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GRECIAN ANTIQUITIES

INTRODUCTION.
AUTHORITIES.

I. Our knowledge of Grecian Antiquities is derived principally
from the writers of that nation. Homer, for instance, furnishes us
with most of the information which we possess concerning the He-
roic ages; but after his days and those of Hesiod, the absence of
contemporary notices for many centuries renders us almost entire-
ly dependent on later writers for an account of the times which pre-
ceded them, as well as their own.

II. Among these last-mentioned authorities we may place in the
first rank the historians, such as Herodotus, Thucydides, Xenophon,
Polybius, Diodorus, and Plutarch ; the geographers Strabo and Pau-
sanias; and the orators Antiphon, Andocides, Lysias, Isocrates, Ise®-
us, Lycurgus, Demosthenes, /Eschines, and Dinarchus.

IIL. Important information respecting manners, constitutions, and
political economy is supplied by the philosephers, especially Plato
and Aristotle, and by some of the poets, Aristophanes for instance ;
while the writings of later grammarians and compilers, such as
Athenzus and ZElian; of the scho]izsts on Aristophanes and other
authors; and of the lexicographers, as Pollux, Harpoeration, He-
sychius, Photius, Zonaras, and Suidas, the aathors of the Etymolo-
gicum Magnum ('Ervuoldoy:xév Méya), and other diotionaries, furnish
a considerable number of detached notices. To these sources of
koowledge may be added the study of inseriptions, coins, and other
relies of antiquity.

CHAPTER L
GROGRAPEICAL AND PHYSICAL OUTLINE.

1. In the Greek authors, the name of Hellas ('EAAdc) is given to
all the countries inhabited by the Hellsnes ("EAigvec), wherever
A
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they might happen fo be settled; and in this way the Grecian col-
onies in Asia Minor, in Africa, in Italy, and in Sicily formed as es-
sential parts of Hellas as Attica or Beeotia.

IL In its more special sense, Hellas was bounded on the north by
Macedonia ; on the northwest by Epirus; en the west by the Ioni-
umrMare, or Ionian Sea ; on the east by the Zgeeum Mare, or Lge-
an Sea; and on the south by the Mare Mediterraneum, or Mediter-
ranean, of which the other two seas are merely parts. The coun-
tries of Macedonia and Epirus are thus excluded, as being non-Hel-
lenic states, or, in other words, not inhabited by Hellenic races.

II1. The country whose boundaries we have just given, together
with the non-Hellenic states of Macedonia and Epirns, was called
Greacia by the Romans, from whom the name has descended to us.

. The Greci, however, were only one of the ancient tribes of Epirus,
according to Aristotle, and never became of any historical import-
ance, thongh their name must at some period have been extensive-
ly spread on the western coast, since the inhabitants of Italy appear
to have known the country at first as Gr&cia.

IV. The main divisions of Greece were two in number, namely.
Grxzcia Prorria and Prroronnisus. By Grecia Propria, called
also Middle Greece, and likewise Northern Greece, was meant all the
country lying without the Isthmus of Corinth; and by the Pelopon-
nesus, otherwise called Southern Greece, was meant all the country
lying within or on the lower side of the same isthmus, and form-
ing one large peninsula.

V. Grecia Propria was subdivided into the following countries :
1. Thessalig. %. Acarnania. 3. Ktdlia. 4. Locris. 5. Doris. 6.
Phocis. 7. Baptia. 8. Megdris. 9. Attica.

VI. Peloponnesus was subdiflided into the following: 1. Corinthia.

" 2. Sicyonia. 3. Achaia. 4. Elis. b. Arcadia. 6. Argdlis. 7. Mes-

sénia, 8. Laconia.

VII Greece is divided by its mountain chains, and by the gulfs
which penetrate deeply into the interior of the continent, into sev-
eral regions, with a great variety of soil and climate. No country
in Europe possesses such an extent of coast in proportion to its su-
perficial area. Its natural capabilities, while they give promise of
abundant success to agriculture, the rearing of cattle, and fisheries,
demand, at the same time, constant diligence and industry. From
the earliest periods, the attention of the people seems to have been
directed to navigation and commerce. But the same peculiarities
of sitnation which invited such undertakings as those last mentioned,
would render foreign conquest, as well as a nomadic life within their
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own frontiers, exceedingly difficult, and would promote the separa-
tion of the people into a number of amall independent states, with-
out, however, checking in any considerable degree their intercourse
with one another.

1. Mountains.?

1. The lofty mountains which are the primitive formation, or ribs
of the land, appear to have been rent by some convulsion from the
southeast, which gave to the country its present form and aspect.
Jnder the forty-second degree of latitude and the nineteenth degree
of longitude, 2 gigantic arm branches off frem that vast zone of
mountains which divides Europe into Northern and Southern, and
after some few deviations from its main direction, ends in the lesser
chain of the Tenarian hills. The main course of this great mount-
ain range is-nearly due south. But if we take into account an arm
branching off from it, the shoulder of which is in latitude thirty-eight
degrees, we shall trace its continuation in an easterly direction even
into the island of Crete. Its name differed in various parts of the
country.

1I. A great portion of it, which runs southward, and divides Thes-
saly and Epirus, is called Pindus, a name blended with a thousand
of those beautiful traditions with which the history of Greek civil-
ization is so intimately connected. Nor is it less important to the
eye of the geographer than interesting to that of the historian or
poet. Two branches, which it sends forth east and west (the for-
mer the Tymphean, the latter the Acroceraunian range), form the
boundary of the provinces of Thessaly and Epirus on the Macedo-
nian frontier, and shelter their rich plains and lovely valleys from
the north with their woody heights.

III. The eastern branch, the junction of which with the main
chain lies under the fortieth degree of latitude, is Mount Olympus,
to which another arm, running more southerly, approaches so near-
ly as to leave only a narrow interval, the Vale of Tempe. This val-
ley conducts the waters of-the Peneus, a river which receives into
its bosom all the brooks of Thessaly, to the Zgean Sea.

IV. The loftiest peaks of this latter arm are Pelion and Ossa, hal-
lowed by so many traditions as the huge fragments of the Titanic
warfare ; in other words, of the great conflict of the elements. As

- we advance to the south, the ramifications, outstretching from the
ehain of Pindus, from north to southeast, become closer and more
intricate. This district, which may be regarded as the heart of

1 Haeo's Ancient Grocks, p. 2, 00gq.
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Greece, is divided into narrow plains walled in by mountains, and
demanded the varied cultivation of a surface which nowbere af-
" forded space for man to resign himself to nomadic indolence.

V. The aspect of those great valleys which have formed them-
selves between the outstretching branches of these variously-inter-
secting chains, and are the channels of streams, seems rather un-
favorable to the old Samothracian tradition of an irruption of the
Euxine! near the Cyanean Islands, though the traces of a conflict
with the batteriig waves are visible in the forms of their coasts.
The islands themselves may be regarded as the fragments of that
main land which, in mythical story, bears the name of Lectonia, and
of which the heights alone were left visible above the submerging
waters. All the mouths of the bays are wide on the southeastern
side; on the northwest, narrow and inclosed. The Malean Bay
alone lies in the exact direction of the current of the waters of the
Eaxine. :

VI. This great catastrophe has been, with considerable show of
reason, attributed to volcanic powers, whose agency is still mani-
fested by earthquakes, volcanic products on the surface of the isi-
ands (sulphur, lava, and pamiee stone), and by the rise of whole
islands out of the bosom of the sea (Santorin, for instance, in the
year 1707), though no active craters remain to mark to the pres-
ent generation the scene of the fabled warfare with the Titans. Hot
springs, such as those found in the district of Troas, have not been
noticed by aneient or modern geographers.

2. Rivers, Lakes.

I. Amid the jagged and singular remains of that Plutonic revolu-
tion to which we have just referred, and amid the lofty mountains
which transsect the islands and a portion of the main land like huge
vertebree, it was impossible for wide plains to form themselves.
Rivers or torrents are abundant, as in all Alpine countries ; but dur-
ing a great part of the year they are to be heard rather in the songs
»f the poets than in the gush or the ripple of the waters in their
mountain beds. In the hot months, it often requires the eye of the
geologist to diseaver their track.

II. The Achelous, which empties itself into the Ionian Sea ; the
Peneus, which fotces its way through the narrow pass between the
mountain ranges of Olympus and Ossa into the Zgean; and the
Alpheus, which flows into the Ionian, are the only rivers of any im~

1 This tradition, however, has been very ingeniously supported by Wacksmuth
n his Grecian Antiguitios, vol L, p. 1, segg. Cempare Uksrt, Geogr., vol. 1, p. 194,
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portance; the two former in Northern Greece, the latter in the penin-
sula. Many of the most celebrated streams, among them even the
Ilissus, after a short course, sink into the earth ; others lose them-
selves, almost at their source, in the neighboring sea or lakes. There
are many lakes, some of them with a subterranean outlet, fed by
the confluence of brooks, and important to the surrounding shep-
berds from the perpetual verdure and freshness which the evapora-
tion of their waters gives to the rich meadows on their margin.

* 8. Seas.

Nothing, however, had a deeper influence on the internal ac-
tivity of all Greece than the neighborhood of the sea, which forms
its boundary on three sides, and has worn deep gulfs and created
landing-places and harbors in all the sinuosities of its shores. The
Zgean makes deep indentations into the land, and affords a secure
navigation through the channel of the Euripus. It then, as the
Myrtoan Sea, washes the southernmost headlands. The Greeks
called this whole sea, from the Thracian Chersonesus onward, our
sca (riy wap’ Juiv YdAacoay).

IL. On the west, Hellas was bounded by the Ionian and Adriatic
Seas. The deepest gulf on this side, knowa since the time of Thu-
cydides under the name of the Gulf of Corinth, is divided from the
waters of the Saronic Gulf by an isthmus only forty stadia in width.
This and other bays gave to the peninsula of Pelops the form of a
plane leaf, to which Strabo justly compares it. The early Greeks
called the Gulf of Corinth, after the important harbor of Phocis,
the Crisszan, a name subsequently limited to merely a part. The
importance, however, of the Corinthian Gulf, in comparison with the
Saronic, was considerably diminished by the position of the islands
of Cephallenia, Zacynthus, and Ithaca, just at its mouth, as well as

" by the promontory of Leucadia and the Bay of Acarnania, the north-
ern extremity of which is connected with the Ambracian Gulf, the
national boundary in this quarter.

1II. But exclusive of the islands, so rich in harbors, which lie like
boats moored around some large vessel, Greece, in her two principal
divisions, namely, the main land of Hellas and the peninsula of Pe-
lops, possesses a longex line of coast than any other country in Eu-
rope, England not excepted. Yet her shores were in many parts
protected from the sudden descents of barbarians unacquainted with
these seas, by strong currents, by rugged and precipitous rocks, or
by sand-banks, as well as by the winds which prevail at stated
times, and blow with peculiar violence around the promontory of
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Malea. These invited the navigator, sailing from Hellas to the
- neighboring islands, to commit himself to their guidance, to make
his passage even to Crete, which is only about fifty miles from
Malea.!

IV. But if sudden squalls agitated the Grecian Sea, and drove
back the timid mariner who ventured but cautiously upon the open
deep, the example of the Cretans, and the Phzacians or Corcyreans,
who were distinguished for hardy seamanship and daring piracy,
gradually emboldened him to defy the dangers of the waves, and
fearlessly to take advantage of this high road of commerce.

4. Climate.

I. If, in addition to this peculiar conformation of the land, we con-
sider the sky and atmosphere, and the productions of earth and sea,
which they gave birth to or fostered, we shall be able to explain how
it was that intellect, form of government, language, and other moral
phenomena so frequently displayed themselves within this narsow
territory in strong and abrupt contrasts. For the skies of Greece
(taken in the extent given to it by Strabo, its northern boundary in
the latitude of Madrid, its southernmost point more southerly than
Gibraltar) are purer and brighter than those of Italy under the same
latitude, and stimulate every moral and physical power of man to
greater vigor and activity.

II. Though it could not be said of all Greece, as it was of Rhodes,
that not a day passed without sunshine; though on the heights of
Arcadia ceaseless rain and heavy snow prolonged the reign of win-
ter far into the year, and the dews which nurtured vegetation ren-
dered the nights unfavorable to man ; though fogs were brought by
the south wind, and tempests, brooding over the mountain passes,
shook the earth with thunderings; yet had Herodotus reason to
boast for Hellas generally that happy mixture of seasons, which
Plato specially claimed for Attica, truly calling it edxpacia rav dpov.
There the north wind (mistral), returning at regular intervals, tem-
pers the heat of the day ; there the air is so pure and translucent
that the naked eye can distern Chios from the heights of Hymettus ;

"there monuments of art survive uninjured the revolutions of a thou-
sand seasons, though they could not escape the barbarian hand of
man.

III. The deep blue vault of heaven there rises above the most en-
chanting distance, and the clear and brilliant air (Aaumpéraroc aifpp®)

1 0d., xix., 187; Propert., lii., 17. 2 Eurip., Med., v. 809,
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is as favorable to the development of muscular power as the gradual
variations of temperature to that of nervous sensibility. Damp and
wintry skies hung, it is true, more heavily over Beeotian Thebes,
over Arcadia and Eretria; but their rapid vicissitudes rendered the
body hardier, and at the same time more susceptible to their widely-
differing influences.

IV. Amid the mountains and deep valleys of Hellas great differ-
ences of temperature were felt at the distance of a few stadia, and,
combined with other local and social influences, produced diversities
in the character of the inhabitants such as are not found on the
widest extent of level country. Let us but think of the luxuriant
verdure of Chalcis, in Eubcea, at the point where the Euripus is nar-
rowest, and then of the scanty and miserable existence of the fish-
ermen of Anthedon, on the opposite strand of Beeotia. Baut, what~
ever were its inequalities, scarcely any where was the atmosphere,
as it now is in so many places, pestilential.

