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November 18; 1954

Rev. Anthony Durand, .
St. Peter's Seminary,
London,

Ontario.

Dear Father Durand,

i'm just too tired even to answer your letter
of wéeks ago. The foroes of Hell seem to be very
much against my work. Aotually, I'm simply becoming:
more aware of the difference between teaching orally,
and writing - along with the plain truth that I don't
know how to compose a sentence. This 1s paralyzing
me more than ever. I have also been overdoing things
these last two years.

Since you left, I spent most of my time working
on other subjecta. The 75 page MS I wrote for Notre-
Dame University Just before you were here, had to be
done all over again. No one understood it. Now it's
107 pp. I .also had to make a brief lecture tour,
besides revising MSS for others - then I think of you.
Now I'm really back to the book, and hope to semnd you
some material soon - though I feel you will throw most
of 1t out. The possibility of finishing by Xmas has
become a "futuribile".

Father Ring is absolutely right and 1I'1l1 do
something about it. The problem is not put olearly.

The weather is awful, too,.

Avec les hommages d'usage.

Charles De Koninok.
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January 3?/{2_
Dear Charles, 5
I am sorry to be slow with the MS which you sent me -- although
you don't seem to be crowding at my heels —- but examinations and otlier

mechanical tasks kept me busy throughout Januray. Anyhow it is on
its way back now and I do think that it is a considerable improvement.
It is briefer and clearer; and an intelligent teacher ought to be

able to take a makxx class through it without much trouble,

My chief criticisms < can't formulate because they depend entirely
on the final order and scope of the book. If you would only work like
anybody else and make a rapid rough draught of the whole thlng, or at
least an elaborate schema, I would feel mach more confident in making
sugzestions. I also think such a method would: prevent you from haring
off down - ‘all these brilliant and fascinating linesof thought which
really have no place in a manual,

Now do GET ON WITH IT. Rush it somehow. At its worst it will
be the best thing on the market. The main thing is to get to the
end of it; to set down all that is to go into the book. Once that is
done, no matter how rapidly or obscurely, every revision will tell.
otherwise many of our painful efforss at ckarification may go for
nothing. From now until April, while not exactly idle, I should be
able to handle anythlng that you will send. It does not trouble
my conscience to give it a certain priority, since I am convinced
that the project is a really important one for Catholic philosophy,
and that your little manual may well be more influential than the
the learned periodicils etec,

------- 13

I doubt if you could comsz to understand Pogo properly from that
last volume,which seems to be all that you have seen, Kelly's swamp
characters were living for some years before the events recorded
there. At any rate I resent your faint praise ~-- "good enough'®.
To be a Fleming is a handicap, I suppose. The Fleming seems to like
to take his humour with a manure-fork, in great gobs, and strong-smelling.
You should begin with P0OGO, go on to the POGO PAPERS, then I GO POGO,
working you way finally to the POGO SO-SO STORIES and crowning all with
the POGO STEPMOTHER GOOSE. For one thing, he is in my judgement quite
a subtle caricaturist, with an extraordinary economy of line.

Please convey my thanks to Tom for finding me the address of
the Bourgault wood-carvers, I would like to see some of their
work enter our diocese and wrote to them for catalogues or photo-
grapis., They haven't answered at all. No desire for business with
this benighted province, perhaps.

¥y kind regards to your whole household,

“incerely . } ¢hz>

(I hear the Kolnais are shaking the snow of Wuebec from their boots.
Where are they going, anyhow?)
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April S5, 1955

Dear Charle‘s,

May I remind you now - Holy Week is an appropriate
time - of my hope to work out a conference for a priests’
retreat on the subject of Hell. The retreat is not to be
given until June, but I must work at it faithfully, since
I have never done anything of that kind before, and look
"upon it as the most important single duty which has ever
been proposed to me. It has seemed to me that one should
avoid a mere miscellaneous string of conferences and so,
as a central theme, I am taking the real possibility and
obligation of sanctity. The wretchedness of man is so
deep that holiness has been offered to him in Christ as a
sheer gift, and now we must humble ourselves and take it.
I hope to make conferences on Humility, Obedience, Prayer,
the Breviary, Our Lady of Humility, Celibacy, the Blessed
Sacrament, etc., all reinforce this theme. Well, if sanc-
tity consists in being saved from your miserable self, so
as to be possessed by God for all eternity; sinfulness,
and ultimate damnation must mean to be left to yourself
and to your own devices for all eternity. Hence there.
seems no more striking way to drive home the main theme
than by revealing the real horror of hell as simply this -
that there we get at last what we have always wanted, our
own way. _

Unfortunately, I cannot get beyond a statement of
what I want to teach. On the accompanying sheet you will
read all that my own intelligence and the Holy Spirit have
supplied so far - obviously not enough to go on with.

