Le 1% Janvier 1941,

Monsieur Cyrias Ouelist,

. - Docteur en, Sciences, o

- Professeur de Chimie Physiocue & 1la .
Paculté des Sciences de 1'Université Laval
- Boulevard de l!'Fntente, ‘ -

‘}v
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Mol morplus je n'al rier & vous dire.,
e . Il.ne m'est ceperdant pas interdit (psa 3 ce
T cue Se-sache). de wous fsire remarcuer les in-
Cih e T e 'qui dtudes que. Je pourrai avelr (11 ntest pas
Sk 7. possiblé dfen déterminer les conditions) si per
T guelque hébétude d'esprit vous identifiez ia
?que}-ﬂoralityl_du comth rendi: que vous evez eu.
' la tres généreuse et trés délicate obligeance de
B ~.* me faire parvenir,si vous le confondiez svec la
IR rétre.Ii en est en effet,directement ld contraire.

T Mals,comme. J'al bien compris cu'lavec votre
' K o prudence habituelle,vous ntavez choisi sucune part

5 + afin de-pe pas troubler la paix dornt vous jouissez

o« entre-1T8tre et le non-8tre,3'si le ferme convie-

" . “tlon gque les conditions nue Je pourrais avolr men-
‘tionnées plus haut ne sont. pas accomplies.

. Veuillez agréer,chep Honsleur, Ltexpression
de mes sentimerits oxtrd@mement distingués et exagi-
. rement respectueux. - -

L e et e . .  TCharies De Koninck
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014 Radiation Laboratory
University of Ca11fornia“ o
Berkeley U4. - SRR

25 févrior 1950.

Hochgeehrter Herr Professorl

J'al lu et relu, avec un enthousiasme croiseant votra lottre
pleins de sazesse. Vous vous trouvez } ltawant-zarde :les préocsupa-
tions ncturllas de 1o scisnce et conversez vers les m3mes conclusdons
quéfZiene dont le syctdms werveux rdesnc sur 270 livres et une bakbe.
Ses 1iées bernétiqupq 1'am2nant de plus an plus A Studier les rap-
ports entre las sens, en particulier la vue et le toucher. ns
"Science", 1'“utomne dernier, s a publié un artiecle remarquable sur
leq principes qui doivent présider A la conception d'appareils desti-
née & remplacer un sens par un autre chez les mutilés de suerre. Comme
sar hasard, i1 se trouve que ces considérations touchent aux notions
d'expcrience, de causalité et de finalitéd., +wn Janvier. la m8ms revue
*Seience’a publié deux ~rticles sur ces probldmes ‘fondamentaux, l'un

par Tiels Bohr et l'autre par von Bartollanfsky de 1'Un1versité§4yd'0ttawd\

Jtai demandd 3 ce dernier un tird & part et lul ai en m23me temps donné
votre adresse.

Votre 1dée que-la vie finira comme elle a commencd, par la ra-
dlation, entre anssi dans les préoccuvations de Radiation Laboratory;

on y "fait la bombe" et, par les mBmes moyens (les isotopes) on étudie

12 Photosynthdse, source de lt'énersie de tous les &tres vivants. Inu-
tile de dire que Je travaille exclusivement sur ce dernier probl dme.

[:ybern $tiquement parlant, 12 supériorité du toucher sur 1la vue
rrovient de ce que dans le toucher 11 y a véritadlement "expsriende",
c.-3-dire interaction de ltobeervateur avec l'objet, ot non pas simple
renrésentation. Tds gu'il y a contact actif et réciproque, i1 n'y a
vlus, A proprement varler, de "monde extérieur". On pourrait dire
qu'd partir ds 1a ddcouverte du principes dfindétermination et du prin-
cive opérationnel, la physique théoricue a cassé 4'dtre cartieienna.

11 fant voir comment la notion de causnlité 3 cens unique s'en est trou-
vée Sbranlde. Par le toucher, l'opdratesur et son objet, chacun dnns la
masure de ses voscibilités, apprennent A se "conduire" mutuellemont.
fontrairement aux rostes dirigds par la wvue, qui dépassent souvent lour
masurs et ont toujours l'sir batement mécanicuss, ceux quo dirize le
touchar s'ajuctert de facen continue, par un cyele ininterrompu de ri-
flexes correctaurs, nux pos~ibilitde de chaque instant et enfoncent
doucement dans la direction ol ¢a cdde, comme le monarque de Saint-
zxupéry qui était toujours obéi parce qu'il mentalt toujours la mesure




exacte de son pouvoir. 'Je crois que s8i la sclence du gouvernsment ..
réside dans la vision et en particulier la prévision, ltart ‘de zou-~
verner repose sur ls toucher. (Te type qui sait 1s moine Zouvarner,
clest "l'organisateur". Nous verrons Plus loin pourquoi.) : Admirez
la profondeur du parler populaire: "Cl'est un visionnaire (m@me gene
dans "fanatique"), 41 n'm pas de tact.” Ceci m'amdne directement A
voe sombres réflexions sur la peintura. Tl serait intéressant de
chercher si l'egssor de la peinture, art purament visuel, a cofnetdd
avec un déclin de la sculpture, art tactile rar excellence..

- Fheury, ot si cette transition n'a pas cofncidé avec
une recrudescence des "{smes" dans les ides et 1a politique.. Teos
Y1gMos" sont dek pures représentations, produits var la vue amputée
des autres Se?i:j . ‘ : -

On peut aussi démontrer, mar 1la cybernétique, pourquol Helly-
woed fait des mauvais filmg. M8me sans 1a théorie mathématique du
fead-back, on volt facilem~nt qulunn correction continus de 1'opéra-
tion, induite par les réactions de 1'objet, est 1e seul moven dtst-
teindre un dut avec précision, sfiretd, minimum de déplacemant et de
dépenses de temps et d'énergie. Gﬁminampeut@@nﬂnaénmwdin&!&ss%&imn“
anagg;&pnﬂaw&¢n@$&h&er%e?wartnear%éatwn”eoutemporainsdayngggggﬁpq,)
Ces conditions sont les conditions m2mes de ce qu'on appelle 1'616-
fance, C.-3-d, du maximum d'effet avec le minimum de moyens. Un
reste élémant, une démonstration é16gante, une toilette 4816zantes =ont
tous caractérisds par cette dconomie et cette simplicité, apparente
seulement, mais résultant en rdalité de l'harmonie d'un #rand nomdre
de facteurs. (Voir 1'anslyse des réflexes du patineur). Malheurouse-~
ment Hollywood, étant trop riche, n'a aurun gens de 1'économie des
moyens ce qui le rend incapable d'é1égance, et, n'ayant pas appris,
pour la m8ma raison, A lutter avec les choses, est augsi incapadle
de tout ce qui peut "toucher". (les personnages du cindma américain
na sont jamais de 1la maison; 1ls ont toujours un air irréel, c.-a-d.
non touché et non senti, comme les volsing que l'on ne voit jamals
au'd travers les vitres des fendtres.) Les freudiens amiricains pen-
sent que la rauvreté rousse les rauples A produire des omuvres d'art
vour suq imer leurs aspirations refoulées, mais alors pourquol’ des
ceuvres plutdt que n'importe quoi? 7I1 me sembdble que la nicessitd
d'économizer les moyens,’ c.-3-d. dtagir avec intelligence at tact,
ast plutdt ce qui condult™hoturellement A des habitudes esthitiques.
"uand un pauvre rate con coup, cn qui en résulte est un 4chec mais
nen pas un monstra. : -

g[%aturellement, 1a vue &—ses vyon= cdtdés. n nercevant plusieurs
objet®d 1z fols ~lle incite 2 dtanlir doa relations, das “patterng®
7lus ou moinr- utiles rour se déhrouiller. D'ailleurs, le nerf ortique
contient beaucoup moin~ d= fidbresg qu'il n'y a de terminnisons sensibles
sur 1a réitine, ce qui oblige 1o syetdme A faire une sélection, & classer
les forwes visuolloes en catésories, indépendantes de la grandeur ot de
1torinntation des objets. Te toucher prodult une partie de ses offets
=ous forme ds réflexes circulaires qui, uns fola dtadlig par 1'hadbi-
tude, fonetionnent sans que le cerveau prenne conscisnce de l2 sensa-




.

tion et servent 2 diriger, souvent avec une souplesee et précision .
admirables, des mouvements, coutumierg., De méme, on g'habitue vite
aux gofits at aux odeurs, 11 est remarqueble qu'on ne soit Jamate
parvenu A classer les sensations autres que les visuelles quten ca-
tégories tras vagues et qu'on ne les ait pas lides Par un réseau de
relations losiques. - : Sl '

Mals wasgrTR A tas e dARL 10 vuo a voulu ge substi-
tuer aux sutres sens. 11'y a et dighord la vassion deos paysages,:,
- qul me raratt 2trs un phénomdne datant d'un sidcle ou deux pu—pluad,,
.Puls leos maisons; #rice aux progréds de la fabrication du varre, -
mont devenues de plus aon plus vitrées en n@me temps que les fauteuils
devenatent nlus mo#lleux ot que 1a ventilation ot les ddsinfectants
8liminninnt les odeurs. Or, Je soutiens que 1a sensation visuelle,
=1 .sna8 parceptions ne sont pas virifides ¢ar le toucher ou ln gofit
on l'odorat, est un ament de frustration 3 rendre un homme fou.
“ene varler des sxamples qui sautent 3 1'egurit Lsssmentmesd g
¥ a~t-11 rien qui donne uns impression de séparation plus pénible que
de traverser en train un village ou 1'on a véeu? Tout homms normal
se vréeipits vers la #ortidre ot hume 1'air da 1'androit, sans quoi
11 n'y aura jamnis de paix oen lui. nfin les Américains, dans leur
ra-e de couper les dsrniers liens qui les rattachaient & ce monde,
ont implenté ce monstrueux ambldme de notra temps: 1le cellophane.
“t 1ls sont surpris d'avoir les nerfs en boule.

