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: N : Course given by Doctor C. De Koninck.
Notes taken by: : ’ Dean of the Faculty of Fhilosophy.
Lucile Thibault

Pnuosa'w? ‘ox HATURE

ON TF{S HA‘?URE UF com'mamm CoT :
1st Course

The p‘f'oblem of montinmney wil‘ compriaa five mrﬁst»

1., HIT3I6S, Book I, on Chance snd E‘ox'hme' (b-ierly) S

2s The logieal aszpect of Contingenoy, hwing oursalves on the mmwm;
3. Then, from the motavhysieal point of views

L From the moral point of visw; and, Zinally,

Do yrite orisfly Conti BRNCY f';em the thgolodesl point oi‘ iav.

Cf. The Basic YWorks of Ariztotls, cdited and with an inurodvzctim b:r Iu.cward
YeKaone
;(.LUIGS’ Beolr n’ oh- ?Dt" e ,!e (Dpo ..:l?""/ 4")

<

EM. 2,2, Hardle and ”’.F’. Taye trsnslnte a.u'ra,u_.a.'rat) by Bspontanaity®s

T 7T 7T T +hioywud Chande, o:mxs, 1o better;7ixy means Fortune or Lucles - Foz' them, ®Chan-
‘ee" shauld b mad as “?c*'tunc" tar thy wost part. :

hy iz *hers a tmnfmt of Portums and *umce in t!'&n HYSTCS? -
ook IT {9 concoarmad with the principles of nature s ond Book I.was ccmcamed
with ths princinles of the mibjeet of the seinuce. Pook IT is no% af the
principles of the subjeet of the scilance, but of ths m-j.miplms of ths sci-
cnee. itsells In chapters 1, 2 and 3, iristoble treats of doborminate causes.
In mture, zoms things are due to no detorminste ounses, but rather to
1nuet»arz&inat~3 crused. Thers are anouvgh things Toaused! by chnnge to warrant
asn mve.)til,,a.tmn of it. ¥a matb detoruing Wb are Fortung and Chance, in
vhat do they dffer and ‘mvr do they fit into the varloas Hinds of omsasy

The questisn ¢ Can thingmy ooour 1:1 Aaties wWalol nre nob dine £o
daterminate s.ouses? belangs in S0k Il. .oroana and Change, cnys Avisictle,
are mumpbcred ancng the caus

Wy do v ireat of Fortune and "'*mcn in that order nut&nd of
ureaan of M.mc.x Lraz, or even botter, treating tho zoumon . *’rma first?
Fortune is 2 kind of chance found $1 mmn sffairs. But, iz s a
treati.m o naturay «°. w8 sovald first exandne u“%’lcb in nathrny ory in
Jenaraly prescinding from ‘;;Zrm m'X'ci.m.s, Chanes amd Tortuns, Bub Avistotle
':z‘p'r-.'?iks firet of Fortunas ‘ruxo Xl adtbuatrod . Tha r% 1008~ Fortuns 19 the
find of Chonce tattor imewn to us, Im exnniniag Ghance in na Wire, we GO o
in tae 1lght of Fortune, the kind of Chance wo kmow begbt. Tha re-szon ig
icad nos, extrihcic to ths t"eatim ag cuche

Fortuns (betisr kwnown tum Casus as gen ms) | Man
Casus 3 | - _ © ANTHAL ¢ -

Casa SR ’ ' Animal

(’Ehe namo of zanus somtima bacoms the name of spavies).
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- -think -of the first- attribute of “divint ty anong the Groeeksi “INCCRAS PTIBILITY.

name sy

THE EXISTFHCE AND CAUSALITY OF FORTUNE AND GHANCE: B

Not too long ago most philosophars as well as most scientists held
that all was dus to per se causelity and thought chance was @ way of saying ©
we were ignorant of per se causes, The objection is raised that chance events
are caused by some event or action that is done for @& purposse. A chance evenbi
Socrates goes shopping and mests his dsbtor, Can this be reduced to ths oY s .
canse of his golng shopping? - t@%y philesophers could offer such an. axplanation..
Ancther objegilon is that the philosophers never mentioned oy bottor, nover . . .
Tformally trested of fortune and chance J the implication i& that they realized .
that they do not exist. They held the cbocure o be olear; so too do many - ..
today, eege, Daacertqa.,-Empedpoles. uses chance and contingency 4in a plnch,
but does not study i1t3 this is trus of Hegel, as well. Bmpedoclos ascribes
a great deal to chance, a.g, the parts of animals.

Another inconsistency that Aristotle raises in that people will atiri- .
tute the vortex tu chance, and the plant- end animal order to mind bosause of
the order widch exists in these ordors, i.e., olive sead - olivs tree; human
sead - mumsn being, ) , S . S

The Anclents held that #he hoavens were "divine"; hers, we showld ... . . |
Extrome vezularity, Bven todny astronomy is the most oxaci of the sclences
whereby eclipses can be foretold centuries beforo they happen. Dut the most
regular things would above all seem to have a determinate cause yat sous
have ascrited them to chanca, (8ophocles was one greek who recognigsd the
role of fortune in life 3 = §f, Oedipus Rex). Aristotle often quotes a post
in the eatablishment of a srinciple. : - : :

A further objection states that fortuno is indged a cause, but is
inserutabls to humen underetanding, Othor believe that fortune 18 a couse,
but is a4 mystery. ¥e can understand Portune s 1ta nature, in wniversali, lmt
this leaves us just as mich in the dark before any singular fortuitous event.
We mst distinguish + we can wndorstand the. nature of foritune and chiance; but
ve still be baffled in a partienlar tase, to determino that this cr that is
by c¢.ance or not,

#hat are chance and fortune? There do they £it in the divieion of
the modss of causes? (Chapter l). . _ : R

Foculty of Philosophy, Laval Univarsity, 24, Ste-Foya Road, s:;-uébac; s
'-.’,’@dnesday, from I: to © Fedsy duly lsta 1953, . :
. . . . L - T
2nd Course

Cf. FHYSICS, Book II, chapter 5. (pp. 2LL-216),

"First then we observa that some thinga always come to PABBasess #
Those things that happen always or for tha mOst part are not due Lo chanca.
Thinik not of nature, but of human affairs, bsocause they are Letter known te us.
Bvente c¢-n be seen in a threefodd divisions (1) those that happen always, or
ut in pluribus, and consecusntly, (2) those that happen ut in paucioribus er
raro. There is no demonstration here; merely a pointing cut to identify the




Second paragraph 1 ancther divisions (3) those happen by luck or. .
fortunss Among the things that happen rarely, some we attribute to fortuns.

cr; Ih'II Physicorum Aristotalis - comé\mtaria by aandti Thomap = Leason VI,
‘0os 8+ (ppe 26-27 do 1tCpuscule nmo, 112), . . : L

' Rither some things are rot willed for their own sake, Wut for some-
thing else as means and ultimate end; or, we can understand tila division ast
somathings are done delibaratel}z » othors indeliberately., When wo know the end
we do this for the sake of, This raises a loultys 8 not ewry agent ast
for an end? If we consider this as a division betwsen things that are delib~
erate and things that are not, we do not violate tha principle, Indsliberate
things are not for an'end 1n the sanse that no end is specifiecally intanded

vhen .they are dons, such.as idady soratching oneds bteard.

