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CHANT D'ADIEUX |
|

Aprés ce grand discours du Reecteur de Laval,

Qui me condamme a fond, je n'ai qu'a faire mes malles.
Peu importe si sa pe est blanehe, nroire ou oere:
Est interdit au profeésseur d'8tre médioecre.

Nous savons désormais que 1l'Université

Dont l'illustre Chef je viens de eiter |
—Et & plus forte raisom, Ml 1'Universitaire Cité— |
Ne tolérera point la médioeritd. ‘

. 8. +*
Celui qui en ﬁ\lll'f“:;ggo le génie 4
Et par 13 méme, le droit de vivre me dénie.
On renonee, il est vrai, au génie absolu;
Mais méme le limité n'a été¥ mon dévolu. .
Vous ne serez pas étomnés & ee que jo vous appremds:
Je me suis méme pas un génie un peu moins grand. :
- Mais il y a pis. En enseignant, je eorromps la mation,
Puisque je ne ecomprends goutte & la patation.
Si j'étais un génie, je serais mort & trente ans;
Or, ma treyti&me année, ee sont les neiges d'antan.
Mon ecaraetere sinistre iel se desaine:
Je ne saurais, ma fol! quoi faire d'une piseine.
Ma seienee est anémique, étriquée et truqude:
Ignorant méme du squash, saurais-je éduquer?!

+*
Nom! Il ne sert & rien de m'idéaliser:
Mon probleme léthal, Je l'ai rdaliséd;
Peut-8tre le soumettrai-je a l'abbz Dienne,
Pour qu'avee sa logique, il le solutionne.
Mais je doute qu'aueun thomiste de notre Faculté
Puisse disposer de cette diffieultsd., - ;
Je erains qu'un raeket d'aussi géantes dimensiens
Doive me refuser nome ume modeste pension.
Il n'y a plus a Québes, jo le veis, pour moi
: Ni emploi,~—ni endroit
Autre que la gare:
' Je pars.

. . .
Y irai-je? Aux Etats-Unis? Ex Suisse? En Autriche?
Montréal, Toronto ou Antigonish?

Peut-8tre & Moseou, Rome ou Alexandrie,
Pour servir sous un Chef un psu ng}ns grand que Vandry!

Québes, décembre 1950
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FREEDOM_FROM UTOPTA | |

Political thought in the face of Subversion and Tyranny
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I. The presence of Utopia

II. The danger and the necessity of Politics

III. Subversion and Tyranny

IV. The Utopian Mind

V. Remarks on the Conservative 'po sition

—

L_. The presence of Utopia

1.The "Totalitarian" peril and the promise of Utoplia
2.The cleavage in "Progressive" Society: the dialecth—
cal affvantage of Communism ,
(e 2 ckives °€ e 3+The gu%lt and t):fxe: task of Philosophyl
——4.The judgement of Subversion and the lure of Utopia

{ZI. The danger and the necessity of Polities

@‘”:j":iﬁ,f a,“”ﬁ B ‘—8.The ordeal of the State

6.Political controversy and its standard themes '

T.The depreciation of politics and the "primacy of the
political® .

8.The meaning and the primd facie legitimacy of "Righ%"

4 . P, and "Left™ :
7 %Q% ewriclat %:_r —9.The bias and the scope pf "objective” political thought |

a 2 T ry) ey "o e
fe}"’; adseit o b a Rﬁﬂ’f {III. Subversion and Tyranny

10.*Leftism® as a conception of Society: the primal =am—
biguity: the Utopian core of Subversion

ll.Equality and Progress: the ethics of "claims"

12.History and Ideology: Progress and Progressionism

13.Idealism and Materialism; Emancipation end Tyranny:
the dialectics of self-debasement and self-enslavement

14.Quantity, Fatality and Frustration in Democracy

15.The Marxist expropriation of Utopia: Proletariat and
Totality
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| LV. Ihe Utopian Mind

; 'D\QPaggf im,os\‘nn'f——IG .U‘toyia.n;dperfectionism as distinet from the pursuit of
i the goo '
17."Ens bonum per se" and "ens bonum secundum quid"
¥ 18.The "General Will" and the "Common Good"
e o, =——19.The Utoplan negation of the order of being,
Homerk, Gafmag  20.Utopia in the context of Reality
wnd Lpladf 2l.The inherent contradiction of Utopia and the incon-
sistencies of "common sense"

LY. Bemarks on the Conservative position

22.Types of CieuRmsSwEaNl} "Rishtism": problems and
piffalls

23.The "orisis of Progress" and the Conservative aspects
of Democracy

24. "Modern conditions® and "human nature": the historical
function of detached thought

25.The principle of Social Pluralism: its presuppositions
and implications

26.The order of political emphasis and the Conservative
concept of Reform

27.The agpparent utopia of a "life without Utopia": the
meaning of "Religiot
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Nothihg short ot @ Wizard, Was the Chef ‘Bt the Liberal Noblemen's':
Club! Let no man despise the bourgeocis selfecomplacemcy of the:p;ospgr
rous Socialist trade-union caciques; the coarsey if hearty, opulence ™

of the National Radicals, those Calvihist lovers of the earth; the odd

epicurean asceticism of the Personalists with their filtered soups, -
and their sclitary glasses of dainty Malaga; the sober and measured-
elaboration of those formal banquets the Canservatives are so fond of.
But give me the Liberal Noblemen's Club, cnce for all! Such repasts '’
— for that®s what they are; "meals" are good enough for the family,
or for artists and suchlike gentry-—such repasts, I say, restore your
body to the state of angelic lnnocence and mske you forget you have a
soul (of all nasty things); again, in the aftermath, your soul would
grow wings and the hampering presence of a body fade out of memory:
which is another way of being like unto the angels., Anyhow, the "out~
siders" Csatdry and Feleki are gone now, mindful of their parliament-
ary duties; and while the rest of us, four men all in all ?for Ago-
rasztd, too, is on the point of leaving, though he pretexts no polie
tical engagement) are "lingering over our port"--and whenever Lord
Something is in a mind to have some port that is port, he has to take
the train and join us=I might as well acquaiﬁ?'you.briefly with our
names, ' ' : ~

