentation of the thought of St. Thomas (in which case

it would be better to read him himself). Or adherence to "thomistic
principies™ (but-there aren't any really, since principles come from

God either naturally, as in human reason, or supernaturally in revelation).
Or adherence to "thomistic philosophy" (which is not proper to philosophy
itself'; St. Thomas never adhered to "aristotelian" philosophy; he only
refers to the Philosopher because of the truth, etc. etc.}. Or as a
tribute to the "genius" of St, Thomas (vain and, surreptitiously or not,
idolatrous), .

There is a right sense of following St. Thomas but since I don't
think they observe it I shall make the point later, Now it seems to me
that two things happen: either they make St, Thomas an end and simply
repeat hing over less intelligently or, what is worse, they profess him
as an end (still wrong) but as a matter of fact exploit him as a means
to express themselves., It is this ldtter thing that I think Maritain,
Pegis, and Adler do, with their false problems and phony distinctions,
Now I think all three of them should be hit hard in their philosophical
analysis, and since I want to do this as well and as simply as possible,
anything you can do to help would be most appreciasted and necessary.
Obviously, any one of them would take a book to refute, but I am sure
that each can also be dealt with in a simple manner, showing at least
for any who want to see that they really don't understand St. Thomas and
Aristotle (which would be a telling blow on top of the first one made).,

For example, Maritain: I shall have to read this perhaps over
and over, since 1t is so obscure and full of phony distinctions, Maritain
writes philosophy like a frustrated poet, Does Maritain really admit
contingency? ("chance" is due to the "interference" of independent sets
of causes" etc,) The, chart on page 32 makes no sense to me. It just
isn't thopgistic or aristotelian; itts his own way of dealing with ne-
cessity and contingency.

Pegis: §$3! Constantly teying to make a stupid question seem im-
portant, His complete lack of understanding Plato or sAristotle; hence
also of St, Thomas, What's all this fuss about "existential metaphysics"
that the Greeks are supposed to have missed? All this phony stuff evidently
stems from Gilson which these Torontoites have lapped up., And the fallacy
of "Christian" philosophy. And Adler, after paying lip service to St.
Thomas, throws him out as a theologian and proceeds to wreck the order
of the Summa.,.

The task of writing a review of this and most of the rest seems
almost impossible. I mean, the degeneracy of the whole thing has got to
be brought out and, at the same time, analytically, philosophically.
And also, too, with relative brevity and clarity. Hence 1f you can help
me any, at least by way of suggesting outline of procedure, major fallscies,
ete., I shall be most grateful, Most of the stuff in the book should re-
ceive the right kind of lashing, not only their explicit thought and abortiv

"thomism", but their self-idolatry as well,

What new De Koninck is there? My best to all, Tell M, le Parent,
J'11 pay up soon for the last two JST books, but he better consult you befor
sending more in case I go in the army. Je




May 27 1943,

Dear Jacob Uxoraque:

The second part of your thesis has not yet been
forwarded to the Thomist,but wilil be shortly,as soon as
we get through with the exams here. Hold your own copy,
because some sliight changes will be suggested Nothing
substantial though. .

Your review will not do. You must make the whole
thing converge around the definition of casual and -
fortuitous events. Their cause,chance and fortune, =@xm is
indeterminate. That is the whole point. Then the important

gquestion: are all chance events reducible to a determinate |

cause intrinsic to the universe? I so,then they are but
relatively casual,and there would be no particular questic
about how God knows them. As to the initial paragraph

of M.article:its position is purely suarezian. But 1tll
show you this in a note I'll send you one of these days.
Right now I haven't the time. Did you know that that artic
is but the translation of the one which appears@ed in the

. Angelicum several years ago? I'm sending you a coppy

- of the French text.

My book Fgo Sapientia is ready. Parent will send you
a copy. It's a second print.The first was so bad,we refus:
it. That expnains the delay. As to the Bien Commun,Father
Belperch is.already busy on a translation,but I'm sure
he would appreciate Jean's help. I have so far not been
informed of any reaction to the book. There will &ither
be none,or it will be violent. Did you read the Cardinal': |
preface carefully?

I'm having the secretary keep pushing your letter
under my nose to bother my conscience and compel me to
answer it as soon as possible.

Affectionately

Scromp Boltz.




Mey ?l y 1943,

Deér Charles:

: Thanks very much for sending me your "de la primatte du
bien commun”, I have not yet read it directly myself, but Jean has been
doing so faithfully and hds read, in her marvelously free rendition from
French, many of -the passages to me., Thank heavens we can get some things

like this instead of most of the stuff we have, You have recognized the

bractical need of the time in publishing something on the common good,

I think there is slso a practical need in its being published "in English
to insure the reading it should have in this country., Jean has suggested.
she would like to translate it and, if I am around, I could assist her,
She knows Mr. Sheed well of Sheed & Ward and perhaps it could be published
through them. Or perhaps the Thomist would went to publish it, This, of
course, depends on you and your publisher., You could best translate it
yourself but it may be a question of time, If you think the idea is
worth anything at all, let us know, Jean could do it during the summer
and send it on to you for revision,

No further word on my draft status, the temporary deferment
of which expires today. I am very likely to hear something very soon now,
I hope I can still teach the summer session here, a&s we have quite a program
laid out, with Schwartz coming and two Dominicans, Frs. Arneault and
Donovan., How did you like Herbert's article in the Thomist? I thought
it was masterfully done, thoroughly objective and to the precise point,
Your article on the Blessed Virgin was timely; I have had occasion to
refer people to it (three or four priests and a monsighor) already.

Have you sent the rest of "The Problem of Meaningy to the
Thomist? I now have my carbon copy of it back from Fr, Belleperche, Any
suggestions or remarks with respect to the last section? I have not 1looked
it over as yet. Undoubtedly, after a couple years there may be things I
wouldswant to change; still too muhh alteration, especially if you have
sent the copy you have, would only be confusing, Let me know, though,
if you have sent it in orvif you want me to send in my carvon copy, as the
Thomist wants it fairly soon.

I have been working off and on on the review on "Essays in
Thomism" writing independent reviews of most of the articles, Now that
the school year here has ended, I shall get to work more seriously on it.
I have a dfaft on the Maritain article that I am going to write here for you,
and if you have the time I wish you would let me know whether it covers
the matter adequately. The opening paragraph may have to be changed to fit
in wherever it appears in the article itself, Here is the way it runs now:

L RN N NN N ]

The essay of M, Maritain, entitled "Reflections on Necessity
and Contingency" appears to be based upon St. Thomas and to offer an ex-
pPlanation of necessity and contingency. Actually, neither occurs. The




references to St. Thos. on the matter are not adequate, and what references
are used are not employed with the understanding of the matter that they
have in St. Thos. The essay fails by way of explanation, since contingency,
at least as understood of things below man, is not clearly distinguished
from necessity and is, in fact, denied to exist in any real way,

This can be seen from the opening remarks of the essay:
(opening paragraph on bee, rose etec,)

But if the event takes place the way M. Maritain describes it,
the event simply cannot help taking place and therefore in no way is
contingent. Yor-since the bee or rose is not a free agent, everything
. which befalls them is determined, But that which is determined in the
manner M. Maritain describes 1t cannot then not be, And since the
contingency is that which really can not be, as M. Maritain himself says,
therefore this event is not cmntingent. The corollary which follows in
the opening paragraph confirms the denial of objective contingeney in
this event, For a divine intellect, knowing absolutely "all the ingredients-
of which the world is made" would understand this event as an "infallibly
or necessarily determined event." And so when the problem is¢ thus stated,
there can be only one answer to the question: how can we call this event
contingent? This answer is that it is impossible for it to be contingent.

Nothing which follows in the essay changes this initial point,
The complicated and confusing distinctions which do follow, aside from
being unrelated to any exposition of St., Thomas, only reiterate the
- impossibility of events in nature being contingent in any real sense of
the term. Since the essay as a whole suffers from xkm an initial com~
fusion on contingency itself, and since comment in & review must bve
limited in extent, it will be necessary to deal with this point alone,
indicating particularly in what way it departs from Aristotle and St. Thos.

The contingent is¥ defined in general as that which can not be
as distinguished from the necessary which is that which cannot not be.
M, Maritain also empldys these definitions. However, he adds: "in other
words, a thing is necessary when it cannot be prevented, contingent when
it can be prevented.," This addition, however, is extrinsic and misleading,
as St, Thomas points out in the Per. I, 1. 14, n., 8 in commenting on the
Stoics who likewise explained the necessary and the contingent, Such an
explanation is "ab extrinseco et quasi per accidens: non enim idea aliquid
est necessarium, quia non habet impedimentum, sed quia est necessarium,
ideo impedimentum habere non potest,.," Similarly it is extrinsic to con-
tingency that it can be prevented, :

Again, St. Thomas: "Secundum etiem quod quidem definieriunt esse
necessarium, quod non habet impedimentum; contingens vero sicut frequenter,
quod potest impedire in paueioribus, Sed hoc¢ irrationabile est. Necessariun
dicitur quod in sui natura habet quod non possit non esse; contingens autem
ut frequenter, quod possit non esse, Natura enim non parat impedimentum
ei quod non potest non esse; quia esset superfluum." (Phy. II, 1. 8, n. 4)
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As 5t, Thomas makes clear in Per. I, l. 13, n. 9, there are three kinds

of contingent events: those which happen ut in paucioribus - (chance & fortune),
those which se habent ad utrumlibet (choice), and those which arise ut in
pluribus (the normal). M. Maritain, in one place in his essay, also seems

to be making this threefold distinction of contingeney. Having distinguished
the contingency of the feee agent in the beginninz of the essay, he later
gives examples of what would appear to be the other two kinds. But the
explanation of these examples show again that any contingency apart from
choice is in reality denied. Thus, he calls a bird falling from the nest

ng purely fortuitous or chance event" and his explanation of it is that it

.1s "due simply to the interference of a number of independent sets of -
causes,." What does this mean? If there are "independent sets of causes"
then everything in such series of causes is determined to happen and, if
so determined, must come to pass. But then how could there be "ihterference"?
Certainlybnot in virtue of anything in the independent sets of causes
themselves. Consequently, the "interference" (for M. Maritain, the essence
of contingency) can only be extrinsic to such independent sets of causes and
to the event itself., But if contingency occurs only by such "interference"”
then such contingency would always be violence, Therefore,Q%%Swgyegg ngglg;,a;
is not properly nor naturally nor intrinsically contingent,\.'M 3 no€JM. 27
Maritain's real difficulty here in supposing that cont ingency cen be
explained as though it were determinate and fully intelligible? Yet if
contingency means that which can not be, can we, in explaining it, say
determinately what it is due to? M. Maritain seems to went contingency
determinately happening with an "interference" occurring to save the
appearance of contingency, although even the "interference" must also
be determined, This ignores the essential indetermination that must
be present in any contingency. ‘

That contingency, for M. Maritain, remains extrinsic to physical things
and events and therefore does not exist below the level of free agents is
made clear in the following statement: (first two sentences of last par. on
Pe 29)...Thus his contingency only applies either in the sense that a free
agent could interfere with these determined series of events or that there
could have been different original determinations in the beginning of the
world. In the one case, the contingency of physical nature, if possible,
is violence; in the other, it is only a logical possibility,