' Seme things that happen ut 4in paucioribus can be for the sala of somo-
things if we lknew, we would have acted for the end, It happens vt in panciori-
bus that I find a treasure in my backyard. But if I lmeow a treasure wore there,
I would dig for it. As it is, I dig for water and £ind the treasure. :

We‘imenr that a cause 18 accidsntal 1if it is not por -se the cause

- "”“““’—"s°m°thingr“a3‘When'thﬂ"4&utﬂ-Playar“bﬂilda—a“hbﬁuér‘uaﬁ;"ﬁhéﬁ"gjﬁéf’éé“ggﬁgé““’“

is the accidentsl cause of somsthing which has the naturec of an end, it is
a_tortuiious ozuse. Ihe ilute~player DUilds a house, IL 18 a5 a buillder Tessen—

- O 8 .
tial cauce)} the flute-;layer is an accidental canse of the per ea offact.

’ Up to "To resume thon; vhen a thing of this kinde,e." - Ws have the
impression that every accidontal determination of ths agont 18 an ingtance
of fortune. But now we ses that whan.a per s cause is the acoldontal cause
of that which could be dons as an end, = we have chance or fortuna., The gvent
must have ths nature of a good to bs pursued or an evil 4o be avoldad.

There are two kinds of mccidental causes, Mot avery' per accidens
cause is fortuitous, though every fortuitous canse is accidentul. Pinalisy
makes the difference.

(1) = per aceidsns ex parte causas § the union is in the cause -« ths housew
builder is the por se causs of the house;
he happens to be a flute-player. So, per
accidens, .the flute-player is the cause
of the house. This 18 not fortune«

(2) - per accidens ex parte affectus s the Joining io in the effect, - 1.0,

- the effact of his per sa causality is
joined to soms other effeet, as when the
house~builder builds a houss, and the
family who moves in it, has a quarrel
that results in a broken homg. The houspe
builder s per accidens the Qausa of the
discord. In thls case, if tha aceidental
‘effect has the nature of an end, i% is
fortuitous. Finallty mast enber in, or it
1s not fortuitouse - '

Eian




80, the accldental evant can be constdered either ax parte causae or
exX parte effectns, "Musicus sedificat" - causa .per accldens ex parte gansans .
no question of chance or fortune. But, when some thing happens to the effect
which is intended per se which im not intended per se - than thare ¢zn be-
quastion of chanes or fortunes Otherwlse 4t will not differ from CAR8A PAr R0
cldene like mmsicus aedificat. Begsy I intend this and in achieving it eome-
thing happens which I did not intend and which affocts me as a good or evil.
This must be something which happens rarelys 1f it happens for the most part
one cannot preseind from it as effect. I cannot gay I do not will somathing

which always or fer the most part 1s conjoined to a willed effeots -

Finality iz absolutely essential Yo chance and fortunes -

Both chance and fortune are in the sphera of things done for an ends
this is essential. Where something cceurs accidently widch doasn'b. effect ms
as a good ar an avil - it is not a fortuitous event, BeZey Socrates doss not
Gars %0 have his dobt paid, we won't eall it "fortuna® to maet his debtor,

80 now, W can lay down two conditions for an event to bo fortuitous,
or casual, as the ease may be (wo may note here that FORTUNE happens to a free
agent acting fraesly; CHANCE teo an enimal opr plant or inanimate bsing or to a

-~ - -~ —-child or imbecile)s -~ - il

1. 1t must be an ends a zood to be aﬁtainad or an evil to be avoided.

2+ it must happen ut in paucioribus (rarely). If it happens for ths most part, .
even thoush accidentally, tha per se and per acclidens, ars ag onsj we
cannot have the one without the other, no matter what is ocur intention.
Though we drink whisky to curs a ©0ld, knowing that 1t rofjularly makas us
drunk, we are not blameless for our drunkanness, on acocunt of this unity.

Fortuna 1s causa per se, aeilng es a causa per aceidens 3 Socratas
who, for example, is fortunate, bedause he is the cauwsa per accidens.

Cf. “he Rasic Works of Aristotls by Richard ¥oKeom, page 245, line 197 a 8.

We tsond to view fortune gs outside the Per se cause, Thera are .ood
reasons for considering fortune as something external, irrational, divine, as
we shall seas. s

Lnfiriity and indefiniteness ars quite assaential 'to chanca, This ine
determinateness c¢an ba oonsiderad‘in two wayes1 ' :

~(a) - ex parte causae § the infinity of poseible purposes to which the sams
chance event may ccour - an ordsr, of gourse, of the
more and less likely; tui not in Socratest intention,
Socrates goes to the market place in order to buy
something dafinite (potatoes) - as an accidental
effect, ho meets there his debtor, Tha parposss hs
may have in mind are "infinite®, He might have gone
thers for amy muber of rezsons. :

KT

(b) - ex parte effectuss Wnat may happen to Socrates by acoident? - 4n infinity -

- -~ -———— -of things can happen. If they were limited and ona




could know thaom pragtically, one wuld naver be
“exposed to chances - LS BEr e

Gfs In II Miysicorum Aristotelis, « Commentaria by eancti Thoiae - Lassin VIrI,
19y 9+ (pe 27 do 1'Cpusoules no, '112), : ' '

: There mist be a dasirs en the part of the agent for those goods which
happen beesnse of fortuna, Causy par accideng in his Qe fiunt ad propositum
FORTINE. Saint Thomag glves a definition of fortune & causs per accidens eorum
ae sunt propter aliguid, Then, he brings up a point that is not in Aristotle:
"Portuna ot intsllectus sunt olrea fdom¥, The infinite intellect will be in
no way subject to chance and fortune. So, only God - the infimite Intallect
18 above change and fortuna, C .

The greater the knowledme ang 300
Jeet to chance ang cortuns., The morg exparience we 0L, Lhe
subjected to fortunes The caildren are mora oxposad to accident becausa they
hnve less experienca. ‘ o ' S

Faculty of Fhilosophy, Laval University, 2
Toirsiny, Srom b 4o © Jaly 2nd, 1953

3rd Course

Gf. In II Physicormm Aria*‘cotéiia, ~ Commentaria by sanctl Thomae ~ Lesson VIII,
- Roe 10. (pe 27 do 1'Opusenla noy 112), . : S

Yévers Bt licet ea tantum *sese " The divine Intellect is in no way
subject to chance and fortuna. Fortung is g sign of limitation of intelligence.
Evon the limited experionce of which we ars capable zives a certain fraedom
from the easual and fortuitous, Whatgver bappens in crestion happens by Godts
wille If there are fortuns and chance in ereation, they ars under the control
of God,

But, this raises a problem:

Questions Is ignorance, unforesaeablenesa, unpmdietabi]ity edsantlal to for-
tuna? o : '

Ansver 1 YES, Another can forcses my fortuitous happening, but if T foro see.
1ty it is no longer fortuitous, Henece, the mataphysical problems
How csn the fortuitous avent Le foreseen and not lose its fortuitousg
character? - God's foreknowledge (God desg net strictly foresee)
6f the future contingent of which fortuitous events are the extrems
Capgase . N o . .

