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Long before the Xn era, the greater R of anclent
'philosophers, Plato and Aristotle, felt utterly
certain that between God and the material world
including man there were purely spiritual substances
far more essentlal 'to the universe ﬁhan anything
éich falls'direqt}y or ihdirectly.within the scope
o} our awareness. B

But as we read St. Thomas's apppaisal of their -

views we see that the@%ncient philosophersmmﬁnnﬁnimng

a had advanged E

- what is in fact riégg?agut for. the. wrong reasoné.
In Plato, for instance, the existence of separated
substances,of which this dark and changing world of
ours is but a pale reflectlon, is inseparable, at
least so far the letter goes, from that confusion of
his between the loglcal and the reél. Briefly, here
is the way he reasoned....ﬂ
Aristotle, on the otﬁer hand, thoﬁghthe needed
separated,intellectug; substances fo move the heavenly
bodies. He believed they were necessary to explain
the physical world. If we take a close lok as his
arguments we soon realize that they cannot stand.

True, motion does require an unmoved mover, but why




-hbuld there be mahy?

Though quite aware of the weakness of both
Plato's and Aristotle's explicit reasoning in this
matter, St. Thomas does not dismiss them. Rather
he interprets them in the light of a principlé
that he found expressed by Aristotle himself, namely,

»such as those of nature,
thatzgven regarding first prindpleq‘philosophers
freqﬁ%ntly stuﬁble on" the truth unéble to account
for WMW %W@mé’w&%

Taking a broad view of what Plato and Aristétié
has to say on the subject, the higden'principle they
had in mind becomes moré clear, whereas the argumenﬁé
they'set forth become mere pretexgr'as it were.
What was this hidden principle, and what is it sti111?
That there must be a‘profouna order in this universe
if 1t is to reflect the perfectioﬁ of its Makerw-
whether the universe has existed from all eternity
or not. If all that existé.this side of God were
‘confined to bodily creaturgs, even when:endowed
with reason; limted to thipgs that cometto be and
pass away unceasingly; to yﬁings that are not redly
intelligible in themselves,.the universerwould
be utterly lopsided, so to speak. Both Plato and
Aristotle were vividly aware fhaﬁ the most noble of
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‘,”311 visible creatures, man, 1s basically a somewhat

]
1
¥

messy affair, largely a gluf of organs that occuples

e

most if not all of his thought. If man be called

Ve ATt 4

a thinker, we must realize that the pale cast of
his-thought maekes of him a thinker in a rather

N g e

secondary 1f not a purely incidental way. His
'thinking is actually no more than the shadow of thought
seeing that to think he "stands so much in need of
what is no thought at all. (Last year's lecture on
the Anatomy of the human mind.) To those great
philosophers we mentioned, the universe 9ouid not be
right unless there were more to 1t %han.that. They
felt more than they could see. Theywﬁéré~lquasi
veritate coactlt.

Let us return to Plato for a moment. You know
what he thought of the union of bod& and soul. The
soul was the man and the body his prison. Now there
are ® two ways of understanding this position: a
negative onej...a positive one: what Plato thought

once free from the body

of man/ought none the less to be true of some other
beings, else the condition of the highest being in
God's universe would be not iess highly unsatisfactory.

Aristotle!s position caﬁ be viewed in;the same

light. His sense of order, of a well-balanced order
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gfhtrinsic to the universe was even more accute thaih
:that of Plato. His series of unmoved movers can be
understood in two ways: negative...; positlive: the
need for order, for gradualness, for degrees of
participation. Remember what he says of Anaxagoras:
«++sWe do not see how the NOUS operates in the
world. It is not enough to know that the NOUS
accounts for orderses; we.must also seek to know
how it doés in ffact produce order, and also to ﬁhat
extent.

So far we have no more than an intimation of
what the case ought to be. But 1t hardly follows that
things are the way we think they ought to be.

How far does 'saplentls est ordinare! go? It is not

God's wisdom thatAis at stake. The question'is: to

what extent does He choose to reveal it in His works?
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.ds; speclﬂedly?

unded bri any revedled d
o[ --'rhpmmt phnosophical doctrln
rms, which,’ in ‘our’ viéw righily,’y
Bonnventurea Nor’can we: agxw‘thaf‘ﬁ
momperfectimthuntho one imitiediat

is unposs:b]e,” wntes M Magny in his ong essay vop.
“Satan in Contemporary Literature,”“tothink' of the:
Devil' for any length of. time . .. wuthout thereby involu
tarily assenting to him.”  “‘Once the mere thought' of evd
present in the mind, it loses no time in invading the imagin
on ; then the soul which has taken delightin the though!
xhakes movement towards it, and ends by consqntmg to 1&.
; Even with a long spoon, we mu.st not acccpt.‘th in' ’taﬁo {

the Devil and diabolism, including thie writer's own ¢o

nib\mqn ? If we took it 8o, we should have to condemn thi

iturgy of the Church and the New tha!pem_ for all they tell, b

us of the reality and power of evil spirits,i: Yet M, Magny's: evil’ spirits in the; Old' 'l'estamen

words are in a very real sense true.'- A distinction, surely;: - feaching abou;_(b?,Deyil of the
' ' - ‘ T

penlous An ob_lecnve considération of the Devil and his} gions;
workmg in the world is neccssary if our view of the world, Ofe 1
umanity and of the Church, is to bé realistic. {For,; g, chﬁmsm'

