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Dear Mr. De Koninck, ' :

It is very kind of you to make a special inquiry after my
health but it has cost me some hesitation to know what to reply.
The question is one which ordinarily can be answered with a casual
word for it is nearly always casually put, but since you have
given yourself the trouble of actually writing it I feel obliged
to meet such friendly solicitude with amore serious response than
is customary. Yet I cannot overcome = profound reluctance to be
specific in this matter. You will understand why when I tell you.
that since I.was twenty I have been struggling with some ailment
or other, real or imaginary; and I have come to see that my very
salvation depends on a difficult balance between prudence and a
persistent refusal to lend an ear to the complaints of brother
Ass. 1Will you then be good enough to accept as your answer that
fine formula used by St. Aloysius in his letters to his mother
(mothers are not easily put off but this seems to have done the
job for him):"Dear Mother,-I am well emough. ...."By which I take
it he meant that he could get on pretty well with his work and was
up and about. :

My arrival home was a bit saddened by the fact that I found
my Mother so 1ill that I had her moved at once from Stratford to
the hospital here in Londcn. She has never been in acute danger
but is suffering from a number of allments, anemisa, blood-pres-
sure, a weak heart and worst of all has reached that time of
life,.new that my father is dead and her children are all gone
away, when she has 1little to live for. It was while getting ready
for the marriage of my youngest brother and breaking up her home
to go and live with my brother who is a priest in a little parish
near Vindsor, that she got this last attack. She is decidedly
improved since coming here and T think will be well enough to
resume g normel life at least for a while, but there is no need
to tell you how much anxiety one must feel for her. I suppose it
is the same for everyone; our mother is the one person to whose
loss we cannot possibly adjust ourselves.

As T sit here at my typewriter I could wish that you might be
with me for a moment to see why 1t was I complained so much of
horesickness during the winter. Through the open window I hear
the brown-thrasher singing and the 1ittle silver trill of the
yellow warbler, and farther off the faint voices of a dozen other
birds. When I look out it is to see the whole sky, a great gold
sun half-sunk behind the distant elm-trees lighting up the green
countryside, a little universe of light and shadow, of trees,
flowers, of life and movement, which has been the background of
my life since I was a boy. I do not say that 1 feel at home in it;
rather it has been a beautiful and tantalising mystery for me
ever since I was old enough:sto think about it; indeed it has never
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'so much as grown familiar, But it is my 1ittlw window on the
general mystery of the entire unilverae, I think that in modern
literature and perhaps even in modern philosophy we have too many
globe-trotters, cosmopolitans, who have glanced at everything
and seen nothing; who do not realise how difficult and slow is
the task of merely experiencing a thing -- neot to speak of explain-
ing it. Well, I am back where I can in an hour or two put myself
within hearing of the wood-thrush; and one of the things I learned
during the winter which made me congratulate St. Thomas from my
heart and which confirmed all the unconscious Aristotelianism of
my nature was that what the great books of the Physics can tell
me of the wood - thrush is quite negligible, and that it. is better
to have once heard him than to know what we can know of his causes
and reasons.,

I will perhaps enclose a picture of the Seminary. But I am
not so much attached to the building, of course, as to the kind:
friends within it and to the country at whose edge it stands.
This attachment to kmms home blinds me, perhaps, to the short-
comings and defacts that would be vividly present for the stran-
ger, In fact I suppose to the traveller's eye our institution and
our corner of Ontario will seem pretty much like any others of
the sort; but I have taken care of the traveller in the paragraph

above.,

I suppose vou will by this time have the news that Dr. Phelan
is leaving Toronto and 1is being replaced by Pegis. Fr. Denomy of
that school 1s some sort of cousin of mine and at the wedding of
my brother he mentioned this change. He made various inquiries
about Laval and brought up the matter of the controversy but found
me quite devoid of information. He also gave me some of the details

regarding the replacement of Dr. Phelan and I really feel sorry for

him. He has been there so long it will not be easy for him to
seek a new post.

4

Well, I myself have scarcely thought of philosophy since com~
ing home and it does not lock as if I will be able to do anything
befcre Jduly. The annual retreat begins next week =nd in the meant-
ime I must get up a sermon for the ordination of one of our boys.

It is this last task that calls me away from the letter I am sending

you.
Please give my kindest regards to your wife and let me

reveat to her my thanks for your frequent hospitality towards me.
‘And then my greetings to all the children from Maria to Thomas.
Now with my sincere good wishes to yourself, I am

very falthfully yours in Christ

lo. & enoer(
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July 29, 1946

Dear Mr. beKoninck,_

I hame been having.an unfortunate Summef'of it so far and
I am writing to'consult you as to a possible change of my plans
for the coming year. _

In my last letter I believe I mentioned‘the 1llness of my
mother which-was causing the whole family.such concern. Well, she
was in tﬁe hospital here and I'was visiting her evéry'day when,
in an evil hour I made a'routine visit to a dentist ahd hed a
tooth extracted. An infection set in and before lhad time to .
reflect I was in the room next to my mothér. Peﬁicillin and sulfa
brought me round in a couple of weeks_but 1f seems alﬁays.my
misfortune to catch ailments that prevent me from eating,so that
I am rather slow in getting back my strength, My mOthér left the
hospital at about the seme time I did but we had had only e few
days' respite when an older sister died very unexpecﬁedly. T will
not trouble you with the sad details of ;his, the first death

among the children of our large family; it was a hedavy blow for

my mother in her weakened state, but a heavier one for the young .

family my sister leaves behind her. The eldest of her children
ig a seminarian in our own Seminary here.

But to come to the matter in hand, here I mm with nothing

but a few false starts made at my licentiate thesis and the Bishop

insisting that I must take two or three weeks vacation. Now it

occurred to me *that you had once told me that if necessary, one
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could discharge all one's schblarity (inlthe doctoral year) in

a singae term; taking IO hours a week for one term instead of

5 a week for bdth.‘It seems to me that ﬁnless'my health improves
a good deal in the next foew weeks T may be obliged to postpone my
return until the beginning’pf the second term,~Would you bé good
enough to. send me your approval of this prpposai if you cénf cee
I was on the point of suggesting it to my superior the other day
in order to quiet his ngsgivings but'on second thought decided I

had better first consult you.