Cf. The Basic Workys of Aristotle, page 245, lina 197 a 8.
BRIt is necassary, no doubt, that tha LD DT P

In the cense in wnich wo are taking chance and fortune, there 48 no
chance ™n the striet sonse® in ames of chanos (jsux do hasgrd); but ‘there
i8 a certain caparability, The provablii Ty of —ﬁnning*ﬁ;afs]:iglithtﬁiu Tarae

[




Actual ignorance or what 12 going to happen ig essential to Inck or
chance, Chance is an acclidental caumas Portune 1ig not o causa por se. Fortune,
as such, 1s the gauss of somathing definite, tut got g Por 8o cause of somgw-.
thing definite. Chance 1s contrary to rula, is irrational,

There ig 3 certain order of things which may happoned to us by chanca.
Some of them are mora probable than ths others. Somo agcidental causes are more
relsvant thgn othars. . e - S ‘

Cf. Physios, Book II, chapter 6, (pps 2h6~21:7)
THE DIFFSHENCE BETYEEN FORTUNE AND GHANCE:

Chance 1s the wider term. In insmimate things there are limited causes
too. There migt be chanca there too, N o

Every fortuitous event is from chance, but not Vics varsa. Soms fore -
tuitous events in tha Past migt be responslbla for our existoncas Wo spealk. .
of fortune only "3 propost of intslleatual beings. Chance bolongs 1o tha sube
fuman worlds (When Aristotle says "lowor animals" he does not use that term . . . _ |

_ in the %gnle, ¥Ry in.which wo-uge It Sedyys W refers to all animals - thai are.’
not menj. ’ . E ‘ :

It is easy to give examplss of chance in animals and even plants,
but it becomss exceedingly difficult in the raala of the fnanimate nature,
tocanse wo don't imow enocugh abont the appetite of the inanimate world, What,
for exsmpla, is the sood of & rock? Nevertieless, one is sura .of the existence
of citance in the inanimats realmy for oms reason bacauss it is question of
limited cauges, ' o - a , -

dappiness, as such, cannot cceur for animslse dny animal 1s cépabla
of pleasure and pain,

He can posit iwo requirementss
1. What happens by chance must bg of dasirabls naturg.

2. It must be extyinsic to the par se -cause, as an effect. What was done, and
resulied in the chanee effect, was not dono for g capual purpose. iad it had
that purposes it would haye bean *in vaipn s in that thera ig no rational
connoction between ths czuss and the effagt. . : R

Cf. Physios, Beok II, chapter &. (page 246, 1ine 197 b 17),

The iripoed's finality 43 with reforencs to “he man finding it ready
t2 be sat on. Whan Ariptotle gave the example. of +he tripod, he referved it
to the end of man, Thig was for clarity of the example, - and. did not maan that
every inst-nce of chanca in inanimate nature must ba referred to the good ef
& higher order, This points up the faot that it ig extremely difficult if pot
impossible to point to any single event in nature ag casttal, :

The meeting of the debtor-1s extrinsic to the purpose t}mmamhad in o
“Faculty of Phllosophy, Laval University, 2%, Ste-Foye Road, Québac.
Friday, L to 5 P.X., July 3rd, 1953,

=y oy e e L e -




2 CASTS v edrd s aaroly” the achievemant Tas

in mind constantly That % ¥ are aceidenta

o Ltt?- Qourso

" The tiing intended pef:"sé'xéay or' may not happen with the chance
avent, ‘ . D : A

[T mﬁy comiaara the ,T‘Vaih!' and th{s *Qasxkal".

"In valn® - the greek aaya, udan)g win yainw,
: auTotumatndy Casus Or chancas

EIA&IF’LL"::'Soczrateh goes to tha mari‘cét,placa o buy poiatws. But,
there, no potatoes are. His acuivity has been "vain®, - but this is not "in
vain® § he meets hiz dobtop, o _ -

1e The VAIY ¢ what 13 done and results in a chance event would have baen.
. dong "in wvain® if dene expressly for that purpose,
For se vamm 3 somstilng comes about not as a result of purposa~
ful actions ™o purpose was not achleveds What was intendad
did not happaen, .

: ot.purz;osad. Somath::.ng is dona
for a purpose but somathing elsa happens, Here what was unot
intonded happened. The stone that f-11s on a man = 1s by chanca.

cLs Physics, Bock II, éﬁgpter be (page 2L7, line 197 b 35).

Whon we distinguish chance from forbune as one specles from another,
ve distinguish them az an extrinsie versus an intrinefe principle. Tha differw
ence lnvolved is bstween nature on the one hand, and intellset and will on
the other, Things which are from fortune are from an extrinsie causa - Lrom
intellsct,

Intelligence always is an extrinsic prinoiple of that vhich it
offectst as mind to the "objet diarth, Bub nature is an intrinsic causc. (we
dgest by nature, but we do not write by natars), . .

Something eontrary %o nature is abtbributed to chance, EYAMPEE: 4
cat with two heads., ¥ature could not intend bhat. - o

The oruse of the tezgug® ig internal, intrinsic, while tho causs
of the “Yortune" is extcrnal, extrinsic {to what he had in ming),

o Natura is an tntrinsie causej
Art 13 an axtrinsic causes

‘Intelleot and will aiffer from maturs. Bub generleally, svery chance
event is extirinsic to the per se intention Or purpose,

That kind of causality do chanee and fortuns have? - We must kaep
] : ¢ causes, Thay are
reducible to efficilent cavsality beosuse an agent may be sn accldantal causs.

The szgent intands something and acts for it, Accldantally the chance event

;ccmﬁarbonvtr.—so-rehanaa—tsfanﬁ'mﬁni"ta—oauaa in the germms of causa movens,

mt & causa por accidens,




But, you cannot prescind from finality in these matiers. Chance is
also in ths realm of final causality. The chance event must be of such naturg
that we would have acted for it, did we know it were possible. .

} Two orc.hr;z of causality are nacessary for a’rxandes that of finglity
and that of efficient. In most text books, CHANCE is dealt with only 1m terms
of efTiclent eausalilyt an acoidonial efficient causes chance = but good and '

ovil mst figure in, essentially mcesgw We are accidenially infinite dauses,
bsczese our per se .ca ty 1s limiiad, If we are sxposed to fortune ov. .
msfortane 1tts becauss of the limitation of cur candality« In otheriterngy

we mis! conslder the problem in the light of good or evil, Cur per ss caneality
is g0 lmited that ¥e can be per accidens causes of fortunes Something fortuitous
happens 0 us whon we are cauea per se of something else. Prrtune supposes '
intelligence; casus supposes actien for a good. Things thot are by cihance maot
first be by intelligences Wo owp our existencs to chanecs, but chanca presupposes
nature, ‘

‘ . If we take &ll the natural causes togathor, is there still chance?
Is an "onsemble® of limited causes unlimited? The "ensembls" is still subjeet
to chances If an "engemble® of limited causes is s%4ll limited as an “ensemble®

the reenlt will s3ill ba.chanca. One mist have a universally oreative intalleet - -

to be abovo chance and fortune, To be a per accidens cause one mst Iirs: be
.2 POT 82 CiusSe : - o

. TXAMFIE ¢ The mliiplicity of bullotss perfoctly reconcillible with
_the finality - kill the ducks

Because they presuppese finality, fortums and chance Prosuppose intel-
loct, i.ce, before amything can happen by fortuns or chanco, things misb happen
first by intellsct. . : .