‘orced upon our vision, ‘there is. an abyss of spiritual evil an suppoged to be Dcvﬂsworahipp_'ers.

posmvc malice which cannot be explained bght-hearwdfy, beue\fh that Satan'haa repeﬂ (and( b

away &s human weakness, atavism, dxseau or the eﬂ'cct f g God.d We tould: wish"that He-had:'eXp! ainqd-hl
bad education or social system. - that it was the Shi-ites who put'Al Hallaj

‘- Our Lozd in the Gospel and the Church tell us that this " the )
malice is not simply human, but is due to an invasion of: b'en iry ? . We are not quuuomngM

humanity by discarnate spirits of evil.- It is but logwal

deed, common sense—that a book such as the symposxum

$.and Jiteraturs.. concerned . wuh hlm.
oints or v:ew. s, nucleus

points out in his eonmbuﬁan. the pax;onnﬁty of the, Devil, :h that Protestants were indistinguishable, from Catholi
though real, is not the same as human personality.” Anotherﬂ.fin this.field.* We are sorry;”howevet, that i6thing Is' saf

and a’very, lmponant fact which. recurs -throughout these the Spanish Inquisitor whose wisdom halt

essays is what is called the “ambxguxty“ attaching to diabolic when:it was spreadmg in Spain,

+- "action, that we can never isolate it from the effects of hum “The Devil in Art;". by M

_ agency, disease or subjective belief. 'We.can' say ‘with cer- ¥1g" th; ‘study of demonisin ‘i non-Chnsuan religio

" tainty “This is evil, and therefore-to be opposed,” but we particular, the writef points out the diabolic character

" cannot analyse the evil into diabolic and non-diabolic. The blood-thn-sty religion of the! Aztecs. "It remams ‘to explain

: aftempt to spot the Devil at work, to lay a finger on him; -, why 'the’ private ‘morality- of, the ‘Aztecs Was on the whole

. was surely the root of the witch-mania 'of which the horrible : in

R ravagesaredcscnbcdmthlsbook,andmwhxch if he were’

.? indeed an agent, Satan must-often_have slipped round, so t . a

- speak, to the other side, the side of the witch-bunters,. . .. "7 Judaismhor Islam is duahst and that Co

Another important point brought out is the fact that, since- . and not after, the ‘Tsin dynasty'.’ - An

evil has no positive being, it can be nothmg more than a-* evidence for the a.ueged terrors of. the 3

pa.raslte on good and therefore that Satan i not and cann Chnstiamwest s “the: Anglo-Saxon!.

trian) dualism, but must be radically mk' must bea temble

' facade of evil, concealmg emptiness and defeat. Ocmsionall

however, this truth is exaggerated, and insufficient account

* taken in this volume of the fact that what metaphysically

negauve—starvauon, for example, or the disorder of bodily

disease—may be in another sense all too-real.” For evil "

draws strength from the good to which it attaches itsélf and . Bolgia'of the jobbe :

« which it perverts.. In fact, evil in the concrete is good perver-" . Mr, Birrell contributes a study. of . Satan .in Milton. a

ted, and Lucifer, as Fr. Farrell refinds us in his introductory | - Blake which is most illuminating.. .He shows that throughout

_essay, is a fallen archangel.. It is therefore’ excessive tg” , Paradisé Lost and its sequel there uns umw;!ved conﬂigt

“identify Satan with the Void (page 456), or to say “All the ’ between . the  Christian doctrine’ aceep 3 »
Devil can do is trickery and mirage"” (page 66). The Cruci- Stoic’ humanism whxch prized 8 self-sufﬁcient k.néwlcd'

" fixiom was not a mirage ;- nor are the conccmmtxon camps of * must

the totalitarian tyrannles::: i )

~The book opens with essays explaming, ﬂ' we' may eall it so,v

thc theology of the Devil, which are clear and easily-intelli~ - infected by the evil,of his" pride. . Blak

gible. Fr. Farrell, a well-known exponent of Thomlsm, opens: " artistic. genius for supérnatural: reli

" Snm—A,Sympodnm. ‘Sheed and wm. 30s - - . secona‘part of an outstandmg essay.
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