If, however, I am well enough to satisfy the benevolent scru- .

tiny of the authorities in early Septembér, I will come back then
and hope to finish the thesis at some time or other during the
first term while following hhe qiassesif- unless you think that -
imorudent. | _

In ﬁhe meantime EGO SAPIENTIA lies almost neglected on my desk.
I am truly sorry that I have‘been,able to do so little; the work -
of translating it is delightful in itself and also brings one

the feeling'of shdring'in a Spiritual'enterprise.'ln spite of all

I have managed to read it a couple of times more and maske a number

of marginal notes to help me in dealing with the earlier portion.
If you are able to find anyone else to take up this little task
for you, vlease do not hesitate to 4aceept their services,'nor con-
sider my feelinés in such a matter. Hhe important thing is to .
get the book into print and T am afraid I have been as much of a

hindrance as a help so far. But if I am still the best you can

T e e~ vy e _
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secure, L+ can only beg you to have patience.I*have learned not
to look very far ghesd in life, notr to be confident with prom-
ises, but I assure you that this is a piece of work that I feel
would be of great benefit to myself spiritually.to say nothing
of its potential influence on others, and I am impatient for the
day when ¥ may sit down to 1t undisturbéd.

with my kindest regards to>your wife and to all the

children and my best wishes for ypur success in your own great

work,

Faithfully in Christ

W T




OQuébec, ler aofit 1946,

Y. 1'abdd A, Durand’
St. Peter's Soninary.
T.ondon, Mt.

Cher M. 1'abbd:

Clest peut~-3tre par sympathle, mails moi aussi J'ai 44
1égdrement indisposd. Juste au milieu do la sesslon des
cours d'été, j'al cubl une opdration d'urgencs ol on m'a ene
levé 1a vésicule diliaire. Men mal était la culte d'opdrae
tione que j'aveie subies 41 y & vlus do vingt ans. . M. de Hon~
1éon 6tnit zrrivd la veille et Father Wullahy » pu faire pour
moi lo cours de méthodologie scientifique. . A

folagnez d'abord vetre santd, Te projet que voue me suge
géroz eat toud 4 falt conformo aux réglementa, mals jo ne vois
rag pourquoi vous devriez ndcessairement composer votre théae
en m3me temps. Vous pourrez noturellement y traveiller, maig
povraqusl wouleir ia terminer sittB8. I1 suffit dlen falre ict
les gsrandss lignes; vous pourrez llachever chez voug tranquil-
lement, Ménaser-vous, ne fit-ce que TOUr NOUS A8SUrer ls ¢e-
cours nécessaire d'un homme de votre trempe.

Quant A Hgo Saplentia, Je ecuis percuadé plus guo jamais
dten faire paraftre une traduction angleise, meie nous ne some
meg pas tenus 4 1'impossible. Faites ce que wvous pouvesz., A
chague jour suffit es veine. Souvenez-vous du traité de 1'éter-
nité. “ous les jowrs sont aunjourdihui.

Ma femme me prie de vous présenter ses hommages..

¥n toute cordimlité. .

!

Charles De Eoninck

P,5. Comme j'al dicté cette lettra & ma secrétaire, elle est
éderite en ffangais. :

i~
5
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Mr. Charles De Koninck

25 ave., Ste., Genevieve

‘ Quebec, Que.

‘Dear Mpr, De Koniﬁck,

I was.vefy sorry to hear that‘yoﬁ.also\havé heen sick.
My knowledge of mediéal'terms in French is nét very good, but |
I understand that you have had an emergency operation for‘ééll-
bladder and that is certainly serious enough. 1 sincerelyrhOpe
you are making a éood recovery and that you will not hesitate to
~ adopt yourself some of the kind advice that you have offered me.
Your services to the Church.seem to me quite 1rréplaéeable.

I havevdecided that the only safe course for me will be
to wait untii the'second term before taking up residence again
in Quebec. The doctorai thesés does not strike me as in any way
urgent but the licentiate 1s something I would like to have out
of the way; and although I understand thaf the rdquirements for
the lesser thesis are not severe, nevertheless, since 1h my case
the wor# iwill be dding for it has a direct bearing on the doctoral.
thesis, + must work slowly and capefully or risk having the same
ground to cover later on. + might remark that I have already be-
gun at it and am dismayed by the difficulty and extent of tle
task, even though it 1s no more than a simple analysis of one of
Shelley's essays =-- but +find it fascinsting work and I am deter-

mined to do it well,
My hope then, is to have this done by November and then

to come to the University for a week or two for the examinations

I was unable toltake last spring; then, please heaven, I will




be in the front row listening to you for the secbnd term and
will stay until the end of July 1f I can; But I cannot tell you
how sorry I am to miss the lectures you will give this term. |
0f all the teachers Lhave ever had you are the only one of whom
it is constantly and unfailingly true that what you doffof me

I could never possibly do for myself.

My kindest regards to yéur.wife. ¥ will write again
when I can maeke some sort of report on the‘progress of my work.
For the present L am déliberately and reluctantiy on vacation
and will leave to;morrow on a flshing}trip. .

Wifh my most sincere good wishés

Faithfully in Christ

G Vi
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CRarles DeKoninck, Ph.D. s A e November 29, 1946

25 Ave. Ste Genevieve

Quebec City

Dear Professor DeKoninck, _

I Qill be sending you mﬁ‘licentiate thesis with-
in the next few days. It has been finished fbr a full month
but I have been at the'mercy of the only typist I could find,
who took on the job in her spare timé and apbears to have
had very little time to Rbare. Theldelay is d;sappointing
to me because I had hoped to have the thing in your hands
in plenty of time_to allow you to pass judgement on it and
then to allow me to make a special trip to Quebec to clear
off the exams I missed last spring together with the licentiate
exam itself, if that were possible, before Chrisfmas. The
reason for this plan lies in the fact that one of my coll-
eagues hgre, and a very dear friend, is out of action wéth
a serious bone infection in the jaw. He is now going to
Toronto to place.him@elf in the hands of a .specialist and
we are hoping for the vest, but it is possible that he will
be unable to do any'work for some months. I have already taken
over some of his teaching and it m;y happen that this emer- .
gency would make my presence necessary here for the second
term. I sincerely hope this will not be so, but would have
liked to prepare against such an eventuality by clearing away
the work I have had on my hands during this past yesar.

Meantime I am sending a few pages of Ego Sapientia

and shall perhaps have a little more of it ready by the time
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my thesis is xzx to be mailed. i must apologise for the con-
dition of these pages, but to get thém copied is impossible;
typists in London are as scarce as empresses and about as easy
to deal with. I have been chéfing in ante-rooms and paying
delicate homage to them fér weeks and can féce'no'more of it.
The work of translating your little book gives me real en-
joyment and if I had a month with nothing else to do, &
would be glad to attempt to do it real justice. You will
notive certain passages which I have left untrahslated be-
cause I havse'nt enough theology or bhilosophy to underétand
them. Perhaps'during the coming term, which I still hope to
spend ﬁith you, you might be able to explain these to me and
I will then try to find the English for them.
. Well, it was providential I did not attempt to come to
- Quebec for the first term. Not only has there been this ill-
ness of my frlend Father Childs, but in Octobér my mother
'very nearly died -~ a heart attack followed by pneumonia.
She made an amazing recovery with penicillin and is pretty
well agéin, out we had an anxinus couple of weeks, and had I
gone to Quebec I would soon have been back home.

I hope you yourself are suffering no iil effects from
thét sudden operation of last summer. You should be very
prudent about the amount of work you assume for some time yet.