5. Mineral Productions.

1. The nobler metals were not found in abundance. Limestone,
which is the predominant formation of the mountains of Greece,
contains no rich metalliferous veins. The Pheenicians had dug up
gold at Thasos ; Thessaly, too, yielded some ; and the Hebrus wash-
ed down gold in its waters. Silver was found only in Attic Lauri-
um, in Epirus, and in Siphnos. The wants of Greece were supplied
from the superfluities of Asia, whose plunder, and afterward whose
pay, wrought into consecrated vessels, enriched the sanctuaries and
temples, until the luxury of the Philippian age introduced the pre-
cions metals into domestic use. The extraction of them was de-
fective and costly, as Beckh has showa in his admirable essay on
the silver mines at Laurium.! Nevertheless, the mass of these
metals was so much increased by trade and by the resort of stran-
gers, that the price of other commodities in the time of Demosthenes
was five-fold what it had been in Solon’s.

II. Copper was found in abundance at Chalcis, in Eubcea, where
Cadmus was said to have first taught the art of extracting it. Still
richer in copper, however, were Rhodes and Cyprus. Here the
earliest miners of the ancient world, the Phenicians, dug for copper,
which, wrought into the three primitive weapons, spear, sword, and
helmet, (66pv, &op, xdpvc), as likewise into the three-legged pot or cal-
dron, was still consecrated, even in later times, to the service of the

1 Tyansactions of the Royal Prussion Academy of Sciences, &c., Berlin, 1814-15;
and in the dppendis io ths Translation of the Public Economy of Athens.
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Paphian goddess, the tutelary deity of the latter island, and esteem-
ed a sacred metal.

III. Iron, which has recently been found in Laconia, in Eubcea
near Chalcis, and in many islands of the Archipelago, was first
wrought in Lemnos. ‘The art of increasing its hardness and density
by dipping it in water while red hot, which was known in Homeric
times, heightened the value of iron implements. This deep blue
steel was also used to ornament the shield of Achilles. Axes made
of it were esteemed among the costliest gifts, and formed a profita-
ble article of barter. The perfection of this metal was the mythic
steel of the gods, dddua, first celebrated by Hesiod, of which was
forged every implement of supernal or infernal use, the fetters of
Prometheus, the shuttle of the Parce, and the scythe-like &pmy of
Saturn (Cronos).

IV. The treasures produced by the marble quarries of Greece
were not less prized than her metallic riches. In the laws of Atheas
they were ranked with mines. The limestone mountains of Attica,
Hymettus and Pentelicus, seemed exhaustless, and afforded the
finest material for the architect or the sculptor. Nor was the mar-
ble of Paros inferior. Other sorts were distinguished by their local
names, for there was scarcely a spot which did not produce excel-
lent sandstone or marble, some of it of the richest colors, which,
at a late period, the gorgeous Roman taste eagerly sought after.
Mill-stones from the island of Nisyros are mentioned in the Anthol-
ogy.

8. Vegetadle Productions.

1. But the surface of the soil of Hellas was still more bounteous
than its bosom. Its vegetable treasures, especially those of the
Thessalian plains, are still celebrated by modern travellers. The
banks of the rivers, enriched by the mud which these deposited,
glowing with the richest vegetation, were, on that account, the
earliest seats of the old Pelasgi. Of the gifts of Ceres, the farina-
ceous grains, wheat was not so common nor so heavy as in Sicily.
Spelt was very generally grown : of this we find three sorts specified,
namely, ri¢n, {erd, and SAvpa, which appellations probably denoted
different species growing in different times and places: the two
latter served as food for horses.

II. The principal food of the Heroic age was barley (xpib4, xpl
Aevxéy), and porridge made of barley meal (&Agcra), the polenta of
the modern Italians. Barley was the earliest grain cultivated in
Attica; hence the sacred law, according to which barley was strew-
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ed over the head of the sacrificial ox, and thin cakes of barley
formed part of the offering. Barley meal was mixed in the drink
of the initiated ; ears of barley formed the chaplet of the goddess,
and of the victor at the Eleusinian games ; and the Canephori, in
the sacred processions, powdered their bodies with the dust of
bariey meal. At the present day, when a ten or twelve fold crop
is considered the ordinary produce of gaod land, wheat, barley, rice
(which Theophrastus mentions as an Indian plant, and Dioscorides
recommends for ite medicinal virtues), maize (indigenous to Amer-
ica), millet, and tobacco, are the chief produce of the Hellenic plains.!

I1I. The flocks of sheep and goats found rich and peculiarly aro-
matic pastures on the slopes of the mountains. There still grow
the flowers around which bum those busy swarms of bees, whose
honey, after the lapse of more than a thousand years, vindicates its
ancient fame. The Saturcia capitata and Satureia thymbra are, more '
especially, the plants out of which the bees of Hymettus sucked
those luscious and fragrant juices with which none but those of
Hybla could compare. Recent travellers unite in extolling the pro-
fusion of flowers and shrabs which adorn the hills and vales of
Greece. All the fragrant plants which Eupolis celebrates as the food
of goats, the laurel, the oleander, the Arbutus unsdo, the Arbutus an-
drachne, the Agnus castus, the Cystus Creticus, the Pistackia lentig-
cus, the myrtle, all still bloom on the soil of Greece. Ruses in great
variety ; the maoy kinds of heath ; the ivy (Hedera Ackiz), once so
luxuriant in Acharne ; the broom, the sage, lilies, hyacinths, the
asphodel and the Attic violet, have not yet forsaken the land haunt-
ed by so many beautiful recoliections.

1IV. Above this lesser vegetation still rise (where man, with bar-
barian labor, has not destroyed tbem) lofty woods, part of which are
useful for architecture or ship buildiog. The traveller still finds,
here and there, planes and cypresses, the fragrant silver poplar, and
the Grecian cedar, which, by their gigantic size, reeall the sacred
trees of aotiquity.

V. Under the common name of oak the earliest Greeks compre-
hended all forest trees with edible fruits, all which were called dupé-
dpva. The sacred oaks of Dodona, whose foliage, down to the le-
test times, adoraned the head of the lord of the city, Jupiter (Zeus),
had the first claim to the veneration of primitive man. The acorn
(Baavoc) gave them food ; mead made from the honey furnished by

1 Link on the Ancient History of the Cerealia (TV: tions of the Academy of
Sciences, Berlin, 1816-17). Compare the Anc. Hist. of Leguminous Plantes, §c., by
the same author (ibid., 1818-19).
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the wild bees which swarmed around this tree of life, afforded drink ;
and its parasite, the mistletoe, yielded them bird-lime. A tree so
bounteous in bleasings must needs be the abode of some beneficent
deity, whose presence was proclaimed by the rustling of its leaves,
and by the choirs of birds among its branches.

VI. Other fruit-bearing trees—the nutricious chestnut, the walout,
the Cydonian quince, the pomegranate, all of which grew wild in
Hellas—had been made to bear more generous fruit by the diligence
of man. The wild fig (éptvedc) had been used to bring to quicker
maturity the cultivated sort (evx#f) ; for the same process of eapri-
fication (¥pcvacpéc), by which, o early as the time of Theophrastus,!
and even earlier, the fructification of figs, by means of minute in-
sects, which feed on the pollen of the wild fig-blossom (yijver, culé-
ces ficarii), was produced, is still used by the Athenians in the month
of June.

VII. Oranges and lemons, which now thrive abundantly in spots
sheltered by heights from cold blasts, some have been indaced to
recognize as the golden fruit of the Hesperides ; and from the time
of Theophrastus we find them accurately deseribed. The want of
them was scarcely felt amid the abundant increase which followed
the introduction of the noblest of fruits, and the rich blessing of the
vine with which Bacchus crowned the garden of Hellas.

VIII The islands of the Archipelago, Chios, Lemnos, Lesbos, Tha-
sos, Leucadia, &c., might boast of the earliest culture of the grape ;
but even Homer extols the vine-clad shore of Epidaunrus, and the vine-
" yards of Arne and Histiea. To quote all the local names which
he celebrates for their excellence would fornish matter for a con-
siderable work. Sibthorp counted in modern Greece thirty-nine
different sorts of grape, exclusive of the small species, commonly
called the currant (from Corinth), which is not used for wine. But
a custom derived from the remotest antiquity (which, however, bas
not been adopted in Asia, on the hills of Troas, and in some ialands,
Naxos for instance) spoils the flavor of the juice of the grape to
European palates. Turpentine, from the Pinue maritima, which was
barked for the purpose in September, often even tar, is poured in
great quantities (three pounds to twenty-four galions English) into
the wine, to prevent its turning sour. The pine cone on the staff
of the thyrsus is the type by which the old Hellenes signified this
ancient union of the gifts of the vine with those of the pine-tree.

IX. According to early tradition, the olive (éAala, Oliva Exropza)
was brought into Greece from the north, while modern botanists

! Theoph., c. pL i1, 9, 5; Plin., H. N, xv., 19; xvil, 7.
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affirm that it is a-native of Crete. Recently, as well as in remoter
times, it formed the wealth of Attica, where it throve excellently,
and yielded the finest fruit. A jug filled with the oil of the sacred,
inviolable trees was the highest prize at the Panathenza. Modern
botanists have discovered eight or ten different species of this tree
in Hellas. Its oil, which was an article of indispensable utility to
the Greeks, both for light and in the baths, and also at their feasts,
was one of the richest sources of national revenue. The export of
oil to countries which did not prodace, as, for instance, Babylonia,
Pontus, and Persia, permitted from the time of Solon, was very
profitable to the state. There was an ancient practice of planting
olive-trees in alternate rows with fig-trees, in the corn-fields of At-
tica ; and, indeed, the Greeks generally were accustomed to plant
fruit trees, even with the vine, in rows on their arable land (dAwd).
X. Medicinal plants grew in great abundance in Crete. The
strange notien of the curative properties of the heilebore does net
seem to have prevailed there. The true dittany {dixrauvog, Orige-
num dictamnus) is a native of -that island, and a muititade of other
plants, whose disfigured names recall to us the traveliers of Dioscor-
ides, who, like the Englishman Sibthorp, and the Germag Sieber,
devoted their attention to the vegetable productions of Greece,

7. Animal Productions—Beasts. )

1. In a climate so rich in the most varied vegetation, we might
safely anticipate a no less remarkable abundance and variety of an-
imal life. The lion was, according te mythical traditions, a native
of the proper soil of Hellas. One assigned him to Nemea ; \another,
which has been preserved in a mopament discovered by Brondstedt,
gave him to Ceos. Tigers, the peasants affirmed they had seen on
the opposite shores of Asia, at the foot of the ancient Gargarus,
which thus justified the old renown of the Trojan Ida as a wiryp
Snpov. Wolves were 8o numerous in anecient Aroadia, that lycan-
thropy, the belief in the wehrwolf, or the hypochondriacal illusion
of being transformed into a woif, was an endemic disease of these
acorn-eating people, and was sought to be arrested by the sacrifice
of young boys. The disease was most rife in the beginaing of

- spring, generally about the month of February. -

1I. The hardy youths of Attjca exercised their skill and strength
in the chase, accompanied by powerful dogs: wolves, deer, and
hares were the principal game. The largest breed, the Molossian
hound, very much resembling the wolf, was equally valuable to the
Greeks as the guardian of their houses and of their flocks. Art hag
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bequeathed to us a type of this noble animal, which is now in Ea-
gland. It is probably a copy of a work of Myron. But the Spartan
greyhound, the attendant on Diana in all aucient works of art ; the
Areadian, Argive, Locrisn, and Eretrian dogs, had alee their peculiar
renown. Their posterity, the herds of wild dogs which now beset
end annoy the traveller, bear the stamp of the general degeneracy.

1II. Wild boars also furnished occupation for the passionate lovers
of the chase. Tame hogs, very nearly resembling the wild breed,
formed a main article of food ; their fleab, roasted, was the principal
diet of the athletes during their training, and at a great many sacri-
ficial ceremonies swine were prescribed by law.

IV. Horses were not indigenous to 30 mountainous a country as
Helips ; they were probably imported from the northern coast of
Africa. How they were transplanted into the plains of Thessaly,!
where they relapsed into their native wildness, can not, however,
be precisely asoertained. According to a primeval tradition, this
noble animal was a gift of Neptune (Poseidon), whose earliest rites
on the shores of Greece, for instance, in Onchestus, were connected
with equestrian games. The harnessing of horses in the quadrige
and the games of mimic war were imported arts. The Thessalians
were masters of the art of guiding their horses round the ring with
the bit, and in training them for the field of battle.* But, with
jealous pride of race, several tribes claimed the honor of subduing
the horse ; and Athens disdained not to ascribe this glory to her
holy patroness, on the wesiern pediment of the Parthenon ; for to
tame and discipline the free and unconquered steed was felt to be
one of the achievements which awest the supreme dignity of man.
‘To what perfection the horse, by whase aid the most glorious prize
at the games was gained, attained in this bappy clime, we learn
from some written testimonies, and still more from the works of art
which have come down to us in great abundance.

V. E¢.|nal care was bestowed on the bulls, which grew to an enor-
mous size on the fat pastures of Epirus ; or those which ran wild
in Thessaly, and the capture and subjugation of which, man esteem-
ed the triumph of his corporeal strength. According to the early
laws of Greece, the ploughing ox was held sacred, and was entitled,
when past service, to range the pastures in freedom and repose. ];
was forbidden, by the decrees of Triptolemus, to put to death this
faithful ally of the Jabors of the husbandman, who shared the toil of
ploughing and thrashing. Whenever, therefore,
tered, he must first be consecrated or devoted as

* Theoor, 1d., xvii, 30.

o

an ox was slaugh-
asacrifice (epeiov)
* Virg, Geoxg, iii, 115.
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by the sprinkling of the sacrificial barley ; this was a precautien
against the barbarous practice of eating raw flesh (Bov¢ayia). A
peculiar sacrifice (AciméAeia) at Athens, at which the slayer of the
ox fled, and the guilly axe was thrown into the sea, yearly placed
before the people a visible type of the first beginnings of theix social
institations.