So do your best to preach the Gospel through me.

At this point I had to leave my room to meet two men,
reported to be waiting for me downstairs. I found them
two complete strangers, a Hungarian and a Ukrainian. The
first could speak English not badly and served as interpre-
ter for the second who knew none whatever. They were
humbly dressed and obviously not well off. 1 suspected an
appeal for help in some form and got ready to shell out,
but their errand was of a quite different nature. They
were earnest haters of Communism andhad come all the way
out to the seminary to thank me for your lecture which they
had attended, and to give me a book for our library by a
victim of the great purge of 1938 in the Ukraine.




I hope my own little request does not delay your
resumption of work on the manual. And, for the love of
heaven, forget about all this rubbish of tactile progres-
sion, and make a clear chart of the proposed contents,
like any Frenchman. Then stick to it. A critic, whom
T will not name, argues that you simply cannot write a
manual because you cgnnot recover or enter into theée state
of mind of the beginner. I know he is wrong. I never
knew any teacher who could appreciate so well what it was
to be quite ignorant as you can. That isnot where the
_trouble lies. The real trouble is that one idea suggests
another to you, as you compBse; you areled off into some
brilliant and difficult train of reflexions, and the be-

inners are not there on the benches before you to make
articulate protest or to warn you thelr vacant faces

a ey are lost. they were present, in all their
Innocence and emptiness, you would immediately and uncons-
ciously drop the digression and get back to teaching them
how to spell cat. ‘I see no remedy except a mechanical
plan, and a plodding resolve to stick to it.

Sincerely in Christ,

A. D.




Eternal Beath

I. JINTRODUCTION: Consideration of the state ot our raith in the reality
of Hell. That whatever the difticulty or mysteriousness
of the idea of eternal punishment, however great natural human reluctance
to accept it, however numerous the differences of opinion among sects,
this much at Least is clear: Christ Himself believed in it, and expresses
Himself in the most terrible warnings. -
Typical passages: "Ir thy Bge scandalize theee etc.

"Where their worm dieth not......

"Ihen shall He say to those on His lett hand ....

Fro Ha 20in F-notuetds dw\7a(ou4
A text from somethere in the Book ot Proverbs: "The tire never saith, 1t Yis

enough', Condeé%ng ambition =-- must pe what our Lord meant by "where their

worm dieth not etec.."

CGNCLUSLON? A poet, in a time of great spiritual darkness and avandonment,
wrote these lines:

Selt'yeast of spirit a dull dough sours. I see
The lost are like this, and their scourge to be,
As I am mine, their sweating selves, but worse,

(seltyeast etec. is too difficult for my amdience, I would not try ot emplain it)

In this life, our restlessness, our discontent when we don't get our
own way: our irritation and resentment when our will is set aside,
or when, by circumstance or the decisions of others, we are forced
to abandon plans --~ all unhappiness for all such causes is a tiny
foretaste of the ultimate misery of Mell. Xor there we shall never consent,
never obey, never surrender, neverk be content, never accept order or law.
Forever and ever we shall be choosing ourselves, with nothing else to
choose: our own will forever devouring our own will, We shall be Xzxwmx
forever free to choose as we please, but there will be nothing to choose
but ourselves, and we shall be left to ourselves and to that choice for
all eternity.




April 19, .1955.

Reverend Anthony Durand,
St. Peter’s Seminary,
London, Ontario.

Dear Father Durand :

Hell will have to wait until I have waded
through 20 papers I received, to reconstruct, for
Eheiinggrn. Thom. Congress, Rome. The deadline is

Y .