ey

d

Je dls que 1'on ~at en train de réduire 1'homme 2 1'état d'une
espdce d'insecte ou olseau . Ces animaug ont dee yeux d'une grende
perfection L%numatiumﬁauamﬂ&@@g@mggggxigaﬁwa. maie leurs autres sens
semblant nratiquement inexietants. T1 parait qu'ils se zuldent pres-
qua exclusivement sur leurs sensations visuelles (B, M, Fox: "The per-
ronality of Knimals" — Pelican Books) Aussi voyez comme ils sont
rauches dans leurs contacts avec las objets; leurs mouvements sont nar-
quds d'dearte ridicules ot d*obstinations absurdes. T1e pergoivent,
mals ils n'apprennent pas, ne stadaptent pas. MN'ayant ni taect, ni
flair 11s =ont ingouvernables et ne peuvent exister qu'd 1'4tat —dddm-
<“dsabrmverar de sobidtds risidement totalitaires comme la ruche et 1s
fourmilidre. 7Par ailleurs, 1l1= sont pulscamment muselds, aziles, vifs
et trds vou sensidles. T gont fanatiques. ©On me ait que Wiener a
construit une machine sans mémoire, couvornée par des cellules photo-
électriques ot dont 1o comportemont pemsembls & s'y méprendre A celul
d'un insecte. A Ttobscuritd, »lle raste immobile; aux faibles declat-
remente nlle s'épulse dans une rerplexitd févrile paree gqutells no se
souvient jamsic de ses mouvements rrécédents, encore moinzs de leurs
effets: enfin, si on 1+ "fageina® var un dclair, ~lle fonce comme une
fanatique sulvant une dirsction guil devient infloxible.

~

A propon du gofit et de l'odorat, ja crois que ce sont agimplo-
ment deux locnlisations du mdme seng osmotique et chimique.
Tuand 11~ =sont obscurcis par un rhumn de cerveau, avez-vous l'impres.

’

slon d'3tre sépard de votre passd? Proust o écrit de trds belles
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choses sur le pouvolr évocateur du goQt et tout le monde connatt celul

de 1'odorat. Pulsque ces sens possddent le pouvoir de nous faire I're-
vivre" un moment passé, c'est qu'ils sont probablement les portes ou
~du moins les dépositaires de 1'expérience.’ Ils ont le don non:seule~"
ment de rappeler les autres senzations enfoules dans 1z mémoire mals '

de les replacer dans leur contexte initial avec Yeur signification et

de faire "repressentir" ce qul allait se passer ensuite. Teur pouvolr
d'intéaration s'Stend dans le temps Jusqu'd ce qui &talt alors l'avenir
et reconstitue toute una trame d'expérience encore utilisable pur un -
certaln genre de prédiction. Connaftre 1'avenir par 1'utilisation plus
ou moinn consciente de 12 mémoire ne s'appelle pas "préveir", mals "pres-
zantir® et avoir du "flair", deux expressions bien olfactives. I1 est &
noter que ce# sensations no sont pac soutenues comme celles de 1o vue

et du toucher, mails viennent par varues; elles ne donnent png prise non
tlus 3 une description discursive et ne se 1aignent pas séparer on uar- |
ties sauf en ce quil concerne l'ordre de leur succession. 11 semble que
T2 mémeire ait anregistrd non leur valeur absolue mais leur ddrivée par
repport au temps. “1 cecl est vral, cela voudrait dire, cyberndtique-
ment, au'2lles joue®un rdéle capital dans 12 conduite de la vie et dans
ltart de couverner., e )

Considérons un mécanisme autordsulateur. I1 faut lui donner une
lirne =zéinirale de conduite, un moteur, des orsanes qui le tiennent cons-
tamment en contart avec les effets qu'il produit, des oremnes de trong-
mission qui appliquent aux mouvements du moteur une correction propor-
tionnelle A 1'dcart entre lteffet . produit- et 1'effet .. cherché.. Maisg
celn ne suffit pas, varce qu'il s'écoule toujours un certain“temps ontre
la percention d'un dcart et sa correction. (ette machine rudimentaire
passe son temps 2 zigzaguer comms un apprenti. 94 x est 1'dcart pergu
4 1'instant t, le circuit d'information doit fournir aussi la valeur
de dx/ @t et la forme de la fonction, puis le tout doit 8tre intéard

pour que la correctlon appliquée au tout de l'intervalle ™ queé pren-
nent ces opérations corrige la valsur qu'aura x & l!'instant t+ 7.

Donec, gouverner c'est prévoir. Si la forme de la fonction n'est pas
Eff&ﬂggfgigégve}aaggghégﬁmgggfﬁbliggpfggé{foagriaétggeefgnﬁfea§°§g§§s1,
Chague fois qu'un nouvel écart se desesine, l'allure de sa ta:;attop“ep‘
fometion ém temps est confrontée aves celles de l'expériencs, cells

qui lul ressemil eX le plus est choisie et la correction correspondante
ost appliquée. Je suls tenté d'assimiler le flair & cette perception
plus ou moins emplrique mais raplde et slire de la dérivée du danger et
d'enfaire une faculté olfactive. Dec tout ceci Je conclus que l1e fouver-
nement visionnajre par "planning® est le plus mauvails car 11 ne «'in-
quidte mdme pas de constater les affete immédiats de ses actes st de les
corrizer A mesure par une espdce de sens du toucher qui ect senaiblo A
12 "natural cussedness of things". Le moins qu'on pulsse demander

clest du tact. Mais si le tact suffit & empdcher les petites catas-
trophes, i1 ne mdne pas & grand chose. Si l'on veut avancer, il faut
aussi 3tre sensible & la dérivée des évidnements, qu'on peut ainsi em-
pécher, contrdler ou utiliser avant ma3me qu'ils ne se produisent.




et

. Léff1a1r7d@s{ﬁélificiéﬂsfdiexﬁérléﬁc; me" semble Sfre:ﬁ$é bé1i5*_ e -
tration de ce second degré de la oyberndtique. Ce sont. probablement ' .. -
- des hommes sensuels qui ont une riche wvie viscérale, ' L

e

111vis

;"Cepéndaht.-toute‘cette‘gageggé'(a§3getﬁ

pour le moins stérile oi elle n'est pas‘inspirée par un 1d4al quelcbnllfi L

que, probablement d'origine visuelle et (b ) devient impuissante st la -
machine subit un écart provoquéd par tne ‘cauee oxtérisure et incontrad<
lable que seul un ‘sens & longue portée comme la vue aurait pu lui per-.
mettre de percevoir et d'éviter. On sait que 1a tact et le flair ne.
sont d'aucun secours dans les circonstances extr@mesg 41 faut ouvrir
les youx et ralconner. TLa mémoirs, elle, ne fait qu'emdrouiller la

. vue at propose des solutions timides et incongrues, parce qutelle re-

rrésente 1a continuité de la fonction, qui passe justemont par une
digcontinuité., Clest pourquol toute révolution s'efforce d'effacer
1thisteire. Fals dds qu'elle veut se consolider, alle e«t forcde de
faire appel aux sens non visuels, qul assurent la continuitd de 1'ex-
périence au prix d'un certain automatisme passablement animel. -

GO R -
karati—erioraisiouan s soued ujet du rdle du toucher et du .
zofit; P trouveMir des choses intéressantes dang le livre de Shaldony

"Varieties of Human Temperament®. Son type visuel et musclé est l'or- -

panisateur actif, le militaire ou le "capitaine" d'industrise, qui ex-

celle & classer les choses et les mens,mnis reste impulssant A prendre

contact avec la vie. "Y1 ne gofite rien, no sent rien st ne toucho las
objets que pour les déplacer. Le visémal, 1lui, conquiert le monde par
1'intéricur en multipliant les péints de contact, palpant, humant et
savourant comme e'il voulait tout transformer en sa propre substance.
Il rumine 1'univers, almerwidlonwdu-tatendperebe Soc pensées profondes
qud- 1o rendent heureux et changent parfols le cours de-l1'histoire. Il
egtugdniralenont:gras ot-jovtnl. (Co type-eat colal qui sslniplusdes
Easingsd ). Sekndda 11 v a aussi le cérédbral, qui est seneible aux pi-
‘qlires d'insectes et 3'1a valeur des mots, ne regoit des choses que des
improssions passives mals trds vives qui lui passent dans le syrtdme

& 1'état de symbols. Tl reste sceptique quant au monde de l'action et .

des eens ot cherche sa paix dans une harmonie interne: ctest un domx
ascdte , capable de fournir des valeurs asthdtiques ou morales.]  “hel-
don se rlaint de ce que les images d@|Ghriet et les portraits de pré-
sidents d'universités deviennent de plus en plus musclés et les mi- '
cholres de plus en plus carrées et redoute que ce ne soit un symptdme
du rdgne des orzsnisateure qui, avec l'aide de 1a science, vont con-
duire 1'humanité & une mort violente aprds avoir anesthéeié ses sens -
de rouvernement et de conservation: le toucher et le gofit. Justement, .
il espdre cue de nouveauxRabelais ot Walstaff vont venir 3 temps pour
noug redonner nos intestins avant que nous no perdions compldtement ot
le ventre ot la téte. oo .

That!'g all.

.

Cyrias




Quebec, January 7, 1950.

My dear Sir:

Heaven knows why,-but I dreamt of you on Xmas night and was
firmly resolved to write you. (I have-a growing suspicion of being a

. procrastinator!) "This morning I received your:ee what-sghall T eall 17 —

* ghd the book.too, which I shdll go through:.carefully in: due time.. I

- have clanced at the passages you had marked,. and strongly recommend one
of C. S. Lewie' latest books: "That hideous strength". The "Teleolomi~
cal Mecanisms! comes to me just in time, for I'm to write the nreFace
to a book in which there is question of finality. - .

