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n

7
e 41 =0

F

As number, there is a unique 2, 3, 4, ... So if I want to match

¢ 2’ 5’ 4’ 5! 6! LU
with 2, 4, 6,.8, 10, ...
and with 3y 55 Ts 95 11, ees

you will not allow me to because all have been used in the first line.

Will you allow me to arrange 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ... and note the trace they leave
as I gather them up? (Actually they do not leave traces nor can I gather them up.,)

Then let me pick out just the even numbers: 2, 4, 6, ... and arrange them
es I had previously arranged the whole set.. Also let me take the remsining num-
bers, 3, 5, 7, e.. and arrange them under the 2, 4, 6, .0
Then let me contlude:

Whether I had used all the numbers at once, or only the even ones, or only
the odd ones, in each case I would have an unending succession. ..

I understood you to say that of course I could meke such an arrangement if I
used only symbols, because I'd have "as many of these as I pleased". I think that
begs the sedmt.. I don't want "as many as I please™ in the sense of being supplied
with an efdTesy’ representation.of "2", for instance., All I went is positions for
each of the symbols 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, ... :

Then I wish to use these same positions but fill them with 2, 4, 6, 8, ,...

x w *

What was BEuclid using when he proved that there is no greatest prime number?
Wes he using numbers or symbols? Was his proof demonstration, or was he reverting
to logistics?

% *® *x

Why can't we take a different definition of number which will include the in-
tegers obtained from the classical definition and give us more besides? Why limit
us to the unit "1" as our divisor? After all, in neture there are other natural
quotients than those found by dividing by "1". PFor example: 'the ratio of the
diagonal of & square to its side is always J2; the ratio of the circumference of
a circle to its diesmeter is the fascinating transcendental number ¥,

It seems to me that
.ﬂ‘l )
e +1 =0

shows that e, 7 , i, and O are not as artificial as you seem to insist on their
being. = xo7

The very fact that the Greek philoSOphers and, I believe, St. Thomas and St.
Albert, included both the theory of numbers end geometry in mathematics seems to
me to indicate that they would welcome our extension of the number system.

Didn't the Greek mathematicians use symbols in producing their proofs in

" theory of number? Otherwise, can there be any meaning 1in the difference between

"three fours! and "our threes"?




-Dm

I think I don't understand the conditions under which you insist we use
numbers for some mathematical proofs and symbols for others.

This is neither well documented nor well organiged, but I hope it conveys to
you my basic difficulties and problems. It is written in the hospital, where I
find myself unexpectedly spending most of my vacation. I had intended to do more
reading before I did eny of this writing. So if this is not workth considering,
please let me lmow. (T he typing was done by one of the Sisters).
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