Hell, you have the most detailed plan of
my book right in Books I & II of Arist.’s Physics
and 3t. Thomas’s Commentary. So cut it. Xs ¥o
the difficulties I face and the criticism you men-
tion, I'm satisfied with your interpretation. But
don‘t forget that I always have the greatest dig-
ficulty in writing ex genere suo. Exce , I must
add, when treating of some question in Marian
Thaology; then I can be both lengthy and substantial.

Hell, I forgot all ahout the letter to an
artist friend of mine on the diff. between artist
and philosopher. This occurs to me while thinking
of Aziz, who took us to see that painting of hig at
St. Brunon. It was extremely impressive. I had
naver seen an original of his. He is certainly a
genius. By the way, to call a philosopher a genius
is, to my mind (or better, to the Socrates of the
Apologia and of the Ion), an insult. The Phil.,
like the Artist, must be endowed by nature; bmt the
latter does nearly all the rest by nature and, we-
ferably, doesn’t know what the Hell he'’s doing.

Re. Hell, read St. Thomas with Cajetan’s
Commentary, ITallae, q. 34, aa. 1 & 2.
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SR Dear Charles T L .o
Lo ST "Persevere under disclpllne- remember God dealpth w1th you as
. with'Bis.sons ! I hope you need no such admmnltlons and are patlently
i: ... sticking.it out. - You must prove Alphonse-Marie entiraly ‘wrong in his
~.".""~ forecast that you - ‘cannot rest for a year, -Stick it out. It will be -
- ‘welcome -at first, then tedious, then exasperating, and then at last
7 quite: dellghtful - In that last blessed phase, you will coms to know
> ~-once more what leisure-is, time will slow down, and.your youth will be
[* .- renewed like the eagle's, If Zoe is with ‘you now; pay attention to her;
- .she isiworth all the.doctors in Europe; you have only to:do what she '
advises from day to. dav to. get yourself back into flghtlng trim.’ No
- doctor :will“ever know the patlent as she does, = .
e flnd it hard to. beleive that you 'have not had’ a. drlnk since July,'
keep n in that spirit.of heroic fortitude. But really it is no matter’
- - for-:joking. " There seems to be nothing worse ¥kam for ulcers and father’
G Wlldgen has just lost a cousin who could not or. ‘would not follow the
#w . advice-of- the medical men in that respect, . After going back to the.
v bee r whatever it.was, his condition grew worse and worse and
,_'eventuallv an attack of hemorrhage carrled him off. I apologize for
gthls :grisly tale, but you are such an 1ncurable optimist, so sure that
- ings can never be so bad as they are made out to be, that perhaps -
'._you’"eed 1t - : : . ; T

1.

In, my last letter I forgot to mentlon that we have sent two more
) t6-Laval, - Both these fellows are to study theology, though. One

is'a prohisino student, the other an agelic character but mediocre in

ab11i+v. T hope to- hav° the better student shift some of his attention -
.L “to the philosphy faculty in his second year, The other is destined for
N Rome, -where he is to follow some special course in ascetics, If only
"they ‘would push themselves into philosophy, and then ask to remain at
aval-themselves, they would be probably be permitted to act as they
thought. best; but I am afraid they will not realise the value of what
Thev are getting.jnﬁ - ‘

‘ Az1z is d01ng some 1nterest1ng work lately. He has left me a new

picture, for my comments and my best attempt at a title It is a remarkable,
electrlc 1ittle thing -- a kind of symbolic landscane. Hy choice of

#title is prosy —- NATURE AND MAN -- but there seems no other possibility.
gYou ‘would be dellghted with it, Like the nature-po2try of fobert Frost

it 18 pure unconscious Aristotelianism, a delicate balance betwsen '

romariticism.and the cvnlcal realism of our.own day. It is a completely

mzfpagan-work but 'so’ sound and true that there is no objection to be _

Cnﬁbade tooit. I hope iit.will be available some day when you are in this part

wiof - the. country. The VFRQNICA i§ also on my bookcase, and I have promised

NSito write a little note on it for him. You saw this work, he tells me, during

~his visit to “uebec:..It is-now a favorite picture of, mine , one of the few

that I' ould 11ke to own, although 1ts _proper place would be in ‘a: small

1as alsa doen,a fantastlc thing, for which he says you suggestsd the

i 16 OUR LADY OF THE APOGALYPSE. It is a nightmarish sort of creation,
boswhich T cannot adjusk myself The significanee that I can assign to