Thinzs 1like thie happen to me gll the time° Jusbﬁas«my exin~
tence becomas smooth and comfortable, someons forces a-beok on me that.
is uséful and so disturbs my contemplation of the void. -At the present
" time I am day-dreaming about the external senses, At last I have dis-
covered the symptom (perhaps I should say, more modestly, an important
one) of a general decline of the humsn racel Something has gone wrong
with the organs of our lower senses = our touch, our taste, and to some
extent, our smell. They have become obtuse, and as a result we.are was-
ting away into the kind of spiritualiem:that:is the lowest form of mate-
rialism. The light dawned on me thie Summer at the:Rijksmuszeum' of: Ams-
terdam, where I saw for the first time a-Ruysda®l in the: flesh, so to
speak. Some works of Rembrandt, téo, struck me.in-the same way.- I had
always felt a bit embarrassed ebout my reaction to these: great painters.
‘Here, dear Cyrias, is the revelation. these men are all sleht and prac-
tically no touch. : T R

It's & lone story. The prolegomena,afe: although 1t is the:
lowest of our senses, the poorest as to:representation, navertheless,
touch is the most fundamental of our external senses and more particu-
larly it is the sense of certitude. That is why we call. it the gensge
of intellect. Sight, on the contrary, while it is by far the most per-
fect of them 211 in the order of representation - it reveals .the .
greatest number and variety of objects — it has much less certitude.
it is much less inevitably mixed up with-the things it percelives: when .
we desire to be certain about the.thing seen .we naturally reach out to-
wards it with our hand. 1In other words, the great modern painting has
for several centuries been idealistic. 1In idealism, we overrate the
batter part of ourselves and tend to disparage the humbler .one which
is in a way by far more important. We are, after all, but a tiny dull
shadow of ‘intellect implementad by a huere and just 2s indispensable in-
testin. Civilization is approaching the death of radiation. T4ife he-
#an, entered upon the scene, through radiation and will probably leave
by the same door. Turther proof of this is to be found in the perverse
sensibility of our rear ends: we can no longer hear to feel. the resis-
tance of matter, of the substantial wood, and we surround ourselves

(RN




with soft yielding materials, thus encouraginhg our pseudo-spirituslity.
(No causal order suggested.) How can we stop this? Are you goine to

take the hard bench when you have a comfortable club chair to float in?
(Note the difference between to sit "in" something and to sit "on" so-

mething). -

Next comes the sense of taste. Not only are we retting on
without wine, bhut we have even rencunced eating bread. We no longer .
have bread and really no longer want 1t. The Flemings were right when
‘th®y saw deep perversion in the one who sats Sunday "koekebrood" avery .

out-guaranteed-on-first-contact spiritg,

" day of the week. mhe“spirit-invigorating‘Wine'wg replace. with noclk-

O Rabelais! He was a'last flare, perhaps exaggerated a bit,
in dispaif. And then comes Descartes with his "irrdalité" of the pro-
per sensibles, shutting out the "world of disorder and uncleanliness".
(Frank on Winstein) And in ®Bnsland Tocke murdered Falstaff (with odour-
less gas). And Rubans is all food for aye#, none for touch, nor for
taste and there is not a smell in his laviah tableaux. In my opinion,
there is not 2 sinzle nude in all modern painting. fThe thought of =11
this is terrifyine. ' o : o

Hopelessly depressing, when we reflect that the senge of taste
is the sense of wisdom: the gense of dtstinction and order, so marvel-
lously displayed by the discriminating sction of salt - g8l “sapientiae.
"Sapientis est ordinare et judicare, non ordinari nec judicari.n® ‘The
mouth is the outmost sphere of the universe; 1t envelops the whole snd ,
euacloses and discerns the unsaen. ‘It separates and distils and explores
the stuff that is to make up our very substance. The trouble with all
the modern philosophers 1 know is that they do not really enjoy their
food, eating asg they do mere molecules, vitamins, fidersg and tiseues.

As you can see in our food displays, the first and last appeaIzis to the

eyes ~— 1little happens in between, thanks to cocktail anesthesfa.,

»

The problem of touch and tasts is to me settled "d'une mantdre

claire et définitive". Smell still has me ruzzled. It 13 in one way
more profoundly spiritual than any of the other senses. It s an invisible
presence. TWxtremely abstract, wa do not associate 1t with the tangible,
Tet it can be sharp and inconstestable. The chemiatls nose is witnees to
1ts subtility. - A1l thie is thoroughly supported by Flemish legend. It
seems that when the devil appears in humen form, and 1s finally recogni-
zed for what he 1s, he vanishes with a howl, leaving vehind o stench so
awful that the witnesses have rencunced even trying to describde it. In-
ascapable stench, even more sn than pain, #ives us & sensidvle experience

of despair — "it stinks 1ike Welln! .

So does this letter.
(«1gné)  Charles Da Koninck
Prof. Dr. and Zenerally T.earned Cyrias Ouellet,
Laboratory for old radiation,

University of California,
Rerkeley, CAL.




@ollege of $t. Thomas
St. Paul, Minnesota

Aygust 22, 1945

Dear Charles,

I am sorry to have been forced to delay so long
answering your letter of three weeks ago. Ly stay at Benincasa
was abruptly interrupted by a call home when my aunt became
critically 1ll; she recovered from the illness and I returned
almost directly to St.Paul,

The translation of the Cassirer reached me safely.
I have read only some fifty pages of the text, for again the
work was interrupted by the trip East and the return to work
at St.Thomas. The next few weeks preparatory to my leaving
here will not afford much time either. But at the earliest
opportunity in St.Louis I will get down to consistent work at
it., I am anxious to settle down where I can apply myself to it.
Cusanas' philosophy is certainly of amazing significance and
throws great light on the whole thought of Feuerbach.

I got hold of the Eschmann article on your
Common Good, It seems to'me to be a pretty terrible piece
no matter how you look at it. Anyone who has read your book .
will, I think, realize that Eschmann has failed to under-
stand the whole problem and has certainly misrepresented
you. In the first place he does not accept your statement
that men are "les parties principales constituant materielle-
ment l'univers"; but in the second place he shows that he
doesn't understand it, for he attributes to that proposition
consequences which do not belong ¢o it, which you 4o not
attribute to it, and which are absurd. For example, on page
189 he says: "for, being material parts of the cosmos and
subordineted, as material parts, to the stars and the spheres,
they (men) will have just as much responsibility...as the
pistons in a steam engine”. what 1s incredible is not so
much that he doesn't accept the statement that men are '"les
parties principales constituant materiellement l'univers",
as his refusal to see that it is as principal parts (and
what that involves) that intellectual creatures are sub-
ordinated to the common good of the universe., That it is
materially that intellectual creatures constitute the prin-
cipal parts is easily enough shown by reegalling for him the
fourth lesson of the Commentary on Book Two of the Physics:

"Et oguod sint (animae rationales) in materia, per hoc probat"etc.
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Uollege of St. Thonwas
St. Paul, Miunesota

Jhat follows On pp.190-192 seemsAabsolung irrelevant.

He has nothing to say upon that whichﬁinsist,.namely, that

the root reason why the common good is said to be common is
its superabundance and incommensurability with the singular
good of the person. He fails throughout Yo see this. Compare
p.197: "Is not this act end good of the speculative intellect
a personal goodZ" From beginning to end Eschmann shows a com-
plete misunderstanding of your position. Tt is summed up in
his statement that you "have constantly by-passed this most
essential thesis of Thomistic ethics", namely, that the good
of the speculative intellect 1is a persenal good. But you give
the whole answer OI that point.on pp.61-62 and p.65, "Rappellons'.
Zachmann adverts to your Tesponses here, but what he does with
thern (and with Peter of suvergne) is appalling. It is perhaps
true that Feter of Auvergne's phrase "speculatio totius civi-
tatis" is a Dbit curious, but the meaning is certainly clear
epough as soon &S "totius civitatis" is taken in opposition
4o "secundun seipsum solum". Eschmann's impression is evident-
1y that you are basing the primacy of the common good -on an
nggsecutio comrmunis" of the end of the speculative intellect.
It might be well, though, to clear up the ambiguity in the

use of the term common good as apRlied to the pragtical in-
tellect and as applied to the speculative intellect -1 mean
that the good of the practical intellect can be common tO

many while the good of the speculative intellect 1is singularly
his who contemplates, although the good toO which the specula-
tive intellect is joined is more common than the good to which
the practical intellect is joined. Eschmann puts that in a
footnote on p.2003 if he understood it rightly he would be

1ed to concede the whole essence of your argument. Eschmann's
whole point against you is erroneously taken; it seems to be
that he represents you as basing the primacy of the commOIl
good on the assecutio communis of the end of the speculative
7ife; and since St .Thomas insists on the absolute pre-eminence
of the singularis agsecutio of the speculative good it follows
that this personal good has primacy over any common good. But
it is clear how this is a misunderstanding of the whole busi-
ness.

5t Thomas' use of "ouoddam bonum cormune" and "quasi
civis" in speaking, of the divine good does not in the least
r:ilitate against your nosition (as Eschmann clearly seems TGO
think it does). It seems to me that these podifying words
cimnly indicate that bealtutde of the sndividual person, al-
though dependent upon - its communicability to man and its in-
commensurability with the singular good of any one person, is
not precisely the same as the common good of & temporal soclizsty
-not precisely the same becausSe it has more of the ratio of
cormon good. The quoddam and quasi emphasise the fact that
the common good Of peatitude is a commoDn good, as you say, SQusS
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@ollege of 3t. Thomas
St. Paul, ,ﬁﬁinnzsnhr

la ravvort tres formel. On this point Eschmann might be ex-
cused for misunderstanding. For the use of quoddam and quasi
might ofcourse suggest that the terms "common good" and "citi-
zen" do not really apply to the divine good and the Heavenly
City; and thus Eschmann concludes that "to confuse examples
with formal teaching is quite inadmissible" (p.195). But the
contrary happens to be the case here; it is precisely the
extreme forrality of the notion of common good when applied

to beatitude that causes St.Thomas to hesitate to use the :
terms common good and citizen in their temporal (or materialf)
signification. It is not thet St.Thomas is using an examnle
(a@ distinguished from formal teaching); it is rather that

the common good of beatitude is (if I may put it so) exemplary.
~nd anyway, Zschmann ought to have a very hard time on the
basis of his position explaining why or how St.Thomas uses

“quoddam bonum commune and quasi civis at all!