It has been a real cause of grief to me that I was obliged to

miss your lectures for this first term. Your teaching so con-
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stantiy answers questions which have disturbed my miﬁd for
a long while, and enables me to relate the scraps of knéwlegge
I havg.picked up in years of ﬁis-education. Abovg all it was
a great gface to be taught how to read St. Thomas. After some
weeks with Shelley I have come back to him in the commentary
on the Ethics, which I have been reviewing.on the chance I
might sbon'be able to make up that missing examinétion,'and
it is impossible to describe the impression of gigantic
strength and clarity he makes upon me, in contrast to the
sweets and trifles of Shelley's style. St. Thomas is inhuman;
he is like some vast intellectual machine, inexorgble and iﬁféllible,'
turning out a steady stream of great thoughts, or better, like
a great lamp pétiently moving onwards through'the darkness,
throwing into bold relief the great and important realities
which lie about it, yet without neglecting the tiniest detall'v
xx® always content with simple light--since there is no higher
excellence--but consciously registeriﬁg the minutest shades of
difference in the strength of its vpenetration. He has the
humility of pure intellect. ......ﬁ.You see thére is too
much poetry in me and not enough sound thinking. L have been
too long.near the flesh-pots. ) |

Well, I make no plans; I understand a little Dbetter
now to what extent we are in the grip of chance.and fertune,

but I hope you will se: me at your summer sessions for some

years to come. The single term which I still count on spending i
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with you this winter seems already very short.
My sincere regards to your wife and to all the children.
I hope I shall see them all again before long.

Faithfully yours in Christ

6ot
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Mr. Chas. DeKoninck December 9, 1946

25 ave Ste Genevieve

Quebec City
Dear Mr. DeKoninck,

I was particularly pleased to learn that you are
intending to write a new and expanded draft in English of
Ego Sapizntia. I do hope you will put this in the fore-front
of all your plans because there 1s a real need for such a
book. You would be surprised to learn how my own faith has
been clarified and strengthened by the study of it and I
have resolved long since to convey its doctrine to our semin-
arians in lectures as soon as 1 am able. I mm sure a translation
of it. as 1t stands would not have failed to win some readers,
but it would certainly prove too condensed and cryotic for
most and too technical both in vocabulary and method of approach
to the difficulties concerned. It would be a pity:if a book-
offering so profound and dazzling a picture of the glories
of Our Lady should not rea-h and influence as wide '‘an aud-
ience as possible. Be sure you can count on my helpj;and I
feel it will be a good deal more effective if directed to
the improving of the language of an English version rather
than bo the actual translation of the present French one.

Regarding my thesis, I must thank you for attacking it .
so promptly since I do not feel it can be:considered an
enthralling plece. of work. You nowhere explicitly declare
that you have judged and approved it and do thereupon admit
me to the privilege of trying my examination, but I am pres-

.umfing that your message may be given thils kind interpretation
and so have proceeded with my arrangements for a flying visit
to Quebec. I am not precisely sure of my plans just yet, but
expect to arrive next Monday: At any rate I will call you

as soon as I am settled. Then I will set about having myself
examined by Dr. Babin and the abbes Dionne and Cantin and
should be ready for the main bout by Thursday evening - or
"wednesday perhaps, if the former day is too close to the

time of your departure for California. '

I had no idea it would evar be necessary to arrange these
things by mail and sdf¢Shcerned myself to learn the details of
university regulations., It seems to me, however, that the victim
is allowed to ¢hoose his board of examiners; in which case I
will suggest the men I have already named above and will ferv-
ently pray that no strange faces appear, because all I will

. know will be the philosophy I managed to absorb in one brief
winter.at Laval and upon that my grip is none too firm. when-
ever I set about reviewing that work I soon flind myself thinking
of questions to put to my professors rather than of those they

may put to me.

N .
. t
. |



St. ﬁﬁeter 5 Sentinary

Tondon, Canade

u‘l&ﬂl}” % nhwuuiﬁ

( || | " (l|

You are certainly right in suggesting that it would be more
economical to postpone this trip until the beginning of the
second term. However, | have reasons for coming besides that
of merely getting these examinations out of the way. One is
to see if I can find any house that will take me in for the
latter half of the winter, since my room at the pie XII has
long since gone to another., Another is that my mother has
determined before she dies to buy her two priest-sons a pair
of chalices and it would give her great pleasure if I would
shop for them before Christmas.MOreovép I would like very much
to have you assignx me some reading in connection with my thesis
to occupy me for the month of January, as well as to give me
some 1idea in what direction my thoughts should turh in this
enterprise; and I do not like to ask you to attempt something
like that by letter, Finally it will make my Christmas much
happier if I can begin the season by watching Rudolph count
up to mome meaningless number and then jump off the sofa,and
can pay my respects to those exquisite little ladies,Godelieve
and Marie-Charlotte,- the one all dignity and delicate reserve,
and the other all wayward charm. There can be no disagreement
as to whether they are worth the journey.

I am not surprised that you find Shelley a good deal nearer
the truth than I am. You will recall casually resding out the
first paragraph of his essay to me over your desk. It was plcin
then that you saw his meaning at a far deeper level, and natur-
allv a superior insight would find possibilities of reconcil-
iation with the principles of true philosophy which are quite
lost to me. However, I am not dismayed by such things. Laval
has inspired and humbled me;and has left me orepared to plod
along, hapoy to be on ths right road at last, resigned to
a slow and feeble progress.

Now I must turn to the bustness of cramring for these nec-
essary evils, the exams. They still make me nervous, old as I
am, and this time with bettsr reason than in most previous
caseg; last winter's toilsome reasondngs seem to have left only
faint traces - vapor-trails,in the "intense 1nane"(Slelley)
of my mental atmosphere

With eflsry best wish,
Faithfully in “hrist

7 zQMM/




" .La. maxson Pxe XII,-]usqu'a~ :
jour résidence pour- prétres,:
~ vient d’8tre vendue a uiie socié-'

kL d'archxtecteS' Laroche ‘et. Dé-

La nouvelle nous a été conflr-
mée par- M.” ’abbé :Jean Ron-
- «deau, procureur de larchevéché

de Québec, propriétaire de,lim-

meuble. La raison de cette ven-

te tient tout simplement au fait,.

ainsi-que nous l'a*dit M. Ron-
. deau, que lé nombre.de pension-

naires dimipuant d'année en an--

nge — ils:ne sont .actuellement:

que sept — cette maison, telle
. qu'elle --est: actue'llement
‘ plus sa raxson d'etre ‘

. Les’ archxtectes Laroche et-
Déry s’y installeront le. ler dé-
- cembre et lui redonneront le’
‘nom de “Maison Montcalm” qui
_était le sien avant que l'arche-
. "véché n'en fasse l'acquisition en
- 1945 et lui apphque let nom du
pape régnant. N g

On sait ‘que cette malson, Si-
tuée -rue des: Remparts, com-
prend, ¢n réalité, quatre ailes,
mais seule celle de droite est
. historique et classée comme tel-
le par la Commission des monu-

ments. e \

Une plaque ya été -apposée et§
s¢ lit comme suit, en anglais et
en francais: “En cet endroit s'é-
levait la maison oi Montcalm
résida -en 1758 et 1759.”