¥ 88éma-to be of ‘my.own devising, and not the inetitable expression of

) _icture itself: I mean that it is too 'much (as 1 interpret it so far)
:‘t*does rnot-declare.its own meaning. I_have urged him not

' surely repel and’ ‘offend most hristians, but he A
hing and w1ll probably dlsregaré my advice,
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“which will demand an answer ‘that, you st not

7. make these H:wowamw ozmm H:wo E:} mOﬁwno ow wquwwma
. co&:nu.. ‘

mwmmmm do not ﬁmow owwwmmm to answer my letters.
H am writing them o:w% as a bommpvww help to your
oos¢m~mmom:om._ armww will -bei 'so*‘many;-others. o

L - R _:. ;

.»ﬁa now H am mowsm to bed. It is o:wﬁ.dms_
‘o'clock, but I.am pooped out and cannot risk
ulcers mb& blood. pressure ‘because hobody will
offer me no sabbatical <mmdriunmnHmmw time I
‘was sick, with a fidrce” sw.wmﬁpozm_ﬁwpn in
my interior, they kept mein bed:without food
.for three days and then handed s& s%.nomd.swws
H:mwdcoapos:,wo mo back to work,

Uo as womNmH meHm vou mdm mHH ﬁHHH be well.
Faithfully in owuwmﬁ.
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UNIVERSITE LAVAL
FACULTE DE PHILOSOPHIE

28 II 57

Dear Father Durand:

Desartes’ point is that movement should not e
defined,because,to him, it is a “natura simplex” which

is "per se satis nota”. Regarding Aristotle’s definition

of movement he says:

: "Quis enim intelligit haec verba? Quis ignorat quid sit
motus? Et quid non fateatur illos nodum in scirpo
quaesivisse? Dicendum est igitur,nullis unquam definitio-
nibus hujusmodi res [simplices] esse explicanddas,ne loco
sinpliciun compositanggprehendamus;sed illas tantum,
ab aliis omnibus S¥€ETEtds,attente ab unoquoque et pro

lumine ingenii sui esse intuen#as.” Requlae ad directionenm
ingenii,Requla XIT,é=mdit.Adam et Tannery, 426-427.

In fact,two things are manifest about mbvement : that there
is movement(this is what the prima via starts from,and that
the distance covered by a body in movement is measurable. But
this leaves “what movement is” obscure,and,as Aristotle points
out,after having defined it,it remains obscure. (Phys.IIT,c.2,
201b30;3.Thomas, lect.3,n.6)

Thanks for the pages you have already corrected. They
were in need of it! It must be painful to read my text in view
of improving it. I have just received 17 galleys of the study
I wrote for the Symposium on the Immac.Conc.of Notre Dame Univ.
back in 1954. The English must be miserable. :

The passage from Hermann Weyl,a Cerman,is his own English,
not mine,though of the same caliber.

For a course in Natural Theology I advise the Summa Theol.,
De Deo uno. To use Aristotle would be much too difficult.
The Summa contra Gentiles should be used on the side, except
for the way in which St.Thomas there explains the prima via,
which is too involved with the Physics. ' ,

I leave again on Monday,March 4th,for a week. This does not
- - - -help me at all,except financially,and this only to satidsy
immediate needs.

Did you know that John wvon Neumann,the Princeton Institute
of Advanced Studies’ mathematician who did so much for
the thinking machines,died a “atholic? I once had a chance to mee:
him,and neglected to take advantage of it. See the article in
Life of last week.

Most cordially,



/ St Prter's é'zménqmy

_L'onclon_ - eanaa’a

March 23 1957

Dear Charles, .
I have reached D. 100 of your MS, and will send that
much of it along if you need it. 1 would prefer to keep the vhole
thing on hand antil finished of course, in case L lose the sequence
of thought. - o

It has been slow work, both because of the daliy interruptions
which are a part of 1ife here, and also because of the difficulty
of the material. Even if your style were as Jucid as Newman's, it
would still be hard reading for a poor pastard like me, you knows;
and it is not as lucid as Newman's. I have made some radical alterabions
here and there, but I do so in the confidence that you will be
able to distinguish the genuine improvemen?t from that which may
be only better grammar but muddy thinking.