Something might be made of the curious thing that
ischmann does on p,.185, After denying what, he says, liaritain's
critics allege to be true of the personalist position, namely,
that the subordination of man to any general good but the
good of God means a denial of man's very personality, Eshmann
cquotes St.Thomas with the intention, apparently, of showing
that this false position could be defended in any case! He
says: "Every Thomist is surely authorized to go, in this
natter, just as far as St.Thomas himself has gone"; and then
he auotes that passage in which St.Thomas is showing that
it is possible that something act for an end without having
knowledge of the end. The implication is supposed to be that
rman, when he acts upon the command of another (as a citizen
or subject acts under the command of the lawgiver) k= acts
like an irrational animal; and thus the subordination of
rran to any general good but the divine good means -or may
mean- the denial of man's very personality. -Talk about
non loquatur in angulis"!

Incidentally, on p. 187 there occurs a misrepre-
sentation by which Eschmann is able to represent you as
finding your owh position distasteful and open to suspkecion.
Ze says that you seem to feel that your statement concerning
the subordination of the person to the common good of the
whole universe is a "revolting" (quoting yourself) statement.
The fault here may simply be one of translation, but at any
rate the implication is completely false. What you say in
your text is: "Bien sur qu'on revoltera contre cette con-
ception si l'on considere la personne singuliere et son bien
singulier comme racine premiere...de tout bien intrinsecue
a l'univers” (p.30). Actually all you say is that those who
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October 9, 1946

I should have written before this, but as

you can imagine
crowded, It was
and the trip to
the year, and I
to her too) for

The

the opening days of school were pretiy
wonderful to have had the Quebec visit

Les Escoumains before returning here for

am grateful to you and Zoe (I shall write
your kindness in having me with you so much,

editor of the Moderm Schoolman has asked

me whether I could prepare an article during the .year for
his journal. I had thought that possibly I could work out
something from the course which I am giving on the Theory

of Democracy, but I do not feel entirely competent to
handle a subject of that sort alone, and I have been
wondering whether you would be willing to help me with

such an articlej or possibly you would even consider doing
such an article with me. I would not have the temerity to
propose that we do an article together except that you once
suggested our doing together an article on Maritain's politi-
cal theory, (I had thought too, of giving the Modern School-
man scme results of the study which I will make this year

of Feuerbach, but I wondered whether that would be permissi-
ble in view of the fact that it will be a doctoral thesis).
The ideas which have occurred to me for a paper on the theory
of Democracy -a very hastily conceived outline, since the
question was brought up only a few days ago- include the
followings:

1. Begin with a consideration of certain fundamental
doctrines in Aristotle's political science -doctrines
which are true for all forms of good government but
which many writers today think of as being peculiarly
democratic,namelys

a)that rule must be for the common good, so that, as

you have often pointed out, a king would be a tyrant

if he persisted in doing even a laudable thing con-
trary to the wishes of the community. (I'm not entirely
clear on this point however -supposeé the people are
actually perverse, does the authority of the good

ruler cease?) At any rate the doctrine of the primacy
of the common good is in some sense equivalent to the
doctrine of the consent of the governesd,
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SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY
221 NORTH GRAND BQULEVARD
SAINT LOUIB (3), MISBOURI

b) the unity of society is a unity of order only
and not of simple composition or continuity (Ethics I,
and St.Thomas' commentary). Thus the parts of the
whole have a certain activity or function proper to

themselves,

¢) the fact that speculative science is not sub-
ordinated to politics in precisely the same way
that the practical sciences are; thus Aristotle
guarantees the independence of truth from political
interference, The subjection of speculative science
to political rule is characteristic of the totali-
tarian regimes -notably, ofcourse, the Razi regime
with its Nazi biology and Nazi history.

With these basic points established (and the interesting
thing is that so many writers today regard the above

as proper to democracy) I thought of going on to
Aristotle's classification of forms of government,

And here I would point out that while the principle
which is proper to democracy is equality, the principle
by which it really can be justified is the same as that
by which it is shown to be absolutely not the best form
of government, viz,., the principle of virtug\THérefore
it follows that as Aristotle also says, the principle of
preservation of such regimes as oligarchy and democracy
cannot be that which is most oligarchical or most demo-
cratic, Here I am not sure just how democracies should
proceed in order to preserve themselves (Aristotle's
treatment of this is quite brief I think) but I have

an idea that since equality is the principle of civil
rule under the democratic form the evil of this is best
offset in democracies by forstering the so-called
"natural associations" such as the family and voluntary
associations where the tendency of virtue to make itself
felt in governance is not so deliberately repressed,

(Ae Aristotle says -I may not recall this exactly- the
first rulers of villages were kings because the villages
were collections of families, and the eldest ruled).

Thus Democracy can be preseved only by understanding
that it is not, simply and absolutely, the Dbest form
of government, Aristotle is correct in pointing out
that democracy is destroyed by carrying its proper
principle to its logical conclusion because the ultimate
way to affirm the freedom and equality of men is to
find the end for man not in man's nature (not in man's
nature because men do not, for the most part, succeed
in achieving the fullness of the life of virtue which
their nature appoints for them), but in the dicta of
“society itself, Thus it is not surprising that what is
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lation of Feuerbach and discovered that the first twelve

pages were missing from the library copy. But I will locate
another copy in Chicago. By the way, Charles, I 1lfet my

German copy of Feuerbach at your house along with the Satre .
book and John of St.Thomas which belonged to you. I hate to

put you to the trouble of sending it to me, but if Zoe wraps

it perhaps my request wont be too hard on you. And as soon as

I have something ready on Feuerbach I will send it on to you.

My love to all of you and kindest regards to the Steverlyncks
and De Monelons. :

P.S.

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY
221 NORTH GRAND BOULEVARD
SAINT LOUIS (3), MISSOURI

at the root and what is common to the works of the
progenitors of democracy (Adam Smith, Hume, Locke etc,)
is also at the root andis common to the works of the
progenitors of totalitarianism (Kant, Fichte, Hegel,
Feuerbach and Marx) -namely, the emancipation of man.

went to the library last week to get the English trans-

As ever yours, .
CC“-’M [GC" g_c,‘qcﬁ

May I trouble you a bit further with two questions which
have long puzzled me: (L)If a citizen is one who rules and
is ruled in turn, who are citizens under Aristotle's monarchy

(2)St.Thomas in. the commentary on Ethics 1 says that
politics as architectonic science prescribes what the
other practical sciences shall do even to the very de-
termining of their work (ad determination actus). Would
this not seem to interferewith the speculative element

in practical science?
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but,since it would be for the iodern Schoodiman, I

uie No acsgurances that they woulid actualiy publish it;

& rea. good,not even a com:zon good per accidens; it way

FACULTE DE PHILOSOPHIE

Oct.l7 46

Lear Charley:
I would be very glad to do an article with you,

could hardly sign wy name to it. They have been gost
unsporting in the controversy on the comwiion good.,.
First in accepting Escimarn's diatrite; in pubiishing
his doctrine which is alomst if not quite heretical;
in offering me too littlie space for a reply and giving

in sending xe not a word of apology when,from my :
reply,they wmight gathered such a thing was imperative.
Eut nothing should rrevent me from helping you.

low as to the points you raise:

(a) If the pemople are manifestly perverse,the
uonarch mway, if the good result is reasonably certain,
employ the methods of the tyrant,that is,force,if he
has it. This does not make him a tyrant. If the people
are perverse,they cannot be citizens and it might be
to their own good to be treated as mere servants. But
if such a thing is not practical,he must step out of
the picture,not because lie hes iosgt his authority as if
the latter ceuwe from the will of the people alone, but
because the people refuse this authority. Yhen the
1eopie are perverse they do not even seek a comnon good
per accidens. If the people desire a comiunistic regime,
the monarch,or the government,nay use force to repel
then becazue comiunism,even of the socratic type,is
perverse. (See II Polit.,lect.4,p.69,col.b) Hence,vhat
I said holds only as long as there remains at least
a2 "bonum coziune per accidens! sought by the people.

If they lose their political nature,which is quite
rossible(for,to say that man is by nature a poliitical
animal does not wmean that they necessarily have the
proxinate disposition to be citizens;man is by nature
gdeny things that he does not actual.iy acquire or become),
then they cannot be treated poritically. Again,it is

not thie willi of the people that makes the good it pursues

be only & bonum spparens.

I reaiize that the inconbéstable fact "plures
honinum sequuntur passiones",raises considerable diffi-
cuities concerning the very possibility of a good govern-
rent,especiaily when the will of tue majority,ut sic,
becowres the rule. We'll discuss this some other time.

I have some ideas on it . ' '
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(b) On the "unity of society",lgr.Parent read

a paper the other day which will arpear in the next
issue of our review. Roughly,there ase,as 1s clear

in S.Thomas,2nd xz as was again pointed out in the
Incycl.iystici corporis,three kinds of "whole'": the
natural whole(which,I believe,with proper priviso,
might be extended to the family insofar as the child
is "aliquid patris"),the moral, and the wystical.
Because the personalists in fact,though not assertedly
consider the political mommunity as a natural whole
(they consider the moral rerson of the comuunity as

& natural or physical person-I pointed this out in

my B.C.:personalism and totalitarianism) of which a
person obviously cannot be a part,they have invented
the distinction between person and individual,robbing
person of his imdiwidumiiiy responsibility and meking 1
at the same time a victim insofar as the state has a
responsibility wholiy apart frox the former,for which
it should,per se,be punished in this life,not being
im.ortal. A4 person can be part only of a moral or
wysticel vwhole.

(c) vhile the state is not architsctonic with respe

-to the speculative sciences,it may be so with respect

to thelr exercise. It wmay a appoint a man to study
geametry and aproint another to study metarhysics.
Lowever,this theoretical power has lost its meaning
and feasibility today because,ut in pluribus,the people
we can now be governed by are,often without malice,
corrupted as to the very communia of speculative scienc
I mean as to the very common principles to be accepted
by any man even without being at all a philosopher.
This has bcen lost in the course of the history of
thought,which makes Aristotle's theory unpractical.
Yet,we must observe that the marxists actually hold thi
right,but for the wrong thing,of course.