VI. The climate and soil of Greece were peculiarly favorable to
the breeding of sheep, of which two races, the long and the flat-
tailed, were especially distioguished. Modern naturalists have pre-
tended to detect in the form of the rams’ heads, so frequent in an-
cient temples, the precise craniological peculiarities of the genuine
Merino breed. Countless flocks grazed in the rich pastures of Ar-
cadia, and their sudden and resistless flight, without any obvious
cause, was ascribed to the wanton tricks of Pan (deiua wavikdv).
Pliny relates that a Grecian breed of sheep (Whether he speaks of
Magna Grecia or of Hellas is net certain) was much esteemed for
its wool.

VII. The goat, so variously useful to the Old World, was not less
favored by nature, and throve especially in Scyros. The character-
istic qualities of this animal, so congenial to the sportive and petu-
lant Greeks, are caught with singular accuracy and felicity in the
works of antique art. And they still enliven the mountains of
Hellas with their gambols.

VIII. The ass and the mule here, as in other southern eountries,
attained to a great size, and to a strength which was the more vaj-
uable from its long duration. Hence the simplicity of the Homeric
age thought it no scorn to liken the most valiant bero, the slowest
to quit the field or to recede before the foe, to an ass. Plato, who,
contrasting the slow comprehension of Xenocrates with the mental
rapidity of Aristotle, compared the former to the ass, the latter to
the horse, appears to have been the first that gave this patient and
intelligent animal an’ill name. At a later period, when the belief
in the bugbears and spectres of the Aristopha:i'c age recognized
even an asinine empusa,’ this prejudice became wore established.

1X. But the mice which drank the sacred oil, ur gnawed the sac-
rificial garlands, are necessary to complete the picture, were it only
to remind us of the- pretended Homeric poem, the Battle of the
Frogs and Mice, in whose burlesque descriptions the Grecian world
8o early delighted. Mice, from their rapid increase, were reckoned
among the plagues of the land, and furnished occasion to many
proverbs and sayings. Their presentiment of changes in the

3 Aristopk., Ran., 295; Acharn., 582; Wacksmuik, Gr. Ant., vol. il p. 103,
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weather, however, gave them a place among the prophetic animals,
which were thus brought into connection with the god of proph-
ecy, Apollo Smintheus.? The arch enemy of the mice was the
small owl (Striz passerina), which, as an inhabitant of the citadel of
Athens, was sacred to Pallas, and peculiarly cherished by the Athe-
nians. :

8. Animal Productions—Birds.

1. A native of the towering Olympus, and of all the peaks of the
range of Pindus, was the eagle, which his lofty flight, his keen eye,
his steadfast gaze on heaven, and the flames which were seen to
gleam around him as he soared through electric clouds, marked out
to be, without a competitor, the servant of Jupiter, and the bearer
of the thunderbolt. From the time of Pindar he has been the faith-
ful attendant of Jove. The soaring hawk, for similar reasons, and
as the herald of indications from the realms of ether, was attached
to the prophet-god Apolle. The white migratory pigeon of Syria
was sacred to Venus, because it is frequently found at Paphos and
Eryx, two spots celebrated for the worship of that deity. The
Dodonean doves or pigeons, according to Herodotus, were dark-
colored. The first white ones that were seen in Greece appeared
when the Persian fleet was wrecked at the foot of Mount Athos.

II. The peacock belonged to the temple of Juno at Samos. From
that spot they spread over Greece, but were always rare. In the
time of Socrates, and even of Philip of Macedon, they were admired
as curiosities, and in earlier times a thousand drachme was the
price of a single peahen. An edict of the Emperor Diocletian
(A.D. 303), for the city of Stratonice, fixes the price of a fatted
peacock, in dear times, at two hundred and fifty denarii; for Ro-
man luxury, from the time of Hortensius, had reckoned pea-fowl in
the number of dainties. Pheasants are spoken of as a festal dish
by Philoxenus of Cythera, in his poem of the Banquet (deimvov).
A hybrid race was produced by a cross with the common fowl.
Fighting cocks, in whose battles, as well as in those of quails, the
ancients so greatly delighted, were reared more particularly in
Beeotia, Rhodes, and at Chalcis.

III. Nor was the melodious song of the nightingale wanting in
the groves and thickets of Greece, though she was but a foreigner
and a visitor, and her voice was heard but for a short time. Attic
vanity connected the sweet songstress df spring with Attic history
by a mythic tale. The household swallow was in like manner in-

I, 4.,39; Schol. ad loc.

~
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terwoven with the legendary history of Athens by the tragic poets
of the Attic stage. . The nightingale and the swallow were both of
them birds of passage. The children in Rhodes greeted the latter
as herald of the spring in a little song. Troops of them, carrying
about a swallow, sang this from door to door, and collected provi-
sions in return.?

IV. The chief food of the swallow consisted of those cicade or
chirping crickets (the &xpidec as well as the rérriyec), which were
kept in houses like singing-birds, and more especially in the apart-
ments of the women. By a quick, ¢tremulous motion of the wings

. against the sides, these little creatures produced a sort of song,

which, according to the notion of the Greeks, formed a part of the
full charm of summer. The fashion of wearing a golden cicada in
the hair was one of great antiquity in Athens, and was meant as a
symbol of the so-called autochthonous origin of the Athenian people.

V. Automn was the season of that annual emigration of the cranes
to the sources of the Nile, which suggested those inimitable lines
in which Homer describes the noisy trbops. Storks, quails (the
type of every thing commonplace), and geese were among the mi-
gratory birds. The swan, which the lyric poets from Hesiod’s time
made the attendant on Apollo, bringing with her from far Ligya that
dying 'song, which was afterward derided as a fable, to the well-
known seats of the god, bred on the marshy shores of the Eurotas,
in Tempe, and at Delphi. But the ear of the Greek heard, even in
the call with which the tame partridge enticed its wild companion,
a clear song, agreeable from the invitation which it conveyed.

9. Fishes.

I. Modern travellers affirm that the Greeks are now very inex-
pert fishermen, and it would appear that their ancestors, also, had
no very remarkable skill in fishery. The most important produc-
tion of the sea was the thunny (3vvwic, mpiauve, xopdidn, named ac-

_cording to the difference of size and age), which yearly passed in
shoals through the Straits of Hercules into the inner sea. The
whole body resorted to the Propontis and Bosporus, where they de-
posited their spawn. This main shoal was driven into nets, and the
fish harpooned with the trident, the primeval weapon of the Phegni-
cian thunny-fishers, and the emblem of their maritime supremacy.
It was not expedient to catch fish in the open sea; they were fat-
ter near the shore.

I1. Oysters (7/0¢a, at a later period Awvéorpea), which were fished

1 Atkenaus, viil, 60.
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for by divers, were eaten, as it appears, even by the contemporaries
of Homer. It is, however, among the Romaqs that we first hear
them spoken of as a dainty. The murex was abundant oa the coast
of Greece. The sepia, too, with its remarkable power and instinet
of self-preservation, by tinging the water around it with a dark liquid,
was known, though no attempts had been made to apply it to technic-
al purposes as adye. The Romans subsequently used the juice for
ink. The dolphin, celebrated in old traditions for its love of music
and its attachment to man, was found in abundasace, and afforded
aumerous subjects for peinting and sculpture.

1I1. Pearls were not found in the Grecian seas. Anacreoan is the
first who mentions them, if, indeed, the twentieth ode be his. ® They,
as well as gems, were first in use among the Greeks, as a part of
female dress, after the time of Alexander.

IV. The great lakes, especially the Copaic, contained delicious
eels, which, when they attained to a great size, were accounted sa-
cred. Venomous serpents were more abandant in fable than in
reality.

CHAPTER II

HISTORICAL OUTLINE.

1. The Grecian Tribes.

1. Tae people whom we call Grecks, or Hellénes, were not the ear-
liest inhabitants of the country. Among the names of the many
tribes which are said to have occupied the land previous to the Hel-
lenes, the most celebrated is that of the Pclasgi, who appear to have
settled in most parts of Greece, and from whom a considerable por-
tion of the Greek population was probably descended.

II. The Caucones, Leleges, and other barbarous tribes, who also
inhabited Greece, were probably all parts of the Pelasgian nation ;
and we may regard the name Pelasgi as a general one, like that of
Saxons, Franks, or Alemanni, and suppose each of the Pelasgian
tribes to have had also a name peculiar to itself.!

II1. All these tribes, however, were obliged to submit to the power
of the Hellenes, who eventually spread over the greater part of
Greece. Their original seat, according to Aristotle, was near Do-
dona, in Epirus; but they first appeared in the south of Thessaly,
ahout B.C. 1384, according to the common chronology.

1 Thirlwall's Hist. of Greeee, vol. i, p. 45, 8vo ed.
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IV. In acoordance with the common method of the Greeks of in-
venting names to account for the origin of nations, the Hellenes
are represented as descended from Hellen, son of Deucalion. Hellea
bad three sons, Dorus, Xuthus, and Edalus. Xuthus, again, had for
his sons Ackzus and Jon ; and from these four, Dorus, Lolus, Ache-
us, and Ion, were descended the Dorians, Bolians, Ackeans, and Jo-
nians, whe formed the four tribes into which the Hellenic nation
was for many centuries divided, and who were distinguished from
one another by many peculiarities in language and institutions.

V. Of the four tribes just mentioned, the ZEolians were spread
over Greece from a very remote antiquity ; the Ack@ans were a pow-
erful nation in the Heroic ages ; and the Jonians and Dorians became
more important than either, though at a somewhat later period.

VI. Other traditions, of a very mythical and unsatisfactory char-
acter, mention the immigration of foreigners, such as Danaus and
Ceerops, who planted Egyptian colonies in Argos and Autica; Ced-
mus, the leader of certain Pheenicians, who setsled in Beotis ; and
Pelops, who came from Asia to the Peloponnesus. Thus much,
however, is certain, that the connection of Greece with Asia is of
very ancient date, and that the art of writing was learned from the
Phanicians, although the intercourse of the Greeks with foreigners
was far from exereising so overwhelming an influence as to change
the national character in any essential particular.

2. Migrations of the Tribes.

1. The notices of these remote times, if we exeept the light thrown
on the events of the Trojan war (B.C. 1184) by the poems of Hemer,
are hopelessly obscure and confused. Some traditions, however,
have reached us of revelutions and migrations among the tribes,
which were occasioned by various political convuisions, not only
before, but subsequently to the siege of Troy.

II. The last of these was the immigration of the Dorians and KEto-
lians into the Peloponnesus (B.C. 1104); from which period we
may date the supremacy of the Hellenic name. In consequence of
this movement, the Dorians became possessors of the greater part
of the Peloponnesus, the ancient inhabitants of which were either
enslaved or expelled, or were incorporated into the Dorian tribe.

III. The Acheans, who had previously occupied a considerable
portion of the peninsula, were now forced to take refuge in Aigia-
los, or what was afterward called, from them, Achaia, from which
they expelled the Ionians, who migrated, in the first instance, to A¢-
tica, and thenoe, at a later period, to the western coast of dsia AMi-
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nor, where colonies were also established by other Grecian tribes.
These migrations having ceased, the different nations remained oc-
cupants each of its own distinct territory.

IV. Of the principal tribes the Zolians possessed Beotis, a part
of Eubaa, some of the islands, as Lesbos and Tenedos, and the coast
of Mysia. The Ionians colonized Attica, a part of Eubea, the Cy-
clades, and the coast of Lydia, with several of the islands. The
Dorians had Doris, a great part of Peloponnesus, Mcgaris, Crete, and
e number of the smaller islands. In some districts, especially in
Northern Greece (Locris, Phocis, Ktolia, and Acarnania for instance)
we still find pre-Hellenic tribes. In TAcssaly dwelt the Thessalians,
who had migrated from TResprotia ; in Elis the Minyans and ZEtoli-
ans; and in the colonies a mixture of all the different races.

V. Among the Ionians and Dorians, more than any other people,
we find a distinctly-marked and separate family character, which
manifests itself in their language, literature, cultivation of the arts,
and political institutions.

8. Development of Political Institutions— Decline and Fall of Monarchy.

I. We learn from Homer that in the Heroic age Greece was di-
vided into a number of petty independent states, governed by kings,
whosee authority, though considered to be of divine origin, does not
seem to have been very distinctly defined with reference either to
the aristocracy or the people.

II. This separation into small states was of Iong continuance ;
nor do we, in fact, ever hear of any permanently-established confed-
eracy among the Greeks. The states were formed by the volun-
tary annexation of a district or tract of country to some city which
bad risen into importance by its trade or commerce. Hence the
similarity of the words used to express the notions of « a city” and
« a state,” such as wéAi, wodireia, and wodirevua.

ILI. In these states the form of government was graduelly changed,
between B.C. 1100 and 900, from the monarchical to the republioan ; :
a revolution which was favored by the innate love of the Greeks for
freedom and independence, the insignificant extent of the states
themselves, and the tendency of men’s residence together in cities,
to develop a civic constitution ; especially when the low state of in-
tellectual cultivation, their simpler political relations, and the gen-
eral employment of slaves (captives taken in war, or purchased from
the barbarians) placed all freemen on a comparatively equal footing.
Not unfrequently, the change of constitution was occasioned, or at
ieast hastened, by the misconduct of the king himself.
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4. The Aristocracy.

1. The development, however, of the popular form of government
was gradual. The first movement was made by the aristocracy;
whose encroachments undermined the monarchy, and paved the way
for more liberal institutions, without either violently overthrowing
the kingly power, or assuming a hostile attitude against the as yes
imperfectly-developed democracy.

II. The foundation of such an aristocracy was gentle birth (etra-
rpldas, evyeveic), with its accompanying personal qualifications, free-
hold property, knightly service (yewudpor, Irmobdra, inwels), and, at
a later period, when commerce had increased, the possession of per-
sonal wealth (of ®Aoiaeot, ol rd xpiipara Exovrec).

III. This distinction between the aristocracy and the people is
expressed by the terms ol xakoi xéyabof, ol ¢o02ol, ol &piaros, on the
one side, and of wovnpol, of deidol, ol xaxoi on the other. Some-
times it was founded on the distinction between city and country,
especially where foreign conquerors had taken possession of a town,
and circumscribed the civil privileges of the vanquished. In such
cases the latter were either permitted to retain their personal liberty
and property, subject, however, to the payment of tribute and the
forfeiture of their civic rights, or were deprived of their freedom
and became the bondsmen of the conquerors, like the Helots (Et-
Awrec) at Sparta, or the Peneste (Ilevéorac) in Thessaly.