A1l of this is quite opposed to what the case really is and to the
teaching of St. Thomas, which M. Maritain professes to follow. To say that
things occur contingently - whether ut in pluribus or ut in paucioribus - if
it is to be significant at all, must mean that at any given instant concerning
particular things, what comes to pass need not come to pass - and this from
the very nature of things at that instant. When a certain bee visits a certain
rose at a certain instant of time, this 1s an event not wholly determined to
pass at eny time prior to it. It is true that not everything is contingent
about the event (for example, bees by their nature must gather nectar from
flowers), But that this bee visit this rose at this time is an event not
wholly determined by the ®xmmkx antecedents nor by the rose or bee themselves.,
The causes of the bee visiting the rose at 2:10 are indeterminate since at
any time prior a real potency exists for it not visiting the rose then.
Wherein arises this objective element of indetermination as to what happens?
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From the nmature of things themselves, since they are composites of prime

matter and form. FPrime matter itself is pure potency whose indetermination

is never exhausted by form. It 1s such a combination of pure indetermination

and determination which gives both the necessity and contingency peculiarly

characteristic of a material, mobile universe, - As St, Thomas says, with

respect to Aristotle' "Assignat enin ratlonem_poa51bilitatis et contingentiae,

in his quidem quae sunt a nobis ex eo quod sumus consilistivi, in aliis autem

ex eo quod materia est in potentia at utrumque oupositorum." (Per I, 1. 14 n. 8)
. If there is any difficultx,in admitting the existence of contingency

.in the order of nature, perhaps it really arises only in relation to divine

providence. For since divine providence cannot fail, it would seem that

things in themselves could not remain jndetermined with respect to what is

to happen. Yet there is no more real difficulty here than in the relation

of providence to the contingency of the free will, TFor the-causality of

God and the angels with respect to the material universe is precisely parallel

to the causality of God in relationf to the free will; in each the intrinsic

contingency remains., In fact, it is befitting that contingency belong to

the order of providence: "Ad divinam igitur providentiam pertinet non solum

quod faciat hoc ens, sed quod det ei. contingentiam vel neceseitatem. (Meta,

VI 1. 3, N, 1220)0 - :

-
-

Nor does. God's knowledge suffer thereby. The visit of the bee to that
rose at that particular instant would #hot appear to God's providential kmow-
ledge "as an infallibly or necessarily determined event.,' He does not know
as one who surveys all the factors involved in the world or in comprehending
the initial placements of all the historieal series, for, given the objective
indetermination and obscurity proper to matter, no intellect could foresee
the develomment of things and events in their particularity since there is
no such determination nor intelligibility existent. God knows asyf creator
and in the light of eternity. In this perspective, he knows infallibly what
will happen., But what He knows infaliibly to happen need not be determined
by necessity. What takes place infallibly is not the same as what takes place |
necessarily, For just as the will moves infallibly with grace, though not ,
necessarily, so events of themselves take plece infallibly in the providential
order, yet happen contingently. And in this way we depend even more upon
God when we realize and recognize the contingency so intimately connected
with ourselves and with a material universe, For it is only in the providential
ordering we shall find the determination that by nature is lacxing in ourselves
and in things.

As St, Thomas explains: "Sicut autem differentiae entis possibile et - -
necessarium; et ideo ex ipsa voluntate divina originantur necessitas et con-
tingentia in rebus et distinctio utriusque secundum rationem proximorum causarun
ad effectus enim quos voluitl necessarios esse, disposult causas necessarias;
ad effectus autem, quos voluit esse contingentes, ordinavit causas contingenter
agentes, idest potentes deficere, Lt secundum harum conditionem causarum
effectus dicuntur vel necessaril vel contingentes, quamvis omnes dependeant
a voluntate divina, sicut a prima causa, quae transcendit ordinem necessitas
et contingentiae.” (Per. I, l. 14, n. 22),

..,;. (over)




Even in writing this over to you, I have changed it samewhat,

It can also be _smoothed out and reduced somewhat in length, But would
you say the right points are being made and that it is put in a manner
that expresses. it best? Anything important omitted or smmething falsely
put or not clear? I think Maritain's real difficulty is 1) thinking
contingency can be explained determinately and clearly = which point
can be made sharper - 2) and denying it really to exist because of
- apparent difficulties in relation to the providential order, which is
- why the last point is made, The general difficulty is, of course, his
not understanding Aristotle & St. Thos in the Physics and Per., but I
think the two reasons I give help to explain why he does not, or maybe
does not even want to.

If you have time to write me anything on this in the next week or
ten days, address it here -~ 224 Union Ave. S. E., After June 5th, I do
not think we shall be in this apartment, in which case addressing me at
Aquinas College or at my old home address - 706 Madison Ave, S. E.
(Given the contingency of my present circumstances, we are thihking of
moving into part of the college.which can be converted into something in
the way of an apartment, Will let you know what. happens on this later),

The best to you and all the De Konincks,

. Critzenheimer, -
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Lo A few words, at least, to let you know I am still surviving the
impact of being an enlisted-man in this American army. I have been with
this present outfit for about the past two months, contributing magnifi-
cently by way of general clerical work in the squadron headquarters.

Net » incidentally, work calculated to exalt one, yet I suppose I should
be thankful I am no% holding down & fox-hole somewhere. I shall

probably be here for an indefinite while. . . I also write editerials
and a tolumn for the air base newspaper one day a week, giving me a
chance at times to make doctrinal points even if, perforce, somewhat
disguised.

I have been very fortunate in meeting and knowing the chaplain
attached here, a Fr. Thomas Hanlon from Chicago and now in the Air Corps
branch of the service as a captain. He is very Irish, very warm in a
friendly way, and wonderfully (while still lipghtly) concerned over the
spiritusl needs of the men under his care., One evening & week we have
a smell group which meets to discuss doctrine in terms of reading and
understending scripture, which is very good for all of us. . . . I have
also becone, as it were, an organist, playing both for the masses out
hers at the base chapel as well as for the mission church in town.

I tnust this doesn't affect your aesthetic taste too much! But I am
even learning to chant, when the occasion arises.

The situation thus being generally what it is, I have had Jean
come down here to stay with me. We have & room in town, which is nice as
rooms ago, suffering only in that Postfively No Cooking Allowed Absolutely,
etc., and that we have to share the bathroom with another couple (not,
of course, simultaneously, although it verges on that at times.) This
feature adds a Flemish touch .in an otherwise very southern atmosphere.

In & town of 17,000, we are probably lucky to have a room that is ego near
the center of town and I am also fortunate in being able to go in every
nisht, leavins here shortly after five and notﬁ.having to return until
about 8 in the morning. The addition of this civilian luster to the mil-
itery life is not displeasing.

How are you? stc. 4nd Zoe. And all the others? I'll miss
Gusbec more than ever now that I am in a sweltering, non-Catholic state.
It is already as hot as blazes here. We've been wearing summer clothing
since the middle of March. How did your trip to Mexico turn out? That
sounded very zood. vhy don't you write some fime, orthave I owed you a
latter? The world is everything which is the cese. I am in an outfit
where advencements or ratings appear frozen and I'll probebly remain in
tnie rigid state for the duration, although, agein, I may be among those
frolicking in Europe or the South Pacific. How is'1'abbe Parent? Do you
still eat blood ssusage without marmalade? I miss teaching but, providen=-
tially, I think I see why I em needing army life and why St. Thomes so often

uses the army as an example of the common good, order, dkscipline, stc.




Although the%'army remaing, for the most
brogght up American individualists,

is not the case,

I am supposed to be en

brush off for now.

A

gaged in active dy
Jean sends her best to all of yo
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part, & collection of badly
The world is not everything which
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HEADQUARTERS
OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN
DALE MABRY FIELD '
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

CABINET DU SEWING MACHINE

Oct. 10, 1945,
St. Louis Betrand O.P,

‘- . -
-

Cher tion Charles,

We proceed at- once to the first objection, secil,,
the Questionnaire from the N.C.W.C, I admit directly i% is more or
less a farce, although I never foresaw it would be the necessary stick
of dynamite to get a few words out of you., Anyway, I had ef furlough
last month and whilst in Washington (in fact in the company of Natalie)
I dropped down to the N.C.¥.C. place partly out of curiosity wilch led
me to the morbidity of making an application for teaching through the:
place, .o R

I have heard from Fr. O'Donnell (wish I could remember
him; all I know iz T must have met him at that obscure river in Canada
where you were loafing one summer). He wrote me a very nice letter,

And just previously, as you know, Fr. Belleperche had written along
identical lines for Detroit, saying all I had to do was to write the
dean there (whom I know well) for an offer. Faced with this sudden
outpouring, I am not doing anything immediately. I have just recently
answered Fr, 0(Donnell's letter and, without committing myself definitely,
I let him know that I would like to come to St. Thomas. I suggested holding
it for a counle months, The reason for this ig primarily that I am still
defending Uncle Sam and do not see any prospect for discharge until at
least winter, perhaps later., At the end of a counle months, I may know
about when I will be a free man again and whether, for example, I would be
out in time to go, say, to St. Paul by the end of February, when a term
starts. From all this you may. gather that if anything at all satisfactory
works out, I would go to St. Thomas rather than Detroit, for all the

. evident reasons, although there are scme secondary advantages at Detroit
(though outweighed, so to speek, jesuitically). Finally, something else
might turn up so I did not see anything to gain in deciding too hastily.
« « o Bub T had been thinking of St. Thomas anyway before all this started,
and I appreclate what you have done there for me,

I wrote a review for The Thomist during the hot, sweltering,
hunid summer of Florida. Don $turzo's "Iner Laws of Society,® I did not do
it with a great deal of relish due to 1) Florida and 2) Sturzoian style.

At one point I thought of describing the book as "noth-saten® which woubd have
been literally true as Florida moths were devouring the book so rapidly that
T hed to force my humid brain to sweat out something which, complicated by this

so=called two year sabbatical leave, required a certain amount of effort.
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I tried to point out the good in the book, but rested the review
otherwise on two critical points: 1) the primacy of the common good,
» (denied by Sturzo), and 2) the relatlon of sociology to other
“disciplines, particularly to theology. If the review is published,
"I trust you will find the common good thing adequate for the purpose
there as I gather yjou have been engaged in some disputiag sbout it .uc
igodedeny, among others, my. anclent enemy, Pere Eschmann,

Why I should write you such a long letter as this ﬁhén
I get such miserable tid-bits from you, I just don't know. But,
as has been well pointed out before, the world 1s everything whlch

is so base.
The chaplain (whose assistant I am) is a Jesuit,

I am grateful that for the past year and more I have been
able to serve as a chaplain's assistant otherwise, within current
army air force procedures and methods, I might have gone stark, raving mad.
4s it is, through a combination of things, notably humidity, I have
learned a little humility. :

How are you all now? I never have any idea of the number,
Does Thomas still remember me and my faultless French? Et artur,
et Dominique, et Godeleva? (I never could spell that). 4nd dear Zoe who
understood me (and my stomach) as few if any ever have. o « o I
suppose you are still around too.

I hope to get'to Quebec = possibly next summer if I can make
proper use of G.I, bill of rights provisions., After this much time in
*lorida, I deserve a Quebec outing.

Jean is fine. For a while she worked out here in the ordnance
office and did more military service than I did, Now she is currently
engaged as housekeeper for the priest in town and, somewhat strange to
say, 1s becoming a cook, She made saurbraten (I'll translate that for
you sometime) the other night which was very good. On the other hand, she
made some buscults ons night and the table actually collapsed and fell
apart, The flesh was indeed willing but the buscuits were not weak.