II.1 believe,with the marxists,that absolute democracy

- can never be but a provisional regime,necessarily tendi

tovard selfdestruction. It wmust allow a decree of free-
dom incoapatible with even the lowest form of stability
and security. It wmust alliow even the right to contradic
"absolute dewocracy". In the social field,it is perhaps
the most striking and plausible illustration of
cortradiction.lt contains its ovn contrary and is thms
divided against itself in principle. The iuportant
congideration being that "plures hominum sequuntur
rassiones"; not that the plures will actual.y use this
right to comtradiction,but in that they will, through
negligence and indifference for the comuon good,zllow

- those who do contradict,to seize power. Ix.g.:several

isuropean countries today.

I equally believe that a mitigateidemocracy,i.e.,
a system which would forbid the contradiction of those
principles which are essential to even the lowest fqrm
of good government,nay preserve itself, But even this
is not very practical today, since such princples could




herdly be upheld without faiilng back upon philosophical
doctrines which have iong been discarded.

bince,under the present circumstances,no other
regime is practical,{ wmean proximately possible),I think
we wust work for the latter notwithstanding the fact
that the speculative foundations are ignored,but bringing
out,negatively,it is true,the contradictions we are lead
to if we do not accept certain fundamentals as at least
an inescapable condition of preservation. This nay be
hoping against hope,but what else can be done?

Low,%0 get to Aristotle. His democracy is based on
eguality and freedom. These principles are essentially
unstazble. First,eguality is contrary to what is simply
Just,because individuals and functions are not equal
in those things which pertain to governmuent or to being
governed. Y“hile equality is never recognized in rractice,

the Tact it ig recognized in theory bungles the practice.

- ——n




Page 1
Note 1

: Al " 0

As T:t0ld you in my letter this is good work.’ It ig pre-

..cigely what I wanted you to do, and Ifm happy to see that you

are willing to make the necessary effort.

The line I parenthesize I would leave out because of what
you have said in the preceding sentence. We could hardly subs-

eribe to that statement without a careful commentary.

Page 1
Note 2

I think you should make much of the fact that Feuerbach,
in this connection, uses, in the appendices to the last edition
of his work, both 8t. Thomas and Aristotle as authorities. If
I remember correctly, he evén quotes the saying "anima est quo-
dammodo omnia". I saw it in the Stuttgart edition of 1903. 1In
this manner you would ward off the prejudiced reader who belie-
ves that you are merely.trying to epply haphazérdly a Thomistic
criticism of a man so far removed, at least in appearhncé. from
preoccupation with what we might think on sucﬁ'subjects. In
fact, yoﬁ might even present your work as an attempt to show
how thoroughly Feuerbach misinterpreted St. Thomas. Few if
any have pointed out that Feuerbach was most careful to ghow
that hls phiiOSOphy was @ natural outcome of the great doctri-
nes of the past. TYou could call attention to his many referen-

ces to St. Thomas.

Page 1
Note 3

In presenting Feuerdbach's view of "consciousness of

gpecies™ I think you should make very clear Just what he eays




and what he does.not say. This would gradually lead-up toward
your criticiem. TFor instance, before mentioning Peuerdach's
own position, you might point out that man's self-awareness
reveals to him certain activities which set him apart from all
other things surrounding him. The manner in which he knows,
desires and transforms things, gradually leads him toward a
knowledge of'his own nature. An essentiai feature i;-ﬁié capa-
city to grésp.the universal. Man knows himéelf.as belonging

to a certain species. Socrétes knows that he is a man,'bﬁt he
also knows that man is not Socrates. At this point I would in-
troduce Feuerbach's view. |

In doing so, perhaps you should pdint out the ambiguity
of the term.“species“. If 1 remember, Feuerbach uses the word
"Gattung®. TYou might show that this German term now means |
"species!, then "genus", or, frankly, the "unifereal". When
Féuerbach uses this term,lwhether he means spacies or genus
he never prescinds from its aspect of uniyersality. It is.
precisely this which will allow him to feason as he does.

You should, I believe, arrange things 4n such a manner
that when on page 2 you begin to discuss the two kinds of uni-
versality, you will no longer be bothered with the term species.
Furthermore, since later on you yourself will use the term spe~
cles & propos of sense knowledge and {ntellectual knowledge,

you must be careful to forestall confusion in the mind of

the reader.




I'think you éhogld alss point out the ‘ambiguity -
of'thevterm,"06nsciousnees"as employed by ‘Peuerbach,
We have the risht to do this, since he quotes St. Tho- -

mas, -and translates the ternm "cognitio® for ingtance,

to sult his purpose.

Page 2
Note 1

The last part of the second sentence of this pa~
ragraph, "not in the gense that 1t 1s opposed to matter®,
is introduced rather brusquely, and one aoes not gee
why, it is made. Preéumébly, you mean tha£ while’iﬁ is
opposed to singular matter, it sti1l expresses common
mattér: 1t excludes the flesh and bones of Socrates,

but not flesh and bones.

Page 2
Note 2

You might introduce the following thus: in so fapr
as a universal is predicsble of many, guch as man or -
animal, it has no belng outside of reason. Here 1
would quote from Book I Qéngrg Gentes, Chapter 26:
"Adﬂuc, quod est commune multis non est ete." down to
"et ipse Plato". You might also refer to De_Pnte ot

Bssentia, Chapt. 4,

Then you may go on by "This kind of universal 1is

called ete.M

Page 2
Note 3

By this time fou ghould have eliminated the term
pecies, and provis onally at least, confine yourself to

a discussion of the universal. I would go on.to say:

But there is another kind of universality, quite different .




from the first, It is universallnot-becauae~1t hag its
being in many but because its power extends to many kinds
of effects. Thus the art of the architect is more univer-
sal thanvthat of the carpenter. This means thét the art
of the former extends not only to.the wvork of. tha carpen-
ter, but also to that of thq mason, the plumber, the elec-
trician ete. From this example we may see the profound
_difference between the two kind§ of universality, It is
true that f"art", comsidered 4in all its universality, may
be called a universal caﬁse. In reply to the-Question:
What is the cause of shoés, we may réply fart", But we.
might give the same answer to the question: What is the
cause of corkscrews? FExplain here Physics II, leseon 6,
numbers 2 and 3. Leave out, however,the example of the
sun. Take a look at my Introduction A 1'étude de 1'Ams.
You must point out also that a cause is called uni-
versal in causando, not merely because 4t extends to
many effects, but because it extends to specifically dif-
ferent effects. On this point, see Metavhysics, Book 6,

lesson 3, numbers 1207 to 1209.

Page 3 Before going into this matter, I would say a few
Yote 1 '
words about Plato. He too confused the logical and the
real, but not in the same manner. As St. Thomas says

in his commentary on Book I of the Metaphysics, lesson 10,

n. 158;: "Patet autem diligenter etc....non tamen eodem

modo. ™"

i b

B




It is true that Plato too confused the universal:

 in praedicando with the universal in causando., However,

to thls universal he gave a separate existence. Feuer-
bach, however, identifies the,prpperties-of Platots se-

paréte idea with the singular material individusl, and

"then goes on to say that man is distinguished from all

other things in that he is aware of this universality.
From here on ¥our treatment is first rate, and I

have few suggestions to make.,

Page 8

‘Hote 1

You should point out that Feuerbach himself quotes

St. Thomas in this connection.

Page 13
Note 1

Instead of. the word "terminated", I would use the

term "restricted".

Page 15
Note 1

I would add the word M"naturally". The preceding part
of the sentence might convey to the reader that the intel-

lectual soul is conjointed to the body in a platonic

senge. You might of course give the sentence another
twist. The addition of that word makes it rather ackward.
xx
xx xx

Go right ahead. If you can keep this up, you will
produce an excellent thesis.

Perhaps it would be opportune to insert a passage

In my book on the common good I quoted a passage

on Marx.




it
-:é},

3

from him, taken from Morceaux cholsis, page 217. I co=-

pled 1t on pages 183-184, note 67:®L!'émancipation hu-

"maine ne sera réalisde etc."

In the poverty of Philosophy, Marx also has a si-
gnificant passage on abstraction, In A Fandbook of
Marxism, it 1sAreproduced on page 351. The rest of the
passage we have reproduced in French on pages 1 and 2

in our Marxist texts.

By the way, hhve jou read de Monléon's "Petites
notes autour de la famille et de la cité" in laval théo-
logique et philosophique, vel. III, n. 2, 1947, pp. 262~

2897
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LA" FACULTH ULTRA-THOMISTE |

AU SERVIGE

DU PIRE MODERNISME

ET PEIIO-BOLCHEVISME PSEUDO-CATHOLIQUR ?

ou
| JE PROTESTE —
Mm-&v%»_&am'\wj Mémoire soumi shpar Auréle Kolmai .