5. Development of the Democracy—Struggle of Parties.

I. The taste for importance and influence in the state, when once
excited, continued to enlarge its circle, so that the aristocracy was
by no means permitted to remain in the andisturbed enjoyment of
‘the power it had a‘equi\‘ed. Such an aristocracy often degenerated
into an oppressive oligarchy, which, although supported at first by
its hereditary reputation, the preponderance of property and intelli-
gence, and the possession of arms and fortified places, was not un-
frequently involved in a fierce controversy with the newly-aroused
demecratic spirit (d7uoc, plebs), which produced a general struggle
between the aristocratic and democratic parties throughout the
whole of Greece and her colonies.

II. The results of this struggle varied according to circumstan-
ces; but in many instances the popular party was triumphant, and
succeeded in wresting from their opponents the remission of debts
due from the commons to the aristocracy, the privilege of intermar-
rying with the nobles, equality of ¢ivil rights, and a larger share in
the administration.
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Ti1. Sometimes these party contests led to the formation of & con-
stitution, either through the personal authority of some individual,
like Pittacus of Mytilene (B.C. 690), or by means of an established
code of laws, like those of Lycurgus at Sparta (884), Zaleucus
among the Epizephyrian Locrians, Charondas in Catana, and several
Chalcidic cities (both about the middle of the seventh century be-
fore Christ), and Solon at Athens (694).

IV. More frequently, however, the efforts of the democracy end-
ed in the establishment, for a time, of an absolute asti-aristocratic
monarchy (rvpawvi), in which the ruler's will was the only law.
Such, for example, was the tyranny of Cypselus at Corinth (655),
who, with the assistance of the people, overthrew the oligarchy of
the Bacchiadee. This was especially the case in the seventh and
sixth centuries before Christ ; yet it would be a mistake to suppose
that absolute monarchy in those days, pravided always that it did
not degenerate into caprice or ferocity, was hostile to the people, or
uafavorable to the expression of public opinion.

. 8. The same subject continued.

1. The increase of navigation and commerce, the extension of
their cities, and the more general diffusion of knowledge, were all
favorable to the development of the democratic principle, which was,
moreover, frequently promoted by the corruption of morals peculiar
to an oligarchy ; sometimes, too, it happened that some member of
the oligarchical body became the leader of the popular party.

I1. The Persian war, while it awakened the consciousness of Greek
nationality, and brought the different states into closer political con-
tact, at once both raised the courage of the peaple and weakened
the resources of the aristocracy. In the Peloponnesian war (B.C.
431-404) the aristocratic party generally sided with Sparta, and the
democratic with Athens; while during the whole war the struggles
of the two factions continued as fiercely as ever in the several states.

I1I. At the end of this contest the aristocracy was victorious ; but
its abuse of the power thus acquired produced disturbances, banish-
ments, and wars of extermination, in which we find foreign mer-
cenaries serving in the place of the native soldiers, who were them-
selves also frequently hired in the same manuner by foreign powers.
In many places there arose an unbridled and oppressive democracy,
led by ambitious and selfish demagogues, which was resisted by oli-
garchic factions or associations (éraupeias, ovvuuooliar).

IV. The demoralization produced during these struggles sapped
the very foundations of Grecian liberty, paved the way for the at-
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tempts of Philip of Macedon to obtain the sovereiguty of all Greece,
and made their country the theatre of various wars in the days of
his successors. Yet in these very wars we witness, from time to
time, flashes of the old Grecian spirit; such, for instance, were the
attempts at Sparta to overthrow the oligarchy, and re-establish the
constitution of Lycurgus, and the struggle of the democratic Ache-
an league against the tyranny and power of the Macedonians.

7. Decline and Fall of the Grecian States.

1. In the midst of all this confusion, the arms of the Romans open-
ed for themselves a way into Greece. The taking of Coriath (B.C.
146) gave the last blow to Grecian freedom. The political af-
fairs of Greece were now managed by the Romans; but the gov-
ernor of Macedonia still continued to exercise great influence, until
the whole of Greeee was incorporated into one province, uader the
Bame of Achaia. At the same time, some of the cities were treat-
ed more indulgently than the rest ; a few, such as Athens and Del-
phi, were even recognized as libére civitates. -

II. Nero’s whim, at a later period, of proclaiming the independ-
ence of Greece, produced no results. The echo of her former lit-
erary renown was indeed heard in Athens, but national feeling and
intellectual life were extinct ; and the land, weakened aiready by
Roman tyranny, and the struggles of the Greeks with one another,
was utterly devastated in after times by the barbarian invaders.

8. General Form of the Conastitution in the Free States of Greece.

1. As esseatial parts of every Hellenic constitution, whetber aris-
tocratic or demoeratic, we may notice the Senate and the Popular
Assembly, both of which were always recognized from the days of
the monarchy. In democratic states the sovereign power resided
in the General Assembly of the people ; in aristocratic, it was in the
hands of the Senate (yepovaia), or Assembly of the Notables.

. IL. The exeeutive authority was vested in a host of commission-
ers, or of magistrates under various names, who, according to the
aristocratic or democratic form which the ever-changing constitu-
tions of the states happened for the moment to assume, were elect-

_ed by a constituency, and under qualifications more or less limited,

and continued in office during a longer or shorter period. These
fanctionaries were also subject to a Yoxiuacia, or trial, previously to
entering upon their office, and subsequently were required to give
an account (e6dvy) before the supreme government of the manner
i which they hed discharged its dutise.
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1IT. The judicial power was shared in various ways by the people,
the senate, and the magistrates. The more important criminal
charges were generally disposed of by the people or the senate,
while private disputes were settled by magistrates or colleges of
judges.

9. Iowic and Doric States, particularly Athens and Speria.

I. In that Grecian race which, on account of its saperior intelli-

gence, developed its powers most rapidly, and, by means of its com-
merce and navigation, attained the highest state of prosperity, name-
ly, the Ionic, demoeracy made the most rapid advances. The most
important among the Ionic states was Athens, where the healthy
life of democracy, and a yearning after a free and universal develop-
ment, displayed itself more vigorously than elsewhere, but soon de-
generated, as far as the multitade were concerned, into a one-sided
struggle for equality, capricious treatment of the powerful, an en-
vious opposition to superior vigor and capacity, unbridled license
and disobedience, and at last into coarse selfishness and empty van-
ity, which was made the tool of every demagogue and sycophant
who chose to flatter it.

II. Among the Doric states, Sparta was the most considerable.
Here the genuine Spartans, or inhabitants of the city, formed, in their
relation to the Perieci (ITepiowroc), or inhabitants of the country, an
aristocracy, which at a later period became an oppressive oligarchy.
Here, too, we find the notion, 80 universally prevalent among the an-
cients, of the state’s supremacy over individual citizens, carried out
to its utmost extent of severity ; for the state made, so to speak, the
individual its bondaman, broke up domestic life aimost entirely, and
rendered free development impossible.

II1. As long as an enthusiastic belief in the sanctity of the state,
and a stern resolve to obey its laws and customs, reigned in the
hearts of the people, Sparta flourished, and the unity and concen-
trated power of its constitution insured it victory over other nations ;
but the uonatural fetters in which individual freedom was boand by
the constitution could not stand the test of time ; and an immoder-
ate atriving after power and riches ensued, which prepared the way
for the ruin aad dissolution of the Spartan commonwealth.

10. Points of Union for the whols of Greece— Festivals and Oracles.

1. Greece possessed a system of commoawealths, each of which
was recoguized by the rest ; but for the coatinuance of this recog-
nition there existed no guarastes or wriltea instrumest, 30 that
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there was often nothing but an epposition of interests to restrain the
violent encroachments of the more powerful. Still, though these
little states were not only independent of each other, but often even
on terms of hostility, the different classes found a band of union in
their general name of Hellenes ("EAAgvec), the consciousness of their
descent from the same ancestor, and 2 common language, religion,
and manners; at all events, this nationality was distinctly under-
stood when they were opposed to foreigners or barbarians.

II. The offspring of this consciousness was a sort of Grecian in-
ternational law, founded, however, on no distinct enactment, and lia-
ble to be set aside at any time by the stronger party. Examples of
this international law may be found in the practice of sending am-
bassadors to each other before war was proclaimed, sometimes with
authority to refer the dispute to arbitration ; in the proclamation of
war by heralds, whose persons were held sacred and inviolable ; in
the respect paid, during the continuance of hostilities, to temples,
consecrated ground, and priests ; in the ransom of prisoners; and
in the strictness with which the duties of private as well as public
hospitality were observed.

I11. To the religious institutions, by which this feeling of national
unity was sustained, belonged their great feasts, and the Olympic,
Pythian, Nemean, and Isthmian Games, which, from mere local observ-
ances, attained by degrees to the rank of national solemnities, and
were attended by delegations from all the states, as well as by
crowds of people from every part of Greece. Under this head we
must also class the Oracles, especially that of Delphi, which enjoyed
great reputation and influence in all the Grecian states.

11. Points of Union for particular portions of Greece—The Amphicti-
ons, local Confederations, Symmachie, Hegemonia.

I. We find that smaller portions of Greece were also united by
religion, inasmuch as their feasts and common worship produced
a closer relation (Amphictionia) to one another, by means of which
the observance of certain principles of international law was incul-
cated.

II. Between the inhabitants of the same district we often mect
with a sort of confederation, as in Beeotia ; but the struggles of some
individual states for supremacy, and the resistance of others, often
weakened, or even broke up, these alliances. Two of these leagucs,
the Achean and Etolian, obtained a temporary influence toward the
end of Grecian independence.

III. We read also of alliances called Symmachm, generally be-
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tween nations of the same race, which were headed by the most
powerful members of the confederacy ; thus, for example, Sparta
took the command of the confederate Greek tribes in the Persian
war. This was called enjoying the Hegemony, or, in other words,
taking the lead. So also Athens, at a later period, was at the head
of most of the Ionic states ; but even these alliances were generally
distarbed by the haughtiness and selfishness with which the weaker
party were treated by the more powerful.

12. Colonies.

I. The Greek passion for separation and independence displayed
itself in the peculiar relations which snbsisted between their eolo-
nies and the mother country. Instead of clinging, as the Roman
colonists did, to the state which sent them out, the Greek settlers
always took the earliest opportunity of asserting their independence,
and breaking off all connection, except in matters of religion, with
the parent commonwealth.

II. In another point of view, also, these colonies gave proof of the -
vigor and intellectual superiority of the Hellenic race; for in the
midst of barbarians, by whom they were surrounded on every side,
they still preserved, and even spread, their native language and na-
tional peculiarities.
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THE HEROIC AGE

. CHAPTER L
MEANING OF THE TERM.

I. Br the Heroic Age we generally understand the period which
elapsed between the first immigration of the Hellenes into Thessaly,
and the expedition of the Dorians and Heraclide into the Pelopon-
nesus, in the year B.C. 1104.

II. The most distinguished representatives of this period are Bel-
lerophon, Perseus, Hercules, Theseus, Jason, and the other heroes
of the Argonautic expedition, with the warriors who fought under
the walls of Thebes and Troy. The accounts of this period are a
medley of historical notices and mythical legends, which it is often
impossible to separate from one another.

1I1. The epoch most familiar to us, as regards both the public and
private life of the Greeks, is that of the Trojan war (B.C. 1184).
The poems from which we derive this knowledge were, it is true,
composed somewhat later than the events recorded by them, and
have not come down to us in their original form ; still they bear the
stamp of truth and harmony so deeply impressed, that we may safe-
ly admit them as real representatives of the times which they de-
scribe. -

CHAPTER II.
OIVILIZATION.

I. I those early times, fierceness and brutality, war and robbery,
reigned almost without control. These evils were combated, indee
by such heroes as Minos (the putter-down of piracy). Theseus, an
Hercu.cs ; but, even at the period of the Trojan wat, civilization was
still in its infancy. Violence in action and coayseness in speech had
by no means disappeared ; piratical expeditions and forages into
neighboring states (for the purpose generally of driving off their cat-
tle), witb ge usual reprisals on the part of the plundered, were of
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perpetual occurrence ; nor were murder and sanguinary revenge by
any means uncommon.

II. On the other bhand, traces of a milder and more humane spirit
are not wanting. The influence of religion was felt in various shapes;
men looked upon the persons of heralds as sacred, and respected
leagues and armistices. To set against the fierce outbreaks of pas-
sion, many instances may be produced of self-control, moderation,
and respect to the aged and experienced. Public opinion began to
make itself respected, and the fear of public censure to have its ef-
fect on the powerful.

III. We meet with numerous examples of friendship, such as The-
seus and Pirithous, Achilles and Patroclus, Orestes and Pylades ; of
kindly intercourse with old and faithful servants, as of Ulysses with
Eumeus and Eurycléa, and of connubial and parental affection.
The stranger, the necessitous, or the exile might depend on being
hospitably received for the sake of Zeus (Jupiter), their protector;
hence called Zed¢ £évioc and ixerfjoiog. Connections of hospitality
between ancestors were remembered and respected by their de-
scendants. Strangers received a friendly welcome, and were asked
no questions until they had partaken of the family meal. Presents
were also given to them, called fewvjia.!

IV. Minstrels (3pigpec doudoi), as Phemius at Ithaca, and Demod-
dcus among the Pheacians, enjoyed distinguished favor and re-
spect,? for at a very early period they had learned to ascribe the out-
pourings of genius to divine inspiration (9eioc, Féomic douddg, Sedp
Gnage Séomiv Gowdfy.d—Beoc 3¢ pos bv gpeciv oluas mavroiag bvé-
¢voert). Sometimes, but more rarely, we read of heroes (as Achil-
les), or the people, raising a song.*

CHAPTER IIL
FHE STATE, AND ITS CONSTITUTION IN GENERAL.