Stephen R&th is our host, once for a brief spell Secretary of State
for Transpom®t, now uninterested in any kind of transport other than

procured by food and wine, spring and autumn, love and letters. He is,

incidentally,; by no means what you would call a wealthy man; which is
all to the good: it belng the secret of happiness, if you'll excuse
a truism, to possess little as though one possessed a great deal, Pro-
fessor Szladek, on the other hand, the "European capacity" in the way
of Dermatology—-could you imagine a Hungarian story without a "Euro=
pean capactiy" entering the scene? I, for one, c?nnotﬂ-is nothing if.
not wealthy: he is worth fifteen thousand uldszlds per annum if he is
worth a penny. You can see it from the shape of his chin=beard: not
that his barber is more expensive than yours or minej but under the
hidden laws of social nature no such chinsbeards, so tufty, silky and
just a trifle disorderly and over=luxuriant I mean, will ever spring
up unless nurtured by the arrogance of great wealths I next mention
myself, the least wellesto=do and by far the most insignificant member
of our party: Béla Worm-- ¥R "son to" the great financgier
and not-so-conspicuous Liberal statesman Jonas Worm; but be sure I am
no more than a young insurance clerk of middling sbilities and moder=
ate prospects, with a taste for "culture" and quite pleasant as a piec
of "cotton-wool" in the company of my betterse (As it is, I am feirly
satisfied with being what I am.)

Lastly, the hero of the evening, the great mans~John Enyedi, the
man who has returned, only a few months ago, from a fourteen years!

stay abroad: the man of mystery, the magnet of attraction; and yet one
"round whom the void forms," as the French says He is sbout to retire
te his estate in Bihar County, engrossed in some sort of historieal
work, it seems, or is it an entirely new approach in Experimental Phie
losophy? There have been wild rumours sbout "syphilitic dementia" or
what-nots About syphilis I know as little as I do asbout rheumatism or

f
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‘internal medicine..s so his.glory would not interfere with Szladek' s,
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ague; as’'for dementiasss The fools would do well t0 ;ldok for folly
closer to. their own premises, I daresay. Dementia, indeed! Never have
I met a saner, hardly ever a wiser man.wﬂis;queeﬁﬁ;s’plipped and meaw
sured, with just a suspicion of foreign accent (whieh strikes me ‘as
Swedish ‘or perhaps "archaic" rather than properly German); his wit, ‘
occasionally pungent and bladewlika,uconcealedhhabitually, mercilessly
not to say shamelessly displayed if the object 'so demands; his Sympa~
thies, as natural and conventional as any one's, yet ready to peep be-
yond nature and to put aside convention with marvellous ease. His
close~shaved face has at once the hardness of marble and@ the haphazard
manifoldness of terracotta; slightly sallow, and yet not without the
suggestion.of bullish bulk; his eges are exactly as you imagine them
to be: brownwgrey, gem=~like, deep=~set, alive with a glow modulated by
discretion and tempered by the everwpresents~and, by Jove, playfulle-
control of reason. From whatever borderlands this man may have come
home, it is certainly not from the swamps of insanity.

"Gentlemen," Stephen RAth rose from his chair, "I  think we'd better
go the my place now. You've promfised me, Enyedi..« well, not promised
in so many wordssees Still, hintedses" : ' :

"Don’t mske a speech about it," laughed Enyedi, "and don't labour
to coax me into what I am anyhow most ENEEE eager to do. Assuredly, tc
your palatisl home we will repair" (RAth lives in a comforteble little
flat out inaébuda,-Upper Szvenderszky Street) "and you shall hear ev—
erything.ses gracious, nct everything, but the gist of tt, If it is
going to bore you, Charles" (Charles is Professor Szladek's Christian
name§; "so much the worse for you; besides, you may check any smsall
incorrections in my account. Young Worm" (turning to me), "your pre-
sence, pleasant as it has been up to now, will be not only welcome
but indispensable for the rest of the evening, RAth is merely the
host, he provides the framework—- Szladek is no more than a shadow"
(Szladek grunted),'well, shall we say & witnesse you, young Worm, shal
be the audience, the public, the plain man, the recorder for genera-

tions to come, quoil!™® _
Meanwhile, we had donned our greatcoats, tipped the Clubd servgnts3
Rath,

run down the stai®s and tasted the raw air of the chill night, _
lighting a fresh cigar, hailed a cab. We were rattling northward a% a
leisurely pacess.s Szladek holding forjh on the cleverness and the ine
credible gruffness of Professor Ortolanyi, that able, grasping and
whimsically charitable scientist who is known to take,HoI{ Communion
every morning when on the way to his clinice Of course, his f@leld is

"Make yourselves at home, gentlemen," RAhth performed the needless
ritual-~ for we were already doing so, with a vengeance. I, in partice~ |
ular, busied myself with the creatureXf comforts which were to stimule |
ate ouk strange guests narrative and enhance our enjoyment of it. The
roar of the fire-place was soon subsiding into a damped murmuir, ming-
led with the womanly hissing of the: tea~kettle; chairs were drawn up
and softened by the beats of expert hands; liqueur-bottles made their
appearance like so many masked, inquisitive dwarfs; the landscape of
the smokingwrcom was presently in Tighting trim. R&th t0ld us the lat-
est joke about fast young Countess Gyulaiww she had spent a long night
with the English Duke of Fourfold in the erroneous belief that it was
his hendsome, muscular groom. But the anecdote fell flat, We ¢ were
all impatient to hear Enyedi's story and see the veil 1ifted from his
nany=years ahsences < > ¢ : .