MGR PARENT, VICE-RECTEUR

M. le DOYEN DE KONINCE

M. TREPANTER, DIR. D. #7.

MM. les Professgeurs
R.P.GAUDRON, BABIN, SIMARD

l.Notre Faculté est domimée par une idéologie de thomisme Super
=formel, rigidemewt exclugif des courants de pemsde pPhilosophique
(soit scolastiques, soit incarnés dans les écoles objectivistes mo-
dernes) rapprochés de la vue du momde. thomiste mais représentamt ume
vae du monde mom-idemtique & elle dans un langage coneceptuel Plus ou
moins différent. J'4tais toujours €loigné de ladite idéologie, que
j'appelle bridvement "ultra-thomiste"; maig Jusqu'ici, je croyais Iui
pouvoir attridbuer au moims le mérite xullement négligeable de cop~
stituer une forte défemse- sinon efficace, de toute fagon congue et
pronée dams l'intention de la rendre telle-~contre le flot immonde des
moderwismes naviguant sous un nansonger sigme "catholique" et dastinés
% assurer 1la capitulation sanq‘résistanee des catholiques devamt la
religion américaniste du Progras et de la Démocrati e, 1'athéisme "exi-
stentialiste" et surtout le marxisme., Je me disaisg que le noyau cens
tral de l'ul{re=thomisme, avec tous les dangers intellectuels (et, %
mon avis, moraux) qu'il comportait, était tout de méme la volonté

d'attitudes mentsles qgi en sont difficilement séparables, En d'autres
termes, j'étais portd | supposer qu'il s'agissalt surtout d'une exa-
gération au service du Bien, Dans notre époque de déchéamoe spirituel-
le, une carapace serrée pourrait &tre tenue pour nécessaire afin de
combattre la tentation de composer avec les forces du Mal qui occupent
la scdme mondiale et qui, sous leurs masques multiforme® somt si ha-
biles & séduire les masses de catholiques dont l'esprit n'egt pas trés
consolidé et qui sent travaillés par l'ambition de Primaire (ou PIroe
veanante d'autres motifs) de paraltre aussi "libres", "ouverts" oy
"avancés" que les modernes authentiques, Je croyais que le zélotisme
des ultra~th9mistes découlalt principalement de leur
conviction que 1'état de siége dans lequel mous vivions nécesgitait
une discipline philosophique rigide et "sans faille", Ma supposition,
peut-etre erronée, ne pouvait pas 8tre simplemeat le fruit d'un nair
optimisme, puisqu'elle s'appuyait en premier lieg sur le fait des die
vVérses campagnes, puissantes et de haut mérite, que menreit pendant
Plusieurs années M. De Kominck contre le marxisme, le mariteinisme et
d'autres manifestations caractéristiques de 1'athéisme ou psfeudo=
«christi amisme moderne,

2.I1 parait maintenant que je m'éteis trompé. Voiei les faits rée
cents qui déchirent 1'illusion dont je me bermaig,




° 3.Le directeur de la revue para-bolchevique Esprit (voir-6.): un nom-
né Béguin, vient faire des conférences au Camada frangais, Ce n'est pPas.
motre faute; nous vivons em démocratie libérale et mous n'y pouvoms rien
Beoute M. Béguin qui veut, em en formant 1'impression que détermiment g0
degré d'imtelligence et sa structure émotive. Si des étudiants de motre
Faculté y vont et que cela leur plait, ce n'est guere un bon signe quant
% leur formation, mais cela ne réfute en rien la droiture d'intentiom Qe
ceux qui gouvernent la Faculjé et qui y exercent 1l'enseignement. Gepen-
dant, sous n'en sommes pas la: la Faculté fait quelque chose.

e fait-elle? o b
b ILE ABOLIT LES COURS DE EANNRENAMXDE I'APRES-MIDI O AURA
LIET LA CON CE DE L'ILLUSTRE PROPAGANDISTE; ELLE w
- -ENJOINT QU DU MOINS RECOMMANDE AVEC EMPRESSEMENT AUX -
DIANTS D'ALLER L'ECOUTER. o
La conférence est suivie de "questiems", de "discussion" si l'on

veut: mals : :

’ LA FACULTE N'Y, DALXGUE PERSONNE POBR BVISCERER LES SOPHIS-
MES DU NoMME BEGUIN ) LA IUMIBRE THEOLOGIGUE ET PHILOSO-
PHIQUE§ DU THOMISME (ou emcore, du simple bon sers, de lg
logique cu du sens de 1'homneur ete.).

Ce n'est pas toute. , :
f LA TABLE D'AFFICHES DE LA FACULTE DE PH., ON VOIT ENSULT
EN PLEINE SPLEND?‘R ET SANS COMMENTAIRES LES MATIRRES DE

PROPAGANDE SES DE L'Esprit: NON .gﬁs UNE I TATION
A TELLE €O NCE QU AUTRE, MAIS UNE RECLAME c-%mw |
POUR L'Esprit ET SES IDEES COMME TELS; DONC RECOMMANDATION
S NORMALE, EVIDENTE, DANS L'ORDRR DES CHOSES, :
comee s'il s'agissait, par exemple, d'ume retreite pour universitaires,
d'une publication thomiste ou biem scientifique, d'ume réunion sportive
ou de 1l*élection d'une "Reine des Etudiants", ‘ ‘

1
'f
l

e

5.1a conférence de Béguin a un Public nombreux et assez enthousiaste, |
y compris la plupart de mos étudiants em Licence., Comme cels s'entend,
les messieurs de la Paculté des Sciemces Socigles g:sont au premier plan
Falardeaus qui done, sinom lui?=-préside, faisant & Béguim % peu pres |
l'accueil que fersit M. De Konimck & St. Thomas ressuseité. (Ce PFalardeg
je le PBvois commissaire politique de 1'Eglise du Peuple pendant le ré-
gime de transition apres l'arrivée du Parti an pouvelr, qui ne saurait
tarder longtemps.) Des professeurs de la Faculté de Ph., deux sont pré
sents: M. Trépamier, qui & l'habitude vertueuse de ne pas manquer les
"manifestations universitaires", et M. Kolmai, vieillard vermoulu pour’
qui le voisinage immédiat du lieu constitue un motif pour s'y rendre et
qui a toujours trouvé Mounier aussi intéressent que Maritain baigné d'un
bléme enmui, Le cgonférencier expose la pourriture d'esprit mouniggique
trés clairement ekt intelligiblement, avec verve et conviction., les ques
tions posées par Lussier, O'Neil et plusieurs sutres portent sur des dé-
tails de peu d'importance sans Jamais mettre en question une des présup-
positions essentielles du mouniérisme, Ni I, Trépanier ni son subordomné
qui écrit ses lignes ne disent un mot. Or, si M. Trépanier est sans dout:

Kolnai, il n'a évidemment pas &té chargs de faire la critique du mountdé-

risme, lequel, en particulier, ne XEXX rentre asucunement dans le cadre

des matieres sur lesquellas il est spécialisé, Par contre, Kolnai est

censé enseigner 1la Politique et 11 slest spécialisé & combattre les virus |

gf l'ordre ge l'espritism?:,il évitera donc difficilement le reproche
une omission coupable. (Pour ce qui concerne mes motifs 4!

Je les fournirai aun cas oy je seral soumis % un 1nterragatoingfantion’




2
6.Concernant le béguinage espritiste:

i la différemce de M., de Monléon—un des Gramds Mamitous de 1l'ultra-
thomisme, selon X qui Mounier serait mul et zéro=—j'appréciais toujours
beaucoup le talent, la sincérité et la flamme de Mounieri que j'oserais
appeler un gémie malsain, égaré et organiquement privé 4 épine dorssale.
Il était extrémement différent de Maritain--que M, de Momléon lui prée
f%reuamaritain, terne plocheur appliqué, mais surtout charlaten et suto-
«encenseur professionnel de grande habileté. Ie fdﬁeux *engagement" moue
niérien, sa révérence pour les &lans de forte vitalité, son désir de déw
pister les "desseins de Dieu" dans ce qui est "présence" imposante-=ce
n'est pas l'attitude des chevaliers d'industrie "intellectuels" comme
Maritain ouf Mortimer Adler, c'est une nostalgie essentiellement f£émimin |
imprégnée de romantisme et de sensiblerie. Vers 19391941, cela comw ,
portait aussi un £lirt marqué avec le nazisme, alors une "réalits vigou- |
reuse de l'époque"; vers le 1°Tjanvier 1941, Maritain, enrdissé et male
gré tout doud d*in peu plus de sens commun et par comséquent méme d'en-
trailles, m'en parla avec un juste dégolit. Plus tard, et jusqu'en mos

- jourkw , Mounisr et ses séides se tournent avee pamoison vers le marxism
me, mals sussl vers l'existentialisme sartriote. Pour cette raisom déjx,
le béguinage espritiste n'est dvidemment Pas un bureau du Parti Commi-
niste., XIXXXEXTE Btre commini ste, cela demande des Criminels, mais cels
demande des hommeS et non des esth

etes du dévergondage "spirituelf,

Et Béguin de se lamenter (je sens monter mes larmes en y pemsant) que
le beau ré8ve d'un paradis terrestre bati ensembplae avec les communistes,
le réve de 1945, au lendemain de la "Libération", se soit Serould pour
‘le momente.,durs commnistes! méchants communistes! ils ont "rompu le
dialogue"! 0, s'ils &taient préts B le remouer! 0, s'ils mous aimsient
comne nmous les aimons! 0, s'ils étaient un peu moimsg vilainement série
eux, un peu plus hableurs pareils & nous, un peu moins unilatéralement
virils eux qui sont si divinemenmt, virils! (fternelle déception 4'amante. )
Lorsque, & la Prochaine purge aprés la prise én Pouveoir, le bourrean
rouge envarrs Béguin 1% ol est sa place, le dernier soupir de ce grand
chrézien Sera toujours un socupir a'amoureuse (tandisqu'au moment ange |
logue, l'attitude de Mo St. Laurent gera celle d'offrix toujours au boure
resz une bonne affaire, plein d'espoir qu'un compremis avantageux pourra
etre atteint). Si Béguin "n'accepte pas tout, sans réserve, dans le marx-
isme" (mais ces fichus marxistes aiment précisément que 1l'on accepte
Iout sans réserve!), ilf n'accepte pas non pPlus tout sans réserve dams
la Psychotechnique du Conditionnement que préconisent les Américains;
du moins esteil tré&s sir que 1'évangile soviétique et 1'évangile chicago=
hollywocodien, emjourd'hui séparés (larmes, taisez=vous! Je maitrise ma
douleur!), vont se fondre en um dans l'avenir et révéler leur identité
profonde. L'espritiste aime embrasser les élans virils, mais il désire
aussi que les &lans virils s'entre~embrassent: il sime la paix et la syn-
théséI]Une Petite place aussi pour le surnaturel, s'il vous plaitt!?