Les ‘architectes feront leurs
bureaux dans cette aile, trans-
-formeront la chapélie en atelier

et utiliseront le joli petit jardin
comme “campanile”, c'est-a-di--
re quon y placera une cloche
qui sonnera lfangelus chaque

]OUI‘ o O

1ls conserveront évxdemment
avec un soin jaloux, la magpnifi-
que verriére placée en haut de
~ Yescalier sur laquelle apparaxs-
sent les armoiries de Montcalm
. et sa devise: “Mon mnocence
est ma forteresse o

Lorsqu’xls en firent lacquisi-
tion en 1945, les prétres y loge-
rent des ecclésxas‘txques, notam-
ment des- auméniers d’Action
_catholique, ‘et loudrent aussi-a
des particuliers. Parmi ces der-

niers, on reléve le nom du plus .

célebre d'entre eux, soit Sir-Lo-
mer Gouin, ancien premler mi~

nistre de Ia province de Québec. i

Les archltectes, donc, s'instal-
leront .dans la partie de droite,
demanderont a la ville de -re-
planter des arbres sur le terre-
plein‘et loueront vraisemblable-
ment les trois autres partles a
des partxcuhers.

I
.. L'ex-maison Pie -XII compte

32 chambres, porte les numéros

* 45, 47, 49 et 51 dé la rue des;
Remparts et occupe un territoi-
re entouré des- rues Saint-Fla-4
. vien, Couillard et Hamel '

vy

(tmctxon remonteﬁ selon les ex-~

B e — S

“Un  autre élément?nt?r_essmt”

¥de cette . ‘propriété ‘réside dansj
. les voltes qui servirent, & I'ins-t
i tar.de:celles 'de l'Hétel-Dleu, du~
“Séminaire- et- des' Ursulines;" ‘de?
‘lieu ‘'de refuge et d'abri pendant
-les guerres et les attaques des:
Indiens et d’entrepot pour les
R vwres. . :

Ic1, les rehgxeuses de Samte-

. Jeanne d’Arc, qui assument le,
- .service, domestique - de .la- mai-;
“~son, utilisent cet espace comme
' buandene e

' Inut1le d'a;outer que Ies nou--

".veaux “propriétaires . tiendront.
" compte de lapport de cet €le~

ment * hautement hlstorlque ew',
combien plttoresque :Nous n'a<

. vons pas, pour le-moment, de:
' détails sur leurs.projets. &:oncer~

nant ces voutes dont la cons-

perts, au 17e mécle iet dont l’é-

! paisseir semble défler Ie temps

‘et ]es mtempérles B




;Jaisor Pie XII

49, DES REMPARTS,
QUEBEC.

4

February 22 (/4% )

Dear Mr. DeKonineck,

You asked me to remind you that you would neéd to
look at Silvester Maurus beforé leaving on your lecture
tour.

I could not find Keats's letters in any library here; I

will have to get a copy from London.

Should I want to read Silvester again myself I presume
your secretary ﬁill be able to find the book forime in your
absence. However I have gone through him once and must con=-
fess I find his comments dregdfully uninspiring; no doubt

I am in the position of Quemn Candace's eunuch.

- Best wishes for a prosperous journey
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September 16, 1947,

Y

»p@i?."hther ‘Durands

Liz’%. ;- Knowing hov much your mother meant to you, we were very .
sorry to hear of her death., She will be in our family prayers -
for some time to come. '
#.°7-  All things considered, vwe were very fortunate this summer.
By the end of July, the whole family, one after the other, con-
“ ‘tracted the lung infection Arthur's own sickness had begun with.
' Zoé had 1t more seriously. Neglecting her own case, she developed
a lung congestion and droncho-pneumonia. Dangerously 111 for
- .7 'about a week she recovered promptly. I epent the first ten days
w7 of Augast in bed. Joseph-Marie had a steady fever for a month.
* ..« Hovwever, nll is now well. :

e I hope we shall be able to help the younz priest you speak
* of in your letter. Right now, I'm rather vividly awars of our

- .ineffable ghortcomings. The new academic year Yegins this coming

. Wednesday. I have never felt quite so unprepared.

: AU
-

S Don't forgat to continue working on your thesis. If you
. put 1t aside too long, you will find 4t difficult to return to
{;.f: the subject and I'm afrald you might put 1t off indefinitely.

' - I hope you will Ye with us bafors Christmas to defend

- your theals, and have at leant one portion of it ready for publi-
_cation. Co

. The only thing I desire at the present time is to do some
. -manual labor, By the way, I read that book you left me on
- Ghakespeare and enjoyed it immensely. In tho Times Literary Sup-
Plement of Saturday August 23rd, page 432, T find an advertise-
ment for a dook on the function of poetry (I do not know whether
A.%. Housman is the name of the author or of the reviewer) pu~
blished by John %. Edward. Do you know this work?

With our best wishes,

Cordlally yours,

PS. The Deans had dinner last night with Cardinal Griffin and the
Archbishop. T had quite a chat with the former. He told me the
Times Literary Supplement was run by a fervent catholic—a certain
Morrison. I had ask him how to account for the difference in po-
licy between the newspaper itself and the Supplement.




SOME FAMOUS SIMILES




Life The One remains, the many change and pass;
and Heav:n's light forever shines, Earth's shadows fly;
Eternity Life, like a dome of many-colored glass,
Stains the white radiance of Btarnity
Until death tramples it to fragments.....
: (Shelley, ADONAIS, stanza 52)

The Moon Eastward, large and still, lights up a bower of moonrise,
Rising Whence, at her leisure,steps the moon aglow.
(George Meredith, LOVE IN THE VALLEY)

" maidens withering:on the stalk" (Wordsworth)

Wordsworth Newton, with his .prism aBf silent face (5“*“*“h*€ﬂﬁi
lokks at The marble index.of a minfi forever voyaging phanly:

a status Through strange seas of thought alone.

of Newton (Have'nt got it right, I'm afraid)

Flowers I cannot see what flowers are at my feet

in the Nor what soft incense hangs upon the boughs,

night (Keats, ODE TO A NIGHTINGALE)

gffect of th: The same(song) that oft-times hath
nightingale!s Charm'd magic casements, opening on the foam
song(Komantic Of perilous seas in fairy lands forlorn.

image) (Keats,ibid.)

At certain Hence, in a season of calm weather
moments we - Though inland far we be

are conscious Our souls have sight of that immortal seca
of our pre- Which brought us hithar;

exlstence, Can in a moment travel thither --

And see the children sport upon the shore,
And hear the mighty waters rolling evermore.
(Wordsworth, OD& ON THE INKTIMATIONS OF
IMMORTALITY etc.)

