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| CUEBEC, March 3lst, 1954,

Mr. & Mrs. John Oesterle,
544 rue de la Concorde, -
BAUAELLES, - = -
Belgiqua.

Dear Dr Horndop und, also, seine Lsposat o
S
Ladt night I sent to ilir. Leisy a mere 93
pages of mamuscript, of which only half wers more than
an outline of Books I & II, I ran into so many snags in
the lator books of the Physicg «= same of which I overcame
triumphantly! =, and the Presses Unlversitaires postered
me with thelr publication in bookform of all I hawve written
these last years on or about the Sssumption (240 pages);
and the Provincial Govermnment racuaested me to write a .
small treatise on the political philosophy of Federation,
for its recently established floyal Coomission; and a
slight infinity of other things, all of which have delsyed
me in deing what I hove to do before all else, not to
mention the fincneiel strain, a result of refusing all
outside lectures -— Boepka bearing the brunt,.

I have begged reprieve until September, but
Prentice-tall, Inc., may prefer to drop the whole affair,
If they do, 1 daren't worry too rmch about it. I can have
the work printed on my own, right here, "en vente chez
l'auteur”, /fter all, socme authors have done well this
wey, with finaneislly encouraging success.

By the way, it now occurs to me that I was }
never congratulated by you on becouing a Commander of the
Ordor of St. Grefory, some two years ago. This title is
uppermos! in wy mind because 1 recently neglected to
mention it in a 1list of the honours which had accrued to
me in the course of ny coreer, and my attention was
called to this omission. I had told only of my honorary
menbership in the San Tuentin Prison Seekers! Club,
obtalned some years ago by general acclamation of the
inmates, liow that comaandership entitles one to ride into
church on horse~back =~ no mean privilege, you will admit,
having once cleaned lhorsc-stables yourself. When, last
year, souae San Franclaco reporters asked if I actually
could ride at all, I found my bearings in the Pickwick
Popers® story of that fine young Irish gentleman, who
being nsked if he could play the fiddle, replied he had




no doubt he could, but couldn't exactly say, for certain,

- because he had never tried. Somehow, I feel, you suspect
that such fiddling candidates are not too reassuring,

After all, fiddling is not Philosophy, when in the latter
the untrained fare Jjust.azs well. Which I'm sure calls to

. your mind the Louvain cacophony. But why the devil did

you go therd, of all places? I prosume you wanted to get
things straight from the horse's mouth == forgetting, as
you now know you did, that horses, ut in pluribus, have .
still another orifice at tho opposite end, as I personnaly
sensed near day and night (I drove them early to market)
with marked aversion when engaged on a famm in Detroit

some thirty-five years ago. 5o it was hardly the reason
that blew e to Louvain, '

Yot it does bring up the subject of latrines.
Though I fail to be aware of any problem here, seeing the
Guantities of beer gulped down the day long, And why? you
nay sake. S0 I ask yous Why do fish swim and do so many other
Iishy things? And here I must avow it makes me feel unnatursl,
somehow a traitor to my race, to have lost nary all taste
for the brew —— except with ham, on rare occasion, Perhaps
I told yeu this before. Uh well, bis repetita placent, Yes,
but what about the tedium of a twice told tale? There's
a rub which I will not scratch until I hear from Mr, Lelsy,
a man 1 do not know. Is the one I met but whose namo I forzot
still with Prentice-Hall? And Prentice still with Hall
and Hall with Prentice? You know, this might make a
difference, one that .could drive me to more han, My
remniniscentia fzils me, which, according to the Philosopher,
Just proves that it is only politically subjett to reason,
and therefore an orgenic power, So he's right again e
though Mansion might disagree. But then he's always wrong,
especially when he's right, By which I mean that when he's
right it is per accidens, which makes his wrongs the wronger
for appearing right —— to put it Pistol's way.

A propos of bis repetita, if I remember vell,
in my last letter I began to tell you about one of my uncles
in Brussels, and his wifae, who is also my asunt, he being my
uncle thanks to her. If it has tsken me so long to get back
to this subject, it is only because I have been trying all
this time to be clear about it in my own mind, sensitive as
I am to the French injunction that "ce qui se penge bien
s'énonce clairement”, or some such warning. Now if anything
is plain it is the ambiguous status of an uncle especlally
when he is what he is because of an aunt who would at any




rate be what she is in cuarto modo an a without
any uncle at all either past, present or future; which .
cells to-mind the futuribilia that at one time filled .

S0 many tomes. But the Brussels uncle, the ons to whom -

" I have been referring though only in tentative fashion,

is not a futuribils —- that at least can be established:
by a demonstratio ad sensum at 6 Blwvd, de Snet de Naeyer,
Jette, Ch! Oh! now I've started something! He might after .
all have been a futuribile, In fact, scme short while ago
he had barely a chance of not being one. But even apart
froa this, thourh being the person whom he is, a this man,
to be sure, he might still have been a futuribile as 'my
uncle! —— or as anyone else's for that matter e inasmch
as he owes that predicate to world War I, which brought
hin to where my aunt was (before he was ny uncle yet she
already my cunt) = a noraally unlikely place for him to
come to on his own e= which mokes his status of ny "none
futuribile uncle" subject to that strunpet, Fortuns, I
mist add, though, that there has so far been nothing
outrageous about this Dagwood combination; hothing to
Gualify as slings and srrows, though the uncle is an
habitué of cafés, where a dart~board usuelly figures on
the wall, near the billiard-table which, owing to the
reason for the aultitudinous latrines, he rarely uses,

A rarity which, unlike tho scldem events we sometimes
asceribe to fortune, has a per se cause nevertheless, In
fact, I would plecs ths latter in the division of what

are called "causes by their absence". (Metaph,, V, 3, 195 a
10) as when a pilot is the cause of the ship=-wreck by his
absence, if only the uncle in question, by his zbsence
from the billiard-table, weres less than the cause of more
‘reasons to be present at the handy installations so wido=
spread in that fatherlend of mine,

But I'm now lost in the airy cerie atmosphere
of futuribility, and need time to collecet 1y thoushts, most
of which have alreudy spllt there — rio doubt for tha bettor,
Some day, though, I711 +ell you about a Brussels uncle of
mine and about hisg wife teo, who is oy aunt, not because
she 1s his wife, nor even becsuse he is her husband,

Illtyd Bur'pwell, H.MQSQQQSQCo’ ’
membre correspondant de la SIPAP
(Société internationsle pour 1'am

- vancement du Progrds)j and, mind
you, Président fondateur de 1'Inge
“titut mondial des hypochond aamee




ONE LEAKY FLUTE IN FOUR TROMPETTES
H w ’
Oswald McBurp,

_ (Mr. McBurp is the wall=known author of

. ’ - "The Saga of a Gallant Turnip", "The

. T . Neurotic Dooknob", "The Self-deluding

. o Circle, that hankered to be squared", ctec,
His distinguished career was recently

. crowned by the much coveted award Ignoble

‘== the present pcem being the one that he
wrote in celebration, )

PALOGUE (omitted, for reasons wholly personsl.)
PIRST TROMPETTE

when that a leaky flute did leak

ind flute as any leaky flute would leak
And flute

while fluting leak,

And leaking flute «=

Slurping quasi in ouarto,™

SECOND TRCMPETTE
whence leak of flute?

A flute,

Respondeo,

HMay leak dupliciter,

Per se, when flutist wind's humidity,
"~ ('Tis natural) .

Injected into flute,

Thare doth collect,

Where 'pon comes burpy gurgle;

knd then more wind

From flutist's cheeks a puffing,

with Newton's help

idekes drivel droop

rrom gorge of flute,

This 1s per se.

For 't happens to all flutes

Fluted upon by flutist

Good

Or no,

x I,e., in quarto modo 'dicendi per se', as in 'the cock cooks',




Then there's the flute that leaks
Per accidens,

The leak ccmes from the Jerk and twist
.0f oter abundant wind

Such that the flute,

Qterloaded,

Groans, -

Then splits ita side,

And slaver slobs

To tune of blistered sound,
Unwanted onto floor —
Perchance first onto tie,

Then onto shoes,

Of flutist

Or of someone clse,

And even on non-tiej

iho knows? upon non-shoes:

Such as Katrinka's balcoay

Ur bustle,

THIRD TROMPETTE

Cave, Novitie

Not every flute emits

An over-soppy blistered scund

For having been o'erblown, -

Flute, say, may've just been sat upon,
" Not that the flute brings ferth such sound
In _eo quod being sat upon --

Though this may also happen,

But then ths sound of flute

Cua sound of flute

(For flute may sound comnuniter

And not as flute per sef

Is owing to the sitter,

Praeterea.

whether from flute or sitter,
From voth or each,

The tune belongeth not per se to
Sat-upon

Ut sics

Nor e'en primo to flutist,

While sitter may be flutist,

#hen sitting incldentally

'Pon sounding flute

He doth not ceuse the tune

Cua flutist,

Neither tua sitier =

Lest "sitter" be antonomase,

which 'tis not in the present gasz.




To put the matter plainly:
He bloweth not

Videlicet

~In quarto —

Quamvis in modo altero,

Ut cuinto.

Yet in the mind of some
This is awry.
"Istd not the flute that's split",
They ask,- .
"Naich lesketh moat per 88 ==

'The mure 80 it's avowedly percé?
"It is the' flute uncracked,
#Unblistered sound poured forth
"Ag't was intended,
"That leaks per accidensi"

The truth is that

Both leak per se,

And both per accidens —
Though not in the same way,

FOURTH TROMPETTE

When then the split .

And therefore leaky flute

Bolted across

The sun-forsaken sky
(Meaning 'twas very dark)

And sanded two=-by-fours
Crawled stealthily

Oter bosom of the pitch-black night
(The same as: sun~forsaken sky),

A dunké&d doughnut,

For reason known te all, .
Sank into coffee

(Bit watertshs

Prices so high),

Where 'pon the dunker yelled
Into that same

Emptied of sun

Part of the day,

I,e, the night

(See here-above):

"Ah dunked iti"

And you know Nh&t.

He had,

To be exacts

He funked it.




Do spare th'! alarm,

For he can still retrieve it
vith spoon --

Or a mere fincer,

Provided he's both prompt
and hsbile, . .

EPTLOGUE
(maintzined),

What happened to the leaky flute?
(ind whence its leak?)

why did it bolt

icross the blacked-out firmement?
(The same ol! nixht as supra,)
snd what about tha

Sanded two-ty-fours?

why two-by-fours?

iihy sanded? -

dhereto and why'd they crawl?
Then, why so stealthily?

fnd quel rapport with

Douzhnut dunked,

tnd dunker's yell

#ith sozgy douzhnut sunk?

Tween A and B,

And B and G,

And C and D,

And A and C,

And A and D,

AB and T,

AB and D,

Then ABC

And D,

Etc., 7

Whatts the connection?

And what has one old leaky flute
To do

With four trompettes?

bunno.
Do you?




Alternative titles for Lecture (a):

~— The Knowledge of goodAahd efil.

— Qur condition of subject. | |
v-.Our condition of subject and the knowledge of #ood and evil.
— Dreng néch Welasnichtwo.

- The problem of éxisfentialism.

— The protest of existentialism,

— Are ﬁe sunk? ;

— Are you sunk?

- Is all sunk? -

— How do you feel, Oscar?

— The candy woman's revenga.
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| QUEBEC, March 3lst, 195k,

Mr., & Mrs. John QOesterle,
54, rue de la Concorde,
BRUXELLES,.