I. Poritics were yet in their infancy. The idea of one all-per-
Yading., Qlitical life not being yet developed, men’s notions of a
commonwealth, whether in its external relations to other states, or

its internal ai'm\gements, were wavering and undefined. Of any
" recognized rights of nations we find only a few feeble traces ; for
instance, in the inviolability of heralds.

I1. The internal economy of the commonwealth was gradually

I, Ix, 197; xviil, 369 ; Od, i, 29, 89; iv,20. 3 O, vill, 473, scgq.
2 0d, vitl, 498. * Hesiod., Theog., 94. $ I, 1,472; ix, 186.
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developed afler a model taken from private life. Thus the most
ancient form of government existing even in the Heroic Ages was
the patriarchal monarchy, which does not seem to have possessed
any very distinct character, or to have defined very accurately the
rights and duties either of prince or people.

III. We find, with the king, an aristocracy distinguished by their
ability, or skill in the use of weapons, or property, with a pedigree
derived by tradition from the gods ; and, finally, a large body of free
citizens. But the privileges of these three powers in the state were
defined by no laws, and in many instances ran imperceptibly into
one another.

CHAPTER IV.
THE KING.

I. Tue king (6 Baoidevc, & avaf) was considered to hold a sacred
office ; for men looked upon the power of kings,! as well as their
pedigree, as derived from the gods, and respected their persons as
being under the immediate protection of Zeus (Jupiter) himself.
Hence, in Homer, we have dorpegées Bacidijec, dioyeveic facises ;*
and in Hesiod, éx 82 Aw¢ BaoiAsjec.?

II. But the estimation in which the sovereign power was held
depended also on personal qualifications, and was by no means se-
cure against usurpation, as we find in the instances of Penelope’s
suiturs and of AEgisthus. The form of government, however, was
not always monarchical ; at least, we read in Homer’s catalogue of
the ships, that of the nations there enumerated some had two lead-
ers (as the Beeotians, Phocians', and Cretans) ; some three, with a
commander-in-chief (as Argos,* and several cities in Argolis); and
others four (as the Eléans).

III. Generally speaking, the throne was hereditary, but without
any very definite settlement of the order of succession. In default
of male heirs it might descend to a female, as in the instance of
Heléna. We have also frequent examples of partition,® or of al-
ternate government, as in the case of Eteocles and Polynices, but
never of joint government.

IV. The king commanded the army in time of war, administered
justice in conjunction with the senate (whence the expressions
dikaoméhot, Sepgrombroe Baoiiiec), and offered the public sacriﬁcﬂ,
“im,ix, 8 * 1d, il 197, 3 Hes,, Theog, 96.

¢ I, ii., 564-5. s Apollod., iii, 9, 1; xv., 1, &c.
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although in other respects his office was distinct from the priesthood.
Ill-defined as the boundaries between right and wrong were in in-
dividual cases, there was not wanting a general idea of the duties
of kings, which displayed itself in complaints when their power was
capriciously abused, and in praises of a paternal government.!

V. Their ensign of dignity was the sceptre (oxjjnrpov), a staff,
which they always bore on public occasions. As the staff was used
originally not merely to support the steps of the aged and infirm,
but also as a weapon of defense and assault, the privilege of habitu-
ally carrying it became emblematic of station and authority. The
kings were attended also by xiiptxeg, or heralds, and official serv-
ants. -

VI. By reason of their descent, office, and personal bravery, the
kings enjoyed various prerogatives (rwual, yépara), such as prece-
dence at public assemblies and conferences ; a separate portion of
land (réuevoc) ; presents and tributes (ddpa, dwrivar, Séuorec); and
the first choice of the booty taken in war, of which they also re-
ceived a larger share than others.

CHAPTER V.

THE ARISTOCRACY AND THE PEOPLE.

1. The Aristocracy.

I. Berween the king and the great body of the people stood the
aristocracy. They were distinguished by the names of fpwec, épto-
rot, dpiorijeg, Eoxor avdpec. With reference to their dignity, they
were also called yépovreg and Baaidsiec, and, on account of their share
in the deliberations of the council or senate (Bova7), they had the
title of king’s counsellors (BovAngdpoc dvdpec).

II. They took part in affairs of state, composed the flower of the
army, and enjoyed, in consequence, peculiar distinctions (yépa, olvog
yepovorog). Agamemnon had for his council the princes, who were
sovereigns in their own lands ; Priam had the Trojan Onuoyépovreg,
or “ elders of the people ;” and Alcindus the Phzacian BaciAdes.

2. The People.

I. The mass of free burghers (dijuoc, Aade or Aaof) composed the
general assembly of the people (4yop7). Their power, although un-
confirmed by any distinct recognition of their privileges, was by no

LN, i, 2; i, 231; xii, 310; O4, iv., 630; ii, 234.

-
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means without influence, nor was it ever safe to resist the open ex-
pression of public opinion.!

IL. It does not seem, however, that the assemblies were ever con-
vened for the express purpose of deciding questions, or at certain
definite periods, but rather came together, as occasion required, to
Teceive communications, or convey their wishes to the king as a
guide for his conduct. No expression of dissent is mentioned, but
simply of approbation ;* still less does any individual seem to have
ever possessed the power of coming forward on his own authority.
shryses® addresses himself, it is true, to all the Achsans, who ex-
press their approbation of his arguments. Agamemnon, neverthe«
less, in spite of this demonstration, decides the question himself,
and that without any remonstrance from the assembly.

IIL Inthe second book of the Iliad, Agamemnon preteads to con-
sult the people on the subject of their return to Greece ; but, al-
though they eagerly embrace the proposal, we find the will of their
prince carried into effect by means of persuasions and threats.
Thersites, the only man who dared to express his opinion unreserv-
edly, is roughly handled by Ulysses, to the great delight of the peo-
ple. We read of classifications or sections of the people under the
names of ¢dia and ¢pijrpac.

CHAPTER VI
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

I. Tax administration of justice was not directed by any fixed
written laws (the expression viuos, law, never occurs in Homer),
but depended on certain maxims founded on experience and ancient
custom (dixp and Séucc), and was supposed to be under the especial
protection of the gods, particularly of Zeus and Thémis.*

II. The government seems to have concerned itself very little
about private disputes, unless the parties themselves wished the
matter to be decided publicly or by arbitration. In such cases, the
more important questions were settled by the king, generally with
the assistance of his Council of Elders (BovAy yepévrwy), according
to the rules of equity, or of some custom sanctioned by divine au-
thority (9éutorec). Most of these cases seem to have been claims
of compensation for murders, or for injury to property. The mur-
derer endeavored to propitiate the family of the murdered man by

1 Od., xiv., 239; xvi., 423. s, i, 335
® 18, 1,15 ‘I, 90; 04, i, 6.
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submitting to @ fime (row#),’ but if he failed in arranging this, be
escaped their vengeance by voluntary exile. The form of such a
proeess is seen in Homer.?

CHAPTER VIL
RELIGION. .

I. Tux supernatural world of the Greeks, as its image was im«
pressed on the minds of the people by the lively representations of
Homer's poetry, was peopled with beings who exercised a contret
over nature, but were subject to human passions, and maintained a
constant intereourse with mankind.

. IL. The means by which man approached the gods were prayers
and vows (edyal, ebywAsn, Acrel); lilations (oxovdai); and sacrifices
(Svcoias). The offerings mentioned by Homer are limited to bulls
and oows, sheep, goats, and swine. The animal must be without
blemish (réAeco¢), and one which had never labored for man. Seme-
times the sacrifice consisted of numerous victims. The hecatomd,
for instance, asoording to the common explanation, was an offering
of a hundred beasts, though it subsequently meant also any solemn
sacrifice at which several animals were slain. Thus one hecatomb
mentioned in the Iliad consisted of twelve bulls,® and that vowed
to the Sperchius of fifty sheep.*

III. The sacrificial beast had its horns sometimes gilded.* It was
killed by cutting through the windpipe. When the sacrifice was to

11, ix., 633, 3 Id., xviii,, 407, 2 1d, vi., 115
¢ Id., xxiii., 46. ‘Id,x.,Ql;Od.,lﬂ..m‘

I
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be offsred to the Olympic gods, the head of the animal was drawn
back heavenward, as is seen in the wood-cut oa the opposite page.
‘When to the gods of the lower world, to heroes, or to the dead, it
was drawn downward, and the knife was applied to the throat from
beneath.! The blood was canght in a bowl called duviov, and was,
as it wers, the first libation, a sort of sanctification by bleod. The
head of the victim, before it was killed, was in moet cases strewed
with roasted barley-meal (e6Adxvra or ovAexvres)® mixed with salt,
and was besprinkled with holy water. The hair from the forebead,
ears, &c. (¢mapyai), was also cut off and thrown into the flames.?
‘The persons who offered the sacrifice generally were garlands around
their heads, and sometimes also carried them in their hands, and
before they touched any thing belonging to the sacrifice they washed
their hands in wates. The victim itself was likpwise adorned with
garlands.

IV. Each god had his favorite animals which he liked best as sac-
rifices ; but it may be considered as a general rule, that those animals
which were sacred to a god were not sacrificed to him, though horses
were offered to Poseidon notwithstanding this nsage.¢ In the ear-
lier times it appears to have been the general custom to burn the
whole victim (dAoxavreiv) upon the altar, and the same was in some
cases also observed in later times, and more especially in sacrifices
to gods of the lower world, and such as were offered to atone for
some crime that had been committed. But as early as the time of
Homer it was the almost general practice to burn only the legs (unpof,
uapla, pijpa) inclosed in fat, and certain parts of the intestines, while
the remaining portions of the victim were consumed at a festive
meal. While the flesh was burning upon the altar, wine and incense
were thrown upon it, and prayers and music accompanied the so-
lemnity. .

V. Oaths also were confirmed by a sacrifice, as indicated by the
Homeric dpxwa rduvew.* The term Spaiov, however, though often
used synonymously with Spxas, signifies, more strictly, a compact rat-
ified by an oath, and Spxa rduvery is properly to make a compact with
oaths and sacrifice: whence, through the frequent practice of sacri-
ficing on such occasions, it came that §pxcoy was sometimes used for
the victim itself.* Other gifts, besides sacrifices, were also present-
ed to the gods as expiatory or thank-offerings (d@pa, dydruara, Siea);
Hecuba, for instance,’ offered a ménaog to Athene (Minerva).

3 Enstatk. ad I, 1, 459, 211, 1,458, sagg. Comp. O, i, 440.
3 I, xix, 254; Od, xiv., 422. + Peusan, vill,, 7,2
s 1, til., 105, ¢ 1d., i1, 945, 7 1d, vi., 293,

B2
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Apollo at Delphi to its high pre-eminence over all similar institutions,
belongs to a later period, but Homer describes it as already re-
nowned and wealthy before the Trojan war.!

CHAPTER IX.

WAR-——OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE ARNS.

1. Tae weapons of the old rough times were stones and clabs,
the latter of which were wielded by Hercules and Orion. The club
(xopbvn) was never employed by Homer’s heroes, and is alluded to
in the lliad only on one occasion, where Nestor speaks of his having
fought, when a youth, with a warrior who was armed with an iron
club (oudnpely xopvvy).* Stones (yepuiddia) were used occasionally
in the Homeric conflicts, and usually of great size.

II. Their offensive weapons were, 1. The bow and arrow (réfov,
Bibg, lég, btorig). 2. The spear (d6pv, Eyxoc, madriv). 3. The sword
(§lgos, dop, pioyavov). 4. The dattle-aze (GElvn, nédexvg). The sling
(o¢evdévn) is not mentioned in the Iliad ; for in the only passage
where the word ogevdévn occurs, it is used in its original significa-
tion of a bandage.? i

ITI. The defensive arms were, 1- The kelmet (kbpvg, xvvén, xiAnE).
2. The cuirass (9Gpnf). 8. Greaves (xvnuidec). 4. The shield (odxog,
éomic). The metal usually employed for armor was bronze or cop-
per. Iron was used for axes: silver, polished steel, and tin, to or-
nament their arms. The complete equipment of a warrior was
termed revyea, and also énAa and #vrea.

IV. We will now proceed to give a more detailed account of the
offensive and defensive arms of the Heroic times.

1. The bow and arrow. The bow (réfov, Bid¢) is one of the most
ancient of all weapons, but is characteristic of Asia rather than of
Europe. The Scythians and Parthians were the most celebrated
archers in the East, and among the Greeks the Cretans. The form
of the Scythian and Parthian bow differed from that of the Greeks.
The former was in the shape of a half moon,* and is shown in the
upper figure at the head of the opposite page. The next one, on
the other hand, represents the usual form of the Grecian bow, which
had a double curvature, consisting of two curved portions, united
in the middle by a kind of handle called njjyvs. According to the
deseription in Homer,* the bow was made of two pieees of horn,

3 Thirlwall, i, p. 232, 3 I, vii, 138, 3 1d., xii., 599.

¢ Amm. Marc., xxii, 8. s I, iv., 105, segg-
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and is hence frequently called xépac (cornu). The bow-string (vevpd)
was twisted, and was often made of thongs of leather or hide (veipa
Béeta). It was always fastened to one end of the bow, and at the
other end there hung a ring or hook (xopdvg), usually made of metal
(xpvoén), to which the string was attached when the bow was to be
used. When not used, the bow was put into a case (rofobixy, yw-
purée, corytus), which was made of leather, and sometimes orna-
mented.’

A quiver (gapérpa), full of arrows, was the usual accompaniment
of the bow. It was, like the bow-case, principally made of leather
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or hide, and was adorned with gold, painting, and braiding. It had
a lid (rdua),' and was suspended from the right shoulder by a belt
passing over the breast and behind the back. Its most common
position was on the left hip, in the usual place of the swoid, and it
is so represented in the preceding figure of the Amazon Dinomache,
copied from a Greek vase. The left-hand figure represents an Asiat-
ic archer, with the quiver differently arranged.

The Cretan mode of carrying the quiver was different from both
of these, and is illustrated by the following cut. It is uniformly seen
in the ancient statues of Diana.