Knight- The hills, like giants at a hunting,lay,
errant lost Chin upon hand,to see the game at bay ,==
among mountains (Browning, Cilde Roland)

The sea S5till as a slave before his lord,

calm at night The ocean hath no blast;

His great bright eye most siléntly
Up to the moon is cast.
(Coleridge, THE ANCIENT MARINER)




Coming of
Spring to
warth

Madame Bovary

Crescant moon

On the royal
tombs in
Westminster
Abbey

The amorous birds now pair in every brake,
And bulld their mossy homes in field and brere;
And the green lizard and the golden snake,
Like unimprisoned flames, out of their trance awake.

(Shelley, ADONAIS, stanza 18)

"Mais elle, sa vie etait morne comme un grenier
dont la lucarne est au nord; et l'ennui, araignece
silencieuse, filzit sa toile dans 1l'ombre dans
tous les coins de son coeur." (from memory)

M teeeseesess et Ruth se demandait

Immobile, ouvrant 1l'oeil a meoitie sous ses voiles,

qQuel dieu, yuel moissoneur de l'eternel ete

Avait, en s'en sllant, negligemment jete

Cette faucille d'or dans les champs des etoiles."
(Hugo, of course, Makes you feel like applauding.
‘Not content to be splendid and inevitable; he

is bound he will appear so.)

Here the bones of birth have cried
'Though gods they were, as men they died!:!
Here are sands, ignoble things,
Drop$ from the ruin'd sides of kings:
{ Beaumont)




T

But Shakespeare, at his best, is entirely unique; he never
looks for an image but simply thinks in images. Unfortunately
I have no copv of the plays with me and so can only make
a few jottings from memory:
The first few lines of Richard III:
Now 1is the winter of our discontent
Made glorious summer by this proud sun of York
And all the clouds that lowered upon our house ....
The first scene of Hamlet(?)...someone says:"The air bites
shrﬁwdly.." and someone replies,"It is a nipping and an eager
air" (1)

A dead soldier, in Macbeth:"after life's fitful fever he
sleeps well". -
Lady Macbeth washing her hands: "...rather shall this my hand
The multitudinous seas incarnadine
Making the green one red".

And sez the speech on ths virtues of Duncan....'Pity, like
a naked new-born babe'etc....

See the sonnet: "That time of year thou mayest in me behold...

BzexkhaxlmngiRkEnxkEieXe R xRARZ X DY ERAXAXX X ,
ErdxRizkx
And what kind of an image, or what is it,when you address
your girl thus:"Then come kiss me, sweet-and-twenty,
Youth's a stuff will not endure".

Coriolanus' wife has very little to say,"an excellent thing
in woman"., He greets her thus "My gracious silence, hailt"

(william Blake, imitating Shakespeare's song "when icicles
hang by the wall', has something in his own linesalmost
worthy of the mastey:

"And jewel hangs from shepherd's nose.")
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ar "fter T qeiving your paper, I'm ready to return 16,
bigab. 1t ver vith immediately your manuscript might lie
4Ghrlstma9a /Bhatever the value of my. judgment, I'm very
3 ‘1% hrings to'me a feeling ofruostalgla. While I
— Ci kmay'youidoimetirenllze 1%, you have erdated a varitable vaouum
R 0% hereds, fkq wglongar faol quite at home since you left. This should
e : 'f”f”;_s‘yrava q-qu‘ hat wvhen-1 expressed to you the wish of working to-
ey yether,somehgw. or somewhsrs, I meant 1t for reasons T myself was
Lol ’-?'not fhﬁly aware of at time. .

'31Haé@£‘g yonr munuscript it oecurred to me that in ona res-
. pect yoetry,oomparea to the other arts as the gsensus communie does
To do our atarnhl panger. - Perhaps you might hava pointed ont that
with,all’ its adwantages. and while simpliciter superior to the other
fine arte, 1% doss have the disadvantage.of belng more abstract,
Cita. concaytione eannot be embodisd &8 those of sculpture, or of mu-
aiey or, of ‘painting; 1t does not have to sn equal deareo that exter- .
L oonall smnauoua Antuitiveness; it retains so much of the stuff our
:”‘ﬁlthoughts ara made of that it cannot espouse so intimetely the forms
" ofipensible things. Bub even this disadvantage is not sbsolute,

. *,ainca ﬂt ‘the. sems time poetry can resach more deeu]y within the mind,
E drivlng it from within as it wers.

:

On paga g, you gay that ™Mo living body werely endures®., In
fact movnmant is 'so much to any bady, that St. Thomas says in Phys.

S VIII, 1elmon.1. n, .2: "In tota universltate naturalium corporum mo-~
tus. considaratur ut vita quaedam,”

NS - .

O "5.'3 have nad 1ittle contuct with ¥r. wildeen. 'Judging-from his
=4 qusations hovever, I'm sure he inm going to be a good student. MHe ap-
_upeam ‘be 8 Iittle timid, but he ”111 gat over that, ‘

. In the fAmilv, things havo turned to nornal azaiu. Arthur
*f]cougha, but with the necessary precautions he will he #11: right. 1
: suppoae you know that wa Pra oy1UDting numbexr uina in ths Spring.

>

Won‘t to' try to come und pass your exnmiuation befure Phrietma‘

With our vaimest regards,

Yours‘most.cordially.
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November 30, 1947

Dear Professor DeKoninck,

let me thank you for so promptly teturning my manuscript,
and for your kind words about {1t and about myself, Let me
assure you that t shall always retain the warmest memories of
an acquaintance-ship with you that I may perhaps now venture
to call a friendship, and which I hope will be renewed and
strengthened in the future in so far as the circumstances of
our respective lives may pernit.

: with the best will in the world I yet have not been able
to tough pen to paper with respect to my thesis since finishing
that chapter which i1 sent to you. So many tasks are piled on

me and I have so many speaking engagements which it seems my
duty to accept, that I have b=en able to spare only an hour or
two for less urgent matters. That meagre leisure has been spent
in doing something you advised me to do long ago lest my fin-
ished work give 2 bad impression, namely, read Maritain -- Art
et Scolastique. I am cbout half-finished now and find it not Very
profivable on the whole, 00 oracular and without sequence, bbt
appearing to rest on a correct grasp of principle where you can
determine what it rests on at all, and containing an occasional
brilliant and profound remark.

You will gather that it is impossible for me to accept
your kind invitation to comé for my examination before Christmas.
I would very heartily like to get it over with, but there seems
no immediate chance of it. The defence of the thesls would give
me little trouble, I hope, but to get ready for an examination
in five pg@ositions is another matter. You know very well that
I could scarcely state five propositions outside the limits of

Iy

the matter which we studied together and in which you taught me

so mich. It sesms to me T had better plod along with the thesis
until it is done, or nearly done,.before T turn aside from it
for the length of time and amount of concentration that will

be necessary &k &0 prepare for an examination., If howevery you
would prefer a different strateyy, Or if the following of

a different course would result in any service to you or the

school, please let me know and I will £ind means to be on hand..