Belgique, T

~

Dear Dr Hotndep und, also, seine Esposa:

Ladt night I sent to Mr. Leisy a mere 93
pages of mamuscript, of which only half were more than
an outline of Books I & II., I ran into so many snags in
the later books of the Physics —- some of which I overcame
triumphantly! --, and the Presses Universitalires pestered
me with their publication in bookform of all I have written
these last years on or about the Sssumption (240 pages);
and the Provincial Goverrment requested me to write a
small treatise on the political philosophy of Federation,
for its recently established Royal Commission; and a
slight infinity of other things, all of which have delayed
me in doing what I have to do before all elss, not te
mention the financial strain, a result of refusing all
outside lectures -- Boepka bearing the brunt.

I have begged reprieve until September, but
Prentice-Hall, Inc,, may prefer to drop the whole affair,
If they do, I daren't worry too much about it. I can have
the work printed on my own, right here, "en vente chez
llauteurt, After all, some authors have done well this
way, with financially encouraging success,

By the way, it now occurs to me that I was
never congratulated by you on becoming a Commander of the
Order of St. Gregory, some two years ago. This title is
uppermost in my mind because I recently neglected to
mention it in a list of the honours which had accrued to
me in the course of my career, and my attention was
called to this omission, I had told only of my honorary
membership in the San Quentin Prison Seekers! Club,
obtained some years ago by general acclamation of the
inmates. Now that commandership entitles one to ride into
church on horee-back =~ no mean privilege, you will admit,
having once cleaned horse-stables yourself. When, last
year, some San Francisco reporters asked if I actually
could ride at all, I found my bearings in the Pickwick
Papers! story of that fine young Irish gentleman, who
being asked if he could play the fiddle, replied he had
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no doubt he could, but couldn't exactly say, for certain,
because he had never tried. Somehow, I feel, you suspect
that such fiddling candidates are not too reassuring,
After all, fiddling is not Philosophy, when in the latter
the untrained fare just as well. Which I'm sure calls to
your mind the Louvain cacophony. But why the devil did

you go there, of all places? I presume you wanted to get
things straight from the horse's mouth —— forgetting, as
you now know you did, that horses, ut in pluribus, have .
still another orifice at the opposite end, as I personnaly
sensed near day and night (I drove them early to market)
with marked aversion when engaged on a farm in Detroit
some thirty-five years ago. So it was hardly the reason
that blew me to Louvain, '

Yet it does bring up the subject of latrines,
Though I fail to be aware of any problem here, seeing the
Guantities of beer gulped down the day long. And why? you
may « So I ask you: Why do fish swim and do so many other
fishy things? And here I must avow it makes me feel unnatural,
somehow a traitor to my race, to have lost nary all taste
for the brew -~ except with ham, on rare occasion. Perhaps
I told you this before. Oh well, bis repetita placent, Yes,
but what about the tedium of a twice told tale? There's
a rub which I will not scrateh until I hear from Mr, Leisy,
a man I do not know. Is-the one I met but whose name I forgot
still with Prentice-Hall? And Prentice still with Hall
and Hall with Prentice? You know, this might make a
difference, one that could drive me to more ham, My
reminiscentia fails nie, which, according to the Philosopher,
Just proves that it is only politically subjett to reason,
and therefore an organic power. So he's right again e-
though Mansion might disagree. But then he's always wrong,
especially when he's right, By which I mean that when hets
right it is per accidens, which makes his wrongs the wronger
for appearing right -- to put it Pistol's way, :

A propos of bis repetita, if I remember well,
in my last letter I began to tell you about one of my uncles
in Brussels, and his wife, who is almo my aunt, he being my
uncle thanks to her. If it has taken me so long to get back
to this subjedt, it is only because I have been trying all
this time to be clear about it in my own mind, sensitive as
I am to the French injunction that "ece qui se pense bien
s'énonce clairement”, or some such warning. Now if anything
is plain it is the ambiguous status of an uncle especially
when he is what he is because of an aunt who would at any
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rate be what she is in gquarto modo dicendi hello without
any uncle at all either past, present or future; which
calls to mind the futuribilia that at one time filled

so many tomes. But the Brussels uncle, the one to whom

I have been referring though only in tentative fashion,
is not a futuribile -- that at least can be established
by a demonstratio ad sensum at 6 Blvd. de Smet de Naeyer,
Jette, Oh! Oh! now I've started something! He might after
all have been a futuribile. In fact, some short while ago
he had barely a chance of not being one. But even apart
from this, though being the person whom he is, a this man,
to be sure, he might still have been a futuribile as ‘my
uncle! -—- or as anyone else's for that matter —- inasmuch
as he owes that predicate to World War I, which brought
him to where my aunt was (before he was my uncle yet she
already my aunt) -- a normally unlikely place for him to
come to on his own -- which makes his status of my "non-
futuribile uncle" subject to.that strumpet, Fortune., I
must add, though, that there has so far been nothing -
outrageous about this Dagwood combination; hothing to
qualify as slings and arrows, though the uncle is an
habitué of cafés, where a dart-board usually figures on
the wall, near the billiard-table which, owing to the
reason for the multitudinous latrines, he rarely uses,

A rarity which, unlike the seldom events we sometimes
ascribe to fortune, has a per se cause nevertheless. In
fact, I would place the latter in the division of what
are called "causes by their absence" (Metaph., V, 3, 195 a
10) as when a pilot is the cause of the ship-wreck by his
absence, if only the -uncle in question, by his absence
from the billiard-table, were less than the cause of more
reasons to be present at the handy installations so wide-
spread in thet fatherland of mine.

But I'm now lost in the airy eerie atmosphere
of futuribility, and need time to collect my thoughts, most
of which have already spilt there —— no doubt for the better.
Some day, though, I'll tell you about a Brussels uncle of
mine and about his wife too, who is my aunt, not because
she is his wife, nor even becasuse he is her husband.

I1ityd Burpwell, H.M.5.Q.S.C.,
membre correspondant de la SIPAP
(Société internationale pour 1l'a-
vancement du Progrés); and, mind
you, Président fondateur de 1!'Ins~
titut mondial des hypochondria?siﬁ




fuebse, August 13th, 1954,

#

Uoctor gaburp Doormat, WeP.,
c/o sir. John Uesterle, CoCe,
5L, rue de la Concorde,
Bruxelles, Belgicue, -

Jear 5y, | S

. the substance of this lotier, to come later, needs
a kinl or Coroward, decently I read an article by T.8. Eliot,
on “ihe three voices of Foctry™. I have rarely experienced
such sbudant cathars's s the cne provided by his ideas put
down 1n t.aose pages of the Atlantic keonthly. For I alwsys

udl pomzithing seminstin: in ne for which I tried to find words,

But the poet, it secwas, "cannot lnow what words he wants until
he hzs found the words",

This is excellent, of course, especislly that I
one  tosnciht yow as much, dub, He adds, "shen you have found
the words, the 'ihines' for which the words had to be found
hus dizappeared, .. I confess that, for scme time at least,
this W e stopped In discomfort -~ as when a generous dose
or 5ol Hepatica threatens to hold oute Unce we nave the word
we throw oway the "thing" - or should we even bother to,
seein that it disappears all by iteslf?

Ahl tharets the cue! «hy usc words to meen things
at 211? ¥hy bother looking for them when they may well be
rizht even thoush thinjless? :hy, for lack of them, should
one coatinus Voppressced by & burden which he must bring teo
birth in order to obtein relief"? why not Jjust make them for
the sheer sske of relievin: discomfort? for the poet "is zolng
to 21l that trouble’, we are told, '"nob In ordsr to communie
"cebe with anyonc, vub Lo zin reliel from acute dizcoaforts
“and wnen the words are finally erraned in the right way e
"or in whoat he cores to accept sg the best erranyement he
torn Jind = he may oxperience a nement of oxhwustion, of
Mao pezsement, of cbhsolution, snd of couaething very near
Parmihill Lioan, whlch is in itself indescribszble. /ind then
"he Gup sey Lo bhe popal 'ho mwurd! Find a plags {g‘- 3.019_3311‘
in a Qook — ! adn¥i oxpect e Lo Lulio &5;’ farther inter:st
"in youd's

I heve nuver folt the nced to burst forth inteo
the universal tonzue of Foetry. But there have been moments
when I felt pressed to burst forth something —— nameless
and perhaps unmontioneblel Now it oceurs to me, perchance
even to you, that just as there are words without a "thing",
there may be things that have no word, or should not. But




this is ncither here nor there, except that it is distracting
uz from the subject I'm trying to pin you down to.

Lot ts start a1l over ajzain, from where we loft
£, viz, at that rcason for catharsis without precedent, I 4
ave always hzd & swarm of words floating around in the swelled
* besom of my phantasy; of no darm use, I thouzht them, since X
*ecculd find no "things" to hang them onj and so I let them float,
"How, suddenly, we are f{aced with Mr, llot's poetic intuition,
we don't need the dumbfound "things'! rfor if the poet, oncs he
has the word, cun chuck eway the thing! who are we, imperfect
speaksrs, to dare hong on to it?

Prestorsa, I the Poet, tha volce unlversal, soes
"to all that troublse, not in erder to cowmunicate with anyone,
bub to 2-in r~ollef from acuts discomfort", why should I, vox
unlus in jeserto, ever try lo consunicate when speaking, in
mare rirose, to one only: a sinrular at any rote ineffable,
such as even you.? .ho mirvel of it ell, 1 can now Jisgorge
sy demned-up [lood of thingless words!

Pour forth, thou smpty forms,

Srom word=oppressed braind

Flow! windy epecchl

Puff up your cheeks with tiry notidn;:id
Zouse zeas of insimifierncel

cail off on thingless bosoms of the veild,
ind snort your cuasts!

£iicleborf the snolnarks

ind ooblegad the worps!

Blzst hoompledorffs,

Stirk cummums,

sind zwimpelstool the pusmucks!
Let every snorf be schniczelbaumed

rnd burnickedl
Hornyclost tie smollops!
Urgunk a1l furps!
- Let loocce waaihiletion indescribsble,
Ll now, vo Ywoy, Zuprupst
Go pot yoursclf inbto ooub e
bnfethered umezabitches)
Sweet ~deline,

Sec vhit I meon? Dont't disweproint me == ou shouldn't,
AL bhis junchuss e onie our Yentrée on mabidreY, For some time

now L hove been urping to quoosh 211 irglelorps as soon as they
turn barpy - nd I will allow nothing, nor anyona, to sway ms, nob
aven & ¢omnorduok. uranoffs, I sdait, are ornie, at times, but
even they, with duc effort and tenncity, can be gigglebooped, I
feel, thoush, in fzet I'm certain, that you will diezelbeng this
‘wholo gaddunk; yot, knowing me as you do, you will owe this could
hardly zigsle we, There is more than funk in my zwamp! And don't
they know it tool




it M i AR

\now, Wi th ecqual ,
yen thelr kworpds = ° :
no Kworp — 88 every Y

gk to Teis? 8
might gtiempt 1O» put then he has ‘
furp would realize 1f only he could“sbap to furp _hia,w;,z}):gl,\p.

: My sdrns are petting zunlﬁ' : and 80 X think R
that it's no¥ time to coonff, and turn again to ORI whi
yaou oo led for W oonty: the uxor of W oonkles A

" Yours gnorfinflys

(You, gAYy WY csl
or Burpee.s




b

PoSe = Now that I heve como in possession of an andclent,

long-lost Flemish manuscript == specilicslly, a poem,

by & femous joodledsnk from Thourout, wnile this
parochial dotall is of course without jmportance ==

I hove o snezking suspicion that Shekespeare's not

the kind of universal csuse he's bioen held up to be,

but owes the swing of one Haalet's tirsde 1o a higher
goering cIency —-— LOre universsl, even as tho sun,
zendered into the Stratford tongue, hore is evidence
that the bard's shine is no mors then of what, according
to la Kete Smith, is always coming over the mountain.