"Place that Benedictine out of my reach, young man!" he bawled at

. |
me, with a merry twinkle of his eyess. I am like most people: 'I can {
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resist everything but temptation'; yet I am an invelid of sorts, you .
know! " Then, .clearing his throats:."Hi, young:raseall Who told yeu to-
remove the Egyptians?i" (In fact, even in-‘the interval between two - -
smokes,)he wggfd'aj,leasy:lovingiy:fingertgubunch of Gianaclis cigae
rettes. i ; o SIPIT TS UM S R oo Ve .. . L
"Well, then'-—he began, very seriously, and  stopped, - B
"Another thimbleful of Benedictine, after all,t. . =+ S
‘And then he set about it at last, .%alking for an hour or so, with
scarcely any interruption. Time and again, Professor Szladek wowld nod
in assent, or make some other sign of;cgnfirmationﬁnor=slight'qnalia
fication zas the case might be), always recelved by Enyedi with g
courteous bow and smile. Now, as_ for the story, it turned out te be o
odd enough, to be sure, but a bit meagre. Its more important backw«
grounds I cannot reveal to you for the excellent reason that I could
hardly guess at them myself. S ' : I

R + . B
"Don't interrupt me every now and then!" he exclaimed, irritably.
"Why, you old Bolghevik, you haven't even hegun your recital! Who's

interrupting you?" Rath remonstrated with him. T was struck by the cue

rious fitness of that hearty epithet, "you old Bolshewvik': it somehow
seemed to express an essential trait in Enyedits personality! The man
was of living, nervous granite; and so had heen the old Bolsheviks of
yore, bless their heroic memories-ugly devils though; I shouldn's
have fancied living in their age. ~

"Forgive me, Stephen, excuse my temper, gentlemen! I am hampered by

some slight 'inhibitioms,' truth to tell, and so I'm borrowing the im-

petus of shher violence to swing me into play. How shemeful of me, But

then I was worse as a young man—when your age, my friend Béla-~and
that's precisely I was going to tell you aboute HX Not to put too fine

a point on it, I was violent, selfish,~uncontrolled,fsensual, and in a

way, anxious oo afraid of myself, I suppose, and doggedly trying to

persuade myself of my integral courage,se" - _ L

.*. v
(An abridgment of John Enyedi's tale) ,

As a young man, I suffered from a curious disease, mental to be sur
but most certainly this side insanity. Its clumsy mediceX name is "sy-
philidophobia." ~ , .

My father had died of some obscure spinal trouble when I was still
& boy. Whether it had been locomotor ataxia, whether he had ever been
& victim of syphilis at all, I could hever make oute So much is cer-
tain—and I knew it early—that no hereditary taint (tare, s= the
French call it) could ever be detected in me, Still, an unreasonable
fear of syphilis, along with the gloomy foreboding that socner or lster
I was doomed to contract it, had fixed itself in ny adolescent mind,
and no effort of my wiser friends (or, for that matter,’ of my own) suc-
ceeded in dislodging it. '

Well, it is not easy to cateh syphilis if one is careful., Of this I
was clearly aware. Unfortunately, I was also acquainted with the fact
that "innocent" means of contagion could not be theoretically exeluded.
I developed a morbid attitude to glasses and tea-cups of uncertain
cleanness, let alone barber—shops (which I came +o dread as though they
were Moroccan brothels); I objected to the Juicy kisses an 0ld aunt of
mine, who lived in the provinces (bless her soul!) was grimly deter-
mirned to inflict upon me on the rare occasions we met; any passing
little disturbance of the skin, eany slightly persistent headache or col
in the head would send me running to the doctor, who would unwillingly
submi® to the ordeal of a routine examination for syphilis, and spit up
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dark tlireats of "certifying* me.for forcible seclusiocn in g "mental;..

homee M- o - n FETISIe L Te WSttt e mac st E R s
1-'M3re anfortunately,again; ‘could I be-always careful? -For, ;qvmggﬁ
yOungvdays,4the;devil*ofsthe;fTEEHTspurred,me‘aswhard”as any.one. T6.

- I3

Iake matters worse, I :knew:fron the:ocutset I was not cut out for marrs

iage. The disgusting‘phantoms“and-torturingqspasms;of&ungratified“i“_,

sensuality%‘nay, syphilis.itself, were still better. than being sewed ™

to a2 womant®s skirts, always. the same-=~ indeed, even were it not als=’
ways the same: for solitude and virile friendship alone would befit
my dignity and my sense of comfoXxtsas "Love" was rather like perio=’
dical fits of dipsomanias«s yes, Quartalséufertum, as the Germans

put its To erect it into_a constitutive basis of my life struck me as

a sort of intolerable selfwenslavement. As for having children, the
{dea seemed to be too scurrilous, too monstrous, even to outrage me:
it was simply an impossibilitys Yet the Romen Cathollcs are not so
wrong when they insist that marxriage really exists for the sake of
progeny. That monkey business, then, was clearly out of the questions,
My comnexions with. girls were few and far between, and uttelly
transitory. I preferred a certain discreetly venal, prudent type not
only to the common street-walker but also to the so-called "poule de
luxe" who is not only dear but wilful into the bargain, end even more
to the licentious "soclety woman® who has the effrontery to expect
you to "love" her, who more often than not costs you dearer in the
end than even the fashionable courtesan,; end who is sometimes less
easy to be disposed of than even the leglitimate scourge called
"spouses" Well, whenever I did indulge I exercised, of course,.the
utmost technical care—and to good purpose. Regular examinations, in
due course after every "suspicious contact," would show me each time
as free from any venereal contamimation as; according to tradition,
a new=born lamb may be from sine. R ;
Now, some sixteen years ago=-I was well over thirty by thenss some=
thing exceptional befell, which was to give turn %o my course of life
It was, as you rightly surmise, a slightly different and more last<
ing kind of female adventure. I would not say I fell in love; nor :
was it exactly a trance of lust; much less would I speak of & "dee
cent" friendship. Here are the rough outlines. She was a Roumanlan -
dancer, raven-haired, ivory-skinned, with a thin, sharp=contoured
face and a plump, firm body-=the type that attracted me=-of course
in some sense also a professional harlot but fairly selective and not
very mercenary, and with a certain terse, bitter, cynical matter—of-.
=Tactness shout her which in my impression bordered on genius. I will
admit that this latter quality—~contempt of romanticism and of ro=
seate illusions in a person passionate and fond of plsasure--litems
slly fascinated me. I used not only to "take her ouk" regularly, to .
attend night by night the theatres where she performed, to buy her
flowers and presents more expensive, but even to sit with her and