1f I am ready to give your Dpages SO much time, be sure that it
is not without selfish reasons. What you are writing is a true
teacher's nandbook, and has already been of grrat help to me. But
I also have the common good in mind, and am glad of the chance to
help put the truth on the market in a more readable dress than it .
might otherwise be obliged to wear ,Persevere with it, and never lose
confidence in ihe value of what you are doing.

#hi'e page by page, andparagraph by paragraph, 1 cannot praise.
your work too highly, I do have some misgivings about the over-all
plan -- if it has one. You are already guilty of some anticipations
and repetitions. For instance, in view of what 1s going into the
jintroduction, certain modifications should be made here and there
in the pages vwhich T have been examining. Some ideas from Russell
and Bddington are jntroduced as if this were the first mention of
them, when in fact they were already given some treatment in the

introduction.

~ Let me thank you sincerely for the trouble you took over ny

. question aboubt Decartes. It will be of great assistance to me,

and T wish that I had known what you have writien when 4 spent

an evening with a couple of yniverigy men a while ago. They bomparddd
me with auestions for several hours, and I was often more giib

than effective. Guerrillas hate fighting guerrillas.of course, and
rajoice when they come upon somone whox holds a position. But you
nesd to be sparter than 1 an to defend that position against thelr
continual hit-and-Tun tactics.

T am hopin 1o maks a long—dreamt—of trip to murope this summer --
lecaving by Air-france from Yontreal on July 3rd. A friend and 1 '
are putting through a plan to buy a small car from fenault, which

they oromisz %O puy back when we are donz with it. SO I am scrounging
and saving, although my estimates of cost mount horribly with everything
that T read, (I don't know why we should begrudge the poor Europeans

a decent price, though). #nyhow, if you have any suggestions for

a greenhbrn, particularly with regard to lodgings, they will- be
gratefully raceived, ,

R



d St. Prten'’s éminazy
London - Canada

4 last remark of a philosophical nature, I seem to remember your
using somshwere that example of necessity from St Thomas -- that man
of necessity dies, since he is composed of contraries. ‘o my mind
this example isxmak will not be clear to the average reader (as it
certainly is not to me). If the contraries are the four elements of
Empedocles, the example is obsolete; and, if some more modern elemehs
be substitued for the ancient ones, it is hard to see in what sense
thev can be called opposed to on2 another. WNo doubt it is all veautifully
clear in your head, but you perhaps nesd this warning that your readers
won't find it so. I have never understood the blessed thing myself.

You make no mention of bominic in your last letter. Have you
lost sight, of him entirsly? I hope homesickness will bring him back
for a visit bafore long. ‘

Sincerely in Christ

& ﬁQM.‘_MV/
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Rev. F‘ather Anthony Durand:t to wisil ff pative Lood, of only o

68 Gl 5% owrtd Sed Shore, And I heve planty @f relatlvse

um, drare oo could flnd loasingy free) «ox eves La uy
t\.z::-.';‘., Tuenent, Jash leb me kmew o Line ard these il be
Coanlen wl ul.mm T, ir ren den't wanl to ses Planderes, you sdght.
e 31 3‘*’ s [P RTA 635 Ly -'fﬂtv

Dear Father Durands o't Lry o ses everyihing. I think that delgium,
fuwicu and posaibly Spuac 1o very diffsrant), should be enough for

w sumner trip, Cthrgoteback frém my lecture:tourtlhet Petday;l of
and. there will be.visitorslat. homs.until!temprrow evenihil Besides,
I have-to déuble theinumberioficlasses and:utatoh upiwithutime:losts
But here ;areza few linesrin-answer:to,yourllstteri ofcMarchl23,cf