"o burp, or not to burpi thet is the questiond
shether 'tls bettor for the. gut to bear

The slurps end sloppings of outrageous bibbing,
Or 55 ruise dikes sgainst oceans of beer,

and by opposing quit Lthem? To souse, and belchj
why rot? and by one other keg to drench

The parchdd gut, rousing the thousand hicks
That suzzlinz's helr to, 1tis an undertaking

To be gurely tight. To souse, to belehy}

to belch: perchance %O spray; uy, thers's 8 pub!l
For in that cpraying belch new thirst may cona
imen we have pourdd out the fluld sour,

Huet cuve us polsel there's the respect

Thet makes onc yearn for mors in such an arid voidj
for who would bear hours and deys of waiting,
“he burmeld!s bid, the full mon's eructations,
The scorn of caply 31asses, the seorvice lent,
etc. (cadenzs) , ' .

shen he himself adght nis uuletus neke

with just another vzt 2"

(The 3 ends hers, perhaps for thot seme reason,
which méy at once sccount for an apparent lack
of continuity, of wherefore and even pointednesst.
But to be the purticular couse of this being in
thig is ol course the proper business of a lower
LZeNcy e )




Sept. 23, 1954,

Dr. ¥, Mc Gugg,

¢/o Mr, John Qesterle,
Department of Philosophy,
University of Notre Dame,
Notre Dame, Indiana,
UeSshie

Dear Guggise:

No wonder you never. found my uncle, By the time I
was about to corner the singular ex universalibus you had
already deft the only ibi-tunc where 'that particular uncle of
nine?! could have been verified. And so you moved about without
any determinate idea of what you were looking for, neither of kind
nor of genus (sea-buggs!) - although you once, sheerly per accidens,
I'm sure, hit upon an individual person who, by reason of an
inseparable accident did, gquantum ad hoc, resemble the unclefs wife
who, as I explained some time ago, is also, and. even primo, my aunt.
And I would like to point out that it was no use lraveling all over
foreign comntries for that, since you married one of those cum tali
accidente irf separabili who was with you all along. The whole thing
was a platonic waste (no pun on waist),

This morning I received another "retumr 3 l'envoysur"
or 'terug aan alzender'" from Brussels - the poem, especially composed
for you by O. McBurp, which I had added to the letter I forwarded just
this week,

I'm crucifying myselﬁ on the book, hoping to finish it by
the end .of October., Quelle corvée! I spend the interval between the
Summer Session and the beginning of this schoolyear in a stalg of grippy
faue, losing six precious weeks— and no vacation., No one here is of
any help. I show the sK8ff to be read and they return it with a "very
good" or "no errors', .

I'11l send you a sample of a chapter under separate cover
tomorrow, which I beg you to please return with your comments, It's now
the first lesson of Book I that has me in pains: I can't find the end
of it.




and higglebo

P.S. I will

2,

Oh well. Guggledump, shinkelﬁ?hoff, bornyklak
ops. ‘

Yours Zumpily,

Cecil Sneergés, 0.G,

be at St, Mary's for the Aquinas lecture,

March 7th. I hope you will not have been shot

by some

member of Mr. Maritain's goon=-squad,




UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Notre Dame, Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
915 N, Notre Dame Ave,
South Bend, Indiana

September 27, 1954

‘Mr, Oswald McBurp, Jr. A.P.AL.%
‘c/o Herrn C. D. DeKoninck

25 Ave, Ste, Genevieve,

Quebec, P. Q. Canada,

Dear Os:

I am writing in behalf of that eminent scholar, Prof. Dr.
J. A, von QOesterle, As you may know, he has recently returned from
a triumphal tour through Europe (except for that phenomenological outpost
known as Louvain) and naturally - though not as opposed to artistically -
is engrossed in the important things he now has to attend to and,
therefore, is unable to write to you, Later on, when he can resume
such extra-curricular activities as reading TIME in the bathroom,
building houses out of match boxes, and playing Twenty Questions with
himself, he promises to write you in the spirit and manner in which
he maintains you deserve, I might say, in my own behalf, that I am
not quite sure what the eminent divine meant by the latter remark; he made
it whilst blowing bubbles during his pre-prandial bath,and I felt it
indelicate to press him at such a time, :

During his breakfast, nevertheless, (scorched whale, cheese
drippings, blood sausage-sans-marmalade), he observed that he had
received a recent communication from you (characteristically mailed %o
where he was not) purporting to present an exposé on How To Use Words
“ithout lieaning Anything at 411, and he wishes to say at once that rou
were most successful in laying bare the nub of the matter. He went so
far as to say, between mouthfuls of melted mushroom meringue, that he has
never before found you so ac#de, not to say intelligible,

. At this point, I must mention that beautiful tears came into his
strong, clear, blue, firm, handsome eyes. Oh, Oswald, he spoke so feelingly
of your uncle, about whom and which he hopes to write you at length. Actuelly,
he was not articulate on the matter (a notable departure, as you know, from
his usual self), but he only sighed and muttered something about "so many

men that might have been hel" Not hortatory, perhaps, but so exquisitely
grammatical, ,

The Sheer Intellect also wished me to communicate to you that

he recently saw z lMr. James lLeisy in New York who spbke glowingly (and I
hope with some knowledge) of a manuscript soon to bome from your very mobile
teing., IOr. von Oesterle (and I mey add also, lrs, Johanna von Qesterle, who
shares in the perfection of her husband, albeit imperfedty¥y) wish it to be
known that they bank heavily on the zppearance of such a mms., 2nd wish to
be of any service thatv they might be were they able to be in such 2 case
which might happen to be if it should appear, We live in such a troubled
universe as you, Oswald, and all the poets are wont to say, without knewing
a hell of a 1ot about it,

Believe me, dear McBurp, I esteem you as you deserve; you will hear
from Dr, Prof, Herrn von Oesterle’at length as soon as he can disentangle .
himself from crates, trunks, used bubkle gum, znd a slight case of constipation,

tA1]l Poets ire Liars Hurphrey




UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Neotre Dame, Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

915 N, Notre Dame Ave,
South Bend, Indiana

October 2, 195k

Dear Charles,

o Just as under the equivocal lies the unkvocal, and underneath

the symbolic one may (eventually) discover the literal, so under our correspondence
one may occasfionally find the serious undertone, This little masterpiece

which you are now beholding contains the somewhat serious undertone, viz., 1

speak to you as J. A, O, rather than as Dr., V, McGugg or Humphrey Doormat,

After considerable reflection on your part (during which you may
" even have found it necessary to have recourse to Fapesmo), you possibly may have
concluded that our last letters créssed in the mall, mine bearing considerable
intellectual content and weightf, yours the usual sort of thing. A point or
‘two; therefore, now requies clarification, and I now address myself to the
difficult task of seeking to accomplish this for you., Please bear in mind,
as a general aid, that normally one does not pass to the second act of the
igtellect without passing through simple apprehension, I rush to the matter
a ha.ndo '

I hope that you will send a sample chapter of the boock., I shall
be glad to read it through and make whatever comments I can, I think Jean can
be of assistance on this matter too. As you may or not may recall, she spent
two years in St, Paul working as an editor for 2The Catholic Digest" and has
developed a fine editorial skill by way of making suggestions for readability
all the way down to the moron level., I need not tell you how anxious we both
are that your manuscript finally gets to Prentice-Hall, If nothing else moves
you on, bear in mind that it will be financially rewarding.

In an ungarded moment, you once mentioned the possibility of my
teaching in the summer session at Laval, I should like to do it very much if
the occasion presents itself, Among other reasons, I should like to see lLaval,
Quebec, RBoe, and the whole family again., It is 1l years since I was there!
As far as I am concerned, next summer would likely work, or the summer after
that, or the summer after that. After that last summer, agreement only if a
wheel-chair is provided., Course suggestions: "Qur Poetic Knowledge," or
something on poetics generally; perhaps something in the moral field, like
"Is there an Ultimate Natural End?" Or perhaps something in the uninspired
field of semantics, And then there is always something like "The Philosophy
of Muscle building," wh ere there is no possible question of my competence,
Another reason for my coming to Quebec some summer ks that I should go down
to visit Natalie for a weekend or something.

It will be good to see you March 7th for your Aquinas lecture at
St, Mary's. We shall try to have some coffee on hand and diluted Scotch, I am
now the owner of a 1953 Dodge (tentatively named "Heraclitus," partly because
our Citro&n in Europe was named "Parmenides" - if you follow me), Thus we can
also supply transportation. All is starting off reasonably well at Notre Dame,
I am glad to be back teaching again although, of course, I miss the rigor of
Louvain scientific training, I miss your uncle, too, but that's another story
too long to go into now. Anyway, I find I am more interested in mik®m aunts,

We live in a troubled world,

oot




October 6, 1954,

Dr wan Hind Wind, G.G.
Depart.:ent of Philosophy
University of Notre Deme
Notre Dame, Indiana
UeSahie

My dear Wan:

7 I'm sending only today the pages I referred to in a

previous bdpistle. The delay isdue to the fact that no one was around
to make a copy; adso, I expected to have the main lesson (i.e. "lect. l“@
all-ybﬂnfed in a day or so, but... Don't worry about my application to '
this work., Well, I've reached the stage wheee I'm "inexistens prohibens
extraneun”, ‘ ’

It is on chapter VI that I want your judg¢ment, for the
subject is, in my opinion the mogt difficult, and the most neglected in
all modern scholasticism - perhaps for that same reason., Jean will be
essential here, to bring it down to the moron level.

When you're through, would you mind sendlng on the MS to the
Mr. Veatch? I wrote to him recently and told him you would do so. Being
an outsider, his reaction should  provehelpful. He made an excellent
impression here.

» ' - Look out for Laval théologique et philosophique, 1954, wvol. X,
_ No 2 which contains an article on Logic by Miss Sheila O'Flynn., It
contalns some minor dulitabilea I overlooked. The thing was done under
- my direction, in a great hurry just before she left for Oxford, and
what with my own problems! Eg. she gives as the reason why St, Thomas
defines logic point as an art: to distinguish it from psychology. This
is a corollary, no wore, But I think that on the whole it is sound
enough, Father Dionne said it contains no errors . Well, that's
something.

So, ling long %ﬁ.
' Yours wanly

- Dr Sling Horsemeat, U.C.
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October 11, 1954.
Dr Oscar Stalebeer, M.D.A.

My dear Stale:

: El Seflor Rector Magnifico de la Universidad
Laval, HMonsignor Alfonso-Maria del Parente, has condescendingly
complied with my recuest to have yoyj on the staff for the
Summer Session of 1955, I, in turn, being your Dean, demand
that ycu give a series of brilliant lectures on the present
stiatus of Logical Positivism, But the next thing I would like
to know is: how long are you ready to stay? The courses
are distributed over two periods of two weeks sach, If you are
disposed to take in all four weeks (for that is what 2 weeks
+ 2 weeks amounts to), we will have to give you a second subject.
If you choose poetry, you will either have to build up a reputation
as a poet, or lecture on the Poetics of Aristotle, while the
students have their noses wiping the text — you know our methed,

Then there is the irrelevant question of honoraries,
Irrelevant, inasmuch as (a) both you and Jean are of a "nature
sportive", so that you can come up on bicycle (on some one else's,
of coursa); (b) it is good to go on a diet once in a while, and the
water in Quebec (tapped sans filss right from Lake St, Charles) is
sufficiently rich in fauna 'and piscatorial droppings, to keep anything
alive; (c) we have a tent here, that hamn't been used for seven or
eight years, In fact, as I examine the reasons for irrelevancy, the
case for charging you a fee becomes stronger, A.v., it is in your
interest that we forget the whole matter of money and let you take
what you get — such as the usual .35 £ an hour. This would allow
you and Jean to indulge in a hebdomadal hot dog (go easy on the
catsup), which is not so bad after the spare prospect stipulated
in (b). Of course, if you really need a wheel~chair, instead of
raying someone to wheel you all the way up we might negotiate train-
fare, vel aliquid hujusnodi.