listen to her talk, to take her on long walks through the suburbs of':

my preference, and to travel with her a bit. She was to stay a month
in Budapest, but ultimately made i% no less than four months, for -
my sake. Needless to say, she drew a regular allowance from me, P
which however was not excessive. For about six weeks, our relatlons
remained entirely platonic. Seeing her origins and circumstances, I
did not feel at all certain as %0 her health; nor did it tax my
strength too much to exercise self-control, as I greatly enjoyed the

. novel charm of her personality even without using her at the same

time as an apparatus for "relief."

But one day she suddenly and peremptorily told me. eur relatidné“'

were to cease altogether unless I went to hed with hers "Why on EEX
earth?" I asked, astonished. She briefly explained"tha%'onf%he'one
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hand, she suffered in her conscience by giving me less than the equiv-

alent of my gifts to‘her; and -that; on the other;?nﬁewvantedslﬁh@uarch; ‘

durable source of income” which, in her prggiegge,ﬁoogld‘net be made
out of a man'unless he were bound “to her by 'carnal tissy adding,’agr'an
afterthought, that moreover she’desired me.'Té bed'ws'ent,then, and.
a success it was, tooy"Even’so, however, our matual interest contimied
being centred in the personal rather than in the senmual sphere. To
put it in a word, it was.her oddness and originality-=impossible to
aescfibe-.in'whioh-l‘dalighted chiefly; and a woman, mch as she"may - ..
love money and coition as’such, will mostly delight in the delight .-
she inspires in a men rather'than in anything else. = T e

FPinally, she could, no lomger postpone her trip to Paris, and had
then to go back to her native Braila, She soon ceased to write. I had
enquiries made a few years later, and learned that she had committed
# suicide within less than a year from the time of our aoquaintance-

ip, being "out of means.® I let it rest at that,. I had other dogs
gg whip, as the saying goes. . - :

Ro sooner had the dancer seduced me than my apprehension of syphi-
1lis revived and started eating out my peace of mind. Yet weeks and
more waeks passed without my notieing any loeal symptom, until the
lady (whom I had t0ld nothing about my preoccupations) smilingly re-
marked one night that I had epparently become & less reserved, s more
passionate, lover. Lover or not, passionate or not, when she was gone
I heaved & sigh, melancholy enoughiy yet of relief. Forthwith I dropped
in at the excellent dermatologist's who was also one of ny best friemds
—why make a secret of it? it wasf none other than Dr Szledek, @it
ting here amongst us—and made a full confession to him, Once again
weVent through the ritual,.. once again to the same purpose. Personal
anamnesis could reveal nothing suspicious; and all ebjeotive tests
turned out to be eloquently "negative." .

Some six weeks later, K still haunted by occasional fears, I again
oglled at gzladek's office, and this time he grew seriously angry, diad
good Charles. He threw me out without so much as looking at me, de~
volving me on another great specialist, agkolder man who is now deadew
Professor Puntdk his name was, Yell, Funt cost me about as much as
a fortnight spent with my Roumanian dancer; though it was less amising.
When dismissing me, he suggested that T might do worse than see Pro-
fessor Trendelmann, the famous psychotherapist. This pPiece of advice,
however, I disregarded. '

Several more weeks had elapsed when, having felt vaguely seedy for
days, to my intense and painful surprise I discovered certain skin

irregularities on parts of my body— nothing muach to boast of-——and at
once felt certain that, this time, I'ad "got it." OF course, like any
illiterate nincompoop, I had overlooked the loeal primary signe—-but,
hang it all, didn't she once bite Ly lips rather savagely during emow
rous intercourse? and @idn't I have a sore throat sone time later?s..
fool that IWas, I put It down to the flu', the treacherous springtide
- weather!—and here was the generalized secondary outerop in its full

g8L0TY. s s 10w was the time for mercury, salvarsan, bismuth, petassinm— - =

lodide, and all the rest of 'em, general mobilization—perhaps, for
all I knew, malarial cure at once?)

Trembling with fear and excitement, but not without a certain tri-
umphal air, I appeared st Dr Szladek's. After = few murdercus glances
and ungracious remarks, he at last condescended to "have a look at it,"
Almost direotly he 4id so he exclaimeéd in profound disdain: "As I
thpught!~No, my precious, this isn't syphilis, or I'm a Dutchman, Yes,
ny pet, I am surs. I can %ell syphilis frem my grandmether, 'when I
sees 1t.' ER? What it 1s? Well, nothing to be bothered about-= perhaps
& sort of Impetigo such-and=such~alig and hocusupocus-ilis, don't be
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@TItltodk"mé'alcoupleqotimo;e weqks,“with~my skin spots"sﬁightly pPro-
gressing, 4o prevailﬂuponﬁSzlakoftefapply’thq requisite;testa again,
This time he diq 1t thoroughly, though‘convinced‘of thgirasuperrlu;ty;‘

d in faot,ghia'vexdiptFwas&ﬁNoftrace Of syphiliti, i fection'in‘my
thili,‘ﬁait'a moment"ﬁ-he:added. "Erues you migh mOre
to Jolleague Funth, Tou see, jttg g Well 6 hayve g 8800nd opinggn, #

.oe

- 7o make a long 5t0ry short, pya _ n the e .
me with the'sucoinot deolaration: "Eyen though 1 didntg trust gol- .