Avec une voix graissée de révérence solennelle, Béguin souligne le
FAIT--Sa Majesté le FAIT=que le communisme est la foi et l'egpoir de
1l'inmense majorité de la classe ouvriére en France. Sans avelr raison en
tout, peuwemd-ild donc ne pas avoir raison essentiellement? Impossible!
'Cegendant, on pourrailt dire que le capitalismewlg "société de 1l'argent %
& €t sussi un fait jadls et weme est encore un fait em quelque sorte;
mais Béguin, pas un positiviste de pure eau, ne le constate pag avec )/
révérence solemnelle. C'est un fait qui 1ui déplai t— apparemment parce
qu'il me respire pas 1'élan généreux vers la divinité de 1'homme. Avec
Iouges et pinks de toute description, Béguin a pour motifyd pri di
dans som oriemtation seciale la haine de la "socidtd d'argent", Ce qu'il

redoute 4!z Surcout, ce n'est ¥ pas le barbarisme total (qui, Iui,

i ri s p e te—wqui comport
des "imjustices" (=inégalité de classes, relic d'un ordre g?érarzgéqu:) |
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et qui est basé sur 1l'imtérdt "sordide" plutdt que sur le chatouille-
ment des essors vers l'infinitude humaine. ' : by
EEX Mais qu'il est exigeant, ce bonhomme! il n'accepte méme pas entid-

rement et sans mulle réserve, comme solution pleinement satisfaisante,
la "société du travail". Toute la "PERSONNE" n'est pas dans le trava.ii,-
parait~il. Tout de méme, je trouve que le bagne commniste est déj4 un

progres si immense sur l'affreuse "société de 1l'argent" (o 1'om peut
I8ver de "disloghes" et formuler des "réserves") que moi, k la place

de Béguin, j'en serais satisfait, pour quelques sidcles su moims! Put .

first things first, chéri Béguin: une fois libérés de 1l'imsupportsble

oppression prosaique du "capital!, noire benheur ne sera guere dérangé.
par les petite taches de beauté "matérialistes" que vous reprochez &

la souveraineté prolétarienne. - '

- T.Comment s'expliquer que la Faculté ultra~thomiste mande ses Stue
diants & boire les parocles de 1l'Emnemi par excellence, qu'elle les .
leur communique % la maison mémeew sans les avertir du caractere de cet
Emnemi, sans y opposer le moindre contre~poids, sans rappeler % ce DIO*

Pos soit une doctrine thomiste sgit une des énonciations pontificales:

comme s*il s'agissait d'un des n8ires, ou bien d'assister & un concert
de Haydn ou & une représentation de Shakespeare ou de Molibre? Le tho=:
misme shtirait-il le besoin d'@tre "complété", nom seulement par les
derniers cris en science expérimentale, mais par des attitudes "cathoe.
liques" du pdle opposé, des ébats amoureux avec Lénine et Sartre? P
Ultrawthomisme et modernisme effrémé, ser
mituels? Ou bien estece, dusdhi-fesoompis, une simple mégarde? Je ne

saurais le dire, Je dirai avec Newton—n'en déplaise M. Bmile Simacdm ;.

Hggtheses mon fingo. Voilh les faits: je proteste, et je demande um
clairciseement. @(&’* o ailuons qea. irot fiay
lw“f?“'""wq') :

- ..,,}Q Koty

Caveant consulesf

Québec, le 3 mai 1953.

aient=ils seulement des alibis |
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fo_the Readers of my SYNTHE3IS OF CHRIST AND ANTICHRIST ( "Anti=Moritain®) in
INTHGRITY, August, 1951, .

: o Gregtings, _ -
The following contribution, published in THIS COMIION THEAL, New York, Septeme
ber 14th, 1951, may hilariously wlden thelr perspective in regard to this
matter.-~ Abbreviationg: I=Integrity, K=Kolnei, M=Maritain. Yin Oct. *34)
Historical remark, His laote liajesty KING ALEXANDIR I of Yugoslavia, father to
HY's present Hajesty KING (in exile) PITER I, was assassinated ai Margeilles,
France, by Croat nationalists, probably abetted by the pro=Nazi Hungarisn Go-
vernment, because of hls persistent and apparently successful endeavours to
bying about g lasting-alliance of Yugoslavia and Frunce with Italy, s0 &s to
isolate Nogi Germany and frustrate her expansive designs, o

uebec, October lst, 1951, AUREL KOLNAT o
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Communications {p.554)
Abtack on INaritain

_ 3 _ Hew York, N.Y, '

10 T dditors: In a predicament, not personal vul affecting the intesrity
of Catholic lntellectual life in this country, I turn to you. _

The sugust issue of I carrled a rewview by Aurel K of Jacques M's Han and
the Stave, a review so oubrageous that I felt obliged to speak against it
The editors of I, however, declined %o publish ¥ my protest, at the same
time assuring me that they agreed wlth the reviewer. But Nr K's review was
830 inmperiiznent, not to say arrogant; that it must not remain unchallenged.

Hot uwhat ¥ needs my defense, nor that I expected Mr K to accept M's poli-
tical philosophys Back in the thirties, when Hitler was at the gates of Vie
enna, Mr K's idol was the assassinated Dictator-—King Alexander of Yugvdla=
via My quarrel is not with lir Xolnoi's disagreement with Maritain®s book, but
ith the way in which he voices it.

He writes not as one philcsepher differing with another, let alone as a
Christian differing with a Christian, but as a self-appointed inquisitore
or should I rather say, a8 an over~brlght schoolboy whc has yet to learn his
muiners. hven 2 few of hls phrases about M: "He can only speak {(of the French
Revolutlon) in the tones of a French republican banrquet orstor," "He strikes
the roader as 1f he were anxicus to agppear elligible fox Cathollie as well as
for denocratic-progressive=pinkish drawingerooms," his book is "loath to ro-
apounce any fine and fashionable mood, " his idcoological econstructions "dresa
up »oox Thomas Aquinas in the rags of a lalclst apostle of democracy,® and
the volume hae "hardly ever a passage that would suggest the thinker in quest
of ftruth=saven these few phrases, qulte apaxt from their preposterousness,
are enowsh to shov him devold ol elementary decency.

Mr XK oiw clso very skillful in slander by insinuation, a technique unwore
2w vhilosopher, worthy of a yellow journalist or an abusive politician.
Lng Shai "H professes a progressive philosophy of history in the vein
wipntenment, Hegel and laxx; " he implies that with the Bnlighten-
aent end Moxx, M nolds that man is sufficient unto himself and that his mind
re mighity onough e solve all his problems. snd this though M preached the
contrary long before My X was heard of.

Agoin, he couples Il with Lemennals and with Sangniex®s $illon movement,
which were condemned by the Church, thus suggesting that his views too are
condemnadla, Indeed, he declares of his political philesophy that "in the
upshobeeed®t 1o Anti-Christ begpged to accord an asylum to Christ." One of the
few concrete objections in Mr K's six~page morass of generalitles is to M's
approval {qualified though it be) of Vorld Government. How it must grieve
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Mr Kolnal that Pius xil has congratulated the Vorld Federalists on the cour-
age with which they spend thenselves for their couse, on thelr readiness to
leave the bealen pathe , '

They are few who know NMaritain and are not struck by his graciousness,
by his wisdom which is all charity, by his love of men with 1ts sonrce in
his love of Christ. And even those who have never met him know that his work
==~znd he has labored, literally, while others slepte-has done much 4o lead
Catholic philosophy out of its ghetto, that his thought and his personality
have brought countless people into the Church. "hen lir X called this harvest
*worldly success," what could have guided his pen if not ressentiment?

In his last paragraph, Nr K chides M for his "serious lack of self=critie~
clsm" in letting his book be published in "unusually bad English." Admitted=
ly, it is not faultless, but it is simple and true. Yes; M's Lnglish is the
Bnglish of a Prenchman, but the lack of self-criticism is all on the part
of Iir X, who does not see that his own style is pompous and overladen. As &
priest, may I dare suggest to Mr X; and, for that matter, to the editors of
I, that they make a retreat one of these days, aond ask thelr retreat master
to stress the two bashc Christian virtues: humllity and charity.

{Rovs.) Johu ll. Oesterreicher.




Guebec, Octobver, 12, 19%50.

" Dr, Kolnal and demr colleague please do not abuse of this
_ relative equality ¢

Your whole difficully about what 1 say of pruden-
tial truth stems from this that you do mot understand what
{ mean by prudence. To realize this you hava only to see
Q. 49 of the Ila Ilael "Da singulls prudentiass partibus
quasi integralidus. ! Auasi blen, you geean toO overlook the
gimple fact that in everything T have written adout pru-
dence my aim was only onel to streass {(the yninitiated misht
gny overstress) the fact knotledeze algna is not enough to
puprantes the truth of action. And 1 would sdvise you %o

read article 13 of q. 47 as well.

Sheerfully wringing your neck (vut salvaging your
navel which must be remarkable indeed inasmuch as 1t has
held your frame togather for so 1ong) 1 am bent on remaining,

Yours severely,

Charles De ¥oninck
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To His Beanstalk Thimmess }Jcchor Aurel Ioluai s
LB17 Western Avamue,

Hestmount 6,

P-Q.

CSir ¢

Thozgh I forgot to mention it to you haefore your
departurs, it remiins true nevertheless that I had
decregod - a decree binding only to myself - to oecupy
yoar office this summsr during your absence.

, Thouazh I am no longer in posmpession of 1%, a
universal kay was given to me when we teck ovar half
of this building for ths Faculty of Philosophy. From
this I infarrsd that T had the rizht to enter ewery
room whick conld be opensd by means of this key. Since
Madsmoiselle Parent lost this key, I wast now have
racourse to Monsizur Galibolse. In these mallers, howaver,
ha obeys ms very much like sn %instrusentum Inanimatusm®.

¥y main reason for oceupying your office now and
thon is none other than an urge to 8sek a new atxospherse.
I wanted to warn you, for upon your return you msy chsarve
som? changes in the order of your books on the shelvssge
I am, for instance, wvery mach disturbed by the detective
stories found pdla-zBle among works by Toynbee, Klimke,
etc. The point baing that such wanton disorder does nob
convey to m3 the kind of change T expeag! when moving from
my own office te that of another.