"negative numbers: ag, a-1, & -

A I just read the last paragr. of your letter,
30 you are the owner of a Dodge. A,V., you are a capitalist,
Well, that gives us (d), leading right into the series of

2)_3"'3, see

Yours proletarianly

Cuthbert Bottomthrottle McTubb, 0.G.




UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Notre Dame, Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

October 21, 195L

Dear Charles,

I am sorry to be so late in getting to look over the manu-
script, but I an still in the process of settling down and getting going again,

. ) As you suggested in your letter, I hmve spent most of the time
on Chapter VI. (Chapter VIII, incidentally, runs very well as it is and would
need only minor, editorial changes; the same for the unfinished Chap. IX).

' With regard to Chapter VI, I first started to write out
suggestions and comments independently of the text, but I think this
procedure would have been unduly complicated and not always clear. 1
therefore adopted the procedure.of "rewriting," and if' you follow the
rewritten form through along with yours, you will see more directly and
concretely what I am attempting to suggest,

Chapter VI is difficult and, as you have said, it contains
important matter both neglected and misunderstood, I approached your
shapter, so far as I could, as a reader of the book, and I ask you to
bear this in mind when reading through it. For example, when I omitted
two paragraphs, I did so not because 1 thought it unimportant, irrelevant
or unnecessary, but only because I thought the reader for whem the bock is
intended likely could not profit from a further pursuit of the point in
question, Similarly, when I rearranged the order in a few places or
brought in other examples or simplified somewhat sentence structure, I
was doing so again as a reader of such a book. Even so, I am frankly
somewhat worried how much the ordinsry reader wi 1l get out of that chapter,
particularly from the long digression on the two meanings of "universal
vause." At the same time, I am just as convinced that such matter must
remain in the book, and even in the chapter (rather than as an appendix to
the chapter, which occurred to me as a possible solution),

It is more than likely that I may hot have grasped sufficiently
what you said in certain cases and if my suggested changes go contrary to
what you mean or consider essential, please overlook them. My sole purpose
has been to rearrange, subtract, simplify for the benefit of the student
reader with whom I am somewhat familiar. I hope it is helpful. I need not
add that T would not have considered it at this length had I not thought it
vias so eminently worth it.

In Chapter VII, I have suggested another order of topics (with
the gxtkin deletion of two or three of your headings). This was done = lely
for reading purposes and for what I thought vould be an easier sequence of
headings to follow, ;

I have made a feux pas about teaching next summer at Leval, I
assumed gratuitously that Notre Dsme would release me, but I find that I am
required to be here for the summer session., Hence I cannot come next summer,
Perhaps some future surmer may work out. FPlease accept my apologies and present
them to Msgr. Parent, along with my gratitude for having been invited,

T am sending the maruscript back to you rather than to Veatch
1) because I am somewhat late with it and 2) because you might want to re-
consider chapter VI before serding it on to him, I appreciate your sending me
the manuscript and you know that if I can be helpful eny further, I am most
anxious to assist., The actual editorial work can be done better, I think,

after the manuscript is sent to Prentice-Hall,
: H, Archibald McTwerp




le 11 novenbre 1954

Mr. John Oesterle,

915 N. Notre Dame Avenue,
South Bend 17, Indiana,
U.S.A.

Dear Oscar,

Refusing to maks any remarks about this
8illy nams of yours, I go right on to note that by
this time you mst believe the fruits of your revi-
sion have sunk into soms kind of puit sans fond.
The whole point is that (a) I'm now off and on in
the first part and won't get to ths lessans you saw
for some time; (b) Father Edward O'@ommer, C.S.C., of
N.-D., has given me an awful job of revision of my
own work, originally and most imprudsntly accepted
last winter on the puerile assumption that my book
would be finished; etc.

A fow days from now I will send you the
‘very beginding : ipsius principii primordium,

In haste

Jawahawarlal Fahtwal




\ UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

/ _ Notre Dame, Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

915 N. Notre Dame Ave,
South Bend 17, Indiana

November 16, 1954

¥. le Professeur, etc.
Decar etc.,

I have been asked by my wife (whdm I "have" in the most remote
sense of the term) to reply for her to your communication of recent date,
(Incidentally, if this is "have" in the most remote sense of the term,
how does one understand the expréssion I "have" an itch, not to go into
the matter in too much detail, or to mention other instances that easily

" flood the imagination? The matter verging on the metaphysical, and therefore
obscure, I leave it to you). ' -

I called ¥r, O'Connor and, after exchanging conventional signs
with him, I can reply to your duo:

a) The intention seems to be to publish the opus.

b) I hereby advise you to send your revised carbon copy
of the pages in question. Jean, clutching it in her grimy, little hand will
thereupon transcribe the appropriate changes and look it through generally
in an editorial sort of way. For reasons that totally escape me, she
expressed herselt as happy to do this for you but, of course, we live in a
world immersed in shadows, I might even goon to say a world mired in matter,
I say nof more lest you think I intend to speak condescendingly to you.

¥r. O'Connor is.dropping off the mamuscript in a day or two. °
Your carbon copy will come, no doubt, shortly after that, Jean will
proceed to work accordingly.

Your last sentence is: "I wish I had a year off, Just a year off."
If vou want to be serious about that, I have a suggestion. I am inclined to
think that you could get, in one form or another, a rord roundation Award,
Advance, or something. As I understand it, I think you could get something
without having to undergo the usual sort of research project and the like,
In brief, if you wish to encourage me, I shall be glad to investigate for you
and find out the preliminary details., You might well be able to take off a
vear and even remain right in Quebec, sufficiently succored by proceeds from
trord factory production. Let me know, :

Quidquid recipitur,

Caets cer
Johannes Q. Punctus,




November 20, 1954

. Dr I1laud Floormop, U.Z., .
. 915 North Notre Dame Avenue,
South Bend 17, ‘

Indiana. ‘

Dear Mop,

, - There 1s only one thlng I request of Jean,

and it 1s that she make no ochanges to the effect
- that even I could understand what I wrote. The
whole point is that 1f we start writing things
we ourselves understand (we, 'in philosophia lo-
quentes') we will soon be out of a Job. That is
why 1t is so lmportant to have a due amount of
incommunicable intultions around.

Segundo.. Any Foundation ready to pay me
for doing nothing is, inmmy opinion, completely
justified. Ergal, you can start working on any
proposition that holds a promise. : :

Ag soon as the bad weather is over - gosh
it's bad ! everyone 1s pcoped out and the humi-
dity 1s almost as bad as in South Bend - I will
take a last peek into the MS and send it off to.
you by airmail.

This side of 'to have to write a book"
'to have &n 1toh' 1s one of the worst senses or
'to have'. There is also an embarrassing way of
'to receive', as Aristotle shows, with reference
to a predicament that Gorglasgt into, in .
Rhetor. III, ¢. 3, 1406b4; 1t proves, again, that
what is essentially Greek is Flemish by partioi-
vation. - '

Yours impartingly,

The Unrelenting Swaliow,




.
o

915 Notre Dasme Avenue
South Bend, Indiana
December 15, 195l

Derr Chorles:

Voila! your part of th%manuscript with all changes
guaranteed to have. been m:de on tlle originale It is a fine

" artillfe - or should I say, small booke

I an sericusly thinking of tryving tec do a PhD in
philesophy, when I finish the translstion of the Perihermeneias,
vwhich I hope to do by Easter, If I conld still get one from
Laval I would of conrse rother do my work under the direction
cf sore rrcfessor there, Howevey, if that is impossible, I
@nld get ene here at Notre Domes Whether there or here i
would vou suggest a thesis topic for me? I wouldn't mind doing
& mething that would tring out the errors of the Louvein school
or ~omething that would bring out’ the relation hetween psychology
~nd ecxperimetnal psycholegy ( I took eight courses in it at
Louvein)e =~ Or anything else you think needs doing,

We ere locking forward to seeing you in the spring
and hope that all goes well with you a#nd your wonderful family,
and philesophy and theology and etc,

/1 e s p .
AT 5,/ . /(_,.il {"‘,//L eyeed.
-~ . /

k{?ﬁvé




December 20th, 1954.

Hladare John Ocsterlo,

915 7. Notro Dame lLivenue,
South Zend 17, Indiana,
LU ,

Pear Tciiean :

(a) Just received the I8 copy with your note.
Thanks for the work, and also for the math "fine”.
Did yeu sce what I'm driving at ? 1 sometimes wonder
if I do. .
- (b) On the one hand i6 would no doubt be far
nore convenient to prepare a Ph. D. thesis right there
on th~ spet. Unless you’d want to leave your house
band for a couple of years — which, on the second
hand, might not be such a bad idea. However, on the
third hand, as a subject I would suggest a treatise
on the "infirite name.” This would keep you in the
Perihermenelas, and there is a good commentary on it
in St. Albart, as well as an excellent article in
John of 5t. Thomas. Then you could take up the modemrn
logicians, beginning with Augustus de llorgan, to show
how they got everything all bawled up.

{(¢) But if you want to do something in the
field of psychology, vou might try to find out what
the nmodexns relieve the ancients thought by the
”sou%". Oxford’s Ryle might be a good starting
point.,

() s to the "errors of the Louvain Zchool,”
I, prrsonnally, believe they are best left alone
to stew and vlow up themselves.

To return to (b), I have about 50 pages here
on nomes. syaols, and infinite names, which I re-
cently cdecided to throw out of my text-book as too
difficult for B.1. students. Although they are in’
an awful ghape, there night be enough there to show




the importance of infinite names and get vou interested
in the rmoblcm

I feel very lousy about having accepted that
fieqminas lecture at St. Mary’s. All the more reason
for hoping you 11 have the guod quid of human consola—
tion.

Ve received word from Prentice-Hall this
morning. Very encouraging and an offer for an advance.
Soapka broke down and confessed to her deviocus ways.

Is it the pop-corn ? _

" Please tell your house band, Dx D. Flcormop,
that I'm having a botch of paper of my I8 for P.-H.
nimeod. The reason why he hasn’t got them yet is two-
fold : { ) a grippe contracted on or about the 29th
of Hov., and re- -enforced on Dec. 7th, that left me in
the state I was in when in St. Paul a couple years ago;
( ) we had not received the new typewriter ordered
two nonths ago. These reasons overlap, although ( )
night explain why I ditched the symbols. Somsone
borrowed ny copy of Jack's Logic and I don’t remembexr
whether he used the symbols S, P, Il., instead of A, B,
C. 1If he did, and reads what I have to say about this
late Gcholastic fraud, he’'ll take the first plane to
7.Y. and have all the coples withdrawn at retail rrice
plus postage free. 1If that is what he did, you know
what he was really doing ?!? He was tending to confuse
symbol and abbreviation. naw:isn’t that awful ?

Furthermore, I‘'m to be at St. llary’'s for a
whole week, to give a daily talk there. That’s a long
time to be anywhere for just a few talks. Now, some
years ago, Father ilullahy thought he could plan a series
of lzctures for me at N.-D. There was question of a
 semester, which is out, a prlori I suggested 10 or a
dozen lectures “Cn the nature of Contingency.” DBut the
thing has rested there. Now these lectures are ready




+o be delivered and published (text so far in French
only, .though). Is Father Reith interested ? Is any-
body interested 7 It’s real hot stuff, reaching, even
as a cause universal in causando, bot¥ genius and '
moxon.

Praeterea. Henrid Doolack was here some weeks
ago on a pleasant veeseet. I forgot to ask him for
his Ha’va’‘d address. T%ould you hav’it ?

item. A whole page and one half section had
fallen out of the "emall book” text in transcription,
+he last of Part II. Tt just happens to be the most
important one in the whole “fine article”. I'11 gend
a copy to vou, and still another to Pather Edward
O’ Connor, just to make sure it gets into the book.