L= AP iS Dr Mr

"Well, in & Way he ig" T said, "Hae ig & friend of mine;va VOry nice
ch&D, toost

"Excellent man, " Szladek‘nodded; "Wéll_ﬁ£¥e~bye, and do try tozgat 1_
rid or your Phobia, " he added with &n arch wink, * ‘

In spite of hig Ssking about Mrag, T e SuIPIised to £ing gpgt
worthy Physician gt Szladek?g office when I calleq therae at tpe appoin~

ted hour, "The wo doctors examined me clinioally Gnce nore; they asked

® t ]

h
t night éxpress for the following evening, an :
to pack ny luggage ot 0nces., in Prevision of 4 Sojourn of Some leq;h,
Y th . ‘ ) '

the way " - ‘ e
"What doeg this meane I orieq impatiently.!iﬁ, after all, 1 have
syp%ilis!" : '

"Oh non they boty Protesteq gt bncec TNothing of the kihdﬁ
have some skin condition, not SO common ip thig country, which
¢ b

lb
= 0r the
®X% ONeny ang to cure .y
8 Decessary X in erder to eure
you also--he, he, helwm oz your syphilidophobia- for

: 88 long ag gn bi 3t
is wrong with Jour esteepeg Sking yoy will bersist ip su

specting'you?ve
- 3
Mand you, Mr&z, Fill yeu Swear

&z very earnestly.
daresay’I Bay just g

Pale, T roge 4, By feet, o

"Then I tell you what few T saigd, hoarselyhe"fbr I do not believe %
a - Qs Yeu beth



but Noltitz's: experinmsntal clinia for the more ‘aristooratic kinds of -
dermic affeotions..s the excellent elimate of the Baltio Sea being re-

Ms-is not a lunatiec asylum, not even a resting-hcme for ‘neuretics,

 ijutqd for its goothinggqffegtst1dfingidenﬁallygienfbéth'Yitiligo PaT-
: puriformis'and~Brurigo“pa:adoxicai?l'&o- &0e; 8nA 20, you Seecss"

Swaylng between belief ‘and disbeliefswboth seeming” equally impos-
1bleay§ng¥he end I grudgingly submitted, My curiosity was aroused and

rghe fact of two myrmidons attending -to my ”esteeme&'skin," Prepara~

torg to a third, a Baltic nobleman st that, could not fafl to flatter

me a wee bit. I hissed, viciously but at the moment actually in higher
irits: ‘ o ' ' o '

= "Very well-—have it your own way, artful leeohes!?;

ting my flat up, and the mournful night Journey through Moravig and
Jilesiass« then the dreary plains of Western Poland=pasged like 8
dream, It is true.that the two doctors had administered me some rather
pleasant drug. :

- Finally——it was nightfall already--we arrived, by metor, at an es~
tate harbouring many ZXXX large, flat building aiong with some smaller
oness Human figures hushed to and fro, in great silence, It looked
ominously like a closed establishment,

- We were admitted through a heavy, huge gate (which boomed rather
than cresked when opened), and ushered to a consulting-room, friendly

enough but uncannily large.

Five minutes had barely passed when a tall figure, dry rather than
thin, commanding and at the same time kindly in g way, appeared at the
threshold and quickly advanced well into the middle of the room, greetw
ing us with a measured bow and a XXX faint, almost imperceptible, yet
somehow hearty smile, Was it his noble bearing, his domed forehead,
his long=—all but white—-moustaches, or the deep life of his immow~
bile, absorbing steel-grey eyes_tha£ at once evoked my trust and gfe
fection? : ~ _

He seemed to cRick his heels in the Prussian manner; but I rememe
ber that it was inaudible, '

Then came the KIXNK quaint, broad melody of his Baltio voice.

"Doktor Friedrich Freiherr von Noltitz"—he introduced~himselt..
. Bowing on my part, I spoke Eirectiy, in a sharp voice which rang
quite alien in ny own ears,

"Herr Doktor" I said——"Baron," I interpolaxed-w"theée two mediecal
gentleme aililrm that I am not a venereal Patient and that thig Place

1s not a lunatic asylum either. Do they spesk the truth?"
"Of course they do, " von Neoltitz answered with some livelinesgeein-

‘deed, the faintest touch of indignation—in his voice. "This is g

leprosery, and you, sir, are s leprosy patient, " ,
That, then, was the solution of the riddle, A few moments of deadly
silence followed, -

firmmly and intelligently (which no doubt you wills, and use great paw
tience. Hum,., is your digestion good? So muich the better! Not that
chaulmoogra oil is our last resort these days, well no!" he assured me
with a lightning=brief confidential smile, And T felt determined to

"gboperate firml and intelligentlv" until the ene lay shattered
18 0g§y for his gake- Sogently W ‘ 7 !
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.77:yeary ag you know;. and Baron. Nollitz, hoary'with'age;ii -8t111 tkie aow
¥i%e head of the .Olinig t‘;atfl’ul,ielkaﬁen‘,;:-.91-‘t=iwhat'.'s-,. ,tﬁes,p-lhce " himeses™

- "So leprosy ‘still existe=* said: '-young”Bélajﬂb:p*ggtupidlxm

"So 1t does, " mirmured Stephen-R %h, urging us’ Yo drink and” to .
smoke, "But you,. my.dear Enyedi, have done With 1t for good and’all
«—eh?" o .'.ﬁ!?iﬂ'f,j*”'?ﬁz?'“777-wf R I TR

"I have not," said John Enyedi, in a volece like thunder, . = .- )

"But thenw " criedﬂRéth,and,l,,terrified¢-- e RN

"He is NNNEDS completely cured," interpesed Szladek, with 8 grine: -

"Are you going, then"==pursued Rath~ "t6 oure oxr:to nurse lepers . .-
youvself, quring the rest of your life?* R o or -