I haven't seen snow for two years. A young Franciscan at Ste.
Bonaventure's wrote something on gemantics secupdum Scotus and arrives at
a position contrary. « « I was really shocked to hear of the death of

Fr., Hammang.

Love to all of you,




@ollege of 3t. Thomus
St. Paul 1, Mivmesota

Tuesday of Holy Week

Dear Zauberflote,

- _This is only to-add a footnote or two to your
.visit here and to welcome you back to quebec., How I can welcome
you back to Quebec, I don't quite see, but it sounded nice so
I thought I would say it. -

We enjoyed all the time you were here, even when
you ate dinner down here. e still have dogs in the ice box,
You seem to be degenerating into a normal eater,

The talk you gave at the seminary on the angels
was oneé of the best I ever heard you give, and I thought I
would say so simply and appreciatively, without adding anything
that could possibly detract from it., TFor instance, I could say
it was due in large measure to your having had dinner with us,
but I shall not say this, Nor would I even suggest that by a
happy sequence of chance events somehow an excellent talk-
appeared. No, I shall not,say such things. For it really was
not a bad talk. I do not mean to imply that I had expected a
bad talk. No, I would not say such a thing., Really, it could
have been worse, I just thought I would tell you this simply.

Sometime, perhaps in the dim future, I would ap-
preciate your dropping me just & few lines on suggestions you
might have for the course in -modern philosophy here. You know
something of the set-up here. The students taking the course
would have to have completed Intro. to ueta, I am bearing in
mind points you made in your talk on Phil. end the Common Citizen,
and I would like to give them the most useful course in modern
philosophy possible. I think the general point is to take only
two or three modern philosophers and do#jj$ them well and thoroughly.
The students should be developed to read them critically and relate
them to the present situation. My present impression is to take,
say, Descwrtes - Hume - Kant; remember that a course in Marxism is
to follow it, and I should think Hegel would fit in better in the
course on Marxism. Such students in these courses would be a bit
better than the usual lot and interested enough to elect the course,
Hence, anything you can suggest by way of approach, content, and
number & species of philosophers to realize as useful a course as
possivle in modern philosophy, I stall appreciate knowing, - And
the course in advance logic (two semesters) should be based solidly
on the Posterior apalytics, nicht wahr? (German),

It was very good to see you again, Charles. Please give
our love to Zoe (does she remember me? I was the one who beat her in
ping pong). Love and prayers,

in St. Dominie,
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@ollege of Bt. Thomas
St. Poud 1, Miroesota

May 28, 1947
Wednesday in Pentecost

Dear Charles, .

I would appréciate any suggestions you could make on the fol-

: lowiﬁgﬂnatter, if you have the time.

) There aTe four.departments of social science at this college:
history, ‘political science, sociology, economics. At the present time, a
student can choose twelve hours (four courses) in one or any of these
fields.

This unsatisfactory arrangement was the starting point for
a plan I suggested a while back proposing that four "basic courses " in
each of these fields be given and that these four introductory courses
be required specifically of all students. (This is related to the talk I
suggested you give to the faculty when you-were here, as you probably Temember) .

My real purpose in proposing the plan was to relate these
subjects more to philosophy and particularly to theology (by way of using
the truths of the Faith to manifest the .intelligibility of each field - and
thus, quite simply, make the college more a Catholic liberal arts college).

, T now find myself directing a committee of eight men - twp
from each of the departments, plus the head of the religion départment - to
try to work out what such basic, introduetory courses would consist in.

I should say that only two or three of the total are disposed to see the
program and likewise that two or three are quite indisposed to develop such
a program, o

My immediate job is to present a rather broad outline for
the subject matter of these courses. And I would appreciate some aid and
comment from you on such an outline. The matter is very important, and I
want to do all I can to realize such a program, which will not be an easy
job, all things considered. So I will be grateful if you can make any sug-
gestions somewhere within the next month (note time element; you don't have
anything to do between spring session and summer session anyhow})

T expect to construet this initial, general, brief outiine on
the following major points:

I. Preliminary defihition and understanding of the particular
social science and its subject matter; brief comparison with the other social
sciences.,

II. Relation of the particular social science to philosophy

(particularly to the major principles of ethics and polities). Brief consideration
of how the particular social science is a concretion of philosophical principles;
mutual beneficial relation of each to the other,
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o III. Relation of the particular social science to theology
and the truths of the Faith; how the Faith is the rule or directing principle
of these social sciences in the sense of theology in its sapiential role;
how a person with a grasp of theology can give more intelligibility to any
of the social sciences; illustration of how students can realize Catholic
principles in these sciences . . . etc. Section III is the real reason
for the plan. :

IV. 4 broad "survey" of the field for the introductory student,
manifesting II end III more, as well as giving a scientific, initial grasp
of each fields (This section is to be developed by each department concerned) .,

Although each of the sciences differs more or less, I think =
general outline can be made for all of them at once, It is to be g guide
for working out gradually an outline for each basic course, What Iwould
specifically appreciate from you is suggestions as to what such a general
inclusive outline should contain - or a rough draft of such an outline
yourself, I am going to try and make it an outline of only two or three
pages, if that can be done. It will then be developed in committee
meetings,

How are you?

One other item while I am about it, and as long as you are
having the privilege of hearing from me. You remember my wife, Jean,
Can you recall what her academic status is at Laval? She departed there
around June of 1942 with the courses completed for a licentiate; she had
yet to write a thesis (on English philosophers) and pasm her oral compre-
hensive. It might be advisable (and again it might not) for her to finish
that off. She remarked that there was something like a five year deadline
on when one could finish that up, Is that correect? If so, that would ex-
pire sometime this year, and might eliminate the whole thing, Anyhow, could
you let me know in a few pungent sentences what the situation is in case
anything might be done? I realize it would mean a trip to Laval for her.
That might be a possibility & year from thiks summer. Woudd that be too late?
Would anything be too late? What is it to be late? Is it better to be
late than later? What have you been doing lately? :

Please remember me to dear Zoe., But don't bother to remember
me to Charles, In some respecgs, he reminds me of you, and I occasionally
confuse the two. You really aren't such a bad sort when one considers you,
in dem Grund - but Charles - - -} And say he%lo to De Koninck for me too;

I remember him so well as one who liked blood sausage smeared with marmslade,

I forggt who you are now, but anyway,

Ever thine,

s




(ﬂnﬂege of St. Thomas

St. Paul 1, Minnesota
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

May 15, 1949

Dear Charles,

_ ‘Ybu may recall me, I was a youth whom you
knew a decade ago whilst pursuing avidly the concept of non-
being and its transcendentals. How is Zoe - to raise a matter
of vital and primary interest? "And all the children (to use
this phrase as the direct opposite of the null class?) Even,
how are you?

As you know by now, we were able to get the next
meeting of the Am, Cath, Phl. Ass, to take place here at St.
Paul next year - #pril 11 & 12, 1950, Through Ray, who s.w you
in Washington, I have learned that you are not unapproachable
{to speak rhetorically) to the extent 'you could be prevailed
upon 1) to attend the meeting here next year, and 2) to give

‘a paper at one of the sessions. As the local chairmen for the
convention here next year, I have just written Fr, Hart on a
matter or two pertaining to the convention next year and I also
included the laudatory desirability (though not expressed quite
that way) of having you on the program, This is to warn you that
such a gesture may not be not forthcoming.

" The College next year is also planning reguder
convocations and, in connection with this, each department is
assigned at least one convocation to propagate its view-of-the~
world., We are given a convocation date of April 14 (Friday of
the week of the convention) to propagate, and so far as I know
in relation to the devious movements of the College Administration,
you can be our speaker for us at that convocation, thus tying in
a lecture with the convention, and perhaps others round about.

Jean and I would not be altogether opposed to
your staying with us any or all of the time you are here forg
the convention and/or the succeeding convocation lecture. I
hasten to add that we have recently moved out of the “hut", hence
the shudder you are momentarily experiencing can be eliminated.
Wie have an upper duplex now with (comparatively speaking) ample
room only one short block from the college campus, Why not take
this occasion to perfect yourself?

You are no doubt not unawaré of recent correspondence
with Msgr. Parent concerning the desirability of Jean's securing her
master's degree (probably in the letters). I hope something can be
worked out, as she has been teaching about one course a year at St.
Catherine's and they would prefer her having a master's,

Love from both of us to all of you, :




Qlﬁllege of 3t. Thomas
St. Paul 1, Minnesata

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

June 20, 1949

Dear Charles,

Thanks for your letter about Jean, the degree, and
her translating the first seven lessons of the Perihermeneias with
the additYon of an introduction, She took out today my Leonine
edition of the Summa, methodically proceeded to work, and very shortly
after succumbed to the afternoon heat by falling on the bed 1l ike a
stricken ox., However, I do not think this will be the usual procedure.
Ag a matter of fact, she is in good shape to do this translation as she
has been teaching a course in Virgil at St. Catherine's and has thus
warmed up her Latin considerably. She will write shortly to Andre
for a couple further details .

The following paragraph is confidential and (as we French-
speaking people say) entre nous., As I suppose you know, I have not gone
along too well with the president here. The chief issue between us has
been the type of teacher to secure in the Philosophy Department. He has
concluded that I would consider only a Laval trained man, which is not
really the case, but I have insisted upon taking men who were capable of
teaching the type of courses we have set up here, As acting chairmen, I have
ratzer consistently vetoed his suggestions; and he, as resident, mine.

(I should say I have been rather tactless in my procedure), When Fr, B,
Fiynn returned, it was assumed he would become chairman, but you know what
happened to that., Not so long ago, the president called in the three laymen
(Ray, Fred Flynn, and myself) and announced: 1) he had hoped to have a
priest as head of the department (with which I agree), and 2) until one is
found, he was instituting a rotational chairmanship and that as of next
September Ray would be acting chairman. My objection to this is not so

much the principle involved (although I think rotational chairmanships will
tend to take away control of the department from philosophers) as it is the
arbitrary way in which it was done, and the fact I have done considerable
extra work as an acting chairman with mm a full teaching load, no extra
compensation, and no acknowledgment of gratitude. (Incidentally, Fr. &
0'Donnell was not really in favor of this; he has always approved me
strongly). If it had not been so late in the year, I think I would have
folded my tent and departed. My reason for telling you is that I am
seriously thinking of leavig next year (a year from now) and so if you
happen to hear of some good operiing somewhere, I shall appreciate knowing it.
Aside from this issue with the president, everything has gone quite well
here and normally I would prefer staying., Events during the coming year

" will determine the matter definitely. I am so involved with the convention

coming here next year as well as with the regional group in philosophy
which we have started that there was nothing I could do about it now
(although earlier in the year I turned down two other offers, both
probably better than here).




October 26‘ 19,'"90

Dear Dr Stinkoff de la Bolbidre;

Pine, fine, fine. I'1l give the convocation talk:
I'11 read a paper at the convention; I have written to Tathar
WAML: T meditate multilocmtion: I'm g£lad Jean has finished
what you supposa 1s the firast draft of the translation of the
figtt seven lessons of the Ferihermeneias; and I'm also glad
that she sent them to André; and likewise 2lad that she also
tranalated the latin of Moerbeke and the Gresk of Aristotle
which,I too, think, should prove most helpfulj and I'm even
fladderder that you think it would be sood for Jean to 20 on
with the translation and get 41t published 2as a whole somewhare
and some time in the not too distant futyre: T too imepine it
would be very useful.,

In short, I'm glad as hell. How are you?