Yo may ccnelude from the Physics, then, that if thore seems to be
chanee and fortune in nature, 1% is bacause of the limitabion of causes,

=yl oon Gron Jure Grom

Le mouvement naturel de l'arbre, nous lfattribuons ) un principa intée
rieur & lfarbre. La causs de 1l'4vénoment casuel o'est précisdment Gatte nature,
mais en tant que limitée. Ells est exposéis au hasard en tant que "limitden,

Tout n'ast pas scus 2on contrdla. o : '

Hotre crupalité est limitée. Des chosas peuvent se produire constage
rent, lesguellas sont en dehors de notre contrdle. Hotre connaissanes est lie
mitées Il faut consldérer que dans notre cxpérience, nous saums consbamment
exposés & la fortme bonns ou mauvaise, et cala en reison do la fintitude de now
tro connzlssance. : S

Un accldent se produit, Je suis “sans lo vouloir® la cause fortulte
de cet accidenis Lo rés:ltat est pourtant réel, - mais quelle ast la nature da )
ma causglitd? - Je suis la cause aceidentclle de cot événemant. Je n'ai pas vous
lu ca résultat, jo ne suis pas couse per se, car je n'ai pas azi en tant quta=
genb libre; ja nlai fait cus subir los conséumences da ltacoidente




: Ce qui est caractéristiqus do-la wvolonté de Dieu, o'ost do vouloir,
¢'@tre causa per so d'une cause accidentells, et par 11 causa per se dlun e
vénement accidentel. Dieu est onuse de 1'8ire tout ontior, laquel ge.divies
‘en "nécegsaire” oi en. Scontingont®, Rlen n'ast contingent par rapport & Meu.

Sepposons. in nmaltre qui, & 1'insu l'un de l'autre, envole deux de
ses serviteurs quersllewrs & un endeoit précie, afin quiils aiont l'occasion
- da vider leurs querslless Parrapport eu. maltre, - la rencontre des deux sor—
- vitours nlest pas fortuilej tandia qus pour les servibeurs, = ofest par Mhagard?
utils se trouvent face d face. Ie maltre est borné dans sa causalité parce
que l'un das serviteurs suraii pu 8tre empBohé de:poursuivre s route.

Lorsquten parle -d'événsment fortult, - 1l faut lo rapportor 3 un a=
gen% qul n'an connglt pas le résultats I1 faut que ce soit imprévu pratiques~
mant, L : ‘

En réoumds CHANCE sa dit das Birss irralsamables, Esje, un chien
vient au monds avec cing pattes. Un dib commundmens: cet animsl nla vraiment
Fas eu de chancea _ - oo o C

_ FRTUNE se dit das 8bres raisonnables qul azissent en wvue dlune fine. . . .

Facnlly of FPhilesophy, Laval University, 2%, Ste~Foye Read; Québaac,

. Sth Courgae
Cf. PEAL HURMENRIAS, "Qn Intsrpretatlon, chapter 9. {pps L5-L8).
There are five divisions of the emunciations

1. one based on UNITY 1 simply one, or one by conjunotiong

2. by reascn of JUALITY affirmative or negatives

3e by reason of QUANTITY s universal, particular, indefinite, singulars
te by reason of the MATIER 3 impossible, possibla, nacessary.

'Cf, Ibld., chapter 9, chapter I,

Aristotle will insist on the point that the fature proposition
bearing on singularsg cannot be determinatively tiua or f£alse. Otherwise,
everything vould be predeterminad,

L .. [ necessarisg . .
LY MATERIA t{ impossibilia '
‘ possibilia ¢ (We mist nmote that in regzard to the Sth
« division, the term “possible® mist be
distinguishad 3 there is a possible which
1s opposad to the impossible, and a pos-
sibls opposed to tie necessary)s -

5%

God 1e possible a8 oppossd to Lmpostible. IL Ha is impossible be
could not possibly bs. God is absolutely nocessaria.

e ~~~~'~mwf’ff*ffirPOSSifbla—caafbeﬂpredicabla—offevezn;*aha;ngva—trmmubj;11r~f e
S ~ to necsasaria ()




/

/
/
/
/(%) - necessaria conmvertible with "cantingency?t,

In the first sanss "possibla® 18 a gerus, and can be predicsted of
everything except that which is impossible, The second is a spacies, and can -
sald only of those things that are not nacassary, It can be sald only:of that -
which gt the same tima has tha capabllity of elther being or not being. L.es s
hic et mune a thing may either bo or not be, happen or not happan, To-morrow,
whan it happens, then tha possiblility oxists o more, I can sit or not sit, Fut
whan I sit, T camnot stands (although at any time I may ceass 4o gity and bagin
standing). Wo must detarmine whether such -a possibility exists or not, .

Socrates shall dis becmise 1t seems imposslblo that h be 4mmortal, His
death is possibla, yet 1t 1s nacassary. . S

_Secrates my be killed by a gar i possible

In a waek, Soorates is killed by & car : becomss necessary.

In there euch a thing as a possible as oppased bo necassary? - Aristotle
will def-nd this, hero. ; : .

‘Paragraph 2 ¢ "When the rubject, however, 18 1ndlvidual esese”

" 3 % "Thup, if 1% 18 true t0 SaFesees ¥
‘The third paragraph seems to give us the improssion that all propoat tions
(even of the future) are $rue or false. . R
In the text, Aristoile uses fortuns as the gemis. Thare 1s no co:i'criz—
diction. In the Eihics, the gemus takes the nsme "fortune®, for cur principal

conpideration is human zets. In Paysics, where our principal considsrition is
nataral acts, the genus tnkes the name Ychance'. '

fortuna
IN THE PHYCICS 3 CASUSs) - .
025085 + In the Phiysics, we are concernad with

fgasugily -

F¢rtune - Hara, wa arw conserned with Tortunal.
IN THE BYHICS ¢ FORTUNA L :
: . © [ecasus

Tha connection in Saint Thomas to this passage 15 3 .

Cf. In PRI JTMENEIAS Avistotalis, - Commshtaria by Saneti Thomse , BooksT, s
Lesson XIII, nos 8 and 9« (pps 58~59 ds 1'Opuscnle no. 101).

Saint Thomas explains how Ari,‘stot}.é procedss in this paragraph. If -

e{rery affirmation or negatien fn faturs things bo trus, then ‘gverything 13 nace
o8zary. ' . 7 ' - - A

Saint Thomas zives us two dlvisionst

~ Lo = A DIVIBION OF CONTINGTNCY. a cagu

There are threo kinds of continzencyslex electione - things dapend apon ciolce.
8x natura ~ hold only for the most part

a pluribusg,




G

.. These three kiands of cantingonucy: would be excludad if 3 broposition

“

affirmative or negative, - somathing of the future were necessary,

ena I says "Today I shall give a logture® = tha truth or falsehood
of that, today, dogs not dapend on the reality of the truth te-morvow, It is
the mest probable today, It refars to-determinats will. The. propasition does
0ot mean more than thate If it is true that "C shall cdve a lecture to-morrowt
then - the contrary could not be possible, . P

i Ghen a ihing has a being in the prasent, then wa say a thing is btmma
ar not, When we says a thing that is to be, 1% hao not its belng yet« If w
¢an soy seuething about it that is trus now, then it is tris about somathing
it is nowe What it has now 48 its cause. S0, it is trus in its cause. If a
thing is predsterminac in 4is cause to be or nob ta be, then, wa can hove a
proposition daterminatoly true on false concerning the future,

2¢ = A DIVISIW CF UCY A THING OAN BE PRESUNT IY ITS CAUSES

a=- eXx pecesgitate
b= ut habet inclinationem

..... .

A little explanation of the second division mighi helps

a=~ ox nacassitatet it must hapyen and cannot fail. of thoss things we can say
that they will bo in the future, and the statemsnt is true. Eege, Socrates
i1l diﬁt B .