"Not so," said Enyedi, smiling in his turn, "But my years spent -im—-
Noltitz's Sanatorium, and a few more devoted to mi after-treatment’
in Switzerland and elsewhere, which I really studied away at the vam— ==
rious great libraries of Europe, provided me with valusable insights
into that oti.er and worse lepresy, tco, which ig 8111l glowing under ,
the ashes, in the Eurasian Plaingess and I am going to dedieate the
rest of my life to fighting leprosy,s. so that, when again 1t 11fts
its head, as it surely will some day, we should be ready, this time,
b0 meet it..," , ' '

"What do you mean, sir?" cried I, v a '

"Why, the leprosy of human society==Bolghevism! Dogf J;‘rou really ima~
gine (for there are some who think so: fools, utter foolp!) mankind :
hus definitely done with that?! No Rnore; much lesg indeed, than it has
with physical leprisy! And Eelieva~ma,'%hax other leprosy has alse =
certail physioal roots, with their conarete habitats in certain parts
of the earth! I am preparing un bouquin on these things, but thatt's
only a beglnning; my Russian friends have asked me to PTy into. the =~
matter more closely and INX discuss with them various: details of go-
cial medicines.. Let me emphagize that the fundamental idea really
originates not with me, but with Baron Noltitz himself,,. Anyhew, may
our good friends, the Conservative political pPhilosophers, turn their
attention to Syphilis as it were: western'Progressiveinemoc
mean; that'!'s my cup of tea no longer.., I have teken a fanc
sham corpse, ﬁgishevismduyesg ny young friend; Leprosy for mef"

"And may God assist you, siri"'T erieds~we drank, -

éoa§§§§§ooo
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(This might form the basis of several sherter artieles, sueh ag--—-

"The Tetalitarian seneept of 'Liberty'", "The Tetalitarien eeneept

of Representatien", "Identity and Partieipatien®, "Culture and the

Plain Man", and ebove all, Privilege and Liberty, for I think that

what I have te say omn this subjest is, theugh still met ef a nature
te satisfy me, mest remarkable.)
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Québee 3rd Degember 1948

A. EKolnai, te DEAN DE KONINCK

Sir,

My artiele, The meaning ef the "Commen Man", in its
newly-submitted and abbreviated ferm, and skern of the Nettees,
will appear in THE THOMIST witheut further cuttings (abeunt
65 Themist pages), srebably in July.

New I see the situatien thus,~1 de ne% think this ceuld
be reprinted in LAVAL Th&Ph, fer publishing semething already
publizhed in amother:periodieal would hardly redeund te the
glery ¢f yours, while en the ether hand, THOMIST has the right
of prierity eoneerning this article as sueh. As regards the
rest, THOMIST has ef course no elaim at all.,

What eould be dene, however, is a)publishing some artie-
les, from one to three or even feur, in LAVAL &C., te be made
eut ¢f the large text that is not geing to appear in THOMIST;
b)sublishing thess, tegether with a reprint of the THOMIST
article, as a separate leng Pampiglet or shert Beek, from 100
to 160 pages .according te the views ydu will take of the stuff
on penéasing it.

I sheuld like to bring out a beeklet, of escurse,— and
should like to confine myself entirely %ma English, as far as
this complex .ef material goes. ' A

Besides, I contemplate writing next an artiecle en The
rimasy of Pelities (within the limits of the Seeial Plane,
of ecourse), which might well fit inte this beeklet, but which
again I might effer THE THOMIST if yeu are disinterested in it
ab ove.

I sheuld suggest that you fist parecuriez the text of
the THOMIST artiecle itself, and then, if yeu are net toe dis-
gusted &P, loeck through the rest, which is essentially
nore or less consecutive to it.

The THOMIST artiele c¢enstitutes a Green-marked whele;
the rest, a Magenta-marked ensemble, technieally entirely
distinet thereirom.

With my submissien and best wishes,

I remain, Sir, ;
yeur .
w K.

WSW

Brenn- marnkad Tyl
Wﬁ: M%L:j Tt
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muptial ties leeming large between
"youd and a eertain emiment member ef
the sererity, whe I am met?"

'jnbuth indieatighg a meunting piteh of
" eular little feet have wreught haves

 yeu has eseaped ¥ yeur se aeute pew—
“ers ef ewservatien?!"

e —

‘:1ooked<plea)ed. Fer, ir her Texan

/‘“‘ o ~.\\'\

threes whereim I cemmemeod writhimg
shertly wefere the end of last term,
and whieh undeubtedly related te yeur
cemely persem?" _ -

Rebutted Millieent: "But are net

© #pieg?! t— oxelaimed Derek, with
s twiteh of the right eermer of hés

passien. "Ties?! Yeur daimty dut mus-

thereef. Say, babe! yeu den't mean te
say the unfeldment ef my feelings fer

¢ in~spité ef herself, Millieent

seul, eeruseating uprightmess threve
frem the festering-seil ef exquisite
femininity. - '

She remained silemt, her little,

reund, firm abdemen guivering fer a
frasctien of a mement,
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Dimanche sgeir
Sublime Maitre, ‘

J'al lu les premidres 60 et les
dernidres 40 pages eaviren de Mangema,
que f reveiei. Fn Yaquart a eetie ogeu:

‘ patien pemdant la wuit dernidre, jus-

'3 3k am, je me terdais la este et

- me vautrais epm senvulsien? rappelant

c¢ertain muit & Lisbemme ou neus n'avie;
qu'un 1it "nuptial"-lorsque Je me dé-

lectais de Jag oebliraeiones del hembre
Par um chaneine de Saragnsse, y eem-—

pris ecelle de ne »as eentempler le BTre~

A

duit aprés s'dtre meuohd et de ehamger
les ehaussettes Plus seuvent em &t¢ s
»etit euvrage it Blein de. sagesse drue
et rédigé ex un espagnel simple maig
lueide et senere; jusqu'a ee que, vers
1'aube, ma eem agne dosespérée se it
mise & m'asséndr des coups de peings)
sees et vielemts; ‘

ur régal sang égal. En teut eas, je
veus Téoommande vivement la leeture
des premiares % pages. (Veir ausgi la
Petite imitatien ¢i-jeinte.)