Tn gour letter ‘you make a most interesting and 11luminating
comparison whereby poetry is related to the other arts as the
sensus communis to the other senses., 1 am bound I will work that
into my chapter somewhere; it is too good to lose,

1f you would like to know what consiitutes my zreatest grief
at present, it is that I am obliged to give my days to modern
philosophy, 1iterature, this damn thesis, etc., when you have
thoroughly and profoundly convinced me that the sublimely prof-
jtable way to gpend one's time is with St. fhomas, 1 am-a desert
traveller, eternally delayed within sight of the oasis and the
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fountain of living water. There is nothing I-want to do more
than to begin the, daily reading of the Summa which you advised.
If there is any danger of my failing to finish my thesis, it
will be because sheer exasperation has gained the upper hand;

I shall have plunged into St., Thomas and will be floundering,
oblivious of duty, in his luminous depths. The responsibility
will be entirely yours,

¥y kindest regards to your wife; assure her of my prayers
for a happy childbirth in the spring. I hope the other children
continue 2ll well, I often think of them and remember your home
as one of the happiest I have ever seen,

Faithfully in Christ

a e
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February 1, 19,8

Dear Professor DeKoninck,

I sent off the article you asked me to examine with all speed
yesterday, not taking time to write an accompanying note. It is an
extremely interesting piece of work, and 1 am glad to say that K enough
of your lectures had survived in my mipfd to make it possible for me to
catch its general drift. Let me also remark, before I forget, that if
its language is the unaided work of my pupil, he is making real strides
and I hereby impart to him my congratulations, It really could have been
printed - accor ing to my best judgement - exactly as it stdod,without
deserving any reproach on the score of language.

It is good news to hear that the abbe Cantin's book is so nearly
ready and is to have so generous a preface from yourself, I am very
anxious to have as much of your writing about me as possible as a supp-
ort for my classes, and will look forward to having this in psychology.
Circumstances forced me into a course on modern philesophy this year,
you know, and I can't tell you how much help I got from that thsis on
Hume's criticism of the principle of causality. I would never have known
how to deal with him without it, My whole trouble was an inability to
ses how simple the matter was; by which I do not mean that it is not
difficult as well.,

My own work is pretty much at a standstill., Something else more
urgent and important has caught me up. I am off into a campaign of relief
for the Church in Germany, It started as very little, a private charity,
sending boxes of food to a convent or two and some families, but the
letters I received were so heart~-rending thadt,by Christmas, my peace of
mind was gone ani I felt something more extensive simply had to be done.
So two wesks ago I succeeded in launching a campaign of publicity in
the Catholic weekly of Ontario, and now, with the help of 15 or 20
students, we are answering 150 letters a week and sending out German
addresses to Catholic families all over Canada, At most it will be very
little, but it will make me feel mxk somewhat less uncomfortable on the
Last Day...... and perhaps might lead to something more highly organised
and effective later on. : ,

However, I think the rush of correspondence will not last and, when
I have cleared away one or two other little tasks, I will be hhle to take
up that thesis again, Since you suggest putting off the consideration of
poetry and history, 1 will zo ahead with the question of poetry and morals.
There is some introductory material on this péint in the last group of
pages which I sent to you, and which you now have -~ consisting in a
criticism of one or two tentative and superficial solutions offered by
Shelley, I »ill assume there is nothing radically wrong with what I have
said there and will move forward into the heart of the question,

You may expect me,l hope, in;June or July, I count on following the
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summer courses, The only thing that might stop me would be a question

of health, Lately it seems to me I am reaching the end of my strength

as well as of my time, but at the same time-I am trying to take such care
of brother Ass as will enable him to endure a little work in the summ-
ertime, Dear me, the good Lord certainly expects all we can do doesn't -
He? no matter how many slothful resolutions I form, there is always
something occurs to stir me up and make me work in spite of myself.

My kindest regrds to Mrs.DeKoninck and to the whole household;

I look forward to seeing them again.
Please do not hesitate to send me anything I can help you with;

revising English is not difficult work for me, nor does it take very long
when I can understand the argument. _

Faithfully in Christ

4 $ene




Pedruary 2, 1948,

Dear Father Durand,

T made all the corrections and used a1l the improvements
you indicated. There is only one observation which leaves me
puzfled: the "this sentencel® you wrote in the margin of the last
phrase. 1 presume you wonder whether 1t should be added at all,
end indeed I could drop it altogether. But it might leave one
inportant idea "dans le vaguse". what 1 wish to convey by this
gentence is that while we can never hope to attaln the ideal of
this dialectical method, we do achleve an imitation of it. I
used that particular example not only because the toy is an ins-
tance of likeness to an original, but more especially because it
suggests playfulness. When employing such a method we are like
chil dren amusing themselves with Lionel trains. The whole thing
becomes incongruously solemn when we would have the game ba more
than what it i1s. Yet, that is the case of sll modern philosophy.
Tt is a serious business, but only when it is understood in the
mode of Lear's jester. Although it is very rmach divine, it be-
comes quite ridiculous when stripped of the fool!'s garb. In the
copy 1 sent to the printer I made the following change and addl-
tion: "Compared to the unity we approach by imitaticn, our me-
thod is but a toy. Yet, even & toy is a likeness. Perhaps the
allegory of the Cave would be more fitting." The "Cave" ia an
allusion to Plato. Originally, I had intended to make only this
allusion. But the method of limlts, whersver we may apply it,
i1s such a piddling thing that to view 1t as even tentatively li-
berating us from the condition of the "men enchained" 4in that
gark dank cave, lacks all sense of proportion. This state is too
dammed serious —the more so because, in view of what we have besn
promised, our present state is Just that. If you have any fpréci-
sions" to offer, 1 may still make some alterations in the proofa.

LY

I have been working nights since September and I'm getting

good and sick of it. Thanking you for your prompt help.

Cordially,




o,

N
\

~

)
N

p S

St. Peter's Seminary
Tondor, Gunada

AT

il

April 2, 1948
Dear Professor DeKoninck,

After a good many weeks of breathless activity in other direct-
ions, I have at last entered into a stretch of quieter water and have
begun to take thought of the summer and of that thesis of mine, which
hangs about my neck like the albatross. Although I have not done a thing
at it since Christmas, the confession is not made with the least shame.
or contrition., I have been engaged in the relief of the German church
and it has been work of a trying, but at the same time of a very consoling
kind. Nor would I have met with half so much difficulty if I had not under-
estimated the kindness of our Cnadian Catholic families, who flooded
me with mail when I was not prppared to handle it, Of course, all we have
managed to accomplish is only a drop in a bucket measured against the
need, but these things are not measurable only by material standards,
thank heaven, and it has done the students who helped me a great deal
of geod to have a share in this sort of work,

I think I explained that what I was doing was sending out names
of German convents, families etc. to people who wanted to send help. Last
week I was obliged to orint an announcement asking the public to please
stop writing, since the approaching end of the schcol year would soon
jenrive me of my secretarial staff,

So now I hope to get back to aesthetics and to do enough at it

; to be able to at least face my examination in July, there being really
' not a great deal left to do. My first step, I think, should be to get

a typist started copying some of the chapters already finished, since

I believe I am supnosed to present three copies to you before the sout~
enance.(?) And with this in view, may I ask you to send me the chapter
or two you have on hand there, I know there is one of them -- that on
poetry and history -~ which must receive fuller treatément, but it
sezms to me I should have it copied with the rest, Yf course, if you
are satisfied to omit that chapter for the time being, I have nothing
further to say. The other chapter, however, I would be glad to have

" with your comments, bfore going on with the ouestion of poetry and morals.