G- by way of inclinatlons The thing shouwld happen and probably will, but
- nevorthelass it may failp - :

¢ purs in potentias Hers it is ad utrumlibet - 1% could Just as well come
sboul as not.coms ezbouts It makes no difference. ' ' '

Howy the first of these give us rnecessary thingsj
the second gives us centingency ex paturag and
the third zives us contingency ex elactiona.

raculty of Pailosophy, Laval University, 2%, Ste-Foye Ro.:td, Québoc,
Monday, from L Poie, Jul tSB.

The treatment of Contingency is found in the chapber 9 of FRRI HER-
Read carei‘uily this chapter, as wmll as Saint Thomas! Commantary

on 1t, Holo first that there is a possible which is perfectly compatible .
with the necessary, cince tho nocessary is possible. If that wileh 13 necesw

Bary ware not pogsible, it would have to be impossibls. But ths impossible
is that which noesssarily canpot ba. Tharafors the necessary is possible,

«Summa-Contra Gentiles, by saint Thomas dtaquing Bock III, chapter 86._

- o= purs In polentia (which we can identify with. 0% wlectlone)y - - - |




/ Cfe In PERI HERMENEIAS Aristotelis, - Commentarie by saneti Thomas , Boels ) PO

/ Fosech XiIly now 1 (paga 59 de' L'0puscrule nos 101 o

/ : U0 nodoesess ¥ Bffocks necessarily cantained in their Gausesj of

/ which effects thors can be true statoments 4in the Frasent with regard to the
Dabure s "A110 modo g g, An-inelination, that is net absolute, but ong that .
¢an failj the predatermination of inclination s 4 Prepondarance of ona altere °
native but not to the exclusion of the othere This is the ¢aga of nature. It :
is true to 8ay of thase taat they will ba, 1f wa are comizant that 4 is only

igh probability. In other lernss ww can gay - o e shall ba' with truth but p

“1ertiesasc.oft ax eloctiona. How cogs thig division in ne., 11
corpare with that in no, 9 7 '
: , . S e a casm
- In LESSOY XIII, paragraph no, 9 CUNTINGINT 342, ox elestione
3s 8x natura
- In L78san X{IIT, paragraph oy 113 FOTORES :{l" 9% nNacassitate

; Y2 o maduyen - o
. - _ ' ‘ ’ 3s &% alactione

In paragraph ne, 1,.n08, 2 and. 3. ~ are contingent, But, what happaned
to tho “a cagu® mntioned in paragraph no, 97 - It is implied in Paragraph no,
11, in that the ut in pPluritus of the ex natura allows for the ut in pauciori-

bus of a casu,

Many great happenings comg about due to ehanes aad fortune, Mast we
then zttribute to chance and fortung g fecundity graator, than that of nature?
~ Hot at 411, but they show the fedundity of the Divine Omipobange viiieh can
make use of chanss snd fortupe, : : '
- (& natura {Intrinsic contingency) - Coniinzency
{a casu is in the cause. Gausa contingens
‘-nw—-..;...- .
implied) contingsntar CanEang,

X electione (Extrinsic centingency) - Contingency
, is in the effect, : :

{a fortuna implied in the imparfoet agens a PO~
posito),

TE0 MATY CRNERA OF coum NIHCY ¢

n

"Watura est pPrincipivm aorug quag fiunt ub in plaribus", Naturg
succeeds only ut in pluribus, (La matnre réussit 1, plupart du tomps, mais pas
toujours, Régle générale ¢+ #lle admt le plug Souvant pour 1o moins souvant), -
Hattra, Lhen, ig an Imperfeet Gause; not completely ad umn - bacause of thig
V@ can have the extreme ¥nd of contingency that ig "ehanee®, Naturo tan ba
Cruse nt in pluribus.beﬁcause it is not ceapletely detorsdned,

Contingens ox electlione i to that ex natura ge a periect to gn ime
perfect canse., Thg ad uwurumlibat bespeals no imparfoction (the will of God ig
ad uirumlibet), (no ghould note here that all the texts en free wili opposs. |
it Yo naturs which is determingd ad wmp - but thia vad wmmpe 18 only vt in
plaritmsg, : - ' '

7 The difference between ecniingeney ex naturs and continganey ex eloge




ticne is that: the cruse of contingency ex natura is the imerfagtion of they
cauge. ifaolf windrinsic continzency. It sucoseds only ut in pluribus, but

not necessarily alwayse It iy dus %o the imporfaction of the reasen that wy o
hava this sert of causelity. If noly we never have a casue = 0 . .

/ The cquse of contintency ex electione 1mplias no imerféctim.on,-
/ the part of the causs s bub rather indetarmination on the part of tho offeat,
Thore 1s contingency in the effeot, not in the causs. This 15 oxtrinsic cone
tin;_:ency .

The cause is a very perfact ona; 1% is a free cause, a self doter—
minate ciuso, The Indsteramination s on the part of the tiing that dopenda,
Howsvar, 18 tho agent a proposite is not Gody, tut 15 a limited cause, somee-
taing can happen tc it, and this zives another Xind of contingency -~ FORTINE,

The thing common to all thase kinds of contim;&ng is possibilitaa
a8se Vol non esss, ' - ’ ‘

S0 svon 23 the agzons a proposito iz less than God, he will succeed
ut in plurdbus : 2 fortuna entars 1n. _ - f ' S

" 8aint Thomas 7ra'fé“1"5 to bothci’bhp i‘olléwina as édnting‘e'nt :

- le cansata a matura ut in pluribug;
2e causata a agonte & proposito,

porms Ty

- Gf. The Basic Works of Arletotlo, by Richard McKeon, In PMRY HERMENETAS, *Cn
Intarpretation”, chapter 9. (paze L47) .

IThese avwitward rosuliBeese.

£o In ISRI UERHTNRIAS Aristotelis, - Commntaria by sanoti Thomae, Book I,
Lesson XIV, no. 6. (page &) de 1'Opuscule no. 101).

"Deinde cum dicitesese? Those things which aro not always can be or
not be.

PROELEY 3 Gould thare be such & tiing that at one time 1t necessarily wag not
wnd now necesearlly ig? - (Note that sontingeney is a possibility
Of the contriry at the same time).

ARFLY ¢ Such a thing would be dotermined in 1%s cause and it would always
te truz to say it would ba, . - AR

Cfe Summa Conira Centiles, by Sancti Thomae, Bock III, chapter 86, (page 328).

"Aliquis’ auten forte dicat quod necesgsrinm est ut effactus cacloge
tlum corporum cempleantur, nec lamen per hoc tollitnr possibilitas a rohug
inferioribus, 00 ~uod: quilibet effsctyrs #sl in potentia zntequanm fiat, ot tunc

- dizitar possibilis, ~iardo antem dam egt 1n netu, trancit a rossibilitate in
nscessitatemy et totum hoc sublngst caelaostibus motibus; et sic non tolldtur
ruin aliquando effectus sit posslbilis, licet nseessarium sit effectum 111un

(uencdogue producis - sic oninm Albumasar, in r;:imc_libnoﬁsuiflnwtreeazcterﬁ, A —

——~ ~—defendere nititur possibile",




-

Some przople try to say t thore 1s a sufficlent possibilitas in nature
g even 17 211 is nocessary. Bege, in a necessary revolution, the earth at a given
time would be iIn potency to ancther place. Thid iz not tha natura possibillita~
tls referred to by Soint Thomas in the FERI HBRMENRIAS, The natura possibilitae
tis 1s tieo possible opposed to the necessary, not the possible compatible with
it. Posee ad esse et ad non csse - this Is the essentlial nota of contingancy.
The confusion is between ths possibls compatible.»lsh tha necessary and Lhe

posrible opposed to the neecessary,

Possible ¢ ; : $ Tinpossible

Posgible sive contingona,

Neecassary.