Please check. '

Rursus. I better quit. HNerry Xmas. And
tanks from Boepka and her non-paying boarder.

ingus llac Huldga

P.S. Please warn you house band, Dr Archibald O’Soup,
against a certain Louvain product by the name of ,
Tenisoff. Oister Madeleva could tell why. I would
also advise that same house band of yours, Dr Lean

tic Twigg, not to try and get a certain Roy on the
campus, and be frank in the watter with Father Reith,
1f re cessary.




- P UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Notre Dame, Indiana
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December 28, 1954

C. D, DeKoninck
D. or A%
Quebec,

Sir:.

It you will stop writing to my wiie, I shall stop writing to

your witre, I think it is high time that we raced this thing man to man,

I would even go so rar as to say as substance to substance., What would

people think it they knew that you were breathing intinite names at my

wite? DId I ever go so 1ar as to breathe inrinite names to your wiie?
(Incidentally, Zoe is a dear, and I orten sigh over her great mistortune

and how nobly she bears you), Then, too, it looks a little odd to find

stray notes lying around the house-in the 1ollowing cryptic style: "Dear
Tchean: Here's da sturt dead eye told Jou about de udder day, . « " It ,
takes no great imagination and skillrul use or the intellect (I rerer obliquely
to me here) to unravel this and how I see ih it a dire threat to my very
existence . , . €. ges stutf to make me dead by injecting it in my eye in

the guise of its being milk from udder and all that sort or thing, I know,
Don't think I didn't grasp the real import oi the 1inal sentenee, seIl. and to wit:
"So you don't have te do nottinT abowd it unless suppin' ecmms up," which is

to say, at the inquest, and I assure you pleniy would come up then. I wasn't
borned yistiday nor woulda I died termorrer (Now I am beginning tortalk like that!)
So, Sir, I give you warning in tinite names that unless this sort or business
ceases immediately, I shall, sir, challenge you, sir, to a sumax duel at titty
paces with squirt guns, sir, the squirting to continue xmojwixkimg squirting
until either sees the whites or the eye ot the other and the rirst ralls, sir,

W = S o - -

Now for a moment to an important matter, What kind oi typewriter
did you get? I am very much taken with the quality o1 the tpying (I rerer to
the machine, not the typer), and since I am thinking or getting another one,
I should like to know a) the make, b) the cost and e¢) all other relevant iactors,

Please let me know this,

rr. Dulac's addressé 49 Sixth St,, Cambridge, Mass., A&t present,
he is sojourning in rlorida and will not be back there until January 10,

I shall look into the lecture possibility at Notre Dame. Are you
going to be here a whale week? ,

With regard to S P and M and A B and C, I have no statemernt tor the
press at the moment, Anyone who tusses about the distinction you raised in the
last letter is hard up for intellectual discourse,

I have noted the P, S. warning about ecertain first substances and
rind myself, peculiarly, in agreement with you,

Since I have important things to attend to, I shall proceed to

attend to them,
Heppy New Year,

*Descendant or Adam Sir




January 8, 1955

Mr. & Mrs. John Oesterle,
915 North Notre Dame Avenue,
South Bend 17, Indiana,
U.3.A. '

Dearest Friends :

Just a line *o drop you a hot tip on the market,
and explain why you might want to join me in selling
all shares you have and placing any loose change,
whether liquid or solid, you might have running or
knocking about, on the surest thing to come. You may
even want to wire your broker, wherever he may be -
unless, perchance, he happens to be none other than
yourself

Well, here’s the tipo, muy caliente Dominique
care hone 1ast night from a vacation at the Germains
in Montreal, and told us that he had been to see the
Cinerama, the fifth to be installed in all the world -
London, the 4th, has one since Sept., and Paris, to be
sixth, will have its own in lay. It seems to be a
very remar\able achievement, inasmuch as one has the
impression of being right in the film and part of its
action, with a complete illusion of a third dimension
without spectacles. In the case of a roller-coaster,
e.g., one feels one is indeed a passenger, to the
point where ladies, wed or unwed, scream as they do
in actual transportation.

Now here is the application that occurred to
ne by way of sheer deduction, with a "logique” that
yelds in no respect to the one called ”"frangaise” :

10 - if the film happens to represent rain, it follows,
loa? ally, from what has been adduced here-above, that
one will feel, inexorably, as if one - the spectator,

that is - were actually in the rain. The only way one




could ward off this impression with matching realism
would be to open an umbrella, l.e. a mrapluis.

20 - By discreet lobbying in the Cinerama industry,
letting it in on our plans and expectationsz, we could
nanage to kave it Tavour films with aoction Juriix: the
rainy season in the troplcs, to the point where no
Cinerama fan would dare to attend without the protection
of an umbrella. Since most of the films would be of

. the rainy type, while on the other hand cineramas will
eventually englobe the ecarth entire, it iz logical,
again, that the long neglected umbrella industry should,
unexpected except to the wise few (that’s us), become
one of (1f not the) boowingest coms “de L'univsre.”

If some thick, oxe-witted, bungler though
£it te object that there is a risk to it all inasnuch
as people might bring their ralncocat instead cf an
umbreila, you should be fast to point out that no one
in his right mind would dream of wearing a raincoat
in a cinema, where it 1ls already too hot. even in a
bhikini.

) In other words, umbrellas are, definitely,

ol definitely, the thing. To be entirely mractical.

the next time an umbrella-vendox approaches you, cdon’t
buy just an umbrella; buy his entire business, including,
if necessary, the very vendor himself. DBut,mind you,
‘don’t tell him why. Tell him that, like the rest of

the world, you’re sick of umbrellas, and want the

damned things scrapped, at any cost. Ile won’t care,
seeing that you pay him.

There you have it all in a nutshell. Man,
wa’'re right up there, at the top of the world - the
sky’s the limit !

Don‘t bother to acknowledge this hot tip. Act,
just act. In fact, all the action is quite up to you.
To prove how houndless is wmy generosity, I leave you
+o buy all the shares; for Boepka, who lacks imagination
for such broad entreprises, clamps down even on my old,
disfigured bus-tickets. No, no, spare me your thanks -
vou're welcome.

Yours faithfully,

Carlos de los Tipos mny_Calféntes, 0.G.
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I

Dr, Vandenbop-Boop was pensive, He 1licked a non-ash trom
his non-cigarette,

"A very curious document," he muttered. "Very curious."

I waited patiently, People or rlemish extraction, I knew,
tended to be slow, but there was always hope that they would be thorough,

"This Homer Bierburp," he asked tenderly, "s - er « a friend
o1 yours?"

v
"Oh, that is not his name," I said quickly,

The eminent psychoph&sicalanalyst, Dr. Vlassevlaer Vandenbop-Boop,
seemed abashed, , , :

"He -~ he doesn't sigh his own name?" he asked in a voice that
could only have originated in the low-lands or Europe, -

®No," I replied in measured, even tone, adding "I suppose it
is not much improvement to say that his name really is DeKoninck,"

Dr, Vandenbop-Boop raised his monstrous eyes to peer intently
at my clear, blue, honest ones,

X
"Really, Dr. 0'Clack - " Dr., Vandenbop-Boop began,
"Ch, that is noﬁ my name,” I said quickly.
Dr. Vandenbop-Boop burped,

"Am I to gather," he beggn slowly, "that you have been opening
other people's mail?®

"Ch, no," I sald quickly, with honest race slightly tlushing,
"the letter is addressed to me,"

Dr., Vandenbcp-Boop'stirred uneasily in his chair,

IXI

"But not to you by name - 2¢

"Noj to me substantially, as it were, Atter all, Dr, Vandenbop-Boop,

names are mere conventhonal signs - distinct from groans uttered on a pain
ot bed - and Homer Bierburp - Dr. DeKoninck, I mean - has not yet found a
name that will adequately encompass the essence which I am., Or late,




UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Notre nge. Indiana

4§ DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

he is having recourse to infinite names - "

I

Dr. Vandenbop=Boop quickly raised a non-hand,
"Please, " he éaid, 'no protanity."
| VID:
Dr. Vandenbop~Boop passed a nervous hand over the top o1
his neck.

"Just what do you want from me?" he asked, hoarsely,

nIr there is any way," I said rimmly, "that Homer Bierburp can
be helped, I am prepared to go to any length to do so."

"But why," demanded Dr. Vandenbop-Boop, ."did he have a child
write out this letter and - "

"That handwriting," I answered, determined at all cost to be
truthtul, "is the handwriting ot an adult substance or a semi-rational,
quasi-individual nature,"

Dr. Vandenbop-Boop helped himselt to some slightly diluted
kerosene, ' :
"We Phlegms drink anything," he explained,
XXTI x XIV

.One hour later,

XCVIII - XLIX

Dr., Vandenbop-Boop was pensive, He drained the last of
the kerosene,

"Ari8 anodder ting," he said, "eer eye eier got an
enthoosiastique ledder lak dis, eye wood be eternully heppy., Eternully

heppy wood eye be. Heppy, heppy, heppy - "
I was quiet,
"Ve Phelgms hev ower own cents of yoomer, dat's all,"
I remained quiet,

, "Noddin' ist da metter wit! dis ledder, nor wit! mi ould
fren Homer Burpburp, Only eet he treyes too outdoo Matisse - den,
watch owd - den summin da madder wit dis Burpburp - burp - burp ="

But I wasn't listening,

In a weak moment, I had taken some ot his kerosene,

X-I

6
Moosick by non-Mozart
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Non-January 15, 2468-513

Property of Prentice-Hall, Inc,

¢/o C. D. DeKoninck

25 Ave, Ste, Genevieve,

Quebec, P, Q. Canada, North Am, World.

Dear Property:

I have received, dear Property, Mimeo Copy No. sour, .
purporting to be writ by hand by yourselr, and on scanning it over
lightly, I can detect at once that this claim in no way is
exaggerated, cor instance, the spelling is a shade better than
normal, .

I am ot the calculated opinion, Prop, that the best page
is page One (except ror the one two pages betore it), Page One,
Prop, is 80% straight St. Thomas,

The second best page (in a certain respect the best page),
Pr., is Page 7 (except, perhaps, ror one ten pages berore it),
Page &, Pr.,s is 100% Euclid,:

An ingenious Way to write a book, Dear -perty.

I should like to call your attention to the bottom ox

Page 8, You will be able to rind your way to the bottom or Page 8
as tollows, Start with Page 1, then go to page 2 and, by use or the
tingers on both hands, get somehow up to 8. You are now contronted
by page 8. ceize page 8 rirmly with both hands. Then caretully, but
steadily, turn the page in such wise rashion that what rormerly was

. below your chubby hands is now anove, and what was above is now below,
You will now be looking at the bottom ox page 8, You may no¥ notice it
tor a while, but in time you will detect that the page does not read quite
so readily as when, just a few minutes ago, you were clutching with your
ghubby hands the page with the XmE part that originally was gg but is now
down, and conversely, which is (to translate ior the vulgar) to say
{dear Prop.) that the part originally down is now up. (Perhaps it would
be wise ir-you would practice this 1irst with a bl shjeet a few times
so that you will not be led astray or even conrused by the scratching on
page 8 suggesting, as it does, the possibility or meaningiul communication).
At any rate, to return to the dirficulty now conironting you (to explain it
to you again), namely, that you may now experience some dirticulty in making
out what now appears (that is, with the bottom oz the sheet up and the up of
the sheet down). This dirticulty, I might point out, is not as grave as
reading the sheet in its original position, but. that a difriculty still
remains T would be the last to deny, Yet there remains a Way out or this
ditriculty. Ask sweet Boepka tor a mirror and loJ one difficulty vanishes
only tor another to appear (which, dear Prop, i shall explain to you).
The lines as they now appear there suggest a resemblance to a triangle,
Do you really mean that?

A1l or which brings me to the point, I presume thal we are to
keep this batch ot sheets and all others that may come, then make editing
suggestions on the whole, and send all to Prentice-Hall (who have asked us

to do the main editing on the manuscript).
Yrs tr'ly, J. Prentice Hall.
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January 28, 195S5.