All the bollekes are well, including the original
Boezal., The latter greets you, .

7ith a wholly unreneonable amount of affaction,
T beg to remaln,

Yours starkly,

Ach won der Bust




LR . _
Uollege of St. Thomas
St. Paul 1, Minunesota

"  DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

November 20, 1949.

Dear Doyen du Cabinet:

I was most happy not only to learn that you
are so glad about so many things, but to get a notification at
all from you, You seem to be assuming what might almost be
regarded as civil characteristics; no doubt, sdwancing age 1is
mellowing you in these respects,

M RN R R BT D .
- e 2 5 s
Moo B
K] Cie v

In your burst of enthusiasm (quoddammodo) for
giving the convocation talk here Easter week, you neglected to
mention anything suggesting a title for the pg#f learned discourse
you will give our student body. Knowing you as I do, I realize
that a title to your address may only serve to confuse your
development and presentation, However, for the sake of appearances,
othera in the college may prefer the formality of your talk
having a title, and I await unbreathlessly this revelation from
you so that I can pass it on, which I shall be glad to do, to
the Committee on Extraordinary Affairs and Functions,

SOace TR el CaLth 6 16 LA S i e 42
- T K . %

The dates of the philosophy convention, of which
you probably haven't the faintest idea, are April 11, 12, 1950
(April generally comes after March), The date of your convocation
address to the College would be on Friday, April 14, at 10:30,
w54 |would you want to sandwich in St. Catherine's and the Seminary
';"'also? You could give the same talks there as here; no one would
guess it would wes¥ be the same,

Jean is in the throes of generating a few thin
concepts on the introduction for her translation. The difficulty is
that she is taking a couple courses in Educational Psychology now at
St. Catherine's which not only consumes her time but throws her in
such utter confusion she is unable to rivet her attention on anything o
even remotely suggesting logic. She will throw off this secondaryséjaﬂfnﬂf3} L
fever shortly, however, and should then bring forth something in the A
line of an introduction,

s s g ?f.---—"::._.r.-nv:gf lr;...tv:r‘f:“.:ﬂm*vw:wl‘.x“'ﬁ
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I miss Zoe. I haven't seen her for about ten years ?, : n.e 
(whereas I have seen you!) She always understood me - even down into o
my popcorn nature. Alas, now that I have an ulcer (which I probably £
got from you), I have passed those beautiful days. Why don't you
bring her along to St, Paul and make your trip here worth while for
all of us? Do Tommy, Artur, Dominique remember me? Do you remember me?
Will you remember to write the title of your talk someday? ‘ L
I am about to give four talks on "What is Good Musie?®  &w |
I expect to illustrate at the sle?h -
4 pilano., This is on the radio and ma 3
as famous as Red Skelton or Groucho Marx, This is the end. J v make me %fa TR L
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November 25, 1949,

8irs

" 1"thought you had written me on Wovember 9 th, under the

. ”‘:ﬂname of Anthony Chiuminatto, which might have been the trade-

' mark of some special brand of ravioli.

. I could speak on either of two sudjects: (a) "Our condi-
tion of subJect and the knowledge of good and evil®, or (b)

"The end of the family and the end of civil society". For

I submit, on the snclosed sheet, a 1ist of titles. for the

first subject. :

-You may choose either one of the two photographs. One
of them, however, is perheps o bit academic, with a slight
suggestion of days of plenty. The other was taken in Rome
a few wesks ago, dut it is not too clear and may not bes suit-
able for printing. If neither of the two proves satisfac-
tory, 1 might have one especially made ~— a rather discom-
forting prospect since it would oblige me to get = halr-cut.
‘some time before next April, vhereas I just get one only two
months ago.

It was moving to learn how well you have sounded my na=
ture. 'Yhen it comes to dates, I either forget tolthem dowm,
migplace or loose the booklet in which I had inscribed them,
My trip to Furope wvas a nightmare. I never knew when to go
vhere, Why? T Just told you. -

I'm willing to speak at St. Catherine's and at the Semi-
nary, in virtue. of the general principle "pecuniae odbediunt
omnia® (Liber %cclesiastes, 10. 19), Unfortunately, money
does not obay all things. ¥For instance, it does not odey
my desire to take Zod with me to St. Paul.

To you: sleep well, To Jean; progress 4n thickening
concepts.

Baldur von Stinkbom y O'Brien.
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@ollege of St. Thomas

St. Paul 1, Minnesota

DEPARTMENT OF ‘PHILOSOPHY

Feast of the Immaculate Conception.

Writé, Honorable Sir:

To get the record straight, which you hardly ever
do, there is a real person in the cosmos named Anthony Chiuminatto,
and I shudder to think if you wrote him under the tempting .
possibility it was I (note the nominative case),

I am moved, however, to write you to clarify (an
impossible ideal) for him two points, which you can communicate
soberly to him or non-soberly to me, scil,, your precise topic
for the convocation and your fee, 1 sense an overwhelming vote
of approval in our student body for the topic "The Candy Woman's
Revenge," but for academic purposes I ¥would suggest the one on
nThe End of the Family and the End of Civil Society" (implying,
as it does, The End to all Convocations). This, conceivably,
fould be shortened a bit in title, If this meets your approval,
you might communicate this to A. fhimmiwwxkm Chiuminatio.

Mirseh flugkt twivk scrapf tlemm - pflupf gwigtk -
klipft merwengetlopf tlik schmiergmentwallig y habloop-mon!

You might communicate the title, the fee, and perhaps
a photograph relatively soon to A. Chiuminatto or myself; it seems
the college would likg % publicize (why, I don't know) your
address, and also putguu% a géneral announcement of all speaskers
the second semester,

Although the penitential season will jusg be over,
we shall be glad to have you stay with us any or all of the time
you are here, You may find it tactful or diplomatic or something to
stay at Ireland Hall., I leave this, and other profound metaphysical
points to you.

I am currently giving & series of four talks on the
radio on "What is Good Music?" I would send you copies of the
talks, but I think it is too concrete for you. Theg,too, I recall
your abominable taste in music before you were privileged to meet me.
Have you had the elementgry decency to write to Fr. Hart anent your
appearance at the moxumeabicx convention? Jean will shortly warn
St. Catherine's of your impending presence in the Twin Cities,

To ging is to be. But, after all, am I? Ah, pigeons,
May then. Too soon; too late. Grip, grip, men!

All is well. Farewell,
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March 21, 1950

Dear Charles:

N This stationery is supposed to impress you and, while you are
being impressed, you can continue this letter and be further impressed, I had
this stationery drawn up by way of interesting local personages into coming _
to the convention - and especially the dinner session - and it seems to be having
at least a little effect. No doubt, the first morning session the Continental
Room will be jammed to the hilt to 1istéﬁ“to the "Ethical Aspects of the Natural
Law" wondering, whilst the learned disquisition is going on, what aspects, if any,
the natural lew has if not ethical. I daresay you will touch this profound point
somewhere, ' : '

This letter is written for & specific point, Jean and I would
like to have you and Bab$n have dinner at our place - if convenient etec, - on
Thursday of Easter week (April 13). We shall try to heve Fr, Belleperche here
also, but limit it to that. You will recall (if, in fact, you remember at all)
that the convention occurs ipril 11-12 (Tues & Wed) whereas you are not scheduled
for the convocation at the college until the following Friday. Conseguently, this
projected dinner date would occur at something of a midway point without crowding
you too ‘much., Hence if all this is tres agreeable (Fr) with you and Eugene, you
might drop a card and we shall plan accordingly; if inconvenient and you want some
other time - or not at all because of pressure of events - indiquez aussi (Fr).
Aber wir haben es gern wenn 8ie kommen k¥nnen (non-Fr; note polite form; have

someone translate it for you).

: Something of a blpw-up has been happening around here in relation to
the philosophy department (nothing new). At the ususl regular (monthly) faculty
meeting when, as our turn came, the Phil Dept. gave a presentetion of its aims etc.,
an element in the faculty (mostly.-from science dept.) presented us in a two-day
advance a list of questions (not too well phrased) that were primarily intended to
indicate disagreement and criticism and so on. Unfortunately, personal animosities
and wounded feelings played too much of a part beclouding the more important issues
involved (such as a right authority of St. Thomes, doctrinal courses vs, historical
and "persistent problems" approaches, misunderstandings about philosophy & science,
ete.) There are some faults on both sides - we have not been too good on the
practical order - they are simply awful on the theoretical arder and, alas, perhaps
offended on the practical order. That meeting ended in a recess with a motion before
the house to attempt to force us to eliminate a doctrinal course for a historical one.
Another meeting coming up in about ten days to carry om, but I think things will clear
up much better then and so far we are more than¥ holding our own, Puggations will have
eased the matter by the time you arrive. We shall be glad to see you; lemme know when

= & Now you're arriving and cam arrate’'tECHE¥EY Tou—if conventents F
]?P.. Jm!x..-\‘. Ql:.\"l'lilu.h, Chairman Fr. Esnesr Kinzer, O.S.R. SisTer M, Kevin, CS.J.
(.,.o]lc)gc-of St. Thomas St. John's University College of St. Catherine
St. Paul, Minn. Collegeville, Minn, St. Paul, Minn,
VirY REVEREND ‘Rl'[')OI.PH Baxpas R BrotHer Hucu Marrtiy, F.S.C. SisTer ENID SMITH, 0.S8.5.
Rccmr, St. Paul Seminary Saint Mary's College College of St. Benedict
St. Paul, Minn. Winona, Minn. St. Joseph, Minn.
\)lr:rw Reverenn V. R. I’Iumxr\', [ NIR S1sTER M. RacHarL, President Sister M. Ravaronn, O.S.B.
Prior, St. Peter Martyr Prinry College of St. Teresa College of St. Scholastica

Winona, Minn. Windna, Minn, -Duluth, Minn.




ollege of 3t. Thonas
Bt. Paul 1, Minnesots

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

January 31, 1951.

Sir:

. * I do not know why I should write you, for one should not
write to” scmecne unless someone writes to one, but this entails
communication of a kind, and if the one does not write to the some-
cne or the someone to the one, it does not seem as though there
would be any communication, assuming, of course, that there was
something to communicaste about in the first place, but this is

to beg the question at issue,

I have often thought, as I wnlked about in the ccld, clean
air of ¥innesota - where but a day ago the temperature was at a
brisk -32 - thd&t indeed the world is everything that is the case,
Take the case of you, for instance., Are you everything which is
the world? The bitter absurdity of everything becomes manifest once
we” clear away the outer debris and pierce the inner essence of things,

Jacob killed his daughter Ruth and is therefore ruthless.

Cain killed his brother because he was abel, I gave this
to a logic class, and a student pointed out that I had misspelled
Yabel.," I mention this in case you are in the same frame of mind,

A student was humming a song one day when he was trying
to draw a conclusion in 2 syllogism., I asked him what the name of
the song was, and he replied, "Ch, premiss me that someday you'll
be mine,"

A1]1 of this is very ridiculous because I have not taught
gic in two years. There are some who say that it is longer than that.

It may be of passing interest to you to know that I have

undergone a rare kind of alteratio. I have become a columnist in

- that paper nationally known in Minnesota as "The Wanderer.'" I am
discoursing on "The Good Life," relying heavily on introspection.