Possibile asse Bopposed to fhe’:ﬁéééﬁai"f‘.’r

The possible opposad o the necessary 1s that »xith which we have affaip
in contingeneys both this poseible and The necessary are included in the poasibls

opposod Lo the impossible. Haturs possibilitatiss cuod potest esse et non essa. :

Faoulty of Prilosophy, Laval University, 2%, Ste-Foye Road, Québecs .
Tuesdag;! from 4 to 5 P'Ma! Jul’g Yth! 19.'5;. :
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{th Courss

/ .~ The .effects of free agent are oontingent; the effocta of chance ‘are
_ contingent.
/ Cf. Swma Centra Gent:'!.l.eer,‘ by sancti Thomas , Dook IIT ,: chaptar 86
‘. The Baglc Works of Aristotle, by Richard McKeon 5 In PERI HERMENEIAS, '"On
Intarpretation®, chapter 9, tpa.ge 7). S

"Tet this view leads to an imposaible conslusion.e, .t

Cf. In PERI HTRATNEIAS Arigbotelis, = Gemmntsris by sancii Thomas, Book I,
Lesson XIV, no. 8. (page 6L @» 1'Opuscule no, 101).

_(Séint Thomas explained Arigtotle P he zlves the truth of Aristotla,
but clse a considerztion of his owne. He toschs Aristotle, Saint Albort makes .
Aristotlels works available), : .

Saint Thomas gives two opinionss (1) "Quidam enime ., ee® :
' (2) “Stolei voros,.,." This is tha
- opinion held by many modern Scholastics, “Both positfons could be interpratod
" correctly, but as they stand they are ambiguous, incompetens. Hypothotical
‘hecaselity "chez" Modern Thomists 1s a non-thomlsiic position. Thoy cay that
‘the laws of nalure are hypotieticslly necessary, i.o. » thoy con e inpededs
This cin e reduced o a tautology: if they happen thay will happen. Thisz ia
an extrinsic donomination cof necossilys The necessary is nod necassary bacause
1% is not impeded; becauss it is necessary 1% oannob be impadad, Many treatises
on Apologetic, in dealing with miracles, assums this pogliion. They do not
sufZiclently distinguish between the a casu and the a causa prima. "Bt ideo
alll meliussees® (nos 8, last line): is thare an ad uirunlibet in mobior? -
A rmecio ad v in naturs 1is ingecualiter ad atminlibat; as in freedom there
is an secualiter ad utrumiibet. : : : :

There 15 a possidile ad uirumlibet in matter bub more for onc glde
than the other, but the major doss not exglude the other, ~

Saint Thomss contimes in nos. 9 and 10.

Ho. 9 = In order to aceount for conbingeney, it is not suificient o consider
the potency of matter only in itself, but also the act due to which
matter has its potenciles. Bacause this act is not wiolly detormingd
v0 ons, thera is contingancy. Thers 1s but ons Caude above sonbtingency,
a8 T -c:nl see in Summa Contra Gentiles, by sanoti Thomae, Book III,
chapter 86, ' : '

Uo. 10 - If we consider the whole constellations "dane lour aensemble”, ihere is
& causa por 3. Everybthing is glways determined Lo be, Zach cause masd
have a per sc cause, '

0f, Suma Contra fentiles, by saneti Thomae » Book ITI, zhaptor 93.

Faculty of Philosophy, Lawal University, 2%, Ste-Foye Road, méhce,
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would bo necessary,

dth Course .

/ ¢f, Summa Contra Gentdles, by Sancti Thomas, Bock IIT, ohapter 93. (jagn 337).

On fzio and éoethius. A ygood uss of a bad word,

¢f, In Feri Hormenslas Aristotelis, - Commentaria by sancti Thowae, Bock I,
Losson XIV, no. 11l. (page 65 de 1'Cpuseuls no. 101).

The per sccidens doas not have a cause por sa. Tho causs will be par’
aecidons - a cause mst be praporticnate. to its effect. In noe 11 the two
previously stated positions ars mefuted s

1. "omne quod fit havet cansam® (per ss)j. .
2e "posita causa etiam sufficienti, necesse est effectum ponil,

Cf. PIIMA PARS, ﬁdestioh 15, .ar"bicia 6, - on suffictent canse.

If everything could be oxplained in terms of per se causality, all

Cfe In Peri Hermeneias Aristotelia, ~ CGommantarda by sancti Thomae, Bogk I,
Lasson XIV, no., 12« : . ~

“Puta, si comedlt sitiots si sitist, extbit domum ad blbendums ..., "

Cf. Swmm Contra Gentiles, by Sanctl Thomae, Book III, chapter 9L. (page 337),
In Peri Hsrmeneias Aristotelis, - Qommenbaria by sancii Thomae, Bocok X,
Losson XIV, nosde 13 and Ly (page 65 de 1'Opuscule no, 10L). o

Noe 13 = The reduciion of the per sceidens to the per se. The causa por accldens

acoldit causae per sejp the causa per se lg also ths causa per sceidens
but in different rospecis: Tho reductien is not identification.

Ths por go cause ls not the per se csusd of the per accidensg, This, -
because it is a Mmited por se cauge, thus unforseon vhings can arrive.
If thore 48 no aceidental oanse intormediary botwssn the per-se causs, -
there con be no accidental effsct,

Hoo 1h = "iveue Similiter nec in aliiSee.." Bven if cne knew all the caises at
the beginning of the world, he could not predict (in natuwral thinge)t
Gne can predict from the cause only that widch is necessarily
~predetermined in ths canse, Ohance 1s not canceled ont in natural causes -
not al alls Somo have sald the initial constellation 15 such thad
knoulng 1t and prescinding from free acts of men, we could predich
infalllibly. This 45 a denilal of intrinsic contingencys

If nature L8 the cause of something accidental it is not it as per se
causae . ’ o ’

Some today roduce all eamual and fortuibons events to a concursus of -
different causes - It can't ba just this kinde




In other words, —~ some reduce intrinsic contingency to an extrinsic

. be per s2 cause of somathing easual. Bege; tho cat with five lege - it is not
* with intentlion of mature «*. an zcoldent. Bub, with regard to ulterior nature,
this was p@rhaps intended, But st 11 this would not ba “fortune",

B Summa Gontm Gentiles, 'uu samti 'I.‘homae, Book III, ch&pter 92,
“Contingit autem hominieesee 7

Cfy In Peri Hermenelas Aristo‘aelis, - co'umntaria by sancti ‘I“wme, Book z, .
Lesson XIV, nos. 15 and 16s {page 66 do 1'Opusouls nos 101)s ,

Hos 15 = A fortultous evend can be foreseen to ope to vhom 4t does not happen

s can fall into determinism by predicating the ability of the mind
into naturos things are in the mind in the mode of the winds Bege,
health and sickness cannot be united in a man, but may be uniuad in
the mnd. A

== Yo 16 = The absolutel.}r Universal Cause - 0Jod =-can be the causs of the whole -
. of Being, of which one of ths first divisions is into per se et per
accidense Cod is the cavserof the TOTUS ENS,. .
MS . . T .