The arrow (léc, biorés) may be regarded as consisting of three
parts, the head or point, the shaft, and the feather. The arrows
used by the early Greeks were commonly fitted with bronze heads,
as is expressed by the epithet yaAxipne, * fitted with bropze,” which
Homer applies to an arrow.? Another Homeric epithet, three-
tongued” (rpeyAdyw),? is illustrated by the forms of the arrow-heads,
all of bronze, which are represented in the opposite wood-cut. That
which lies horizontally was found at Persepolis. The two smallest,
one of which shows a rivet-hole at the side for fastening it to the
shaft, are from the Plain of Marathon. The fourth specimen was
also found in Attica.

The use of barbed and poisoned arrows is always represented
by the Greeks and Romans as the characteristic of barbarous na-

When Ulysses wishes to have recourse to this insidious
m he is obliged to apply to the piratical Taphiars,* and
the classical authors who mention it do so in terms of condemna-

uon.
11, iv, 116; Od., ix.,314. 3 1d,, xiii,, 650, 662.
14, v., 393. + 0d,,1, %61.
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The excellence of the shaft consisted in being long, and at the
same time straight, and, if it was made of light wood, in being well
polished.! But it often consisted of a smooth cane or reed. In the
bottom of the arrow was cut a notch (yAvgic)? for fixing it upon the
string. The feathers are shown on ancient monuments of all kinds,
and hence the wrepbevrec biorol,? ¢ winged arrows,” of Homer. The
arrows of Hercules are said to have been feathered from the wings
of a black eagle.*

2. The spear (d6pv, Eypoc, maAréy) is defined by Homer ddpv yai-
xijpec,® “a pole fitted with bronze,’” and dépv yaixobepéc,® ““ a pole
heavy with bronze.” The bronze, for which iron was afterward
substituted, was indispensable to form the point (aixu#, axwx#) of
the spear. Each of these two essential parts is often put for the
whole, so that a spear is called dipv, dopdrioy, and aiyus. Even the
more special term uelfa, meaning properly an agh-tree, is used in
the same manner, because the pole of the spear was often the stem
of a young ash stripped of its bark and polished.” The bottom of
the spear was often inclosed in a pointed cap of bronze, called by
Homer and other Ionic writers cavpwtip,® and in Attic or common
Greek oripaé. By forcing this into the ground the spear was fixed
erect. A well-finished spear was kept in a case (doparabiky),
which, on account of its form, is called by Homer « a pipe” (¢ipeyé).?
The spear was used as a weapon of attack in three different ways :
1. It was thrown from catapults and other engines. This, however,
has reference to post-Homeric times. 2. It was thrust forward as

1 Hes., Scut., 133, 3 I, iv, 122; Od., xxi, 419. 31, v.,17.
¢ Hes,, L c. s 1., vi, 3. ¢ Od., xi., 531.
7 1., xix., 390 ; xx., 277; Od., xxii,, 359. & I, x., 153; Herod., vii.,, 40.

9 I, xix., 387.
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apike. In this manner Achilles killed Hector, by piereing him with
his spear through the neck.! The Eubceans were particularly cel-
ebrated as pikemen.? 3. It was commonly thrown by the hand.
The Homeric hero generally went to the field with two spears.?
On approaching the enemy, he first threw either one spear or both,
and then, on coming to close quarters, drew his sword.¢ The spear
frequently had a leathern thong tied to the middle of the shaft, called
&yxvAn, and which was of service in throwing the spear. It was
later, however, than the time of Homer.

3. The Homeric sword (§igog, dop, pdoyavov) had generally a
straight, two-edged blade (dugnxec),® rather broad, and nearly of
equal width from hilt to point. The sword hung on the left side,
being suspended by a belt (reAaudv)* passing over the right shoul-
der, and extending obliquely along the breast, as is seen in the fol-
lowing cut from a cameo in the Florentine Museum.

In the Homeric times the Greeks also used a belt to support the
shield, and this second belt lay over the other, and was larger and
broader than it ;7 but as this shield-belt was found inconvenient, it
was superseded by the invention of the Carian §yavov, hereafier to
be described. The very early disuse of the shield-belt accounts for
the fact that this part of the ancient armor is never exhibited in
paintings or sculpture. The belt was usually made of leather, but
was ornamented with gold and silver, and on it subjects of ancient

1 I, xxii., 326. 2 Id., ii., 543. 2 Id, iii., 18; x., 76 ; xii., 298.
4 Id., iii, 340; xvii, 530; xx,, 273. s Id., x., 256.
¢ 1d, vii., 304. - 1d,, xiv., 404.
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gqrt were frequently embroidered or embossed. Hence we have in
Homer the expressions ypiceoc TeAaudy and gacwwds redaudn.® In
times of the remotest antiquity swords were made of bronze, but
afterward of iron.

The sword was sheathed in a scabbard (xoAeds, kovAeds),® adorned
sometimes with silver (xovAeds Gpydpeoc),* at other times with lami-
nee of sawn ivory (veompigrov éAégavroc).® The hilt or handle (xdmy)*
was, for the most part, of silver, or adorned with silver ornaments
like studs ($igoc Gpyvpéndov).” In the Heroic ages the Greeks
sometimes wore a dagger (udyacpa) suspended by the sword, on the
left side of the body, and used it on all occasions instead of a knife.*

4. The azc (6§ivy, médexvg) was either made with a single edge, or .
with a blade or head on each side of the haft, this latter kind being
denominated wédexvg diordpoc OT Gugiorduos.® The axe was one of
the earliest weapons of attack.'® In the following out, representing
Zneas bearing away Anchises and followed by Ascanius, the latter
holds a battle-axe in his hand.

5. The helmet (x6pvg, xvvén, njiné) was originaily made of skin or
leather, whence is supposed to have arisen its appellation of xvvén,
meaning properly a helmet of dog-skin, but applied to caps or hel-
mets made of the hide of other animals (ravpely, xredén,'t alyein),'*
and even to those which were entirely of bronze or iron (rdyxai-

1 0d, xi, 610. 2 I, xii, 401 3 Id, 1, 194; iii, 272; xil, 191

¢ 1d, xi, 31 s 0d., viil., 404. ¢ 1,1, 219; Od., viil, 403.

11, i, 45; xiv., 405. ® Id., iii., 271; Athen,, Vi, . 232 c.
9 Agatkias, Bist., 1., 5, p. T3, segq. 10 11, xv., 711

u Id, x., 238, 235. 12 0d., xxiv., 230.
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xoc).! The leathern basis of the helmet was also very commonly
strengthened and adorned by the addition of either bronze or gold,
which is expressed by such epithets as yaixipyc, ebyadxog, xpvoely.
The helmet, especially that of skin or leather, was sometimes a
mere cap conformed to the shape of the head, without either crest
or any other ornament (¢padév e xai GAogov).®

" The additions by which the external appearance of the helmet was
varied, and which served both for ornament and protection, were
the following :

(A.) Bosses or plates, proceeding either from the top (¢dAoc)? o1
the sides, and varying in number from one to four (dugigadoc, di-
gadog,* rerpdgaloc).t It is, however, very doubtful what part of the
helmet the ¢déloc was. Buttmann thought that it was what was
afterward called the x&vog, that is, a metal ridge in which the plume
was placed ; but others® maintain that the ¢iloc was the shade or
forepiece of the helmet, and that an du¢igaios helmet was one that
had a like projection behind and before.

(B.) The helmet thus adorned was very commonly surmounted
by a crest (Aé¢oc),” which was often of horse hair ((rmovpes, inmodd-
cewa),® and made so as to look imposing and terrible® as well as
handsome. The helmet often had two or even three crests.

(C.) Two cheek-pieces (mapayvalides),'® which were attached to
the helmet by hinges, so as to be lifted up and down. They had but-
tons or ties at their extremities for fastening the helmet on the head.

(D.) The beaver, or visor, a peculiar form of which is supposed to
have been the atAdmi rpvpaieca, that is, the perforated beaver.

The five following helmets are selected from antique gems :

1 Od,, xviii., 377. * I, x., 358. 3 1d., iii., 362 4 1d., v, 743; xi., 41.
8 1d., xii., 384. ¢ Liddell and Scott, Lex., s. v., p. 1591, ed. Drisl. -

1 1., xxii., 316. 8 Hom., l.c. ® I, ii, 337.

10 Eustath. in Il v., 743. u n, xi, 353
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8. The cuirass (9dpnf, 9Gpaf) commonly worn by the Greeks and
Romans, more especially in the earlier ages, was called 9dpnf
(94paf) arddiog or oraréc, b , when placed upon the ground on
its lower edge, it stood erect. It consisted principally of the two
yvaaa, namely, the breast-plate, made of hard leather or of bronze,
iron, or sometimes the more precious metals, which covered the
breast and abdomen,! and of the corresponding plate which covered
the back.> Both these pieces were adapted to the form of the body.
The two plates were united on the right side of the body by two
hinges. On the other side, and sometimes even oa both sides, they
were fastened by means of buckles.

The two figures here introduced are designed to show the usual
difference of form and appearance between the antique Greek thorax
and that worn by the Roman emperors and generals. The right-
hand figure is that of a Greek warrior; the figure on the left is
taken from a marble statue of Caligula found at Gabii.> The figure
of the warrior is from a fictile vase.

1R, v.,99; xii, 507, 587; xvii, 314. ? Id., xv., 530.
3 Viscontd, Mon. Gab., No. 38.
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The breast-plate and the back-plate were further connected to-
gether by leathern straps passing over the shoulders, and fastened
in front by means of buttons or of ribbons tied in a bow. In the
last wood-cut both of the connecting ribbons in the right-hand figure
are tied to a ring over the navel. The breast-plate of Caligula has
a ring over each breast, designed to fulfill the same purpose. Bands
of metal often supplied the place of the leathern straps, or else cov-
ered them, so as to become very ornamental, being terminated by a
lion’s head, or some other suitable figure appearing on each side of
the breast. The most beautiful specimens of enriched bronzed
shoulder-bands now in existence are those which were found A.D.
1820, near the River Siris in Southerp Italy,’ and of which the fol-
lowing is a representation.

Cuirasses of linen were also used at an early period, the linen be-
ing several times folded for the purpose ; but they were considered
a much less effectual defense than those made of metal. Of Gre-
cian cuirasses the Attic were accounted in post-Homeric times the
best and most beautiful.> The cuirass was worn universally by the
heavy-armed infantry and by the horsemen, except that Alexander
the Great gave to the less brave of his soldiers breast-plates only,
in order that the defenseless state of their backs might diminish
their propensity to flight.* These were called half cuirasses (7uc-
Oupikea).

In connection with the cuirass, mention must be made of the zone
or girdle ({évn, {worfip), and of the matra (ufrpa), or brazen belt be-
low this. The {uorip is mentioned by Homer on several occasions,*
and seems to have been a constituent part of the cuirass, serving to
fasten it by means of a buckle, and also affording an additional pro-
tection to the body, and having a short kind of petticoat attached to

1 Brondsted, Bronzes of Siris, Lond., 1836, * Elian, V. H,, Hi.,, 24.

3 Poiyan., iv., 3, 13. ¢ In,iv, 135; v., 539; x., 77; xi., 236.
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it, as is shown in the figure of the Greek warrior on page 43. In
consequence of the use of the girdle in fastening on the armor,
{dvvvcba: or {Goacfa:r meant to arm one’s self*  As the cuirass, how-
ever, did not descend low enough to secure that part of the body
which was covered by the ornamental kilt or petticoat, to supply
this defect was the design of the mitra. This was a brazen belt,
lined probably on the inside with leather, and stuffed with wool,
which was worn next to the body,? so as to cover the lower part of
the abdomen. The annexed wood-cut shows the outside and inside
of the bronze plate of a mitra, one foot long. At one end are two
holes for fastening the strap which went behind the body, and at the
other end a hook, fitted probably to a ring, which was attached to
the strap.®

Homer describes in various passages* the entire suit of armor
of some of his greatest warriors, and we observe that it consisted
of the same portions which were used by the Greek soldiers ever
after. Moreover, the order of putting them on is always the same,
and we will give it here, as it will serve also for a recapitulation of
what has been stated under the present head.

The heavy-armed warrior, then, having already a tunic round his
body, and preparing for combat, puts on, first, his greaves (xvnui-
dec) ; secondly, his cuirass (9dpz£), to which helonged the mitra (uf-
7pa, uitpn) underneath, and the zone or girdle ({dv, {werip) above ;
thirdly, his sword (£igoc), hung on the left side of his body by means
of a belt which passed over the right shoulder; fourthly, the large
round shield (sdxog, donic), supported in the same manner ; fifthly,

1R, x, 15. * Id., iv., 137,187; v., 707, 857 ; Schol. in IL, iv., 187.
3 Bronzes of Siris, p. 42.
¢ I, i, 328, seqq. ; iv., 132, 0egg. ; xi, 15, seqq. ; xvi, 130, #sgg. ; xix., 364, segg.
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his helmet (x6pvg, kvvén) ; sizthly and lastly, be took his spear (¥yyoc,
dépv), or, in many cases, two spears (Joipe dbw). The annexed
wood-cut exhibits an Homeric warrior fully attired for battle.

7. Greaves (kvnuidec) were made of bronze,! of brass,’ of tin,? or
of silver and gold,* with a thin lining probably of leather, felt, or
cloth. Another method of fitting them to the leg, s0 as not to hurt
it, was by the interposition of a kind of sponge, which Aristotle de-
scribes as remarkable for thinness, density, and tirmness. The
greaves, lined with these materials, as they were fitted with great
exactness to the leg, probably required, in many cases, no other fast-
enings than their own elasticity. Often, nevertheless, they were
further secured by two straps. That the Greeks took great delight
in handsome and convenient greaves may be inferred from the epi-
thet edxvnuidec, as used by Homer, and from his minuteness in de-
_scribing some of their parts, especially the ankle rings, which were
sometimes of silver.® The following wood-cut will give some idea

L Alceus, Frag. 1., ed. Mauh. 2 Hes, Scut.,, 1220 3 I, xviii, 612; xxi, 592,
& Virg., Xn., vii, 634; vili,, 624. s I, i, 381; xi, 18
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of the ancient greaves. The lower portion of it represents the in-
terior of a bronze shield, and a pair of bronze greaves found in the
tomb of an Etruscan warrior.