L'euvrage n'a aueune valeur litté~
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raire, meins enecere de spirituelle, et
trés prebadlement ‘pas la meindre valeur
cemneresiale. Cependant j'hésite de dire
que l'auteur me peut pesséder mul talemt .
intelleetuel eu littéraire. C'est um :
. homme habitué & réfléehir parfeis, et
i1 me manque pas abselumeat de tempéra- |
ment. Si sen imstructien est primitive. i
et sen amglais défeetueux, d'ailleurs h
- mAtiné en partie é'amérieain, il est teu-
jeurs un gramd éerivain amglais en cem~
paraisem avee les imseetes amérieains

que meus faisems Deeteurs em Philesephie
apres neus otre baignés dams leurs im-
nendes séerétiens. :

Hier, dams un magasing d'amtiquités
em Basseville, je me suis preeuréd ma pre-

miére ampeule belge, Rogaune de Belgique
(ampeule d'éelairage erdimaire, base a
visse, peinte vieux gemre, filament mé-
tallique en zigzag, 120V, 60W).

Prcssrienpnta.

A kQ{;47'
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Rapport soumis a
M. le Doyen C. De Koninck
' Québec

A. Eolnai, 62 Ste-Ursule, Québec
29 juin 1949

Quelques traits du Rehmkéisme-Borehardtism

o e et o S e e YA vt i s et e i St A e O s e P e e Cpp—
et~ e et - S — . o S s s e .

l.Remarque générale sur notre attitude envers la Penséd Moderne.
Je suis, a la fois, enti-moderniste et »ro-moderniste radical.
(a)Je répudie, avec une rigueur extreme, toute attitude de "com-
position®, "synthese", "recherche de points communs", "contaet
avec ce qul est pensée vivante" etc. comme telle; en d'sutres
termes, tout fléchissement devant et toute Ex entente avec ce
qui caractérise l'esprit moderne en tant que moderne. Donec,
tout désir de "catholiser" le naturalisme, 1'idéalisme, le mprag-
matisme, le marxisme, le vitalisme, le relativisme, le volon-
tarisme, l'existentialisme etc. Plus le mauvais est "vivant",
»lus acharnément devons—nous le combatire. Ce n'est pas dire
qu'til convient de 1 ig¥orer, bien entendu. (b)Je suis pour la
pPlus grande largesse dVesprit envers, et la recherche de toutes
sortes d'alliance avec, ce qui porte un accent rincipalement
ou essentiellement anti-moderne dans le tissu de la Penséde mo-
derne au sens chronologique ou référé & la tradition, c'est-a-
dire, non-scolastique. Exemples: 1'Ecole Ecossaise de Reid;
la lignée aristotélicienne Trendelenburg-Stum f-Brentano, la
Gegenstandstheorie de Meinong, (avec réserves) la pPhénoméno-
logie du Husserl des Logische Untersuchunsen (Pfénder-Geiger~
Reinach~V.Hildebrand); arlstotéelisme de Hans Driesch (1867—
19358/) et Rehmke, dont (selon H.B.) Driesch aurait di% qu'il
it le seul philosophe moderne duquel il efit amppris ge. Car,

- & mon avis, des que nous nous plagons dans le cadre du Bien au
lieu de celui du Mal, la qualité d'&tre "vivant" devient impoxr—
Sant avec un signe Ffavorable. (c)Je eombets done 1l'alternative
meme que toute la philosophie catholique— & peu d'execeptions
»rés, tel le R.P. Bochehski O.P.— semble accepter comme inéluc-
table: ou "comprendre" et caresser Satan, le "baptiser", et 1!
"intersréter" comme collaborateur génial du Christ, ou s'enfer-
mer dans la "géographie des textes" et "disposer" de toute
Pensée IXNEBAXENNE ressortissant d'une autre tradition en con=-
statant qu'elle menifeste telle contradiction avec le thomi sme
et en "solutionnant la difficulté" au moyen de telle "wreuve"
ou "réfutation" formelle.—TI1 Yy a iei un rapport analogique a-
vec mon anticléricalisme politique, que je crois &tre trés or-
thodoxement thomiste. Sapienti sat.