e 2 ©

There will be no repetitions in the book, becausse
I decided to publish:the>Ihtroductioniseparately-ab anidrtfcley I
will.then useiits:materlaliinnthé proper:places:of: ‘thelboekiwhatitui,
you have .of the: lattérrwascwritten-before-the-Introdustion (lﬂzichﬁa or
I have still: fonnd»xno tima to:revise:with your: correctionarand éuggas-
tions). L 2 weilip, o daertazoe o omnen Lhey oes 3o
: Tommy Just returned:to’ Oxford from?a trip!throfighivute
France ané he did it very:cheaply by:-using.theisuggestions of "Le
tourisme thiversitaire", 1111’ ask-himitblwhite youldbout’thieyt war
Hotel prices differ-widely,.as you:can seevbyilooking!into: "Le-gutdéan
bleu", "le guide Michelin"; or ¥legogutde dulclub des’sans club",: the
In Paria I have: at.ayad“atl thetﬂoteIfSta Afnej nearithe Place daxxings
1'Opera, for about:-$2,-pertnight,iItis- very*clean and ‘adequate}iriselly
froquent.ed. by the English :and1Belgians, >y jrecny {taiiwn. { sy Lhoy
S2l, A$Looa e Ioged un weft bl Luws Lo 7 L s
poTera v e It ‘your:friend's appetitau&a 1ike: yonw éﬁn ;o tiw
you ahould be ableito get on:veiy2chéaplysdalcrofssant tnd‘eoffae~>f their sx
at’a counterswould.cost you about 15 cents; lunch about 50 c.,
and dinner no more than a dollar -- while Paris is full of joints
where a good dinner would cost:bstwban 5vend-10:dollars; JOLEYT, a vrope-
R s al Lo the Uartis via, is besh oxpldined in the
' Tay - .Right .after-exams-heré-I ta Jeavingcfor Madissfigen
Conn., on I.ong Ieland 'Sound, where I have a friend who is chaplain
to the Sisters of Mercy College there, He has fine quarters (I was
there twice befors), very quiet; and an excellent library, much
better than my 6wn'in Philosophy'of Naturesénd- science.*ﬁi'm ‘soing
to try and-stiokito. my typewriter until the-first:draft of my book
is completely finished, ‘If undisturbed; I/think I ean: cbmplete the
Job some time arcmﬂd mid-JuIy‘rThsn,»u.I ‘san scrapeﬂthofmney

Lo Irlende In Pards, wsho go o Balsiw

-~




tage‘t r, I'1l ﬂyto Belgimi for a few weeks vacation.
27 You ought to visit my native land, of only to

‘see. Bruges: and the North Sea Shore, And I have plenty of relatives
‘in Brussels, where you could find lodgings free; and even in my
home : t6wn; Torhout, Just let me know on time and there will be

o problep:whatsoever, If you don't want to see Flanders, you might
"well“stay home, London, Ont. -

4

b .7, Don't try to see everything, I think that Belglum,
Frence. and possibly Spain (so very different), should be enough for

-one - sunmer trip., Otherwise you have no chance of getting the feel of
‘things. Italy will be ewfullyy hot. But I suppose you will want to
"pee Rome, If you tell we a little more about the time you will have

~ gnd-the places you really want to see, I will send you a list of

HI "adc}resses. '

S There is ons thing you must get hold of for your
-..-trip,and that's a combination of charcoal and sulfa, Sold in Belgium,
¢ .. ..Italy, and Spain, under the name "Charbon=Cilay", Changing climate, or
. - - just going from one gountry to another, you will get some kind of
dissentry end vomiting spells, as Americans do when they come to
'~ Canade, or Canadians when they go to the States. Tourist usually attribute
- this to water of food poisoning. Silly..I think the reason is the ,
changs of bacteria for virus-milieu. With that stuff you'll get over
the spell in a few hours. It's a small preventive, but such upsets can
© spoil your trip for days. - Some years ago 1 was writing cards at the
.. Vatican Post Office; and right in front of me sat a group of Flemings
" telling one-ancther sbout their digestive tract miseries, with typically
" Flemish forwardness. It was all caused by greasy Italian food, they
maintained., After a while I got up and told them in Flemish that
Italians fare no better when they go to Belgium., You can imagine the
expression on their faces when they learned 1 had uriderstood all of their exc|
mentitious palaver, o

e "Omne corruptibile quandoque corrumpet@ir®, a propo-

sition which is essential to the Tertia via, is best explained in the

- De Coslo, N.I, lect.29, n.8. I will go into this subject when I reach
Physic.Il, last chapter. ; '

