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This lstter will open with a quotation from ‘yoursy ‘#¥or monthe
I have been intending to write to you, but it seems that there is al~
ways somethlng pressing to do wvhen I am at my degk?y - 2 .. -t T

But that would not be giving you.the whole truth, "1 have been

doing things about this anewer, —Many years ago I wrote 8 paper for the

ACFAS on the first polnt you ask me about.'-1-cantt £ind the darned =
thing. I don't remember the solution.: I wonder whether {% was any good.
But it might have besn a starting-point: for a new discussion. 1211 have
%o do without 1t and get down to .St.Thomas' text prout jacedt. = .l
I presume you refer to the de Coels, B.1,L.2, nne7 & eq.  You will
note that he speaks of ®probare demonstrative esse solum tres dimensiones”,
and not merely "esse tres dimensiones”, for'each of thn three dimensions,
are given {intuitively and defined as first principles.  Now the question.
arriges; could there be more? “Doss mathématics have to stop mt three?
Then he refers to Ptolemasue!. argument. If this arfument vere valid, . -
then we would have demonstrated implicitely that neither can there bs
more than thmee in nature.. Howaver, if mathematics conld conceive a
fourth, eay, then {¢ would still belong to experience to teach us whe-

ther there is a fourth in nature. Vhen % eay “%to-expertance®,’ I am taking

expsrience in the broad sense, 1.e. aa comprising slso that to which we
must concluds in order to save experience proper. T
Now mathematics is not confined to ‘three-dimensional continuums.
But it should be noted that when we go bayond them, we have to do away
with pur intuitive representation of smace which allows only three,
If 1 only had that paper before me I could tell you more ‘clearly that
a mors than three-dimensional continuum is a’'dialectical censtructon’,
It involves the notion of limit. (Take a look at n.9, bt "rertium..."
of the same lesson). That thisi trus you can learn from the batter
physicists, who will ineist that when they speak of a fouredimensional _
continuum, they do not mean four spacial dimensions, but thres of apace

and one of time. However, the four must ba taken together in the sense . .
that no event can be descridad bus in termg of all thosd cocrdinates an




taken - togethor an one insoparabla boldorklats' But. und dias 1a nct
without importance;. that may affect.tha very. etruaturo “of ytur three
dimensions of 8PA0G. . I8 m&ght. for 1natance, colve. your :space, no®

{n: the intuitive lonso - wo.cantt rapreuant to ourselves a.coived space
except through a kind ot mataphore. as.vhen ®ddington. talle you- to look
at your image on a polished door kok.. (¥st autem valds notandum that

1 don'$ want to pronounce myself on curved space. It certalnly remaine
a double_ hypthesis. (a) Can.it, lezitimately, be applied to the phy-
gical world? (b) If eo, 4t still remains a hypothesis in the ordinary

sanse. The first hypothesis (a) may involve a contradiction methodolo~ .

gically, as when we posit. some hypothesis which i3 later found out to

involve a contradiction, although it seemed so save the appearances;

the second does save the known appearances, although not definitely. _
Does your d{fficulty about tha ens per accidens follow from this:

. Risibilitas est ens per accidens quia non est ipsa hominis essentiag

ergo homo risibilis est ens per accidens? Then I answer{ ins psr acei-

dens seu ens per aliud est duplex; unwa proprium, aliud commune. Pro- -

prium est quod non potest abesse, ut risidilitas quae sequitur neces-

sario ex ipsa hominis essentla, a.v. habent connexionem por se ita

quod s{ datur unum, datur et aliud, et si¢c habent unam generationem,

‘Aliud accidens est commune, ut musicus in asdificatore; asdificator

enim non est musicus in quantum aedificator: gzenerato asdificatore,

non ganeratur musicus, nec ® conversot non habent per se connsxionen,

nec unam generationem. Unde quamvis rationale et risidile sese habeant

ut essentia, et quod est extra essentiam et in alic, scil. in rationali,

tamen, quia connexio eorum est per se, homo risidilis es% ens per, et

unum per se. Unless of course you rastricted "ens per sat and "unum

per se” to that which is such "omnibus modias®, that &s, {dentical,

In other words, risibile ie a per se accldens. . .
1 hope all thils dcesn't make you even more unhappy., Now the third

point. HcCoy will have finished his acholarity bvefore ths opening of our

.acadenic year, If his thesie is not ready, he can finish that in se.Pauly.

His plang are to go back to St.Paul. DNoes that mean you may be frea?
1 hope Kocourek!s coming won't prevent you. You must manage to spsna a
year around here.

I too have reasons to be unhappy. Our Dionne is in none too good
shape., He had to drop all work several weeks ago, and may not resume
his teaching until next fall, unless ke improves considerably before
the summer session. He hasweak lungs and coughed all winter. It'm in
the family. Enowing what Dionne mesns to me, you'll understand.

Yiow about the last point, You and ¥cCoy are pretty darn goodi
Koecourek may turn out all rikht; Dulac {s promisasing, and Y understand
you have more good students in prospect. That means that you cpuld
start from scratch and have a really well cnordinated bunech. Would 4%
have to include myself? I don't know. I don't .say no, Other things come
up. Yhatever it is, I'll do the thing the common gzood ssems to require.