If a foomex friend is a friend of a friend and a brother is
a brother of a brother why isn't an uncle an uncle of an uncle?

e come now to the climax of this letter.

There rerains only one other point. Rumor hath it that you
may be visiting in these parts in 2 month or so. ‘e trust that you
will be able to break bread with us whilst you are here. We have
moved azain, We usually move cnce a year, We are even closer to the

college.
- . e
He! Dieu, si j'eusse estudie
Au temps de ma jeunesse fz&%;hgk&§§;¢£,—~

Does Zoe remember me?




@ollege of $t. Thomas
3t. Peod 1, Miroresots

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSQPHY

January 17, 1952

M. Charles DeKoninck
Ste.

Sirs.

I have been acquainted, through some vague
reference, that you may be in this area sometime during
the coming spring., We must, of course, all bear our
various misfortunes., Prompted in this way, I should
1ike to extend the hospitality of the house should you
be able to spend some time-in the Twin Cities - any or
part of the time, As you know, in the economy drive at
the College, outside speakers are not being brought in
this year; instead, speakers on the cqllege faculty are
talking instead. Eminent speakers some of them, no doubtj;
one of them, in racu, eminent and virtual both., But it
has occurred to me that you might want to spend some time
here and, if so, Jean and I now have ample room,

ror, you see, we bought a house. I should
speak more formally: we bought a house but a bank owns
the house and somewhere in the decades which stretch
ahead we may one day om it, It is located within
three blocks of the college., It has three bedrooms
and a tireplace, to mention the itmms which have more
or less a direct comnection with you.

Tt is too bad that Zoe is not making the lectures
but, as I have so well remarked above, we all have our
various misfortunes to eddure, May I assure you, at this
point, of a warm welcome should you be cominge.

Tell 4oe thét, alas, my popcorn days are over,
My stomach will no longer permit such extravagances.

Anyway - to the point summarily: you are most
welcome to anything heré from a cup of coffee on up.

In general, regards,

P ﬁ!:l.', ct LL
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April 21, 1952

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHA

Dear Charles:

-

- Alleluia,

-

. On my way back from the philosophy convention I
stopped in Chicago to see Mr. William A, Pullin, Assistant
Vice President of Prentice-Hall Inc., about my logic text.

The detzils of this matter will not particularly interest you
and this is perhaps not the plrce to dwell on the merits of
that projected text. :

Prentice-Hall, however, is seriously interested
in a series of texts in philosophy for Catholic schools (over=-
lapping into non-Catholic schools, for that matter). Mr. Pullin,
Mr. Howard Warrington, the Vice President, who was also present,
and I discussed such a series which would include the present one
in logic plus Philosophy of Nature, Psychology, Metaphysics,
Natural Theology, Moral Philosophy and History of Philosophy,.

I did not mention you By name (I was not sure I
had your consent to do so). I described you, however, in the
abstract and they are very anxious to get in touch with you.

The usual procedure is the following., The author
submits a provisional table of contents, a provisional preface,
indicating merits of the book and projected procedure, and a sample
chapter or two from any part of the book. TYou could follow this
procedure if you wished, .

»

My own suggestion is that you write directly to
Prentice-Hall indicating that you intend to write a text in Philosophy
of Nature, that you are interested in P-H as a publishing firm and
that I have mentioned the matter to you. From there on you and the
publishing firm can make your own arrangements and schedule,

I don't think I need to emphasize to you how important
I think this projecty is and how desirable it can be for you as well,
Prentice-Hall is a lively firm and will push your book energetically.
There is no doubt that the book will have an excellent sale once
it gets into circulation. I am qite =mkxe sure that you will get
handsome royalties once the book is going. And such a book is
desperately needed as you know.




@ollege of St. Thomas
S3t. Paud 1, Mivmesota

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSORHY
s o o 2

If you could aim for publication by September of 1953
it would be especizlly desirable both for yourself and everyone else,
I would like to suggest a way that this could be done. If you
could take off a month or two this summer, with nothing else to do,
and simply write out the text in a provisional form, you would have
six or eight months after that to polish it into shape. If you
could put vt such a tentative form by September, we could have it
mimeographed here at St. Thomas and give it a trial run in the
coming fall semester, <1his would be a great advantage for you as
a trial use of a projected text in actual class work i#sually suggests
certain things to be incorporated or omitted which otherwise would
not be foreseen, It would at least confirm the work of the text
itself, The text would not have to be very long - for example,
three hundred typewritten double space pages; a little longer if
you wished, We could help you out here with questicns and some
exercise work (which appeals to publishers and to teachers),

From all standpoints, such a text from you is a '"must,"
You owe it to the common good, to philosophy, to the common good,
to Zoe, to me, to Boomerklotz, and even to yourself to perform this
valuable task and to reap a pleasant reward in due time, I sh-=11
be glad to do everything I can to help in whatever way possible; the
contacts I now have with Prentice-Hall will be a help, I can even
suggest practical tips as the work proceeds! I am absolutely con-
vinced of your transcendental truth, goodness, unity, and beauty!

My immediate suggestion is one of the following two
steps. The suggested introductory letter to Prentice-Hall indicating
your interest and intention. The other step is that I can have
¥= Prentice-Hall write you first if you let me know, The dddress
you would write to is the following:

Mr, William A, Pullin
Assistant Vice President
Prentice~Hzll Inc.,

70 Fifth Avenue

New York 11, N. Y,

let me know at your convenience what happens. I can only
urge you not to let the opportunity pass by. If you have any other
suggestions for authors for other texts in the serigge‘lgg/me know,

as T am in a position to exercise some influence on sééﬁﬂgﬁthors.
I am pushing Fr. Baumgaertner to do the bock on Metaphysics.,

Love and prayers from us both,

;éfbatﬁ”

7




Quebec, May 6, 1952,

Dear‘Jacbb:

‘ Fnowlng you as T do, 1 know you will know that

I know you know, this delay has, as always, a sound reason.
Tirst of all thers is my nusual heaitation to write a letter
at all, on any subject, to whomever it may be. A less {m-
portant reason is that T have heen glving these Yast waaks
saveral geries of Marathon lscturas, Mnally, I wondered
whather T would be abls to finlsh the worlk you asugrest by
the fall of 1953, I have reached ths conclusion thnt thig
is quite unlikely. Put T do accert thes offaer ard you nay
tell the publichers as much. :

You don't realize this of course, dbut I am 4n
need of some vacation, and intend to take it thi: Summer —
if what the Summer Session still allows ean e callad a
vacation.,

Actually Y am very interastsd in thie vreposition.

As Y may have told you on my last vialt, T have bheen vorking
on & short treatisa of Fhilosophy of Yaturs for tha etudents
of the Dominican'MiMeion's Seminary in the Belgsian Conzo.
The fewv pakes on matter, form ang privation in Father Otig!
book on evolution will give yer an idea of what T intend
to do. S0 I'11l switeh to ¥ngzlish, and the Congolese can

- get thelr coples from Prentice Hall. I'11l cover the field
of the Physics, De caelo and De genaratione,

How about the Notre Dame proposition? Did you met
in touch with Fr, Mullahy? Have your corns heen hurting
you lately? ) ’

| Reminfl Jean that I 1ike her. As to.you. there
are some occasions on which I.f;nd you bearadble,




Gollege of Ht. Thomas -
St Paul 1, Mirmesots

May 12, 1952

Tesr Charlec:

lieedless to say, I am very happy that you are going
' Lto work on the text for ihilosophy of Nature. Heep the Congolese
* vividly in vour -imsgination as you write; you need only change his
color from black to white and you will have the set-up in tav
countr:- precisely,

T have written to I'rentice-lall that you have accepted
r to vublish, I wrote to i, William %, Pullin, ’scistant
sident, You will likely hear from him shortly, Prentice-
Eall will likely be anxiocus to keep you moving - in due modersgtion -
on the text, for wiich 1 ghall also be gratefuls Their usual pro-
cedure is to agk for a provisional outline and perhaps a sample chapter
or two, If vou can get something "Tike this to them in the reasonable
future, it will help both sides. The Prentice-Hall people will work
their heads off for you, Their point is that one can get his book
published in a numier of places, bub if one really tants to marketb
ihe book, they are the ones to deal with. £o to whatever extent you
can co- operate with them, so much the better both for you and for them.

I realize that you are pressed with many duties and
responsivilities, and I have let Frentice-Hall know how engaged you
are, "ut now that the bsll has started to roll on this important
project, I hope that you will dog all that you can to keep it rolling,
Eeep the fall of 1953 as publication date steadfastly before your eyes
no matter how hopeless nt locks. Thy dela j‘bevond that replenishing
vour coffer and advancing the field of lknowledge for the benefit of
the most ordinary minus habens?

Bear in nind that any material you get in shepe, even
ely, we shall be.glad to try out here in classes. It is a

bentativ
srest aid for seeing how the materlal goes., 1 aweit breathlessly so
cereps of materigl to try out this fall,

In any dark moments you have in finiching off the text,

alvare bring colorfully te mind that your book will appear in & geries
of philosorhrr texts to be put out by Irentice-iiall, o which the {irst
one, Loric, nubliched by some brilliant tea her here in tile midcle west -

B Ccvterle, I think the neme is, - will be ocut this feptembers This
~veat fact will mver stir vou on to sreater heizhts,

T have written to Fr. ullahy at Hotre Dame, expressing
seneral interest, and have alcc eseen fr, Relf 2t the vhilosophy convention,
Frelirinery perleys have thus been instituted, The ma atter will be cone
idercd more at length snd more seriomsly this coming fall end winter,

£3.C

T ericraced Jem 2g directed whose reaction was merely mocerate -

periizne "ood, houweyer n°1ccr £ LuP +ern° eetlo were laid d wn
L=t5u, it flas i S¥FT auT e Eibrhce ki in #8987 BECE dr{Rking Toun

on the main Zloor, but I did so virtaally. ilow you embrace Zoe for me,
wrthine I can co to ‘1lbh9r the text or help in any way, let me know,
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'@nﬂege of 3t. Thomas
3t. Pand 1, Mirmesata

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSORHY

May 27, 1952

Dear Charles, .

Just ‘a qu:Lck note with reference to a letter
from-Mr,., Pullin who writes that he expects to be in Quebec
on June 10th, and would like to see you. I hope that you

can plan to see him and to accept an invitation to lunch
if he offers one. You will enjoy meeting me and it will
give you a good chance to discuss the text at some length
and find out any details you want to know, Please bear

in mind that we have a good opportunity, through Prentice-.
Hall, to get some good texts in philosophy on the market.
Your text is the most immediate and necessary step toward
real:).zmg that golden opportunity (he obsérved, in rising
tone), )

As you know, rr., Dulac is working on the
proposed psychology text, Fr., Baumgaertner will work on
a proposed metaphysics text, These two, plus the eminent
cases of your text and mlne)' will be real contributions
(he observed, with due modesty). Do you have any suggestions
for a good author of the moral philosophy or ethics text?
Also one for the naturd theology text? Prentice-Hall wants
to get out texts in these two fields as soon as possible,
and I am trying to get prospective amthors for them in
these fields as well,

Rof/A¢E/ ¥64%  How is dear Zoe?

I am going to try to have Fr, Dulac send you
a copy - in English - of the thing you did on matter, form,
and privation which we have used successfully here as
introductory to the psychology course. You could give this
azzazgaxpiexef to Mr, Pullin as a sample of the work to
appear in the philosophy of nature text.