I should add a few words of affection for your charming

wife i only this were not an 2fficial lettor. T will there-
fore have Lo resitrain the expression of @y sentiments until
- 80 more propitious cecasion.

Yours truly,

Charles Us Konincks
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A. Kolnei, c¢/o Dr. Richam .Redler
L 342,5_ ?éélgféﬁ"egﬁ,'vMoﬁtreal
.7 3rd.Septaiber, 1948

-t R .

My Most Lesrned and Powerful Chief, . — '~ --

- .
T e—

First, allow me to'thenk you as Dean of ?thé_Facntty,

- officially and personally =~ and whole~heartadly —for my.

promotion to the rank'of "professeur agrégéf:...lovely

.. Brnest Gemmain, an eternal. school~-boy, woke us with the

gladdening news, waving in-his hand a cutting from L'k~
tion Catholique, and inquiring of Elisabeth %who..ha.d_opa—
.ed the door in answer to his .ring) whether.he might see
"monsi eur le professeur agrégé who 1lives here”,. — the
sald-dignitary being still fast asleep.at the momemt —
end so on. I subjoin, though, & small inofficial com-
plaint: our portrafits were lacking... Anyhow, Messrs

de Monléon, Trépanier and myself have now reached up tog
M, Babin's lonely height, and are looking down upon Father
Dionne's lowly status, so far as our Faculty is .coneearned.
I shall dte, then,-as a Professwur Agrégé (besides dying,
1f two more years and & half be granted me by Heaven, as
& subject of His Graelous Majesty), instead of as a simple
Chargé de Cours. It d.o e 8 make a difference. 02
course, it is not equivalent -to the title of my wildest
daydeeanms: that of a Police-~Gemeral. But, little as I

‘ deserve my actnal ktitle, I should deserve that more glan-

Orous one evem less.

But let us take the rough along witk itke smooth of
it, as the saying goes. To the sweet wine of my satine~
. tal gratitude I must add the gall and wormwood of my prac-—
tical ingratitude. In éther words, start this nobler phass
of my career with defaulting on my duty. More concretely
still, grave reasons compel me to beg fmm your permissiom
for me to delay the resunpiion of my duties by one week .
at any rate, i1f more is impossible. Incidemtally, I have
barely a faint idea as yet of what I shall be sapposed to
do, as I have not hitherto beem Judged worthy of belng :
sent the Schedule of Lhectures (the same is tme of the
LAVAL issue containing J. de Monléon's already famous ar-
ticle). J am sb wrafw.?‘.

The sltuation is that we are living very happily =
here in mellow Kdnigsberg, in a convenient private flat
vith the temant being mostly absemt, and — "ce qui ne ghte
rien®" — gratis. The point, however, is not the pleasure
for me but the imperious necessity for my wife of staying
here about amother week, instead of rushing home at once.
Thereby hangs a not very cheerful story. When coming up
from Quebec, E. waf%ilated, suspecting that she was

»
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pregna.nt (and assuming me to be the efficient cause there-
.of). I provisio vy accepted the situation and we agreed
“that 1if a girl born her name would be URSULA, and if a
boy, Albert Charles George NICHOLAS. In the 1a.tter case, W
-should have made bold to ask you for the privilege of a.ctﬁ ng
as goBifather, But E.'s doctor peremptorily declared that no
pregnancy was present - without leaving the slightest doubt
open—: a decision I sgain accepted with equanimity, whereas
' - E. -felt very sad abput it. 0f course, there being no preg-
4 ' - nancy, she -was not cautioned (in vi ew of her bodily frailty
~ to behave very qietly,. ete. Thereupon she went to our Russan
friends' estate_in Vermont, discharged part of Mrs K.'s
housekeeping duties, ete. Her ten~-days permit of stay was
about 1o expire vhen she was sudiemly seized with pains ani
underwent a miscarriage. She only spent & day in a hospitd
at Brattleboro (which she praises) and, a somewhat risky
step, travelled . back immediately to Montreal. There seenms
to be nothing special the matter with her now, but of cowse
she is-in & rather poor general condition and dreads pack-—
ing and travelling as far as the next few days are concemed.

. - S0 that's the end of the story:— no doubt the doctor had
the greater objective probability on his side, but confound
it: why be so sure about the matter‘? Yet on the whole we hdl
had a good impu:ession of hinm,

I remain, Sir ~
_ with repea.%ed thanks
and 1n respectul friendship,
your most humble
amd most obed:fent servant,
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10th September, 1948

I put, :

Sir,

ny feet an

The gtiff neck of Eaton;
The face of g Gergen -
I turned on Proud Morgan;
I sought, spked, ang Searched;
I stooped, wormed, and perched;
I delved, dipped, and dug;
I would flatter and hug—

To unearth and to raige '
Prom the trash-heap's deep maze -
Fer you o L

* the unique,

the bemb-shell ash—frays:
Yeﬁ nene. of my desperate efforts g-

vailed.
My Lerd Dean, I failed,

AK.




gLTIMNA VERBA

INTROIT
That "The People" ghall perish
1s the vision T cherishe.

DIRGE
and all the King's men

ng's horses
together again.

A1l the Ki
Tapire

Cen't pub this

'CONSOLATION
intense and fiery:

One oY, at least, for me,
1 shen't be 2 co-citizen of "Eire"

CREED ‘
1n Death’s ond Hell's ZOTES .

Three chesIs for Kinvaeerge! i :
Though the m@béwarld‘s'feul tide mount eveI so high:
A Tory I 1ive, and & Tory 1'11 die.

, _CONGEUSION
Men is cursed, and

But
British First, and British Oonly!

1 am lonely,

ORI
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Rapport

soumis & .
Monseigneur A.-M. Parent, Secrétaire-Général.

M. le Doyen C. De Koninck.

Mon marchend de livres, M. Peter Thomas Fischer (507, 5th Av-
‘enue, New York, N.Y.), & immédiatement placé une commande té-
légraphique en Suisse, concernant la derniére édition de
UEBERWEG: GESCHICHTE DER PHILOSOPHIE en 5 volumes. Selon son
estimation, le prix sera quelque part entre 30 et 60 dollars.
; Ayant [seewseimssee cn possession, il vous en fera un offre for-
i€GWﬂﬁf' mel avant de les expédier.

I1 va vous expédier sans offre préalable, en outre, trois livres
que j'ai commandés chez lui, et dont le prix global se chiffre
a quelques 14 dollars ou Es¥xx un peu moins. Ce sont 1) un numéro
réoent de la NEUE RUNDSCHAU, contenant une étude, paraissant im-
portente, sur 1l'existentialisme, 2)un livre récent par ALFRED
WEBER sur la situation spirituelle du temps présent, 3)un livre
dont j'ai oublié l'auteur mais qui m'avait paru important, sur

1'4évolution du subjectivisme moderne en Philasophie.

En outre, j'el commandé upe anthologie américaine d'articles sur
" 1a PRilosophie du 20me siécle, gui me pargissait treés riche

et utile, & Cambridge (étant tres pressé a Cambridge, je ne

remarjuais pas ei ct'était chez M. Tutin ou M. Schoenwald). Ce

Ky

livre, dont le prix stéleve & 5 dollars, vous sera expédié.

Avec mon parfait respect.

Gonly Kebo;
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A)ﬂ)m(ﬂ)x , LS His Eneﬁenfy mentw’ons, (see BZWL)
R‘b-ﬁssof Ryan's coritentions (would this Zy-v)ayme did not Ja‘s‘bu.rb!)
Mczj np‘t settle all the ?rbuenn of the Cotlrolic co'ﬂege' COUVSEG e
Your .exferf Tom will meet .
With Juicy chun af Meot .
In this fu))‘y f]aVouYeJ Grcw:j, in this si’kj, SFic.f/ ch.w:e.
May your Ezje-s august ond cerulean
View meekz ™m c)wee)c‘y Jo)m Ju);’om
Whase voheme (not I‘L‘rust, tainted with Tedium )
Is tendered you thveuqh my humble medium,

And sh hence orwerd reen
Your vichly stocked bookshelf, O Dean.
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Your ﬂcmj stocked Looks{e)f, O Dean.
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Québee, avril 1950

UNIVERSITE LAVAL
FACULTE DE PHILOSOPHIE

Rapport soumis &

Mgr A«-M. PARENT, C.S.3s, Vice=Recteur, etce., etc.y, Québec
M. ¢. DE KONINCK, FeCeR.S., Doyen, etcs, etc., québec

M. Abbé M., DIONNE, professeur titulaire, etcs, Québec

‘e As TREMBLAY, Vice-Directeur, etc., Québec et Paris

M. E. BABIN, professeur agrégé de 1I®classe, Qusbec |

M., L.Es PALACIOS, professeur titulaire, Madrid et Quebec
M. R. MENZER, grand industriel, etc., Montréal

M. GsAes LANYI, Associate Professor, etec., Providence

et B d'autres dignitaires.

-——-————————_---—--————————--———-—————---—-—-—-——-——-——_——————-——--——-——--—

Gazette , Montreal. 6 April, 1950.
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Toronto, April 5.—(P)——Public gathering placesy such as Viennese
coffee houses or English public houses were advocated for Ontario
today by the Chief Inspector of Toronto's public schoolse ZsSe Phi=-
mister told the Urban School Trustees' Association that the gather-
ing places would provide for more discussion on the part of adults
and thus help along a "faeltering" system of adult education.
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|
Comunent.

(1)By ‘discussion on the part of adults', Mr. Phimistezi
who is presumably himself an adult, mey be supposed to mean 'dis-
cussion among adults'. ‘

(2)When referring to the '"faltering" system of adult
education', Mr. Phimister doubtless knows what he is talking about,
though he may not know it well enoughs

(3)Let us have .the English Pub, by all means; but
the First Principle stands: ’ .

The Qgiiggzﬂgusa replaces everything;
Nothing replaces the Coffee~Housey

A te Ketuad

. professeur agrégé de 20 classc.

Who might be Mr., Phimister?
If viewed as French, I 'claim!,
A connotation sinister
Attaches to his name. ,
Yhoever he may be, pure wisdom drips
Mellifluously from his lips.
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