Madarme Juan‘Osterib.

915 N. Notre Dame Avenue,
Souéh Eend'l?h Indiana,
U. L] a . -

Macame -

The reason for unusual delay {(hurrumph) is +hat
the original copy of my paper on symbols contained so
many deletions, changes and additions, that I thought
I should have them recopied. I will send the next
batch as soon as I have time to revise the suite and
have it transcribed.

Don’t show this stuff to Professor Doctor Osterlo

- the gquy you are chained to (the kind of irrational
existent that Jean Paul Sartre likes t+o dwell on) -
lest he faint & the idea that I once intended +o put
it in my book.

That you can show to the Prentice-Hall main
editing on my manuscript fellow is the following lines
from 1. Veatch’s letter on the chapters I sent him in
December :

“fs to myrreactions to your chapters, VI-IX,

I am, of course, very enthusiastic about them, parti-
cularly the last three on fortune and chance. I have
never read anything that cangquite compare with your
achievement in rendering this vexed topic both so
simply and so adequately.

Of course as I intimated to you, I believe, in
an earlier letter, I face a somewhat different = dago -
gical problem, in regard to such material, from that
which I daresay you face. For no matter how lucid or
plausible an account may be of natural causes or of
things such as chance and fortune, my students will
always come back : but how does all this square with
modern physics ? Of course I realize that a correct
appraisal of the achievement of modern physics can on-
ly be made on the basis of a prior understanding of
what physics really is. And yet it is precisely this
particular order of priority that so many students
today seem unable to understand and hence to accept.”




14

This may help to make lMr. P.-H. 1.E.O.M, 15.
understand why I spend so much time on Physics I,
lesson l.- ‘Undergraduates have at least heard so
much about 'modern ph$sics’ that I think their un-
consciously closed mind needs a little pr y i n g.
I deenmtthis particularly necessary if the book is to
reach some or other non-Catholic College, as
7r. Pullin suggested a few decades ago.

The above referred to person - O cruel and
fickle fortune that hound you in his servitude | -
will shortly be swarmed with several kinds of intel-
ligible matter and non-mathematical mathematics :
stuff I tried out in October at a Jesuit College
(tieston, Mass.) with whopping brilliance. DBut he
has always been inclined to disbelieve the things
I said, and to believe only the things I never sald
(e.g. that Louvain is the Horse’s mouth).

0 well, ' :
Yours resignedly

Charles De Koninck.

CDX/nmd




February 15, 1958,

Mr. John Oesterle,

915 North Notre Dame Avenue,
South Bend 17, Indiana,

U.S. A.

Dear Dr Horsemeat :

The substance of your’s of February 12 reminds one
of the fellow who sought admission to the exclusive Dirty
Stinkers’ Club of the City of Ghent. Having listed his
qualifications in a letter to the President of the D.S.C.,
he used a certain length of that substance just employed
by him, and inserted it in the envelope to prove his title
- to membership in that excdusive society. He received a
prompt reply from the President who intimated that while
the Admission Committee had been much impressed by the
written qualifications, it could not however consider his
candidature seeing that a real D.S. does not use that kind
of substance, nor any other kind, for that matter. :

I will arrive on the 7th of March, either by train
or plane — mors likely by train because of unreliable

larch weather. It would be elementary wisdom on your part
~to send me your telephone number. :

My bloodpressure rose to, and since staid at, 40
degrees above my normal when learning that the U.¥W.D.
seminar plans did not materialize; meaning that I will have
to rush around for a few hectic days to make up for the
difference. Each time I sail smoothly in the work on my
book, something like this comes along. I sometimes wondex
how I ever managed to write anything at all. )

Here are a few more pages for Cheen. Which brings
us back to the dinners question. I like to be with you
two people .« { = period.) If you must have someone else
around, let it be Father Arnoult and Egan, both of whonm
I like very much. BHrd'Il don't like a quy to have his wife
mess around in the kitchen. Cheen proved she can cook to
my satisfaction, so why have her do more as if it were
still in doubt. ,

So there, are you sufficiently determined ?




b o FR I
.. .Private Palade - Oesterl

‘South Bend 17, Tndiana
february""flz_',_';_lé'SS X

“ Prof. Charles D. DeKeninck ' I
~ Cabinet du Toilette . : o e W
. Quebec, Canada. ' -

‘Mty .Dear Professor DeKoninck:

: . As you may have had occasion to
~note, in‘;’»rour,extensive' investigetiors of Nature '
On the Move, whatever is received is received
‘according to the mode of the reciplente I need

gwell no further on the manner by ¥hich nor
the material in which I now bringmysell to
address you. Nonetheless I am moved to say
{by that type ol .movement one contivcntly ex-— .
pects at least once every 21, hours - muie OILEN
inttfile zase ol Some - ) that while rorm. 11ives
_ act to matter, stil’ itte ¢ g way of
ey v, e 2o T mat. EEE:a '}’ =, oh‘“:
_expressing itselr (it is not too strony o oer
of making itsclf ¥nown)., It is perhavs {1dle To
point out that, in the conbext, 1 de not have
rererence to prime matter, but rather votter
under one ol its less attractive, thouph nene-
fheless revealing forms. I cannot escape theé
reeling, however, (a reeling orten connzched By
way ot quasi-property with that certain tyoe oI
movement referred to gbove that occurs ut in
-pluribus once every 2L hours = though more ctten
in certain select cases) - I cannot escap® the
feeling, I repeat, that any -discourse 1 wignt
develop on this matter is far in#erior tO your
wide, and admittedly richer, acquaintance yrith
the subject at hand (to indulge a metaphor).
T should not like *e suggest that you are wore
competent.-in the sense of a more yniversal cause
- but, rather, that by temperament and inclination
- you are better fitted te go into the principies,
elenents, and causes ot the matter under dis-
cugssion, I may ncw consider myseli to have
rer;dered the attentive reader docile, to a
y point, indeed,. where certain basic urges may
- have the upper hand, whence it will appear uhab
my torethought in using appropriate materia:
}113011 V.!hiCh to write will be at once appreciated.
You will hote I end this long, but skilliul, par-
. agraph at an appropriate tear,

1 .

‘. P

’




“w,'ﬁv}¢7 The ‘paintul thought has crossed my mind
"1: thatyou will, not tco Ytar oft, be moving locally
about in this area. T need nct tell you; tho

<. 14t costs me sftort, - that we shall welcome you at

. It others, you might specis

. merely wish to-sulk in your

S our modest.domicile at any and a1l times ror
liquid and solid reireshment. Perhaps you would
like to eat alone with usj perhapS'withhcthers.
) #7, © I had thought ol
such .pogsibilities as you, “rs. Mullahy and Reith
.. and ourselves, Then, dgain, with-srs. Arnault
. 'and *‘Egan, - Perhaps an. evening here with someone

'1ike Vincent Smith et uxor. “j-ybe, rinally, you
room at St. Nary's.

. , OI courses to5 foresee what a

. temperamental person like you may prerers hence
indications on your part would: be welccme. - I ask
-only ror one ocecasion at -least teo have you-here
alone so. that 1 can confront you with such things
‘ag intinite names, "udders" and the -like. _
ate student here, John
11 be geing to Laval next
brierly at least.

‘It is:delicate

. - There is a gradu
;;fHaddox*by-name;-who wi
.- £all .who would 1ike to see you
S T shall go so far as to. say that should you
. care to let us know the time of your arrival, we

.might even throw caution to the winds "and meet

CYRe L ' S

) In brier, I suggest some ilexible planning

tor yowr vizit here, T confess, tor now however,

_that the more I write under the present circum-

stances, the more that once-every-2l~hour move-

- ment thrusts jtselt upon me; it would be imprudent,
I am sure you will agree;'to~rlaunt nature in its

very bowels, to employ a manner or speaking.

‘It is superiluous to add, ror you on your

, .- ‘part, that this paper may now be used ror the
. purpose Ior which it is so admirably destined.

‘Greégvings from my vVery depths,

LuCcy bowels
(my secretary)

- B B -7
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February 19, 1955.

Dr. John Oesterle,

915 North Notre Dame Avenue,
Jouth Bend 17, Indiana,
U.3.A.

Dear John :

final of all. Those sections, and a few more to jcome,

I had mimeographed because they contain much that may be

considered irrelevant in such an elementary treatise, and

I certainly do not want the teacher who is looklng for a

student-text, to gather such an 1more851on, that is why

I submit copies of this portion for suggestions tb so many
— persons. The rest — much of which has already been shown

o the Reverend T. Ten51ng, of Norwood Seminary, Cincinnati,

\ Charles R. MacDonald, of 3St. Francis Xavier Universitv,
b Bntigonish, Anthony Durand of London, Ontario,(Miss Qhe11§>

The mimeodgraphed material I sent you is Fhe least
c

i s trat e

““{’ﬂ% h@nk jC'flypn Oxford University, Englan Henry Vedtchl Univ.
Jﬂ“i ! L\\ ; ~B'f'Indlana"M“ “MEETRIYS, 0P, A
shniel ¢ 7 kiste, of the Leonine Commission; &y tOMANY “of my Laval
NREYI 8 A colTeagues — will no longer be ngen to¥'the same kind of
revision. 802 Pitasd 7 fMt?&
: Iy hesitations concern thé)relevance of “these
2 Q:f/. first sections), For instance, the pa551ng remark! you made
(1 C‘/) concerning the example of demonstration in geometry has
decided me to return to the original draft in which I had
given Euclid’s proof in mere outline. It is Dionne who
suggested that I quote the text itself, in full. Now he
agrees that this is not feasible.
. The whole point of hat remains to be done is
A~ Phould St. Thomas’s Prooemium)be used and explained, or no ?
We certainly-pheuwdtd—not state its basic points dogmatically.
hatevér presuppositions the value of the Philosophy of

Nature depends upon must be made plain. And the explanation

. -
gttt . must be one to satisfy the contemporary mind, whether Catho-
et lic or non-Catholic. In the fore-word I shall point out

A that we can no more ignore logical positivisT/than St. Thomas

- ' ' T /@z £110 7/ eE 9
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Neplocl

¢ t
- could poneré)Averroést® or Aristotle the Platonists. We have
had Descartes, Hume, Kant, Hegel, etc., who still count in
the intellectual climate of our day. Nor can we overlook
the wholly erroneous interpretations put upon the basic
presuppositions of Natural Philosophy by contemporary Thomists,
X Such interpretations I aim to dispel, not by open criticism
s ST E?}exp031tlon of what is the truth in the matter. ‘
. A.Durand, to whom I send all the material (Part II
he already revised up to chapter XII), is an English scholar
who got his Ph. D. here. .He has just returned his copy of
the mlmeographed pages. 1 will send you the revised text t on
this coming Puesday. ¥—expest-dnother batch from hlmjln Sictinl
about a week. Whatever he has seen ¥hen-l-send-it—to-yod is
final,so far as I'm concerned.
The only remaining problem is these first 75 pages
of MS, and a bit of trouble with my health in the form of
hypertension — due I am told, to my anxiety to get this
work finished.

§

L Wi

Yours faithfully

Charles De Koninck

CIX/md
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February 23, 1955

Dear Charles:

Just a note to let you know that I received the material
you recently sent me, (Jean has been on the verge of writing you
regarding the symbols business, but has become ermeshed in unorthodoxx
spelling to a point where she is unable to communicate for now),

Ye can talk over the material when you come much better than write

- about it, -If there is any problem, it is largely a matteér of

. adaptation, - .
. The telephone number here is CEntral 2-8725. We shall

expect you to call upon your arrival, I hope you will be disposed

to having dinner with Frs. Mullahy and Reith, Jean and me here on
Tuesddy, March 8 (unless you happen to arrive in time Sunday, March 6).
Fr. Mullahy asked for such a dinner and get-together. The one with
Frs. Arnault & Egan will come, later in the week, I promise no other
get-togethers (except ourselves informally) unless you wish any.