Por se Par aceidens

¥s mgt bo-cause of the both-bub not w-:auciﬂenm--:feaaén“ef the can-f
tingent. Ho mmst know the conmtingent,

Cf, PRIMA PARS, question 1i, article 13.
= ¥ questiom 22, article [ ad tartivm,

Faculty of Pailosophy, Laval University, 2&, Sto-Foyo Road, Québecs
o from i ¥o 5 Piay J 195 |

9th Course

Samotbing can be fortvitons with regard to the proximate, butb net
with rezard to the remots caus2i c.g», the master who sends two servanta intends
thelr chance encounter., Tho question arisest czn this be true in nature, namely
that somsthing be casual with raspec" to the proximato cnuse and not with
respact to the remote csuems? ~ In replylng, we wmust distinguisht 4is the romote
cause, intollectual®; I the romote cause is an Intelligent one, then this could
be true. But not if nature is the remote as well as tha proximate causos

An intelligent cause ean be a per se casuss of a fortuitous effect, not
becruse it 12 intelligent bub because it is limiisd. It can be the per sa cause
of a fertuitous event. Contrary gantt exist in the intelleet. The nmind is above

the cintrary and the accidental event,




3 Nature is datermined ad umm. It cannot be the ultimate per ee causo of
8 fortudtous event. Hature is not intelligent, S0, wo cannot find in nature o

¥ per se vauso of an accidental event, Nature is determined to ome thing. Any

' fortuitous event cannol be referred to & per se ¢ause, If wo want to refer -ib
te a per se cause wo must refer it to Cod.

N gy

0f, Summa Contra Centiles, by sancti Thomae, Book III, chapter 92. (puge 334).
‘Opﬂl‘tﬂtc .aut‘.‘-amu rey 8 . o |

Ons vhe acts by intellect myy be the cauze of an aceidental conmection.
Be3ey the masier who orgemizes meeting for his sssyaniss Nature, howsver, cannot |
be such a causes That 18, an intelligent agent ean intand an aceldental connpaction; @
the mind can thus unite disparate olements, If an event 18 to lose itz fortdtous }
character, we mist refor it to soms deliberabte agent for this particilar purposc.

Cfe In Porl Hermensias Ariestotolis; - Commentaria by saneti Thomas, Book I,
Lesson XIV, no, 16. (page 66 do Ll'Cpuscule no, 101)s

Ood is the per ms cause of all contdngent avents., Only .iim can be this,
_"Ejus virtuie 8clilva..ee" HOSU important, GOd 18 not walting for things Lo happens - - -
Wa met exclude God from every passivity. Ho 48 %activa', Wo eamnoi have God
expecilng something fortultous.lis virtue Ractiva" is perfectly knowmn to him.
Ile will know with parfect kmowledge “the events as necessary.

The eontingeney and necessary i within the active power of God, God's.
esse power hold everything. He is intelligence, will, by his esse. 8o, everything
remains within his powr.

God knows perfectly tie future coanbingants. He gcannot bey in no respoact,
zn acclidental ecause. He 4s a por se cause. '

: Humn being in one respeet 15 a per se causs, and, m another respect,
is »n aceldenbel omnses He oan be bothe Bipey Socrates goes to the markett per se
canse; Heeting his debior s actidental cause. Thinge slways happsn "intendsd®,

Thero 18 neceseity even in contingent things - when a coutingsnt thing
is, it necessgarily i8; 1.0+; it cannot simmltaneously not be. We may note that
the distinctiom between senens divisus et sansus compositivus 18 already in Aris-
totles : '

io sgy of something that it either will or will not take place implics
roal contingency. Helther is determinately trus or falsop what 48 trus is the
aithsr/ Qre

Sie terminatur Pori Hermensias.

Faculty of Fhilosophy; Laval University, 2%, Sto-Foys Road, Québecs
Friday, from L to 5 Tol,, quly 10th, 1953,
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Gontingenoy ex eleatione

- Tvo billlard balls ars sent domn an inclined plans (¥ ceuld hive ‘sont
them in ancther direciiam), R o

To speak of CHANGE, we mmgt havo the good concerned.: I could have

- intendsd somthing elso. Is tids Sense,. everything is contingsnbe Xf T zond the

billiard balls, nct to weat, and they meot; « then, we may have a contingent
accldent or fortultous,. . o - s T
' EXAMPLE ¢ Squirrel eltting on a tres in this positien, at this timo,
on this braneh, oiG,es On what condition could this -be impedad? -~ If there is
intrinsic contingency, then, ihis may be impedad,

. fontingent ‘caﬁsao;. 28 wo said, always refor to an sccidental CauES
By contingent Cause, w0 moan en ageldental ome,

Of. The Basixforks of Aristotle, by Richard HoKeon » In PERT HERMENRIAS, On
torpratation®, chapter 9. (page L3).

fliow that.-which 1o mist neads bo whom 1t 58,evpee ¥
Comnected with that paragraphy o -

¢f, In PERI HERMENBIAS &risto‘bélis,' - Comuenbaria by saneti Themae, Book I,
Losson XIV, nos 8 ~ corpus. {page 6L do 1'Opuscule no, 101}, : "

Bedng and not being camnet be attributed similtancous to the sam
tidnga .

Dack to Aristotle, -

Cf. Tha Besic Works cf Aristotle, by Richard McKeon, In PRRI HERMENEIAS, *On
Interpretaticn®, chapter 9, line:19:a 30. {page 48). o

"lat o iliuntrateu.n"

" For a free agent, - to do or not to do - aanb to be or not to bes
Something happens whi&h s intended- |

I The questim"“ of knwladge oi‘aod ;' c;cd,'q knowledge é_.f futﬁr’ei'can.%inaenta.

Cf. The Basic Works of Aristotle, - by Richard ¥cKoon, - UETABIYSIGS, Book VI,
chapter 2, line 1027 a 8, (page 781). ‘ :

"Therefore, slnce not all thingse,.e, ¥

THE CONSIDERATIGI OF CONTINOZNOY IN TIE URTARIYSIOS:

Cfe In IV Motapuysicsy - Comsentaria by sznetd Thomse, Lesson 2, no, 1186, (Bdi-
DE VERITATE, questiem 2, articls 2 -




/ o cannot have the certituds of future continzents, Angels do not know
all contingsntia. Even the mosl perfect angel camot foresue all fature eventis,
all fortiitous. Yet, Saint Thomas insists that the angelm are incapable of any
speculative error, ever in .the realm of the practical and contingents How recome ..
cile this? - Gabrdel can prediot from the knowledge whlch he hes, snd wkat he -
has predicted does not come abont, Ho zees the highly probables Is there error
1n this cagoe? = Tho point 45 bs would s0 predict that the event 1d not seen as
about to be necessarilyj. Gabriel wold not claim to have this kind of:certainty,
Tt is a quastion of being certain thet ub ip pluribus thig will followy the ut.
in pluribus does not dsstroy the law, for the law takme inte account that ut in
peucioritus the law dees not holds L Lo : :

Ths angels ¥mow the things as they are, l.es, contingent.

larger scale, it might be a span that is repeated = 3¢ it might be an order on
a larger scale. An objectiont porhaps FORTUNE is in this casa?