arhie

2.Johannes Rehmke. (Traduitﬁaé Heinrich Schmidt, Philosophisches
#orterbuch.) Né en 1848, mort amrés 1930, mrofesseur & Greifs-
wald (wetite université Brussienne, Poméranie), Philosophie als
Grundwi ssenschaft (1910) se propose la tBche d*une analyse con-
ceptuelle des €tats de faits fondamentaux de 1lg conscience (de
1'8tre en tant que su), sous-jacents & tout travail scientifi-
que. Toute "Weltdichtung® (3hilosophie comme "Boésie”, "arge,
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fonction vitale ou existentielle......) ainsi que tous "besoins
philosophiques" sont & rejeter. Objet de la philosophie: le donné
en général, impliqué dans tous les objets des sciences particu-
liéres. Le donné se divise en "singulier" (un corps, un atome /vrai
une ame: "substance", change et est dans le temps) et en "univere
sel" (tout "accident", qualité etc.: ne change jemais mais est
remplacé par un autres. Le stngulier n'est mas "partie" du, ou
"contenu" dans l'universel; celui-ci est impliqué dans celui-1k.
Réalité causale (Wirklichkeit) définie sar ce qui agit et subit
des actions (wirken). Le Wirken (cause efficiente) est certain;
sa maniére d'€tre nous est totalement inconnue. Tout &tat d'ame
intentionnel (gegensténdlich) est mur savair=avoir, il n'est ni
"agir® ni "recevoir". La sensation est un savoir avec retentisse-
ment conditionnaire (zusténdlich), la volonté un savoir ceusal ol
1l'2me se pose en cause efficiente. L'&me est totalement immatd—
rielle, elle n'est nulle part, ni dans ni autour du corps, soit
le cerveau. Ce qui sait (voit, sent...) n'est ni l‘homme-(composé
de 1'&tre simple "Zme" et du corps, composé d'atomes), ni le '
corps, ni le cerveau, ni l'oeil etc., mais 1'8me (=pur esprit,
considéré dans son rapport causal intrinséque avec le cores).
Tout "parallélisme psychophysique" est & rejeter; ame et corps,
dans l'existence terrestre, indissolublement 1iés l'un & 1'sutre
dans le sens de causation mutuelle. L'8me en tant que sachante
(ayante, voyante...) est condition absoluﬁgent passive du rapport
causal: elle ne "contribue" en aucune maniere au contenu du sa- '
voir, auf dans le sens d'une échelle de degrés quantitatifs d'at-
tention. ((Ceci g9t du trées bon thomisme, surtout rappelant J.
de Monléon) selon Borchardt (et moi), la racine immuable
de la "certitude" et de 1l'"objectivité": le woint archimédique
rour la destruction de tout relativisme essentiel.— Il paralt
que J.R. asseoit l'immortalité de l'Bme sur la "simplicité" pur
et simple, non, comme vous, sur sa possession de 1l'universel;
puisque selon lui comme selon vous, il n'y a pas de "vie" sans
egme, il semble attribuer l'immortalité & toute &me de brute et
de plante aussi (?).—Selon J.R., la doctrine (surtout de Locke)
des qualités primaires et secondaires ("jeunes") est radicalement
vraiéy mais les conclusions subjectivistes qui en ont été tirdes
- sont pleinement fausses. La réalité matérielle comme telle, avant
que n'intervienne 1l'2me (la vie), est purement spatiale, mécani-
que, quantifiable: nombre, extension, figure....xxqunxxxxﬁxxngg
La causation matérielle, sans intervention du vital, se réduit au
mécanisme (mais dont le pourquei nous est totalement caché). Les
qualités secondaires,— "la beautél la richesse, #x le bariolé du
monde"— , ¥& n'est 1la que pour 1l'étre voyant, percevant, sachant,
sentant: ils n'ont du sens que par référence & celui-ci., Mais la
couleur, l'odeur, la chaleur.....se tiennent néanmoins sbsolument
"du coté de l'objet": elles ne sont nmullement des fsensations" ni
des "données psychiques"; elles ne sant sues que parce qu'elles
sont ;é comme qualités de l'objet— sans cependant "agi¥ causale-

ment", 4/ ce qui demeure le srivilesge des réalités mécaniques comme
telles.

X Depels 1918, Jefonnoy Rebke-Goallllofl 5220 & Groidunn:
Ms: j-iﬁiﬁ&_ (( > W%D?Q& ‘327),
H.RB.
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3,.Hermann Borchardt, né en 1888 % Berlin (ou Czernowitz?). The Con-
spiracy of the CarpentersXNew York 1943. Je ne vois pas {jusqu’
ici) ou B. apporte une modification & J«R.; mais il me parait que
son intérdtXgi éthique (sens objectiviste et chrétieng), mpoli-

tique et cultursliilosophique (sens réactionnaire et antimoderniste)

proviennent aussi d'"affects" Prés personnels. Dans le manuscrit
qu*il m'a soumis, B. semble d'&tre surtout »réoccupé de maintenir
les distinctions, divisions, dichotomies fondementales de 1l'@tre,

en combattant les "unificateurs" ou "brouilleurs", y compris an gé-

néral tous les charlatans et sophistes modernes. Ses bétes noires
particulidres sont leg relativistes et pragmatistes, ainsi que
Russell (qu*il croit &tre "Sir" B.R.), Jeans, Einstein (le temps
comme "dimension additionnelle de l'espace").

Mon impression globale, aprés aveir lu (avec grand plé&ir)

o0 ,
170p» de 5;9: c'est en tout cas un ouvrage de haute valeur, ren-
fermant beasucoup de vérité et de sagesse, excellent dans ees in-

tentions, trés original dans le# sens essentiel et désirable, puis-

sant dmaxxx dans l'analyse et l'argumentation, écrit en trés bon
- allemand malgré quelques howlers étomnants. Défauts: cela sent

pourtant l'autodidacte et. le Ietyré; rédondances imitiles; manque

d'articulation assez pénible; trés peu de connaissance de le Sco-

lastique.

4.Conclusion provisoire. Vous me direz: Alors, pourquoi ne stest-il
pas »longé dans St. Thomas? Qu'il aille de faire, avant de philo-
sopher! Et vous (Kolnai) de méme!- Vous n'avez nullement tort per
se, mais apparemment il y a des difficultés (@sychologiques, his-
Toriques, techniques.....) de ndtre cdté; d'ailleurs, ceux chez
qui ces difficultés sont les moindres (Maritain, Mortimer Adler)
ne sont pas nécessairement les meilleurs parmi nous. Je ne peux
pas avoir un Basset; cependant, j'apsrécie le Chat et je rends
grace au Ciel que tout petit animal domestique ne soit pas, p.ex.,
Pékinois ou XXX ScotBh Terrier. Il vaut mieux etre penseur sco-
lastique intégral qu'autre chose; mais, mon avis, il vaut mieux
8tre penseur "vivant" en lutte contre l'ennemi essentiel de ce
que représente St-Thomas (ennemi "vivant" ou périmé) que
n'étre que Scolastique sans @tre penseur ("Philosophie"sorienta—
tion dans les chapitres et subdivisions des textes, avec appareil-
lage acquis pour "éliminer une difficulté"); qufabandonner le ter-
rain, eutomatiquement, aux modernes "vivants", i.e. virulents;
ou, ce qui me semble etre le pis, que servir l'esprit p. exc. mo-

derne sous un désguisement thomiste.
/\. W staeos

X1, 6, 134 de o Fronialenie

de {odre sorialy et Adid oy nebove..
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