Any good man will leap to the opportunity of writing a
textin philosophy of nature for the common cause;

Professor Charles DeKoninck is any good man

Therefore, Prof, C. D. will leap . . etc,

Ever thine,




Quebec, Aug. 25, 1952

Dear Dr. Slurp,

Of course you won't belleve 1t, but I have been workin
my neck off on this Phil. of Nature and reached the end of Book VI
Two more to go-and then some fast work on the De Coelo and De gen.
f. corrupt.(when I will have you constantly in mind). It 1s all
still in the note stage, but I simply cannot manage even a sketchy.
outline without having gone through all the matters in thorough .
fashion to establish Jjust what are the points I'll have to treat
'of and who are the moderns I must take into account.

Zoé 1s after me to the extent wheee I hardly dare bres
anything but to become and to have become 1n the same instant and
why 1is it that when a thing ceases to be and another begins in
eadem instantl there 1s no contradiction and how the Marxists woul
gloat if they only knaw (understanding it in their quarter-train
fashion) that Saint Thomas concedes a mutatio secundum contradic-
tionem (which 1s 1sn't really contradictory at all). Nor I have"
been to the movles since last December when, in New York, between
planes, Isaw a 3 D so lousy I feared here at last and all not-
withstanding 1s somethling that 1s and 1s not aiX the same and in.
every other possible aspect, the more disturbing part of it being
that I'm sure you don't care, whereas I may and forsitan don't eitf

And even after all these abysmal insights I dare not
communicate with our friend Pullin (would he by any chance origin:
ly have been a poulin (see French-English Dictionary)?) whom in mj
nightmares I see Just sitting there in New York waiting for my -
résumé. But perhaps you could reassure him of my labours (Hercule
was a weakling drone) lest he be disturbed by my quite un-Flemish
traits (I no longer even drink beer and bottles of Scotch remains
right in my home - voire (see Fr.-Engl.Dict.) in my very room - |
fully sealed. % There will be no leeture tours until the MS has .
been accepted ready for print. o

There are 1n Louvain some people I know whom 1t may be
interesting to meet. Mr. Albert Callewaert who works at the Univ.
Library, is a fine, tall, chap, and formerly was our proprietor -
an intimate friend. He codd, for instance, advise you where .to b
cigarettes, - 1.e. in stores where they have them, for all on youl
own you might get confused inasmuch as they may also have cigard, |
on sale, etec. -~ Although he himself does not smoke, or didn't wher
we were in Louvaln which was of course some time ago, although sor
people are constant in their habits which 1f only they were real |
habitus would be difficiliter moblles, and this may be the case o |
the aforementioned person though one can never be too certain abot |
these contingencies especially 8o long after, what with a world wai |
(vig.II) in between. |

*Explanation of allusion: All Flemings do things as they should ar ]
are expected to be done, except some who don't do them that way.
They are, therefore, Non-Flemlsh Flemings, of which some do nothir

at all.
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Then there are Mr. and Mrs. Leon Meersseman. They too
were very good friends, and you will probably find them 1living
right. in their own home upstairs at No. 11 Place Mgr. Ladeuze,
which was formerly Place du Peuple (French for Volksplaak) -
whether or no thils connotes a proletarian slant I wouldn't know,
but you could always ask Mortimer Snurd. Now it may be that they
moved downstairs without our learning of it. As I said before,
these things are contingent, and, again, there was that world war
II I referred to in a prewious paragraph, in fact, i1t was the
Aimmediately forgoing one and right on the same side of this same
sheet, too,.

Now, in Brussels (brussel, Bruxelles - a bicycle ride
from Louvain) I have a very good uncle, uncle owing to the fact
that he married one of my mother's sisters, Philomeéne, to wit, but
don't call hercthat, because she definitely prefers "Philo", tante
Philo, tout court, (which doesn't mean she's. short, although she
isn't exactly tall, elther; but you had better consult your F.-E.
D.). Furthermore, if "court" had to qualify "Philo", and she
being an aunt (that's what "tante" means) and all aunts' gender
being feminin, "court" would be a grammatical error, where only
"courte" would do, although in some cases what looks like an error
is not, as in that of grand'mere for Grandmother, whereas if you
wrote grande mere you would have to intend "big mother", which of
course some are, and so you could say "ma grande grand'mere",
especlally 1f your other grandmother happened to be less big, and
this would help to distinguish them, more particularly when both
are still alive, though you could also go right ahead with 1t not
only 1if one were deceased and the other still among the living, but
even 1f both the one ggd the other were no longer real persons,
exlsting only in soul“which you know that it can subsist, though
imperfectly so, outside, that 1s, when separated from, the body,
which, as a result of the separation, 1s no longer human so that
when 1t 1s called human, there is an equivocation, but sufficiently
useful to warrant the custom, owing of course to our imperfect mode
of representation.) .

All this wa$® necessary, lest you be surprised that no
De Koninck in the telephone book would be that uncle of mine(thougt
possibly some other uncle, and, if not mine, of some one else, or
of both), for, as I have already said, he married an agunt of mine
(there is an interesting point here, for the was my aunt before
he was my uncle, and she could have always been my aunt without
his ever becoming my uncle), and she was no DeKoninck, although
her sister, my mother, was. To come to the point, her family name
1s Verplanke, but this 1s not the reason why her husband is not a
DeKoninck. 1In fact, his name is Joseph Lommen, and he lives, with
his wife, 1l.e., the person who is my aunt, i.e. the one he married,
or, 1f thls can make it more plan, the one who married him, at
no. 6, Boulevard de Smet de Naeyer, Jette, ( a suburb of Brussels,
yet in sense, understood by all, a part of greater Brussels), and
you must, 1f you use a cab, make it plah to the cabman (the fellow

who drives the cab, thou%h he may not own it) that it 1s No. 6

aeyer "Au Miroir", beacuse at_ the opposite end
g%vgﬁagesgggt(gg gogg other by the dame name) Blvd there 1s also




a no. 6 - how and why, I have never learned, probably because I
forgot to ask, but, anyhow, 1t's good to know that you must add
this precision, for no one likes to go in the opposite direction
when it 1s the wrong one, more especially not when 1t takes you
so far far away to a place you probably didn't want to see ever
in your whole life (though, of course, some might want to) the
more so that Just at that time you wanted to be in a completely
other place, possibly the one you thought you were going to.

) There are other people I know in Belgium, but their
relation - or non-relationship (or -ships) are, in some respect(s)
a bit involved, and I feel I had better put it off until I find
the time to write you another note. ,

You may of course communicate all this information
to the one who is possibly some body's aunt, but surely your wife.
0. K. d'abord. : ' ,

Respectfully yours,

(signed): Cuthbert de los Dos Toros
o Pestiferos




B U,

Gollege of St. Thomas
St. Paul 1, Mirmesota

'‘DEPARTMENT OF PHILOBOPHY

October 19, 1952
20th Sunday Post Pent

Dear Ghas?
ARE YOU HAVING DIFFICULTY THINKING STRAIGHT THESE DAYS?
Do you find y6ﬁ?-teaching incoherent, illogical and dry? Are you

prone to mutter "matter, form, and privation," trailing off into
"the final vause is the cause of the causality of all other causes?"

IF SO «~ you need something NEW, somethihg COLOSSAL, some-
thing charged with HI-SPEED content, Get it TODAY, Get WHAT? The new
logic text - the only text to mention unblushingly the PREDICABLES,
that dares to rLAUNT censors by talking:about non-supposi subjects,
Tear off-the top of a freshman and meil it intoday for Yﬁgﬁ copy of
the text that EXPOSES illegitimate figures of the SYLIOGISM! Ete,

- -

You may have received through the mail another communication
from the Fulbright Scholarship people, I decided to take another whirl
at it under the intriguing combination of semantics and politics, Deal
as gently as you can with the recommendation graciously asked of you,

I should warn you that #r. Dulac has likewise applied for a Fulbright
award and somewhat irrationally mentioned you as a reference,

Gnome est habitus recte Judicandi ex prinecipiis quibusdam
altioribus contra tenorem verborum legis, seu abstrahentium non est
mendacium, '

Did you ever receive the translation of The Iliad sent to you,
I think, months ago with appropriate compliments?

The main point of this letter, speaking broadly, might well be
this: How far along are you on the text in Phil of Nature? William
Pullin, who saw you in Quebec and, surprisingly, was chsrmed and impressed
by you, was in St, Paul recently. He took us out to dinner at Napoleon's
during which we chatted glowingly about expected progtess in your text,
and you certainly would not want me to be mendacious,

- As you no doubt know, rr, Dulac is at work on the psychology text
in the Prentice-Hall series and rr, Baumgaertner is at work on the meta-
physics text, What a luster this series should have,

1/ & \ Nt Fondfly, as it were,

\ L
T % M, Tegamgy Jacob I




Uollege of 3t. Thomas
St. Paud 1, Mioresota

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

»

April 12, 1953

Dear Charles,

What do you know -—- I got the fulbright award
this time and will be off to your tender alma mater, Louvain,
come next fall for the academic year. So much has happened the
past month that I cannot recount it all unless you would invite
me to have a snort with you which I don't think you are going to
do right now, I -suppose that you had heard about the monstrous
business being pulled off at the College in regard to chairmanship
ef the department and the program as well, Typically, I was the
last one to hear about 1§ and.when it appeared that nothing was
going to be done to stop or munter-attack, I let my thoughts
wander to otfer fields, pr1n01pally Notre Dame.

The situation at Notre Dame was p‘actlcally signed,
sealed, and delivered, when this Fulbright business broke.
Fortunately, I heard about it while I was down at the convention
in Notre Dame, and so I was able to talk the whole matter over
with both Fr. Mullahy and #r. Reith, Since the situation had been
that I had declined first, then accepted, and now about to postpone
again, it was easy to presume that they'uould begin to weary of
this matter..ékxu,u!-;aa» i AR g i s /e

It nowﬁ looks as though things will work ocut as
follows, I have signed the award terms on the Fulbright business, and
hence will be going to Belgium next September. At the moment, wmy
application for teaching at Notre Dsme is hanging fire, but I expect
that things will work out such that on my return from Belgium, I shall
go to Notre Dame,

This letter is, first of all, to thank you for the part
you played in writing out the recommendation for the Fu1br1ght, and to
thankfyou for your recommendation at Notre Dame,

Also: can you give me any concrete information about wha1
to look for at lLouvain by way of any courses (i. e., anything at all I
should try t@ take, etc, My general project is to do research work in
political philosophy. Can you make any suggestions about what to do in
general aoncerning lodging accomodations. Jean of ccurse is going,
Maybe dear Zoe can write me in that regard or transcribe your sage
utterances, Anyway, I am happy that we are going and if you do know of
anything pertinent - or of anything I can do for you over there - please
let me know,

More later.

Msgr, Parent writes that he will invite Veatch for sum-
mer session, I hope it works out that way,

Snmething approaching tender affections,

etc,. 7

’ EE N

/,




Uollege of 3t. Thomus
S$t. Pl 1, Mirmesota

. DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

May 5, 1953

Dear Chaflés:

Please find out right away if Msgr. Parent ever
sent an invitation to Professor Veatch to come to Laval during
this coming summer, I have discovered that Veatch very much
would like to come to Laval if he can at all arrange it during
the first part of July (or possibly the last part of July).