"Rogularity® is in thaamnd oi ss,y.in{ "Vl'nbmas-. -
Many thinga.appoa;red to us 28 irregular mst be dirested by a regular

1aw ~ Vo observe that go many phenomena have been, for ages; abtributed to cghance.
Today o say that thay were govarned by, laws '

Fhat 1s essontial to :.qmls? - Itts a gobdg We.‘sao. thia 1h axiimals or
plants, The animal did not go thare to be struck by ligbtnings Here 4s an evil.
«*s there mist be Wchancel, . L

Soms intellectual agent mlizht have wanted this for a greater good, btat
1t rcmains an evil for the amimal. »

with regard to the “conoursue' of agonb gauses in the casual evenht. Bat -
chance 15 inexpliczbla on the plane of efficlent cause alona. Mnal causality
mist enter in or no satisfactory explanation can be had. FIHALITY 2 action for
an ends ' .

¢f. Summa Contra Gemtiles, by sancti Thomas, Bedlk ITI, chapter 92. (page 33L).

Faculty of Philosophy, laval University, 2%, Ste-Foye Road, Québeces

1lth Course
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0f. Tho Dasie Works of Aristotle, by Richard McKoen. - VRTAPHYSIOS, Book XI
' cha.p‘ber 8e (PPv 862-863); . ! ’

"3ince belag in general has eévara}., BO1BYSs e e ks U

Somw things come about rai:aly tub are intended. Qlaesical examplot The

~ 7 T jumper, traimed £ or*a*hi:gh.“lam‘l,—,wh‘O‘mm‘ma'an*empﬁmﬁy“ Yy aigh Jump does mot




27 des notes intituldess ON LUCK AND CHANOE).

do so by ¥ehance®, for it is what he intendsd gll alonge This sort of rare
occcurrence mst not be confused with the rare occurrence which arrives
precteyr 1nteatimem, and which is “chance®, Tho raro may happen through &
per se cause, Tho jumper jumps a hundred timas, bub just once does he atialn
the high mark. The many WAy in view of the raro, which was intended, This is
not "chanca" : o ,

Thas, tha uge of hundreds of piecaa of shot in shooting a duck
it i8 nob accldental but intended that a faw of tham bring down the fewl.
The ut in pluribus in nature mst not be understoed in too simplistic a
menner = many sparmatezca are set into motion so thab one will femmdat.a tho
OVNiMe .

The oontingenoy dent 11 s'agit in ohaptar 8, - Yine 1065 a 7 (page
862), - is that of chance and fortune and nct of the ad utrumlibet of a free

- will. The cavses from which lucky results might happen arg indsterminate.

Note there (line 1065 a 7 - page 962) the insisience on FJRPOSE,
Nature is such a cause thai it must work for an end. If it is the accidental
cause of that which might have been cone for an end, wo can speak of chance.
Hatura est principium motus et ouiet;a in quo aest primo et per ss et non
secundum accldsns,.

Cf. In duodscim libros METAFHYSICORUM ARISTOTELIS, - by sanoti Thomee, -
Book XI, lessan 8, nos 2286, (page Skl of the Edition ariettit),

”ﬂat-‘-ndit 5 qQuod fortuna est incertaj dicens, quod infinitae sunt
causaa, a quitus aliquid potest fieri a fortuna, sicut patet in exemplo
posito, Potest enim aliquis invenire thesaurum fodiens in teorra; vel ad
plantendum, vel ad faciendum sepulchrum, et propler iniinliz alia« B4 quia
omne infinitum est ignotum, tdeo fortuna sst incertz humanse cognitiocni.

Bt dicitur esse causa socundum Becidens., Mullius antem ast causa simpliciter
gt por sef.

Ens per accidens is a kind of non ensj and thuse chance and fortune
are kinds of non-causas.

ETHICAL CONSIDRRATION OF CCUTINJINGY
#ith regard to ‘

Cf+ Summa Contra Gentiles, by sanctl Thomas, Book IIT, chap@er 92, (pago 334).
~ Tho first axéﬁpls of a fortultous ovent without a "concursus? of
agent causes ¢ this is to bs uwnderstood in the sensa that other agent causes

are not ACTUAL ;at the time of the fortuitous event. There may have been an
azent cause in “the past = somsone, for examploy buried the treasurs.

The point from which to begin 15 that of purpose and that wilch
happens praster intentionem involving goed or evil.: We must beware of a
mechanielio interpretatlon of chancs and fortune «

Cf. STHICA ¥IDWMIA, (transfatod by J, Soleomon), Book VIT, chapter Ll (paga




This scotion from the Eloidan Bthics s the basis for Summa Contra
Gentiles, by sanecti Thomaey Book IIX, chapter 92, (page 33L), - o

"But since noﬁ only prudence and v!.rtﬁe..-..“

When we consider fortune in the practical zéalm, the note of often, of -
frequency is added, The fertunate Dan 1e he . to whom good fortune contimally = -
happens. ' - :

Thers 1g a certain irretionality in prudence (which differs from that
involved in fortune) in the Prudence is conformity with rectified appetita,

Faoulty of Fhilosophy, Laval University, 23, Sto-Foys Raad, Québos,

Hondagg from Iy to © P.Pd.! July 13th, 1953, , ' '
P aamaa e e . = . N

12th Courss
M

In the case of "fortune! ip the sirict sensa, if it happens once » what

13 to prevant it from nappening agaln and again ostablishing that pattern in g

man's 1ife which lsadas us to call nim ®fortunate? Thig would no longer be fortune

in-the strict sanso s for it omust by ut in paucioribus, .

Cf. Plato's Buthydems, Page 279, division tge,

Aristotls is striving dlaleotically in the Budemian Rthies %o find a
determinate cause+dor & mants being “fortunate", A :

CL. ETHICA EUIENIA, (translated by Je Solomon), Baok VII, chapter 14 {pago 28
des notes intituldes: ON LUCX AND OHANCE), ‘

-“.tt.‘ PG!'haps, homv&r’ good fOI'WDe;-uq“

Ha brings the discussion down oui of the alrs: "Fortunats by nsture® - .

of this, fortune in the striet senss could not ba the causa, Aristetlo daseribas
it as a right insténctive CesiTCureas

raro (fortuns %zu seng atrictn),
FORTUNE dupliciter by mature (has in-common with real fortune a certain irra-
tlonality, “Fortunate! men are pot thms by fortung
au sens strict), -

Fortune, then, 1g not the eauss of all things atiributad to fortune,

_ But, there is the sirilarity of contrarinssgs to roason, :

Chance, 25 the senesis of thought « tids cannot b attributed to chanee
for 1% 1s for the mosti part that msn begin o think,

: In this toxt from the Eudemten Bihics, FeRTUNE "au sons strict! ig
alwost vholly avolded, Tn this text, "fortunod 1g B0 used taat vo might seg 1t

- 88 an ergurent fop faling out fortuns in the gtriet sensze,

In Physics, - tthe laws of chancg® = in this imposition, chance doas not




" 'moan causa per accidens ih his quse fiunt secundum naturan

Propter finem in minori parte. There is howover a kind of. irratlonality fu- .
the application of these laws to particular events, the caleulus of: probability.
whon applied to mature has an clement ‘of irrationality,: Butg tha ‘exceptlony o
are acconnted for in a most determinate way in the caloulus Liselfy. - .

Paculty of Plasophy, Laval University, 23, Ste-Poyo Road, Québeas
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