8. The shield (oéxos, doric) was originally of a circular form, and
is said to have been first used by Proetus and Acrisius of Argos,!
whence it is called by Virgil clipeus Argolicus, and is likened to the
sun. With this we may compare the language of Homer, donida
wavroo® élonw,® and domidac evxvxAove.?

The shield used by the Homeric heroes was large enough to cover
the whole man. It was sometimes made of osiers twisted together,
called iréa, or of wood. The wood or wicker was then covered over
with ox hides of several folds deep, and finally bound round the edge
with metal.* The outer rim was termed avrvé,® irve,® mepigépera, or
xvxAoc.” In the centre was a projection called dugards or uecoupd-
Awov (the Latin umbo), which served as a sort of weapon by itself, or
caused the missiles of the enemy to glance off from the shield. It
is seen in the following wood-cut from the column of Trajan. A
spike or some other prominent excrescence was sometimes placed
upon the dugaisg, Which was called émoupddiov.

1 Pausan., ii., 23, 6. 2 I, iil., 347; v, 453. 3 Id., xiv., 428.
¢ Id., xiL, 295. 8 Id., xviil., 479. ¢ Eur., Troad., 1205,
11, xi., 33.
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In the Homeric times, the Greeks used a belt to support the shield,
as we have already remarked ; but this custom was subsequently
discontinued in consequence of its great inconvenience, and the fol-
lowing method was adopted in its stead. A band of metal, wood,
or leather, termed xavév, was placed across the inside from rim to
rim, like the diameter of a circle, to which were affixed a number
of small iron bars, crossing each other somewhat in the form of the
letter X, which met the arm below the inner bend of the elbow joint,
and served to steady the orb. This apparatus, which is said to have
been invented by the Carians,! was termed §yavov or éydvy. Around
the inner edge ran a leather thong, termed mépmaf, fixed by nails at
certain distances, so that it formed a succession of loops all round,
which the warrior grasped with his hand.* The wood-cut at the
head of the opposite page will explain both the mépwaf and the
Sxavor.

At the close of a war, it was customary for the Greeks to sus-
pend their shields in the temples, when the wépraxec were taken off,
in order to render them unserviceable in case of any sudden or pop-
ular outbreak. The é&onic was carried by the heavy-armed men
(émAirac) during the historical times of Greece, and is opposed to
the lighter wéAry and yéppov.

* Herod.,1, 171, * Eurip,, Hel., 13%.
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CHAPTER X.
THE ARMY—THE BATTLE.

I. Tue earliest notices which we possess of the military art among
the Greeks are those contained in the Homeric poems. Warlike
undertakings before the time deseribed in them can have been little
elee than predatory inroads (BonAeciar).! A collection of warriors,
exhibiting less of organization and discipline than we see depicted
in the Greeian troops before Troy, would hardly deserve the name
of an army. The organization which we see there, such as it was,
arose, not from any formative system, but naturally, out of the im-
perfect constitution of society in that age. Every freeman in those
times was of course a soldier ; but when all the members of a fam-
ily were not needed to go upon an expedition under the command
of their chieftain or king, those who were to go seem to have been
selected by lot.? .

II. As the confederated states, which are represented as taking
part in the Trojan war, are united by scarcely any other bond than
their partieipation in a common object, the different bodies of troops,
led by their respective chieftains, are far from being united by a com-

o, xi, 687, 2 Id, x, 418,
C
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mon discipline under the command-in-chief of Agamemnon. _Each
body obeys its own leader, and follows him to the conflict, or re-
mains inactive, according as he chooses to mingle in the fight or
not. Authority and obedjence are regulated much more by the na-
ture of the circumstances, or by the relative personal distinction of
the chieftajns, than by any law of military discipline. Agamemnon
sometimes urges the chieftains to engage, not by command, but by
taunts.! . '

III. Accordingly, nothing like the tactics or strategy of a regu-
larly-disciplined army is to be traced in the Homeric descriptions
of battles. Each chieftain, with his body of troops, acts for himself,
without reference to the movements of the rest, except as these
furnish occasion for a vigorous attack, or, when hard pressed, call
for assistance from the common feeling of brotherhood in arms.

IV. The wide interval which, in the Homeric age, separated the.
noble or chieftain from the common freeman, appears in as marked
a manner in military as in civil affairs. The former is distinguished
by that superior skill and prowess in the use of his arms, which
would naturally result from the constant practice of warlike exer-
cises, for which his station gave him the leisure and the means. A
single hero is able to put to flight a whole troop of common soldiers.
The account of a battle consists almest entirely of descriptions of
the single combats of chiefs on both sides; and the fortune of the
day, when not overruled by the intervention of the gods, is decided
by the individual valer of these heroes.

V. While the mass of the common soldiers were on foot, the.
chiefs rode in chariots, which usually contained two, ene to drive
and one to fight. In these they advanced against the antagoniste
whom they singled out for eneounter, sometimes hurling their spears
from their chariots, but more commoply alighting, as they drew near,
and fighting on foot, making use of the chariot for pursuit or flight.

VI. The Greeks did not, like the ancient Britons and several na-
tions of the East, use the chariot itself as an instrument of warfare.
Cavalry was unknown at that time to the Greeks, and horsemanship
but very rarely practiced ; the irxjec of Homer are the chieftains
whe ride 1a chariots. The chiefs are drawn up in the front of the
battle array (mpouayot, mpopudyesfar),® and frequently the foot-soldiers
seem to have done nothing but watch the single combats of their
leaders, forming in two opposite parallel lines, somewhat answering
to a ring (¥pxog moAfuoco), within which the more important single
combats are fought. How they got the chariots out of the way when

1 I, iv., 338, segq. ; 368, segq. * I, iv., 297.

N
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the foot-soldiers came to close quarters, as in the fourth book of the
Iliad,* and elsewhere, we are not informed.

VII. The most essential parts of the Homeric chariot, to consider
which we will now digress for a momen{, were the following :

(A.) The antyz (Gvrvé) or rim. It rose in front of the chariot in
a curved form, on which the reins might be hung.? It was often
made double, as in the chariot of Juno (doiai 82 wepidpopor Gvrvyés
¢ioc),® and being, moreover, thicker than the body to which it was at-
tached, gave it both form and strength. A simple form of it is given
in the annexed wood-cut.

(B.) The azle, made of oak (¢iywwoc &fwv),* and sometimes also
of ilex, ash, or elm. The axle was firmly fixed under the body of
the chariot, which, in reference te this circumstance, was called
oreprepia, and which was often made of wicker-work, inclosed by
the dvrvé.® ’

(C.) The wheels (xixAa, tpoyoi) revoived upon the axle, as in mod-
ern carriages ; and they were prevented from coming off by the in-
sertion of pins (mpévas, fumoldos) into the extremities of the axle
(éxpafovia). The parts of the wheel were as follows: (a.) The nave,
called wA7xvn,® and aleo youwixic. (B.) The spokes, called xvijuas, lit
erally, the legs. The number of spokes, of course, differed in-dif-
ferent wheels. On one occasion we- read of eight (6xrdxvyua).’”
(y.) The felly (Irvg).* This was commonly made of some flexible
and elastic wood, such as poplar,? or the wild fig, which was also
used for the rim of the chariot. Heat was applied to assist in pro-
ducing the requisite curvature.!* The felly was, however, composed
of separate pieces, called arcs (éyidec), which Hesiod!! seems to

1n,le 2 Id, v., 22, 322, 31, v, 728 41, v, 838,
& Id,, xxii,, 335, 438. ¢ I, v., 726 11d., v, 8.
$Id,v,T. O IH,iv., 482 19 14, xxl, 37. 11 Op. & Dics, 426.
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recommend should be four in number. (4.) The tire (énfowrper).
Homer! describes the chariot of Juno as having a tire of bronse
upon a golden felly, thus placing the harder metal in a position to
resist friction, and to protect the softer.

(D.) The pole (pvudc) was firmly fixed at its lower extremity to
the axle ; and at the other end (dxpoppiuiov) the pole was attached
to the yoke either by a pin (#ubodoc), as shown in the chariot given
below, or by the use of ropes and bands. All the parts now enu-
merated are seen in an ancient.chariot preserved in the Vatican, a
representation of which is given in the following wood-cut.

The chariot was adapted to carry two persons, as already re-
marked, and on this account was called in Greek digpoc (i. €., digé-
pog). One of the two was, of course, the driver. He was called
#iwioxoc, because he held the reins, and his companion wapaibirae,
from going by his side or near him. Though in all respects superior,
“the rapatbirne was often obliged to place himself behind the fvéo-
xoc. On the other hand, a person of the highest rank might drive
his own chariot, and then an inferior might be his wapaibirne, as
when Nestor conveyed Machaon (wdp 68 Maydwv Baive).? In such
cases a kindness or even a compliment was conferred by the driver
on him whom he conveyed.

The Homeric chariots, as represented on bass-reliefs and fictile
vases, were exceedingly light, the body often consisting of little be-
sides a rim fastened to the bottom and to the axle. Thus we find

11, v, 795, Tera,xd, 13,817
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Diomedes, in his noctarnal visit to the enemy’s camp, deliberating
whether to draw away the splendid chariot of Rhesus by the pole,
or to carry it off on his shoulder.! In later times chariots were
chiefly employed in the public games.

VIII. We now return from our digression. Though so little ac-
count is usually made of the common soldiers (mpvAéec),® Homer oc-
casionally lays considerable stress on their orderly and compact ar-
ray ; Nestor and Menestheus are honorably distinguished by the
epithet xoouiirope Adwv.® The troops were naturally drawn up in
separate bodies according to their different nations. It would ap-
pear to be rather a restoration of the old arrangement than a new
classification, when Nestor* recommends Agamemnon to draw up
the troops by tribes and phratries.

IX. Arranged in these natural divisions, the foot-soldiers were
drawn up in densely-compacted bodies (mvkivai gdrayyec), shield
close to shield, helmet to helmet, man to man.* In these masses,
though not usually commencing the attack, they frequently offered
a powerful resistance even to distinguished heroes,® the dense array
of their spears forming a barrier not easily broken through. The
signal for advance or retreat was not given by instruments of any
kind, but by the voice of the leader. A loud voice was consequently
an important matter, and the epithet Sojv 4yabé¢ is common. The
trempet, however, was not absolately unknown.”

X. Under the king or chieftain who commanded his separate con-
tingent, we commonly find subordinate chiefs, who command smaller
divisions. It is difficult to say whether it is altogether accidental
or not that these are frequently five in number. Thus the Myrmi-
dons of Achilles are divided into five oriyec, each of five hundred
men. Five chiefs command the Beeotians ; and the whole Trojan
army is formed in five divisions, each under three leaders.® The
term ¢éAayf is applied either to the whole army,® or to these smaller
divisions and subdivisions, which are also called srixec and nipyoc.

XI. When an enemy was slain, it was the universal practice to
stop and strip him of his arms, which were carefully preserved by
the victor as trophies. The division of the booty generally was
arranged by the leader of the troop, for whom a portion was set
aside as an honorary present.'®* The recovery of the bodies of the

1 R, x. 503, segq. 2 1d, xi, 49; xil, 7%
3 1d, i, 553; iv., 263. « 1d, ii., 362.

8 Id., xifl., 130; xvi., 212. ' ¢ Id., xiii., 145 ; xvii,, 267 ; xiii, 339,
714, xvitl, 219. ® 1d, iv., 295, seqq.; xvi,, 171, segq., &o.

0 1d, vi, & ¥ Id, i, 39%; ix, 328; xl, 703,
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slain was in the Homeric age, as in all later times, a point of the

greatest importance, and frequently either led to a fierce conflict,

or-was effected by the payment of a heavy ransom.

CHAPTER XL
CAMPS—SIEGES.

I. Or the earlier Grecian damps it may be observed, that in gen-
eral the bravest warriors and soldiers were placed at the extremi-
ties, the rest between these, in order that the stronger might be a
guard to the weaker, and sustain the first onsets, if the enemy should
endeavor to force the intrenchments on either flank. Thus we find
Achilles and Ajax posted at the two ends of the Grecian camp be-
fore Troy, as bulwarks on each side of the rest of the princes, who
had their tents in the middle.!

II. When they intended to remain for any length of time in their
encampments, it was customary, from the Homeric times dowaward,
to set apart a place where altars were erected to the gods, and sac-
rifices and religious rites of all kinds were performed. In this same
place public assemblies were called together, when the leader had
any thing to cormomunicate to his followers, and courts of justice
were held, wherein all controversies between the soldiers were de-
cided, and criminals sentenced to punishment.$

III. We do not find in the Trojan war a siege conducted on scien-
tific principles. Troy was fortified, and had a wall provided with
towers. The Greeks protected their camp with a rampart or a wall
(reixoc), with towers (wipyor) and battlements (xpdooac, émdAfe), a
ditch in front (rd¢poc), and palisades (ox6Aomec).® In the wall was
a gate (mvAas), for the egress of their chariots. The camp was in
the neighborhood of the ships (which were hauled upon land), and
consisted of huts composed of earth or wood (xA«lat). There seem
to have been no regular sentinels or outposts ;* only the disabled
and unserviceable were stationed on the walls ;* nor had they any
settled plan for sending out scouts. In the tenth book of the Iliad
we read of them as employed by both sides.

IV. The fate of a captured city was cruel in the extreme.® All
the males capable of bearing arms were exterminated ; the women
and children were dragged away, to be divided among the vietors,

11, ix, 222 3 1d., xi., 806. s 1., vil, 327, 434.
¢ Id, ix., 66; vii., 371. s K., viil., 517 ; xviil, 514, .
¢ Id, ix,, 591 ; Od., viil. 528; Thirkoall, Hist. Gr., vol. i, p. 207, 8vo ed.
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as the most valuable part of the spoil. And the evils of slavery
were no doubt aggravated often by a partition, which tore a family
asunder, and scattered its members over distant quarters of a for-
eign land. Homer describes a scene which was probably familiar
to his contemporaries, when he compares the flood of tears drawn
from Ulysses by his painful recollections with the weeping of a
woman torn from the body of her busband, who had just fallen in
defence of his city, and hurried along by the captors, who quicken
her steps by striking her on the back and shoulders with their spears.