: It was interesting getting a formal, intelligible letter from
you via Don Hammonds. Still, in some respects, I prefer the letter
beginning "Dear Dr. Horsemeat,"

It will be good to see you =

¢£ P Ahph
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Notre Dame, Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

March 27, 1955

" Prof. Chas. D. DeKoninck
Quebec, Canada., =~

Dear Destroyer of Family Life:

. My first "reason™ (if I may speak freely) in
writing to you is to request the remission of notes or material
on Abbe Dionne'!s treatment of .analogy, which you magnanimously
promised when you inflicted yourself upon the local community
recently. Common courtesy requires me to say that I shall
appreciate receiving this material,

- My second "reason® concerns Jean and her proposed
doctoral work. I gather that both you and she talked the matter
outf sufficiently on your recent téte-aftéte at St. Mary's.

As I understand the matter, she is to come to Laval this summer
for courses, next summer also, at the end of which she hopes to
submit a doctoral thesis on Symbols. I need not say how much
she (and even I) appreciate this matter taking place in the
manner described, It occurs to me, however, that you might
look at the matter once more, examine her credits and course
work, and judge to the best of your ability whether this will
work out as now foreseen, I would not want) you to commit
yourself unduly nor do I think it wise for her to get into
something that might prove longer and more involved than fore-
seen, Perhaps, however, I raise an unnecessary matter and that
all is as clear and determinate as the two of you decided. On
the other hand, I wanted you to be sure that you knew what work
she had finished (in relation to her M. A. degree) as well as
what work she would yet have to finish to secure a doctoral
degree, and that the whole affair will be quite satisfactory

on all scores, academic, psychological, moral, sociological,
and therapewtitic, -

' If all is to proceed as now forecast, I think
she will plan to come to Laval this summer (0! Destroyer of
Family Life) and that she would probably undertake the thesis
on Symbols., She will, however, write you definitely in this
regard at a later time, probably on receipt of some cofmmunication
from you indicating that you are in complete approval with the
aforementioned plan, adding, unnecessarily, a subordinate clause
on the advisiability - and even desirability = of leaving one's
husband for the finer things in life (0! Destroyer of Family
Life). "
‘ cThere is little more that I can say under these
dubious circumstances. I can only say that we found your presence
here not wholly devoid of the sort of pleasantness we should 1like
to associate with personages deserving of our friendship and
social intercourse,
I remain, Sir,
Yrs most resp'fully,

J. Arthritis Twingewell,




April 19, 1965.

Mr. & Mrs. Oesterle,
015 Nexrth Notre Dame Avenue,
ﬁogtg Bend 17, Indiana,

Herr Dr. Wurstenschneider und Veib in sein GCefaugenschaft :

I had to wait until this afterncon for
dafinitive information on Jean's scholastic status
tere. Since the new rules are not retroactive,
her case falls under the ancient ones, though not
absolutely. Unde (i) she still has 35 semester
hours to do; (ii) this can be achieved in one
Summer Session (viz. 10 hrs) plus one semester
(viz. 25 hreg) of the Academic year. Since the new
requlations, imposed by the Graduate School, are
retroactive in the matter of doctorates, Jean would
at any rate, have to be here for a regular semester,
even though she had less clasases to follow in that
time. The Suimer 3. can count only for the licence,
and on this score she can obtain this degree under
tne old Paculty rules, while several hours of the

icadenic semester ycar will be automatically added
on to the hours of the Sunnmer S. At this point
I cease to be clear in my own mind, so what can
you expect ?

This is actualTy nore advantaqenua than
what I had in mind when in South Bend, thinking, as
T did — ( I said thlnking , Sir). that Jean would
have to take two S. Sessions plus one semester of
the Acadenic year. What I had hoped was that she
would have to be liberated from your clutches for
an entire year; but the Graduate School has no
ruling pernlttlnq substantiation of this hope, so
I now give up.




Wow, as to the thesis. You must admit that

.the subject ig interesting. If Jean has any

apprehensions about it, she ought to be able to
make up your mind {note the ’your’) during or
after the coming Summer Session.

Gesundheit,

Wissenshaftliche familienlebenverwiirster
mit sauverkraut und rosenblum.
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May 24, 1955

Dear Charles:

The lohg delay in answering your letter has had

.reason behind it, The main one is that we have been going thru
. .the long process of moving from the old residence to the new,

We are now in the new place: 1127 N. Eddy St., South Bend, 17.
Your letter came as events were mounting to a climax, a climax
that continues e'en 'till now (poetic mode, in case the gross of
mind do not catch it). But more to the point: we became so
involved in alterations of this place and with the mounting of
unforeseen expenses connected therewith (to get to the heart of
the matter) that I became more of a financial farce than ever,
to a point where even "esse" itself is an open question, All of
this put a damper on various ventures, including the Quebec one
of Jean, - '

However, the long storm now seems to be passing over
(I trust you grasp the figure - I mean, the figure of speech, not

.some human figure, although I think there is a good deal to be

said for the latter, depending, of course, upon the figure in
question; not yours, for example; but, I fear, I wander), We
appreciate your investigating Jean's scholastic standing and your
ascertaining what she would need to get a doctorate, I have to
admit that I am not too happy that she would have to spend a
regular semester away from here; on the other hand, to be able to
complete her doctorate work in that time plus the summer session
is, on all scores, very nice, i

To speak briefly, as is my wont, we are going to try
to plan on her coming for this summer!s session. I would appreciate
then, your dropping a lucid note containing the following informa-
tion: 1) The date of the beginning of the summer session, which is
to say, when Jean should arrive, and 2) any suggestion as to where
and how she should apply for lodgings for the summer session., I
imagine the latter point should be looked in to fairly soon because
of the crowded situation in Quebec in summertime, I had thought of
writing to Msgr. Parent, but I do not think I should trouble him
about such a matter, but we do not know to whom else to write.

I spent last weekend with Henry Veatch in Bloomington; .

. we thus finally met and had a thoroughly enjoyable time discussing

a variety of things. He will be seeing you in Quebec in the middle
of June on his way to England, As you know, Fr. DuLac and I (and
possibly Fr. Belleperche) will be coming to Natalie's place shortly
after the middle of August to take part in a weekend discussion.
I hope to visit Quebec again (after 15 years) and if you are around,
I may condescend to see you as well. However (do not read this
sentence, but simply tell it to Zoe), I am looking forward par-
ticularly to seeing Zoe again., And the whole family (although I
know only a fraction of the family),

Let us hope that the summer thus works out somewhat
along these lines, With the best of (second) intentions,;




July Uth, 1955,

' Mr Jofn Cesterls ~ .. -
1127 N, Eddy sSt. . ' . .
South Bend 17, Minn, o o : ~

Dear Johni

Just the other day I had a respectful monologue
‘ mﬁth St. Joseph, There had been no bargain, but it seemed that,
having served.as a willinO instrument of so much publicity for
him these lost years, he had given no tansible signs of appro-
val, and frankly let me down -= no Hdoubt mea culpa. It now
appears that he has considered my arFument and promptly done
psomethlng about it, .

4 .- At any rate, it is all rather marvelous., On
this day of rellef we can only say that we hope our prayers
in behalf of our unknown benefactors will be promptly heard,
St, Theresa of Avila said that her prayers to St..Joseph
had never remained unansywersd, and she asserted this.to be
true for each and every one,

. : ‘Please transmit to our benefactors, in your
‘own way, our deep gratitude, and assure them of our promise
“to offer the daily Cammunions in the famlly as well as the
Rosary for their 1ntentions. ,

-
- .

Yours faithfully

. Pe«Se. As for the P.-H. arrpxgment for & postponement, please
57 make it. The work will be so much. the better. In a few
Vamonths I.could" recover .the - energy I had when writing the
Cosmos~near twenty"yuars ago — at a time when I etill

took:a’ vacatlon.' ' ' e




UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
Notre Dame, Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

November 14, 1955

Dear Charles:

I do not know whether this letter will reach you,
and hence I will not write at great length, Your card from
Brussels came, with the scene of the never-to-be-forgotten
Grand Place of Brussels, I miss Brussels a great deal, and
so much of Europe. I must figure out a way to get back to
Europe sometime, .

Jean and I were both greatly distressed and grieved
to learn of the misfortune that befell Joseph Marie and how
this case of mala fortuna prevented Zoe's coming to join you
in Zurope. VWe have been saying prayers.for the complete re-
covery of Joseph Marie, and Masses have been said for that

-intention by the Dominicans, Fr. DulLac, and so on., Natalie
Lincoln was here for three or four days recently, and she
told us that the trip to Boston to the eye specialist seemed
to indicate that perhaps even the injured eye can be saved
and restored, Let us fervently hope and pray so! Ths news
came as welcome to us, for the first reports (also from
Natalie) indicated the probable loss of the ERXEXE one eye,
Not knowing whether Zoe was able to go or not, I wrote to
Thomas expressing our sympathy, distress, and prayers,

If the news continues favorably, perhaps it will
not be impossible for Zoe still to join you in Europe. I would -
be so happy if Zoe could spend.time with you in Europe, and I
know for you, infinitely more so. We both hope very muchthat
this will still happen,

. The temptation may strike you to go to Louvain and
give addresses on "The Future of Thomism," but I trust, that yau
will sternly resist the temptation and simply relax in the
wonderful spots of Europe, I wish we could drive around with
you in Brussels and elsewhere. ' ”

Ralph McInerny is getting on well here, I think,
I like him very much and find him very capable, The same’ applies
with equal force to Sheil=n 0!'I'lynn whom we have had over several
times, and whose petite femiﬁﬁty stands in interesting and )
enjoyable contrast with the article "0On the First Rational Process."

Let us know your plans as they develop, You know you
are welcome here at any time if that venture should seem fruitful
and advisable for you. I hope the news continues favorably about
Joseph Marie and that perhaps Zoe is coming after all,’

Our love and prayers,
A

S cke




UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Notre Dame, Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

January 26, 1956

Dear Charles,

I will not write at length because I am not
sure this letter will reach you at the present address, al-
though a recent letter from Zoe gives this address, She
writes that all is going reasonably well and -~ Deo gratias =-
that the eye of Joseph-Marie is slowly improving., I
certainly hope that she will still be able to get to Europe
while you are there,

My immediate reason’' for writing you is to let
you know that Fr, Reith has the permission of Fr. Hesburgh,
the President, to invite you to Notre Dame for either the
coming fall semester or the spring semester a year from now,
You will undoubtedly get word a little later from Fr. Reith
(I gave him your Rome address), but I thought I would write
you a while so that you will have more time to consider
the proposal. (You can abstract from my writing to you).

I hope that you will be able to take advantage
of the offer. I am sure that the teaching assignment would
not at all be a heavy one., When Fr., Reith first talked about
getting you here I wondered whether the time would be appropiate,
namely, directly after a leave of absence from Laval, Perhaps
so, perhaps not; you are probably the best judge of that,
Fr, Reith was inclined to think that it might be psychologically
good, that is, you could resunie teaching on a light scale
before going back into a fuller schedule, That wogld be the
argument for coming the fall semester, An argument for the
spring semester might be that you usually try to get away a
considerable portion of that time for lecturing, and hence
might be more manageable then, I only hope that you can do
one of the two semesters and that Laval will see, among other
things, that it is to its advantage as well as Notre Dame 'S
to have you here for a semester. ,

Meanwhile, carry on in the noblest of manners,
Actually, that is impossible unless one is an Oesterle, but
perhaps you can participate in it, however feebly,.

. At the moment, there is no more that I can say
without becoming profound, but at troubled times like this I
do not want to disturb you unduly -
hence, yours truly,.