I think it is important for him to get in touch with boti you
and Ebbe Dionne, but if much more time elapses I do not know
whether he can arrange it, I have the address where he is
now staying:

Professor Henry Veatch
17 Hilliard St,
Cambridge 38, Mass,

UO S. A‘.

If you agree that he should come to Iaval even
for such a short period as a couple of weeks, I shall appreciate
it if you would push this matter along.

As I wrote you, I have received the Fulbright Award
and will be sailing for Belgium about the 12th of September from
New York. Il faut etudier %z francais mamrkimew maintenant, Can you
give me .a short, ¥ital course in Flemmish???. .

Things are worse than ever at St, Thomas but, as you-
knew, my days here‘are numbered, Any love I had for the place is
pretty well killed; but it hurts the heart to leave some Who are

- here, : '

More anon when there is time,

1'amour toujours 1'amour

)gacques

'

Jeziicie
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@ ollege of St @homas
St. Pl 1, Miroresota

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

A .S 6 / 7
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of amorous enchantment T called her '"mon petit chou," to which
she (too readily) replied, "mon grand chou," Mais, au fond,
ga ne fait rien, comme nous disons en frangais. '

Incidentally, ift

T am in Belgium please

" put you could reach me thr

Belgium, 11 Rue D'

W\aiﬂ/.

here is anything T can do for you while
me know, 1 can give you an address later
ough U. Se Educational Foundation in
Brussels. Will be going over in Sept.

/[ Toujours,
Algernon Q.

let

O‘A.'-\”/
Verwandnungsheixgeit.
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N College of Bt. Thomas

Bt Paul 1, Minnesots

' le 2 Aocut 1953

: ¥gr. Alphonse-Marie Parent, P. D.,

_ Vice-Recteur
Universite Laval
Quebec, Canada

Cher Mgr, Parent,
. Je suis hé%eux d'gpppgndre que M, Veatch a eté
a Quebec et que sa visite a €té tres profitable a tous. Je
vous remercie pour votre lettre et aussi pour la copie de la
lettre de M., Veatch, ' ,
_ - . ,

Comme vous avez dit, nous sommes a preparer notre

voyage en Europe. Il y a beaucoup de choses encore & faire,

Clest le premier lettire que j'ggéie ecrit en frangais.
Sans doute, il y a 8Beauc dferreurs - mais il faut commencer!
Vous savez qu'il y a tant d'idiotismes, tant de tournures bizsrres
que 1l'ussge seul autorise!  (La dernidre phrase, il me faut dire,
est dans ma grammaire!).

Merci encore, Monseigneur, pour votre lettre et

pour toutes les chose que vous avez fait pour la visite de M. Veatch.

' Bien cordialement,

ok DesZenle

John Qesterle

N

]




5L, rge de la Concorde
Brussels, Felgium,

November 11, 1953,

..
. Dear Charles,

- It has been my genuine intention to get a letter offto you
before this, mon chér ami, mais il y a toujours des difficultes,. The
last part of the sentence is to convey to you the impression that I am
becoming conversant with French, taking a fairly broad meaning of the
word "conversant,” But that last letter of yours, which characteristically
reached me in St, Paul just as I was about to board the train, and which has
occupied me at fairly long intervals since then trying t& piece together
the scattered fragments of meaning relating more or- less to scattered relations
you generously expanded upon, demands. at least something by way of recognition
if not strictly gratitude, Let me say simply, theny that I did receive your
last letter with mixed feelings although, au fond, with a slight movement of
appreciation, _

. . #hen I reflect that you have been nourished by the blood, climate,
soily air; and ideas of louvain, I find that I must pause to digest the import
of all that that means, As I watch.M, Chanoine Auguste Mansion mount the R
podium and unburden himself of the true thought of Aristotle and the proper
arrangemenent of his text, I find myself under the impression that you singularly
fail to reveal his influence upon you, (I hiight add that Jean continues to
follow his course on Time in the fourth book of the Physics whereas I do nots
Jean claims it is for the Greek), When I chat with M, le presidenty L{ De
Ragymaeker, as I actually have once or twice, and learn that St, Thomas in

his "own" metaphysics is completely different from the St, Thomas who comments
on #ristotlets Metaphysics s I have moments of chagrin about you insofar as you
did not let me in on all this when I was at laval, When I hear from M, Chanoine
le Clercq that St, Thomas, in his approach to philosophy, is neither subjective
nor objective, but a "concordist" who simply tries to combine everyone with
everyone and then everyone with Aristotle, I am utterly confounded at not having
been able to detect traces of such "original"™ unfettered thought in you, In sum,
I may say that I have my private dotibts about your being a graduate of Louvain,

To speak slightly more seriousfyT am really a little shocked at what
goes on here at tne institut Superieur insofa. as it is supposed to pass as a s
pontifical institute for thomistic studies, I knew a good deal about it in ad- .
vance, but to witness some of the things happening here is startling, to make a
decided understatement, On the other hand, Prof, Marrou of the Sorbonne is
currently giving a series of ten lectures on a philosophical critique of history,
and I have found him both illumating and sound, despite the difficulty of Rimxx
following his quick, nervous French, But he is really quite good on history as
knowledge and its relation to philosophy, I have noted that he has received an
honorary degree from laval, a fact that may have some significance,

All else goes well otherwise, We tove Belgium very much. We live
here in Epussels and go out via Parmenides - the Citroen whose body style has not
ekanged in 20 years - to Louvain four days a week, I met the librarian, M, Caul-
waert briefly; he is exceedingly friendly and asked a good deal about you, 1
expect to see more of him, I% there is anything we can do for you or Zoe while
we are in Belgium, please let us know, I might get to another letter, especially

if prodded by you, Avec les sentiments trés delicats, ete. ete. x




you from burning your fingers, and remind you of what I consider the most
important thing, we expect you to have learned at Laval, namely that you
should know when you know something about something and when not. What you
tell me in your letter shows that you have a false slant on the whole probdlem
of society, mainly because you do not realize what vrinciples underlie 1t.

For instance, when you want to determine what is the common good of socliety,
you must not forget that the common good is first of all a good, that ‘zood!
is 'quod omnia appetunt'; that 'bonum habet rationem finis', that 'causa
finalis est vera causa', that 'finis est prima causarum'e And when we speak
. o? the common good, how do we take the term tcommon' ? Is it a mere 'colliga-
t1o' 7 And is common then the good of the colligatio, that is, identified

with that of the elements considered absolutely? Then the first cause (finis)
of the common gfood is the individual good as individual. And such seems to

be the case when we consider society as a means for obtaining this good, such
as when we say that a man cannot obtain or maintain food, shelter, protection,
learning, moral virtues, withoud the aid of society. In this case, however,
we are merely considering the individual as to what forces him into soclety
namely the deficiencies of his nature: nakedness, insufficiency of natural
food, lack of instinct, of inborn habitus, the contrariety between sense and
reason etc.. But this is not the common good which is a first principle as
common good: it is at best but a material imitation of it, although I admit
that the necessity of many things required in society cen be derived from it,
such as order, frasdom etce.. And this is the common good which may be iden-
£ified with that of the parts: it is not the common good which is qualitati-
vely distinct from that of the parts, a distinction which rises from a distinct
form: which is a principle, both prior and posterior to the individuals: in
one respect we may compare it to the tforma-finie' of nature: and this seems
to be the 'bonum humanum': and just as the 'forma-finis' is no longer 'finis'
once it is realized, in like manner the good properly acquired by the cardinal
virtues is but a means toward an ultimate end, which is the common good 'sim-
pliciter'. Thus we have a certain hierarchy. But it should be noted that the
first is but materially common. And what we call free men relative to this
good, relates merely to freedom from the indigency which is ours by nature for
the reasons stated above. But this merely forms a man for the pursuit of the
common good proper which is pursued by free men. And this is the human counter-
part of the common good of the species which we find in lower things, that 1s
the good which by naturse animals love more than themselves, and for which they(
cacrifice their life. Now the common good proper of society we do not pursue
by natural inclination, for we are not in this respect a natural part of soclety,
but a volitical part, that is free, and enjoying 'aliqua potentia contradictio-
nis'. The good vursued on this level is the good of the community as more divi-
ne. And this is the good which is better than us and for which a man as a man
as man should lay down his life. Read here Ia q.50 a.5. Read also the Opuscu~
lum de Regno (de Regiminge principum) book IV chap. I to IV incl.

So you sae that the principle 'man is by nature a political animal' should not
be teken too simplistically. It may be understood as meaning: lo that man is
by nature forced into soclety in so far as nature does not provide him with

his natural needs and in this respect society is a means; 20 that man by his
nature, naturs now being taken for vhat is expressed by the definition, or by
what follows necessarily from the definition, such as risible, grammarian,
Ford-making biped, etce..: in like manner man is by nature capable of political
1ife, just as by nature he his capable of metaphysical wisdom. 30 the good
that man is by naturs ordered to (nature still taken for what is defined), is

a good vhich can be achieved only 1n political life. The principle does not

"/W/Q UQJL

/! i .

() This time I am going to answer your letter because I want to prevent
o ' '




mean: ) that political life proceeds from man's nature (principium et

causa motus etc.) as from it's proper cause, such that political society
would be the end of his natural inclination as an animal; b) nor does it
mean that man has a natural inclination in his will for the common good

of society similar to that of the brutes for their species (this man has
too, but not as a political animal); ¢) nor does it mean that man is by
nature ready-made for soclety, or that nature itself shapes him for politi-
cal life. From this you may see that Aristotle and S.Thomas are not
contradicting themselves when they maintain on the one hand that man is by
nature a political animal, and on the other hand that some men by nature
are servants. For nature is taken here in two different meanings, Just as
when we say that man is a metaphysical animal and that by nature most men
are unmetaphysical. What does the supernatural order add to this? That
there is no master and servant. Why? Because of the grace of Christ; because
relative to this grace, and not by nature, we are equal: 'Spiritus flat ubi

- vult'; nor is this equality an active principle, but a mere diaposition;

neither is the equality an end: the mystical body of Christ is hierarchical.
Let me remind you (for the so-manieth time) that only two substances
are an end proper: natural substance in so far as it is the end of genera-
tion (but so soon as the substance is attained the ovmeration becomes the
end in man: Now the operation is an accident, and not our substance, and
it is through an accidental operation that we attain our ultimate end,
beatitude, which consists in contemplation, which is an intellectunl opera-
tion, which is an accident, which 1s conditioned by grace, which is a super-
natural entity, and all supernatural entities are accidental, God could not
create a being supernatural by substance, a.s.o. So that if natural sub-
stance can be an end, it is only in so far and as long as it is not, and
this is the finality which is proper to beings generable and corruptidble
whose natural end 'preexistit potentia tantum' and of which I spoke to you
over a period of one year many times a week and with great emphasiss The
other substance which is an end is God. There is no other. Just as in the
case of natural substance finality is due to pure potency, for generation
is possivle because of the potentiality of matter, God is such an end be-
cause he is purs act. Let us take advantage of the glorious accidents by
which we can achieve this, and turn our eyes away from the humanist obses-
sion to glorify our own substance as that which should be appropriated by
ourselves, for ourselves, as Marx has so explicitely stated. And do not
be misled by the ambiguous term substance, as in the expressions ‘'intellec-
tus noster secundum substantiam swam, societas politica secundum substan~
tiam suam, bonum universi secundum substantiam etc..' : for all this is
constitute of accidents. Do not forget that the good of the universe which
is 1ts greatest inherent good, and which we call 'forma universi' consists
in its order which is established by relations which are predicamental acci-
dents., To require it to be substantial in the strict sense would to be
demand that the universe be God. Note, however, that substance proper re=
mains the first and the last principle of the order of the universe, and
that the good which is in the order of the universe as in its inherent form
derives this good from the first extrinsic principle of the universe. Is
it possible that you conceive the zood of an accident ag distinguished from
the good of the substance as if the one were 'bonum per accidens', and the
other 'bonum per se'? Here we may boldly say that the good of the accident
is a 'bonum secundum substantiam'. In other words, do some reading on the
distinction between 'ens per accidens' and 'ens per accidens'.