P.S. Don't buy French Franks at the official market ratel You'd
get ohly 350 to the dollar. The "marché parralléle" is legal
enough, and will give you more than 400. The simplest thing
is to buy French Franks in Belgium. This is something I can
arrange for you through friends in Paris, who go to Belgium

regularly.
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St. Preter’s é'zminazy
[0”6{0'2' - C’anac{a

" 'September 19, 1957

Dear Charles, :
I got back home on the 15th, and it was just
as well that you did not find it possible to stop here on your
way to Indiana, because I have found myself in such a nest

of troubles sincs arrival that it would have been a sheer
impossibility to enjoy your visit.

A life-long friend and colleague, Father Simpson, fell

sick about a week before 1 arrived. He seems to have developed
a bdd ulcer without symptoms of any kind. An internal hemorrhage
took about two thirds of his blood and his condition was so
bad that it was a great risk to operate. The surgeons took the.
risk any how, and he now seems to be making a good enough re-
covery. We have been such close friends for so long that my
company means a great deal to him in this emergency. '

At the same time another member of our small staff fell sick
and so we are two men short. The result is desperate measures
all round, radical changes in timetables, etc, etc. We must
limp along somehow until Christmas. In this diocese we have
always been shorthanded, and now our condition seems worse
than ever, Our Bishop has opened a new college, and is planning
a minor seminary, so that the competition for future staff '
members promises to be pretty sharp.

I have sent you the prooofs of the long article, which
I did my best to attend to promptly, since it seemed too bad
to delay publication of something so nearly finished, %ay

L urge you, for hell's sake, to stop making additions and digressions

in the thing. Revise, don't rewrite. Your latest treatment of
the Russell fallacies about the number series, for example,

is uriquestionably more thorough and penetrating, but it is not
as clear as the earlier one; and the difficulties which it
faces will never occur mk to the vast majority of your readers,
One of your vices as a writer is the inclination to follow

up every lead that occurs to you, whatever the effect on

the general order of your exposition. Now, you know very well
that, there can be no end to difficulties and objections, so that
the wise course is to make a tactful selection among them, and
leave the reat in peace. OSometimes I think you give aid and
comfort to the enemy by furnishing him with weapons that he would
not have the wit to invent for.himself.

Your recent letters have not been very lucid either, 4 mean
as regards your personal history. Apparently you have hired
yourself out to Notre Dame for a term, your last letter being
the first intimation I had of this intention. I am sorry for
baval, and will not know where-to send future recruits if you
keep this up., If they pay you enough to make it worth while,
then fine.

Anyhow, it is an excellent idea to have someone on
hand to act as editor for your manual. I hope fervently that




St. Prten's é'zmina'zy
-L’Ondon, - aanaJa

Oesterle can get it out of you, for we have. all been waiting leng
enough. Why don't you put the larger work aside and go at the
manual hammer and tongs? Let Oesterle decids what is to go

into it; he will doubtless be in close touch with undergraduates
and with typical university or college situations. And it

will be a money-maker. If you are actually living with someone
who can act as your editor, you are in the ideal condition

for doing the job quickly.

(By the way, and if you can think of it, please let me
know your opinion of Oesterle's Ethics. We would be glad to
put a good manual into use here).

Another disaster, which I failed to mention, is that
Father Wildgen has been transferred to parish work, He was the
best man we had here -- a far better head for hilosophy than
mine. So now I have to teach his course in Metaphysics. I am
old and blasé, thank heaven, otherwise I would be quite upset
by the prospect of lecturing 3 times a week on a subject
which I can't even define. For the first year, at least,
the course will be made up of anything that occurs to me,

T intend to shove in something about the calculating machines,
now that I have some notion of what they do.

I will atend to the other articles as soon as I can,
The one on the nature and use of symbols looks very tough
indeed.