Je. A, non-=Dooley




UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Notre que. Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

October 27, 1556

Dear Charles:

Sheila O'Flynn told us the other evening that your father
had died, and Jean and I wish to let you know that we shall remember him
in our prayers end at Mass. I imagine that you are particularly glad
you were able to be over in Europe last year and to have seen your father
as much as you did. Nevertheless, I can appreciate your sorrow at the

present time, and I wish to give you our sympathy and understandinge.

I am aware of the substance of the recent correspondence
between you and Fr. Reith, which has & long-range aim as well as a short-
range aim. Taking up the latter point only for now, I hope, if developments
continue to proceed favorably, that you will come &s & visiting professor
perhaps for the fall semester of 1957-58. 1 can well appreciate there
may be difficulties of one kind or another standing in your way, but I
should like to urge you to come if it is at all feasible. Apart from
the good Notre Dame would gain by your being here a semester, I think
there is an important good for you as well, namely, the opportunity to
teach in an American Universiiy and so to become even better known
in this countrye Relatively few persons, after all, have ever had
a course from you in English, and a semester here would certainly
provide a fine occasion for that opportunity to develop. It would seem
to me also that your general position would be enhanced by having such
an offer from a large, American university and by accepting its I
suppose, of course, these and many other considerations have gone through
your own mind, and so it is probably not necessary for me to dwell on
any of them. I only wish you to know that, so far as I understand the
venture in general, I hope it will work out so that you will come.

We had a nice letter from Thomas shortly before he left
to see you in Belgium and then go on to England and Oxford. I hope
all is going well with him and that he is finding his stay at Oxford
profitable, enjoyable and interestings I presume your yedr in Europe.
worked out well on the whole.

This letter is beginning to sound as stuffy as hell, and
perhaps I had better cut it short for this time. I want to add, though,
that if I can be of any assistance, inffrmative or otherwise, in regard
to your coming here, let me know and I shall respond with the sort of
graciousness that has characterized the name of Oesterle throughout the
centuries, back even to the times when the von Oesterles and a few other
non-Flemish personages bravely kept burning the torch of civilization
and culture.

We hope all goes well with you and you will extend, I trust,
the sort of warm greeting that has always characterized the Oesterles
throughout the centuries to Zoe, whose charm and loveliness has always
led me to believe that somewhere back there is a link between her ancestiry

mend dlivmed a2 ol T Leceds anrm mrmt ity 2 eon mersr v, T M R AS




'UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Notre Dame, Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

February 23, 1957

Dear Charless

Needless to say, both Jean and I are delighted to
learn that you will be a visiting professor at Notre Dame next
fall, Fr. Reith spoke of having talked with you recently by
long distance telephone when, apparently, the matter was
finally concluded. I think it is a gnod step for you, for the
University, and for everyone, Of course, this observation depends
on what one means by "step," and which steps are good and which
are not, and irf one reflects, further, that the way you step is
decidedly a different sort of step from any other step known to
man, though perhaps not so different from the Steppes of Russia,
the pungency of the foregoing remark may, in some justice, be
open to question. Let us, however, simply sidestep all these
difficulties and simply assert, putting our best foot forward,
that a step, after all, is a step and, further, that it is good,
at least in the transcendental sense of the term, I conclude,
therefore, that despite your manner of gait, you have made a
good step, and this assuredly is an accomplishment in this troubled
world of ours in which existential agony runs amuck,

It occurs to Jean and me that, among the many steps
you will be taking whilst here, many of them will constantly lead
¥ou to a place where you may repose during times of thunder,
lightning, hail and snow. You may, of course, have ideas of
your own where and how you wish to live while here since it has
to be conceded that you give signs of being a ra&ional supposit,
able to perform at least freedom of exercise., Assuming, for the
sake .of argument, that at certain lucid intervals you are able to
rise to freedom of specification, let me hasten on to say (for I
am enamored of brevity) that we shall be happy to have you stay
with us during your forthcoming sojourn here. As I recall the
place in which we now live and in which I am at the moment, ‘it
seems to me (if I were to look aronnd) that there is an extra
room in addition to the bathroom; in any case, there is a bathroom,
You might even have a desk and book shelves and books and shoe-
laces at your disposal., Also a floor. And although I don't walk it,
we are only ten minutes' waliing distance (perhaps fifteen for you)
from the University, altho you probably won't walk it either. o
No steps in the house, however, down or up, which will put a erimp
in the many good steps you might otherwise take. Anyway - and to
put the matter briefly, as is my wont, you are most welcome to
stay with us next fall if you would like it; and if, for any reason,
you prefer not, well, there is always freedom of exercise,

Tender greetings to Zoe., Would she be visiting you here while
you are here? If so, of course she would be welcome here too,
Emphatically so, I might add, i o

J Y o N




UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Notre Dame, Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

May 24, 1957

Dear Mr. McDump, 0.G:

Your letter aged me in the process of reading it.
When I reflected on the full implications of "tempus est magis.

‘causa corruptionis,® I felt very low. There was a time when

I could retire into the philosophical order and escape the
vicissitudes of time and place, but now that even philosophy
has become existential and there is only the "to be," I no
longer have that out, o

I note with pleasure, tempered with caution, that
you are now in Connecticut finishing off the book in a
torreéntial outpouring of verbiage, To drive the kEnife in
a bit deeper, I call your attention to the fact that at the
end of the next month a book on ethics by a supposit known to
you is scheduled to roll off the presses of Prentice-Hall,

Incidentally, that book of yours is sorely needed
heref at Notre Dame for the course in rhilosophy of nature-
which, as always, causes a rumpus, princij ly because there
is no text that can be used for students.,” Of course, some
object to philosophy of nature ut sic, but a manageable text
for the students would help a great deal to eliminate many
of the difficulties, I hear that Vincent Smith is at work
on such a text also, With all this brought to your attention,
you should be fired to dash off the remaining paragraphs
if not with enthusiasm, possibly with determination,

I know that ya will dod all that you can this fall
to bring out the interest and importance of philosophy of
nature in the course that you will be giving. As you might
suspect, there is a good deal of opposition among some here
to a2 philosophy of nature as traditionally conceived ~ par-
ticularly, as usual, from science quarters, Fr. McMullen,
whom you have met, propagates more or less the lLouvain line
in the science college and, since he talks well though not
necessaridy accurately or profoundly, he influences those
already disposed to believe along those lines. Incideatially,
except for a brief period in September, he will not be here
next year, having a philosophy of science award to do work
at Princeton, I should mention also that the mathematics
department is having some outstanding mathematicians here,
principally in connection with symb®&lic logic, and they will
not be disposed - perhaps not even interested- in having a
philosopher do anything in mathematics; all the more reason for
your making that course you are giving in philosophy of mathematics
a corker in case anybo#ty along those lines shows up. Somehow,
I gather, the mathematical mind seems to think it can be phil=-
osophical about mathematics without being philesophical and that




UNIYERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
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"a’philosophical mind ‘cannot be philosophical about mathematics,

if you follow me, But although there are such difficulties and
even opposition, you will ‘also find many interested and disposed,
Tt should be a great and interesting semester, one that you should
find\challenging as well as rewarding,

And of course you are welcome to stay with us., However,
I do not believe that I mentioned some of the house rules in
force here, Shower time, for example, is only between 2 and
L in the morning, owing to problems of pressure in the South
Bend Water Department., After you have taken a few showers at
that time, you will come to enjoy it immensely and wonder why
you ever thought of taking them at any other time. Of course,
you may think it an inconvenience to get up to take a shower
at that time, but when you learn that we get up at 1:30f every
night anyway for a concentrated half hour of Yogi exercises,
you will find that taking a shower is a natupal complement
to that activity. Then after you have taken a shower = in=
cidentally there is no hot water - you will not be inclined
to retire again right at once, This too we foresee by ,
having a brief rock n$ roll session which, for reasons which |
escape me,is objected.to by the neighbors. Apparently they J
stay in bed all night, indolent as they are, 0ddly, I don't
like rock n' roll except between 4 and 4:30 in the morning; |
it is a time in which I see everything in a different light
or, to be more exact, in no light at all., Of course, after

~a rock n!' roll session, 'one is a bit too aroused to retire

immediately, so we have laid aside the period of 4330 to
5 for silent reading of Oriental mysticism, a field of con-
centration undeservedly ignored by the western mind, You see,
4:30 to 5 in the morning our time,puts us in tune with the
Orientals twelve hours later and we do like to make this as
much a One World as possible, Now it is kind of silly to try
to go to bed at 5 in the morning with dawn shortly off, so we
have breakfast, but since Jean usually is wrapped up in Oriental
mysticism for three or four hours afterwards, I have come to
partake of a little shredded wheat by way of breaking the fast,
slightly soaked with warm goat's milk, I might mention that the
goat in question is quartered just outside the window of the
bedrboom you will have, obviating the need of an alarm clock
and tempering the desire to open the window for air at night.,
The latter is not necessary anyway unless I decide to put in a
furnace next year, but why put in a furnace when we can get
along without a stove or a refrigerator? Incidentally, if you
like a bed, bring it; we prefer loose straw. I'm sure you will
enjoy it here, I told you, didn't I, that the house burned down
in April? We find the tent far more satisfactory; no floors
to keep clean, for example. The tenty leaks a bit, but it
facilitates taking showers especially between 2 and 4 in the

morning, but I told you all that, Lookkng forward to seeing you,
: J. von O




February 31, 1876,

Sir:

It has been reliably reported to me thru Reuters that the mysterious
sheaf of paper addressed to me last week has been identified as coming from
you. Factual evidence: "Cabinet du Doyen", reminding me that once on a
time I had borrowed a couple of such pages for scholarly use, Lousy
baper, too.

I wish I could say, Clarence, thptvI was so glad to hear from you,
But as long as I wish I could say it, why not say it and have it done?
As the poet says:
There was a young faellow named De
Koninck who had a wife Z; '
Though -two they are each,
Then how does one reach
The equation: (a x b) - ¢ equals p?
(When p is the pod in the Quad, by God) -

Altbough 'tis true that John of St. Thomas seems to say that
gemitus est gemitus is not a functional proposition, I don't know where
the hell I am anymore in logic, but I feel strangely and warmly at home
when I read other logiocians, Item, Korzybski: (Aristotle) "togk the
structure of primitive-made language for granted, and went ahead formulating

e philosophical grammar of this primitive language, which grammar - to our
great semantic detriment - (he) called 'logict, deﬁning it as the 'laws
of thoughtt', Because of this fororwx fomulation in a general theory, we are
accustomed even today to infdict this 'philosophical grammer' of primitive
language uponr our children, and so from childhood up imprison them un-
consgciously by the structure of the language and the so-called 'logic', 1
an anthropomorphic, structurally primitive universe,” Etce Etc,

- I am really thankful that you ordered the books for me, While I am
above the petty favour-favour symmetrical relation, nevertheless I shall,
Gott mit mir and conscious that right must prevall, cleanly and clearly
unearth your lost papers in Detroit (which, considering your xixk cloudy
and cloddy description and explanation) is certainly a heroic task. Gives
me, the feeling St. Thomas rmust have had when he muttered: "Smackers, I wish
I could get hold of that lost mss. of Chrysotom." Except that the mss,
isn't Chrysotomt's,

Yosterday (the 3rd) was certainly a tragic daye Via the radio, I
visited all Europe and ended up on the middle of the Atlantic. In all this
hellish mess, my immediate real concern is for poor De Monleon. I suppose
it is needless to add that we shall be without him this year. Which, bad
enough, isn't half as bad as he mist be fecing - right now. Why say more,
at the moment?

I may be a little late in returning to Quebec, i. e. arrive there
about the 20th, which I judge will¥ be all right., Until then, greetings to
Munffkoff Babooshka, to all the kiddﬂ,es, and if any is left over, most

warmly to you, my dear Joseph. W , :}
~ II “_,:‘ ) . § l -
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