I am trving to clear my désk of all other affairs, and to get
this typist going, within the next few days, with the idea that I will
then get out of London and go stay with a friend of mine in a quiet
country parish, where I may work undisturbed. The Seminary is a hell
of a place for anything demanding uninterrupted effort; there are 130
students here and too many of them have errands which take them to my
Aoor: then sureriors are an unfeeling race, from the viewpoint of the
temreramental scholar -- they don't understand how some trifling little
task can thoroughly distract a man for a whole day,

We have received the last issue of the Laval Theologique with
vour long article and also a copy of the abbé Cantin's work. i see that
vou address yourself to the young and uninitiated and look forward to
reading vou all the more for that reason. I should also mention that
I read lately a long letter from Father Wildgen, who has got over
some of the difficulty and confusion he complained of in the beginning
and who sreaks in terms of the highest praise of all his studies in
Quebec. This testimony is importan$ to me becasse I naturally had a

_
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little trouble persuading the authorities that Laval was better than
Rome or Washington for him, and that a Scripture man should begin in
philosophy. We are sending another young priest away this fall, this
time for Canon Law, and probably to Quebec; but I can't think of any
reasonable argument for mixing philosophy and C. Law, so I will be
obliged to let him follow his fate,

My best wishes to Mrs, DeKoninck and to all the children. I look
forward to seeing you all again gnd already have my room reserved at
the Maison Pie XII. I only wish ‘fhere were nothing before me but
the summer courses; my time would be spent in reading the texts in
preparation for your classes. A person like me has really no business
doing work like this thesis; that is "starting half-way", the error
you attack so justly as being the vice of the moderns,--- But there
is no help for it, ofn course, the thing must be done.

With sincere good wishes

Faithfully in Christ

G 4w
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October 5, 1948

My Bear Professor,

I have just returned the second and final in-
stalment of proofs of the thesis which you are so kindly
ccepting for the Review and feel obliged to write to

you concerning an 2ven kinder offer which you made to
secure some off-prints of it for my personal use. If
you remember,you thought yourself able to arrange to
have about a hundred copiss sent to me so that I might
offer them to my friends etc. At the time I made some
mild protest that I would never have any use for so many,
but I ;ave the matter no explicit consideration. Now,
howaver, when it appears that the date of publication
cannot be far off, I feel obliged to thank you once

-more but to repeat that it will oe mistaken generosity

to send me so many, Amonyg my friends there are hardly
any who will have a kesn interest in the subject of this
article, nor do I have many so intimate as to require
that I take notice of them by sending them a copy. I

am sure, then, that you will not think of it as any

sign of a lack of appreciation of your kindness if I

sgy that I will be very grateful for 15 or 20 copies

but that any gquantity larger than that will run the risk
of accumulating dust in some corner of my room.

Regarding the second instalment, concerning which
Simard has informed me of your wish that it be sent along
as soon as possible, I am obliged te state that it is
not possible for me just now to predict when it will
be ready, I really have a great many tasks on my hands
ani can only work at the thesis oy fits and starts., But
rely on me to do my bsat, Heaven knows no one will be
more thankful .than myself when it has reached its final form.

My kindest regards to your wife and my vest wishes
for the children., As for yourself, I hope you.are keeping
early hours and following your own maxim -- one I often being
to the attention of my classes now -~ homo sedens etc.
The associative link sludes me out those words have suddenly
recalled to my mind a visit to our Western Fair where I
saw som2 perfactly sublime hogs. How I wished you were
there in orider that 4 might have the benefit of some of your
cbservations, These pigs, huge boars, would undoubtedly
have inspired you, Walls, ramparts of fat, ingratiatingly
hideous of countznance: astoundingly possessed of the
power of locomotion: they have solved the problem of existence
by absorbing, as it were, their universe, and lie there
uttering in contented grunts, rich and final, a kind of
Eg;ggggggggigggge, that all is Pig and Pig is all except for
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that which is suscentible of .becoming Pig, perhaps. But

allbrutes are Parmenideans, are they not? Anyhow, I know

of no more consoling or satlsfylng spectacle than that of
a good big pig.

A dreaful theme on which to close, but a bell has rung
and I do not wish to leave this letter in the machine.
Bast wishes to vou all again. (Give my regards to ¥. Miller
if vou se2 him),

Faithfully in Christ

AL

Ch esa i aniog el




- Hovember 17, 1948, . - .

Dear Fathor Durand,

o ,E. 81mtd sent. ne threa more chaptora of your theeia
this evening.‘ Lent I aholva tham for weoks to comm 1 havg-
rreforrod to examine thum without delay. . -

Thero {0 only one 1line of importance that I vould
ob’ac‘ to.ﬁ It 1s oo pags 11541 Pactunl events do indead pro-
cesd sccording to a Design than which nothing would seem more
baautiful, ware we capadle of apprahonding 1%, while the ee-.
talogue of detached facts aconveys no trace of any desipgn.?

My objesction is that avem & eatalozue of facts may at timee
revaal design. The point you should make however is that
design e not the oritsrion of higtory. Yaote are the duei.
ness of history whether they revesl deeign or not. In this
same sentence ! would use the word "record® rather than
"catalogue®, Hence, I would say something 1ike thisi "...vhile
the recorded facts will no% be lass hiatorical ’or lack ot
deei@. o ) ‘

On the precading page (115h) vou use tha a:precaion
"formal objeat®, which misht unnecessarily creata confusion
in reader's mind, Tt would be enough to say: "an object -of .
ite ovm.® . . . ) :

on 7220 lkh you say: "The tr,medy of 'ata. which .
the poet clearly hae in mind, supposes in $ts audlience a
vary high degree of intallectus) cnlture, adle to f£ind re-
lief in eny molution, no matter how terridle." The expres-
slon: "ntsllactual culture®, is perhnps too amdbisucus, ond
micht convey to the reader that only tha "eulturasd auuionco"
in tha modern sence of the word, could possidbly appreciate
the tragedy of fate. Providad you agres with thig remark,
vou will euraly find another exprassion,

On the sewe page you say: "But it iz hardly to de
suppoged that Shelley finda in this explanation the snmae the Greeck
high, etolcal satisfaction vhich 1% providedftclmind.” In
any othar context the adjective "atolcal® might he harmlees
enough. RBut to aspeak of the stoleal satiefection of the
Graeek mind 1eavaa_only.a small "s” to save that mind from
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fl%:sqqlfiﬁEthoﬁstviqismfﬁfbth095&01¢$sLmsorhapss&mmwould ba better

ar(7 .;&bfnsa an aAJpcttqueuchwasf!ﬁbtachadﬂgs"unpertufbad".
ok fzoimeasured®, YeoolM; idrifesod yet:iinsenss”, ste.
i T eodepril JTTT ovnIn¥ ol Yesdall nedtisqn