Sincerely in Christ

z.d)
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rd
December 20 (’ 15E )

Dear Charles,

If you will let me know how and when you are to arrive

“in London, I will be glad to drive you down to Delhi, “o far

as I can tell, I will be entirely free on Saturday the 28th,
and probably on the 29th too. Our studenf;s will all be on
vacation at that time, and I have no assigmeﬁt for the week-
end and will evade one. |

If you have time for a couple of hours in London, you
might oe interested to see some of Aziz' new pictures, “hatever
else they may be, they are certainly original.

On the 27th, when you propose teléphoning, I may be vistting
Father Ffoulkes in Dublin. (I always glive-him a hand over
Christmas). The number is DUBLIN 16, andI would suggest

that you try for me there first,

(When I sent back your MS the other day, I forgot to
mention that I expect to see it again and give it a final
revision, after you have dore with it whatever you think

best).
Faithfully in Christ .

O R




DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Notre Dame, Indians

2 I 58

Dear Father Durand: ;

_ - -

The reference on Nature and Soul is right where I was looking

In De Anima,u.257,i.e. Book II,lect.3. Compare this with metaphys.T.

chapt.h,lectio 4 in St. Thomas. #And,as I told you,look up ay &rt.
in LTP 1955,n.2,pp.187-196,where you will find references to

- "guae sunt contraria in rebus non sunt contraria in anima." This,

to my mind,is a basic principle of aesthetics.

I think we should be able to meet more reguktarly,for our
mutual benefit. You can start me thinking on subjects otherwise
would never hother about. :

Back in 1954 I wrote a study on Marian Dogmas,which you
refused to look at. If you had done so,you would have learned
something about divine friendship. I just got the page-proofsd,
and I'm sending them to you. It's too late to do much about the
English.I want you to read it for your own benefit. I'1l be here
until Jan.l6th. Incidentally,do you think I might one day expand
it into a book? :

I thoroughly agree with everything you say about Aziz and




his work. This includes the Rainbow.Regarding the Annunciatio:
" as he calls it,there is something too geometrically abstraet
about that heam,circle and center. He may be right in present)
the thing as he does.Praeterea,the B, Virgin did express wonde:
but I don't think it should be given that kind of expression:|
it looks too much like extasis,which is something imperfect.
Fra Angelico has expressed her attitude,and althou$h differen-
means may be used to convey it,I don't think that Twhat" he sa|
can be much improved upon. The ray is alright,but why should
it terminate in that red spot? 1 hesitate to say this,for the:
may be a good reason for it, Is there no other way of conveyii
that the Word is being made flesh? Perhaps my pages on The Iy
Conc.and the doctrine of Coredemption would help you to see
«what I have in mind. , , :
There is no substitute for Arist.'s “etaphysicsjand Lthe
De Deo Uno of the Summa may be used as a continuation of it, b
not a; something to take its place. I'1ll send you some pages o
this when I get back to Quebec.
' . Most egratefully,

(sl
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St. Peter's Beminmary
London, Canada
A

I

Dear Charlss, ¥arch 22

This papgpe contains my article on Philip Aziz, which + told
you I might write. It now qualifies for that contest sponsored by the Spaeth
outfit and, if only + can place or show, I may have done somathing to rescue
Philip from the morass of famale portraits. <‘he newspaper editor has chopped
up my varagraphs in a fashion which I know will distress someone so sensitive
to good style as yourself, but he has not cut any of the material. You will
notice that I am writing for the judges of the contest, not for the innocent
subscribers to our diocesan organ, and I hcpe 1 have succeeded in sounding like
a man who knows something about his subject, and not like the fraud that

~ reallv am, ;

“ave vou noticed a recent book: THE INTIRPLAY OF RAST AND WEST, by Barbara
Ward, Tt consists of three lectures which she gave _ at McGill in circumstances
simila» to those which you will face at McMaster. hatever your opinion of the
common run of women, you will have to grant, 1 think, that she is an outstanding
intelligence., #nd it might oe worth while to look at this little book as
a moizl for the sort of volums you -- or better we —- should produce for
¥cMaster, Her style sesms just right for the pmrpose, .

I suppose 1t is hopeless to expsct that you will do anything on those
lectures bafore vou have to. But if you only would send me a draft of them
bafore next fall, it would be an 2asy matter to have a finished MS to present

to vour hosts in January,
Faithfully yours

@ 2oy
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