Peri Herm,,II, lect.lZ2, n,l:

Aristotle divides 'potency' into potencies which are so
called for one and the same reason, and into potencies
which do nect have that name for the same reason as the
former poteucies, ‘but for another reason. And these he
cails equivecal potencies, (1.e., the name, when applied
“to these, is an .equivocal term,] The first member of this
division comprises active and passive, rational and
irrational potencies, For whichever things are called t
tcapable of ' by reason of an active or passive potency

that is within them, .are called ﬁotencies for a reascn

that is the same in either, namely because they have
within them an originative source of sométhing, which_

is either an active or a passive potency. They have a
notion which is common.to them, inasmuch as tactive' is
relative to 'passive', and vice versa; and insofar as

hoth are intrinsic to what has the potency). The second
member of the division comprise mathematical and logical
potencies (rowers or possibilities). An instance of
mathematical potency would be that of the (straight)

line which is called potentially a square, inasmuch as

it prevides what is needed to construct a square, €.g.

by drawing, [This means that if a stfaight line is nossible, it
is also possible to counstruct a square. See Meta.IX,lect.l,
nn.1773-5). An instance of legical potency [or possibility}

is that by reason cf which two terms can be conjeined in an

enunciation without contradiction, The term 'logical potency!




may also be taken to contain that which is called possible
because it exists (at least in the sense of being true;
for if a thing were not possible, in the sense that 1is

cpposed to impossible, it could not be .

~

N (( In other words, 'ea ratione'! at one time means
tfor the very reason'; at another 'for one and
the same reason'; again, simply, 'because'; and

scretimes 'the same in notiont!))
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UNTVERSITE LAVAL
QUEBEC, CANADA

QUEBEC, March 30th, 1954,

Mr. & Mrs. John Oesterle,
54, rue de la Concorde,
BRUXELLES, Belgique,

Dear Dr Hornsop und, also, seine Esposa:

Last night I sent to Mr, Leisy only 93 pages
of manuscript, of which only half were more than an outline
of Books I & II. I ran into so many snags in the later books
of the Physics -- some of which I overcame triumphantly! -
and the Presses Universitaires pestered me with their
publication in bookform of all I have written these last
years on or about the Assumption- (240 pages); and the Provin-
cial Government has begged me to ﬁyite a small treatise of
Politics for its Royal Commission“Federal-Provincial relations;
and a small infinity of other things, all of which have
- delayed me in doing what I have to do before all else =— not
to mention the financial strain, a result of refusing all
outside lectures, Boepka bearing the brunt., .

I have begged reprieve until September, but I
presume that they may drop the whole affair. If they do, I
won't worry too much about it, since I can have the work |
printed on my own right here, "en vente chez 1l'auteur". After
2ll, some authors have done well this way that's how a local
text-book came out -- with financial success, :

By the way, it now occurs to me that I was never
congratulated by you on becoming a commander of the Order of
St. Gregory, some two years ago. This title is uppermost in my
mind because I was recently trounced for neglecting to mention
it when asked for a list of the honours which had accrued to
me in the course of my career. I mentioned only umy honorary
membership in the San Quentin Prison Seekers' Club,which I
had obtained some years ago by general acclamation of the
innates. That commandership entitles one to ride into church
on horse-~back. shen, last yesr, some San Frencisco reporters
asked if I actually could ride at all, I found my bearings
in the Pickwick Papers' story of that fine youn: Irish :
gentleman, who being asked if he could play. the fiddle, replied
he had no doubt he could, but couldn't exactly say, for certain,
because he had never tried. Samehow, I feel, you suspect that

N N S
i e




UNIVERSITE LAVAL
QUEBEC, CANADA

3

ad sensum.’ Oh! Oh! now Idve started something Because,
. ¢ ...after all, he might have been a futuribile. In fact, some
.. short while ago he had barely no chance of not being one.
. But even apart from this, though being the person whom
< " he. is,-a this man, to be sure, he might still have been a
“v7 - futuribile as my uncle, or.as anyone else's for that matter,
. . inasmuch as he owes this predicate to world War I, which
. 7 brought him to where my aunt was (befors he was my uncle) —-
_..»> 8 normally unlikely place for him to come to on his own —
"' which makes his status of non-futuribile - my - uncle subject
to "That strumpet Fortune", I must add, though, that there
"has so far been nothing outrageous about it; nothing to
quality as slings and arrows, though that uncle of mine
N is en habitué of cafés wlere a dart-board figures on the
a e wall near the billiard-table which, owing to the reason
N for the multitudinous latrines, he rarely uses., A rarity
“which, unlike the @8 events we ascribe to fortune, has
" a per se cause nevertheless, In fact! I would place the
latter in the division of what are called "causes by their
absence" (Metaph., V, 3, 195 a 10), No, I'm afraid I've
been somewhat hasty in my attempt at classification because
whereas the pilot is a ci¢use of the ghip-wreck by his
absence, the uncle in question, by his absence from the
billiard-table, is only the cause of more reasons to be
present at the handy installations so wide-spread in
. that fatherland of mine,

3Effff . But I'm now lost in the airy eerie atmosphere
R R of fut@iribility, and need time to collect my thoughts, most
ia;* o of which have already spilt there — no doubt for the better.

Oliver Burpwell, oMoOoQoUoCc,
‘membre correspondant de la SIPAT (Société
internationale pour 1l'avancement du pro-

grés).




QUEBEC, March 3lst, 1954,

Mr, and Mrs.“John‘Oesterle,
Shy rue de 1g Concorde,
BRUXELLES,

Belzique,

Dear doctor Hernsop und, also, seine Esposas

By the way, it now occurs to me that I
was never congratulated by you on becoming a Commander of the
Order of 3t, Gregory, some two yeaArs ajos This title ig
uppermost in my ming because I recently neglected to mention
it in a list or the honours which had accrued to me in the
course of my career, and ny attention was called to this
omission, I had told only of my honorary membership in the
San Quentin Prison Seekers! Club, obtained some years ago
by general acclamation of the imnmates, Now that Commandership
entitles one to ride into church on horse-back = no mean
privilege, you will admit, having once cleaned horee-stables
Jyourself, When, last year, some San Francisco reporters asked
if I actually could rids at all, I found my bearings in the
Pickwick Papers! story of that fine young Irish gentleman,
who being asked if he could play the fiddle, replied he had
no doubt he could, but couldn't exactly say, for certain,
because he had never tried, Somehow, I feel, you suspect
that such fiddling candidates are not too reassuring, Aftepr
all, #iddling is not Philosophy, when in the latter the
wtrained fare just ag well, Which I'm sure calls to your
mind the Louvsin cacophony, But why the devil did you go
there, of all places?.I pPresuwne you wanted to Zet things
straight from the horse's mouth w- forgetting, as you now
knew you did, that horses, ut in pluribus, have still
another -orifice at the oppesite end, as I personally sensed
near day and night (I drove them early to market) with
merked aversion when engaged on a farm ip Jetroit some
thirty-five years ago, So it was hardly the reason that
blew me to Louvain, :

: Yet it does bring up the subject of
latrines, Though I fail to be aware of any problem here,
seeing the Guantities of beer £ulped down the day long,

And why? you may ask, So I ask you: Why do fish swim and de
80 many other fishy things? ind here I must avow it makes me
feel unnatural, somehow a traitor to my race, to have lost




nary all taste for the brew —- except with ham on rare

occasion, Perhaps I told you this before. Oh well, bis re-
etita placent, Yes, but what about the tedium of a twice
told tale? There's a rub which I will not soratch until

I hear from Mr, Leisy, a man I do not know, Is the one

I met but whose name I forgot still with Prentice-Hsl1?

And Prentice still with Hall and Hall with Prentice? You

know, this might make a difference, one that could drive

me to more ham, My reminiscentia fails me, which, according

to the Philosopher, Just proves that it is only politically
subject to reason, and therefore an organic power, S0 he's

right agein —- though iansion might disagree. But then

he's always wrong, especially when he's right, By which I

mean that when he's right it is per accidens, which makes

his wrongs the wronger for eppearing right —— to put it

Pistol's way, :

X propus of bis repetita, if I remember
well, in my last letter I vegan to tell you about one of

my uncles in Brussels, and his wife, who is also ny aunt,
he #a being my uncle thanks to her, If it has taken me 80
long to get back to this subjJect, it is only because I
have been trying all this time to be clear about it in ny
own mind, sensitive as I am to the French injunction that
"ce qui se pense bien s'énonce clairement", or some such
warning, Now if anything is plain it is the ambiguous stae
tus of an uncile especially when he is what he is because
of an aunt who would at any rate be what she is in quarto
modo_dicendi hello without any uncle at all either past,
prasent or future; which ecalls to mind the futuribilia
that at one time filled so many tomes. But the Brussels ‘
uncle, the one to whom I have besn referring though only
in tentative fashion, is not a futuribile — that at least
can be established by 'a demonstratio ad sensum at 6 Blvd,
de Smet de Naeyer, Jette, Oh! Oh! now I've started something!
He might after all have been a futurible. In fact, some
short while ago he had barely a chance of not bteing one,
But even apart from this, though being the person whom he
is, a this man, to be sure, he night still have been a futu-
rible as 'my uncle! — opr ap anyons else's for that matter e
inssmuch as he owes that predicate to torld war I, which
brouzht him to where my aunt was (before he was ny uncle
yet she already my aunt) -- a normally unlikely place for
him to come to on his own —- which mzkes his status of my
"non=-futuribile uncle" subject to that strumpet, Fortune,
I aust add, thoush, that there has so far been nothing
outrageous about this Dagwood combination; nothing te
cualifly as slings and arrows, though the uncle is an habi-
tué of cafés, where a dart-board usually figures on the
wall, near the billiard~table which, owing to the reason
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for the multitudinous letrines, he rarely uses. A rarity
which, unlike the secldom events we scmetimes ascribe to
fortune, has a per se cause nevertheless, In fact s I would
place the latter in the division of what are called "causes
by their absence" (Hetaph., V, 3, 195 a 10) as when a

pilot is the cause of the ship-wreck by his absence, if

only the uncle in question, by his absence from the billiard-
table, were less than the cause of more reasons to be

prosent at the handy installations so wide-spread in that
fatherland of mine, :

But 1'm now lost in the airy eerie
atmosphere of futuribility, and need time to colleet ny
thoushts, most of which have already spilt there —— no
doubt for the better. Some day, though, I'1l tell you about
a Brussels uncle of mine and about his wife too, who is
my eunt, not because shé is his wife, nor even because he

is her husband,

Illtoy'd Bux'pwell, ch'fo:;.'::'..SQCO,
membre correspondant de la SIPAP
(Société internationale pour
l'avancement du Progrés); and,
mind you, Président fondateupr
de 1l'Institut mondial des hypo=
condriaques,