Srucke | inom SHe pages youuhave:sdded, Soiokept.VI ars excellent,

Lo3pds bmqaédfiz!ndoysdireadSnarthhcothavtjavsaodnd time. Your the-

T

¥1e,

P
N T A

sis 1z one I'm very proud of., ¥e will sand you no mors
nidi sid:0f8prints: than: you-askedufon; dat T will have n considera-
1 oaidd teYhhesnunder-ofr Shemonade: for:sny 8ol £s cvdatyou perhaps know,
fiavad bothertniversisy elalne: £4fA4y-of frréfta;oto be sant to other
wir toUniversitisg. ;oUanally thecstndonts muss pay the expense
woevra 2o of rthese,.qopiess ~In:yourscase howmver T will do the ut-

nmoet to gat theam free.cz¥-think ouriBevisw owes you this

compensation. T hope I will suoceed. If T do, kaep 1t

to yourself and to your superior. :

M. Kolnal told me he suspects you of wonderins
at my eilence. You most cartainly have the right to,
after those two delightful leottars left unanawered,

Ya spent {that 1s 704, tha six eldost children,
and mysd?f) two delightful weeks at the Baie des Rochers

during the month of August. Our fishing however was con-

- fined to herrinz, caught by the method of St. Peter. The
fact that I prefer this "poor man's meat" (Flemigh) to
elther trout or salmon laft me quite eatisfied. A dbeau-
tiful trout strayed into our net, which allowed on-the-spot
comparison. No breakfast can surpass two or three herrings
and an extra dozen of milts into the dargain (per ¥1lo).
Having no jeep, we had to remain at the Baie des Rochers.
It turned out to be by far the better alternative.

Father Wildgen is doing fine. T suspend my judgment

on Sister St. Michael. I allow that in the end shemay surprise us.

We miss you very much, and it is one of the major
trials of my life that you should be so far. Zoé sends
you her warmest regards.

Yours very cordially,

P.S. Just aes I. finished this letter I received a copy of the

latest lassus of the Laval théologique et philomophique contail-
ning the first part of your work which I reread. I cannot re-~

frain from telling you agzain how much I like it. I recommend
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Paee 158 - I.don't ramember whether in another
part of your work you have ‘explained the 1dea thet aomehow
&ll the works of art -of whatever: nature are ordered to man,
as St. Thomas 'says in hie commentary on Book IT of the
Physice, lesson 4, number 8: *Item considerandum est quod

nos utimur omnibus quae sunt secundum artem facta, sicut . -

propter noe existentibus. Fos enim sumus guodammodo finis
omnium artificialium.” Unless you have already done so,
here micht be occasion at least to call attention to this .
idea. - For, you say: "In art, the end is sought for ite

own sake", which is quite true. My euggestion is (but you

‘may have a sound reason for not following 1t) that you add -~

a footnote amounting to something like thiss The fact that

the artist pursues the good of the work does not prevent . . il

the latter from being in turn ordered to some: further end. =
As St. Thomas says, and hers you could quote the passage
T have Just copied.

Pago 175 —~ "...this sscond reasocn, oddly enough,
is at the same time the foundation of that true and inesca-
padble obligation to respect morality from which the fine
arts cannot escape." I wonder how necessary are the worde
"and inescapable”, You may have soma fine nuance in mingd,
but I don't gee it. S R P .

Page 206 — The present page etands as. 1t was:
written before you remade your chapter on art and hiatory.
You say that: "the speculative thinker is alwaye.concerned
with things in their unchangeable and necessary aspect,

whereas the poat 1s primarily concerned with the contingent®.

3

What difference 1s there betwasen the poet a2nd the historiant .
I return you this whole page, for, a little farther on, a.. :.

similar statement is made, namely, "The object of his consie

dersation is therefore the particular contingent" etc. I would

here briefly develop the idea that the peet has to do with a
far less rational object which, from .the scientifie point




*ufammx%ﬁdeé? never il te:devold ofsmcne contingency. As you

Hod shbmsmbobeutherdonainof! postty teami-intermediate one,

: welefogiphrhistoryiniTow midite quotel the passaze from

oumentary on the Sentences, prologuas to the first
bl entts ot we; himhas propter defectum veri-

s rhtithe capltimdel aportat quod quasi quie

I niusiratio sedntaturma (G I, art.5, ad

APE2; miks frouripointip somsthinig will have to e

2lepe, e, tpparant contradictivnrheyveen wvhat you say

whattyomhave @ald A thet chixpter:bnr poetry and history.

iy havitab sov dall efd palddias

A28 209 — Speaking of the artist and the morallst

ool Bayist ‘Yot naver truly the same object the two are dealing

-I.with, and thesdifference between them 1s fundamental®., It would

" ba better to say “formally" instead of "truly". Tt may be truly

ghe,game,j;ye_e’nqt formally the same, and yvice wersa.

g ags 214 — The similarity between what Bacon saye in
‘that-quotation and what St. Thomas says in the quotation from the
‘Sentences. ie quite striking and I believe it daserves to be pointed

out expliodtiy.

- . Page 215 —~ Tou sayt "Tho purpose of the analysis just
_ made is not to velittlse poetry, nor to question its absolute ne-
_gessity for the human race,.s." I would throw out f"absolute®. Ab-
solute necossity is opposed to nscessity "ad bene esse. Your
use of the adjestive "absolute" would require some explanation.

Page 218 — TYou say: "The poet's natural descriptions,
~then, need not respect the findings of the botanist or biologlet,
nor his treatment of historical themes the researches of histo-
riansiese” This may be %oo easily misunderstood, in view of what
you will say later, on the negassity of conforming to moral truth
in poetry. Hence I would qualify this séhbdement, You might
forestall misunderstanding by stating simply: "need not be based

on the findings" etc.

LR : Page 239 — After the statements "The philosopher's
B restless dissatisfaction is what urges him to abandon the oity,

: 1f indeed 1% does not cause him to be driven out of ity the poet,
on the contrary, is sure of the welcome and asteem of all men®,

1 would be very much tempted to add: He who would philosophise
to obtain that esteem would indeed be a sophist.
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FIFTH PHILOSOPHER'S SONG

A million million spermatozoa
All of them alive:
Out of their cataclysm but one poor Noah .
Dare hope survive,

And among that BXkkx billion minus one
Might have chanced to be
Shakespeare, Another Newton, a new Donne -
But the One was Me.' '
Shame to have ousted your bettﬂrs thus,
Taking ark while the others remained out31de'
Better for all of usg forward Homunculus,
If you'd quletly dled' ,

Aldoug Huxley
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