V.'Yet the sanctuaries of the gods sometimes afforded an asylum,
which was respected on these i by the querors. Thus
Maro, the priest of Apollo,’ was saved with his family from the com-
mon destruction, in which the Ciconians of Ismarus were involved
by Ulysses ; for he dwelt within the precincts sacred to the god;
yet be redeemed himself by a heavy ransom. The priest of Apollo,
who occasions the quarrel in the Iliad,® was not so fortunate : he
loses his daughter in the sack of Thebe, and only recovers her
through the extraordinary interference of the god.?

CHAPTER XIIL
NAVIGATION—SHIPS.

1. Tux beginning of the art of ship-building and of navigation
among the Greeks must be referred to a time much anterior to the
ages of which we have any record. Even in the earliest mythical
stories long voyages are mentioned, which are certainly not alto-
gether poetical fabrications, and we have every reason to suppose
that at that early age ships were used which were far superior to a
simple canoe, and of a much more complicated structure.

II. The time, therefore, when boats consisted of one hollow tree
(uovégvaa), or when ships were merely rafts (gyediat), tied together
with leathern thongs, ropes, or other substances,* belongs to a pe-
riod of which not the slightest record has reached us, although such
rude and simple boats or rafts continued occasionally to be used
down to the latest times, and appear to have been very common
among several of the barbarous nations with whom the Romans
came in contact.®

II1. Passing over the story of the ship Argo and the expedition

1 0d, ix,, 197. VI 4, 11, segq. 3 Thirhoall, L ¢
« Plin, B. N, vil, 57. s Quint., x, 2; Flor, Iv., 2; Lév, xxi, 26,
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of the Argonauts, we shall proceed to consider the ships described
in the Homeric poems.

IV. The numerous fleet with which the Greeks are said to have
sailed to the coast of Asia Minor must, on the whole, be regarded as
sufficient evidence of the extent to which navigation was carried in
those times, however much of the detail in the Homeric description
may have arisen from the poet’s own imagination. In the Homeric
catalogue it is stated that each of the fifty Beeotian ships carried one
hundred and twenty warriors,! and a ship which carried so many
can not have been of very small dimensions. What Homer states
of the Beeotian vessels applies more or less to the ships of other
Greeks.

V. These ships were provided with a mast (loréc), which was fast-
ened by two ropes (mpérovoc) to the two ends of the ship, so that
when the rope broke that connected it with the prow, the mast would
fall toward the stern, where it might kill the helmsman.*? The mast
could be erected or taken down as necessity required. They also
had sails ({sria), but no deck ; each vessel, however, appears to have
had only one sail, which was used in a favorable wind, and the prin-
cipal means of propelling the vessel lay in the rowers (épérac), who
sat upon benches (xAnidec) while handling the oars (éperuol). The
oars were fastened to the side of the ship with leathern thongs (rpo-
woi depudrevo?), in which they were turned as a key in its hole.

VI. The ships in Homer were mostly called black (géAaivac), prob-
ably because they were painted or covered with a black substance,
such as pitch, to protect the wood against the influence of the water
and the air. Sometimes other colors, such as piAroc (minium), a
red color, were used to adorn the sides of the ships near the prow,
whence Homer occasionally calls ships u:Aromdpyo, or red-cheeked.*
They were also painted occasionally with a purple color (goivexo-
mwdpyor).* Herodotus says that all ships were painted with ufArog.

VII. When the Greeks had landed on the coast of Troy, the ships
were drawn on shore, and fastened at the poop to large stones with
& rope which served as anchors.®* This custom of drawing the ships
upon the shore when they were not used was followed in later times
also, as every one will remember from the accounts in Czsar’s Com-
mentaries. 'When drawn up on the land they rested on shores or
wooden props (¥puara). The ropes by which the vessels were fast-

ened by the poops were called mpuuvyj
1, i, 510, 3 0d, xil, 409, segq. 314, iv., T2
¢ I, i, 637; Od,ix, 125, s 0d., xi, 124,
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VI The most important parts of the vessel were the following :
1. The keel (arelpn) ; 2. The rudder (rnddwov) ; 8. The bulwarks (ix-
pta); 4. The thwarts or rowers’ benches ({vyé) ; 5. The oar (dperpéc),
called also xdny, though this, strictly speaking, is merely the osr-
Randle ; 6. The forecastle or prow (viic mpdpn) ; 7. The efterpart or
stern (vic mpipvy) ; 8. The rhast (loréc), made fast, as already re-
marked, to the fore and aft parts of the ship by the stays (mpsrovor);
9. The sail (ioriov) ; 10. The ropes, such as the dwépa:, running from
the top of the mast to the two ends of the yard; the xdlo:, with
which the sail was drawn up or let down ; and the xédec, or the ropes
attached to the two lower corners of the square sail.! Homer does
not describe any sea-fight, but he mentions a sort of poles employed
on such occasions called fvoré vaiuaya. We read also of broad
vessels of burden called gopridec edpeias.

IX. There is a celebrated but difficult passage in the Odyssey,*
in which the building of a vessel is described, although not with
the minuteness which an actunal ship-builder might wish for. Ulys-
ses first cuts down with his axe twenty trees, and prepares the wood
for his purpose by cutting it smooth and giving it the proper shape.
He then bores the holes for nails and hooks, and fits the planks to-
gether, and fastens them with nails. He rounds the bottom of the
ship like that of a broad vessel of burden, and raises the bulwarks
(ixpea), fitting them upon the numerous ribs of the ship. He after-
ward covers the whole of the outside with planks, which are laid
across the ribs from the keel upward to the bulwarks. Next the
mast is made, and the sail-yard is attached to it ; and, lastly, the
rudder is formed.

X. When the ship is thus far completed, he raises the bulwarks
still higher by wicker-work, which goes all around the vessel, as a
protection against the waves. This raised bulwark of wicker-work
and the like was used in later times also.? For ballast, Ulysses
throws into the ship 64y, which, according to the scholiast, consist-
ed of wood, stones, and sand. Calypso then brings him materials
to make a sail of, and he fastens the vmépat, the xdlot, and the adde,
already mentioned. The ship of which the building is thus de-
scribed was a small vessel—a oyedia, as Homer ealls it ; but it bad,
like all the Homeric ships, a round bottom. Greater ships must
have been of a more complicated structure, as ship-builders are
praised as artists.¢

1 Nitssch, Anmerk. z. Odyss., vol. ii., p. 35, segq. ; Ukert, Bemerk. uber Hom. Geog.,
Vo P.20. * 0d, v., U3.
3 Eustath. ad Od., v., 256. o ¢ 1L, v., 60, segy.
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XI. It is a general opinion that in the Homeric age sailors did
not venture out into the open sea; but that such was really done is
clear from the fact that Homer makes Ulysses say that he had lost
sight of land, and saw nothing but the sky and water ; although, on
the whole, it may be admitted that, even down to the historical times,
the navigation of the ancients was confined to coasting along the
shore. The Greeks most renowned in the Heroic ages as sailors
were the Cretans, whose king Minos is said to have possessed »
large fleet, and also the Ph=acians.

CHAPTER XIII.
PHYSICAL TRAINING, SPORTS, &C.

- I Tax deity who presided over man’s entrance into life was
Ilithyia (Eideifvia), of whom Homer speaks sometimes in the sin-
gular, at other times in the plural ;! in the latter casé, however, as
the daughters of and standing in a dependent relation to Juno (Hera),
the great matron and mather. The new-born child (according to
Homer, veoyidéc ; at a later period, veoyvic) received its first nour-
ishment either from its mother, as Telemachus from Penelope, and
Hector from Hecuba; or from a nurse, as Ulysses from Euryclea.
Nausicaa and Astyanax, too, were nursed at a stranger’s breast.
The Homeric word rpépewv is changed into rifpveiv or r«ﬂqvua@at
by the author of the hymn to Ceres (Demeter).?

1I. The swaddling, and the other earliest cares of infancy, are
still more accurately described by the author of the Homeric hymn
to Mercury (Hermes). It was the duty of the nurse to take care
that her nursling sustained no injury from incantation (¢érpiveiy?),
nor from aoy plant of magic power. She must know healing roots
(évrirauat), of greater efficacy than any of those noxious herbs
-(ovAéTopa), Whose preternatural effects were in a great measure
produced by the art of culling the plant with its root (J:foroueiv
Peravac). Coagulated milk, wine, and honey is the diet with which
-Venus (Aphrodite) nourished the daughters of Pandareus.®* Milk
and honey, too, are the food of the new-born Jupiter (Zeus) in Crete.

IIL Little infants were carried next the bosom, under the folds
of the garment (Vxd sxéAne), which was confined round the waist
by the girdle. The warm touch was justly esteemed beneficial.
Larger children were carried in the arms (ém xo?.ﬂ,a). The wages

1 I, xi, 210; xix, 119, 2 H in Cer., 142, :
3 74, 998; in Mere, 31. CH.inCor,29.  504,xx,68"
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of careful nursing were paid by the parents, or by the childrea them-
selves in after years, and gratitude raised the tender and watchful
nurse to the station of director of household affairs, and inspector
and teacher of the maidens, and granted her the privilege of making
ready the couch of the master. The Greeks had a word to express
the negligence of nurses, viz., 4gpadin ; at a later period, xaxogpadin.

IV. The later training of the boy was committed to men ; as that
of Achilles to Pheenix. A happy ehild, who lived under the watch-
ful eye of his mother—above all, under the sheltering guardianship
of his father, was termed du¢ifarsc.® But the child’s only security
for the continnance of these joyous days of infancy lay in the life
and the power of his father; pltmble was the fate of the orphan.?
Happier he whose father lived to afford a model to his unfolding
powers, and to train him in his ripening years to be eloquent in dis-
course and strenuous in deed.

V. Hunting, running, leaping, wrestling, and boxing formed tle
discipline of the future warrior. Another part of his education was
the knowledge of medicinal berbs (¢dpuaxa), and of the treatment
of wounds, in which we find Achilles instructed by Chiron, the most
virtuous of Centaurs.! Homer tells of no other instruction given to
his hero by Chiron, around whom later traditions assembled the
most illustrious chiefs and warriors, as in a school of chivalry.

VI. Unmarried youths, in the flower of their age, loved to repair
to the circling dance in freshly-washed garments. A dance of this
kind, executed with all the dexterity of the most skillfol and vigo-
rous youth, is described by the author of the Odyssey, during the
visit of Ulysses to the King of the Pheacians.* While one youth
burls the purple ball into the air, and another catches it in the dance,
others again clap their hands with open palm, probably thus beating
the measure, which was redueed to a regular art among the Greeks ;
alibough, according to the explanation which Eustathius gives of
the words xovpor ¢' Exidiikeor GAAot, they appear to denote only the
beating with the fore-finger of the one hand en the palm of the other.

Vil. Playiog on the eithara or lute was one of the accomplish-
ments of heroic youth. Thus Achilles sings to the tuneful strings
the deeds of illustrious men.* This was a kind of mental medicine ;
for the voice and the lute, blended as he blended them, have a magic
power to captivate and subdue the spirit. ‘The luxurious suitors of
Penelope seek to amuse and please her, after their fashion, with
ﬂaymg at quoits before the door of the house.¢

"1 Cotnpare 12, xxii, 500, EY Ty T agd,xi, el
+ 04, viil, 370, s I, 1., 186. * 0d, iv, 65,
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CHAPTER XIV.
PRIVATE LIFE—MARRIAGES, &O.

I. Youne women in the bloom of youth (#6p¢ &vfoc according 0
Homer, xovpfiiov &vloc Exovea: in the Homeride, that is, in matare
yet virgin beauty) lived in the interior of the house with their moth-
ers, busied about the household affairs; as in the instance of Nau-
sicaa and the daughters of Celeus in the Homeric hymn to Ceres.
It was their task to fetch water for the house in bright brazen pitch-
ers (xdAme, a vessel wide at the bottom and narrow at the top, with
a handle) ; sometimes even to unharness the horses and mules from
the chariots and wagons ; but, above all, to superintend the wash-
ing of the linen ; for white and delicately-washed linen caused the
virgins to be held in high esteem, and attracted suitors, who would
otherwise Jook for riches and noble lineage. But the busy gossip
of the multitude warned the maidens to be of retired and discreet
manners ; for even then the tongue of scandal was busy, uéia &
eloiv vmepplalor kara Sijuov.

II. To associate with 2 man in secret, without the consent of pa-
rents, or the solemn rites of marriage, was disgraceful to a noble
maiden.* Marriage, to be lJawful, must be contracted under the di-
rection, or, at least, with the consent of parents, as we find from
the expressions of Briseis in her lament over Patroclus; or from
the refusal of Achilles to marry the daughter of Agamemnoa without
the consent of Peleus.? The primitive custom of the purchase of
the bride by the bridegroom, who prevailed in his svit by the weight
of his gifts (¢édvouc Bpicact), had been so far softened and refined in
the Homeric age, that the wisbes of the daughter were consulted.
‘When Penelope puts off her suitors under ingenious pretexts, An-
tinous urges Telemachus to send home his mother, and to command

" her to unite herself to him whom her father approved of and she
herself preferred.® :

III. The desire of Alcinous, too, to have Ulysses as a son-in-ldw,
seems expressed not without a reference to the inclinations of his
daughter, who tells Ulysses at parting not to forget her. On the
other hand, when the alliance was peculiarly desired by the father,

1 0d, vi, 974 2 1d, 1., 285 S I, ix., 394,
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he gave his daughter a rich dowry, houses and lands, namely, and
sometimes even towns.

IV. We find in Homer the simple rudiments of those splendid and
elaborate nuptial ceremonies of later times, which the refined and
polished humanity of Greece elevated to a solemn act of consecra-
tion. In short, the leading of the bride in procession, veiled to the
waist (xpfdeuvor,! which a scholiast explains by duegiptov), from the
paternal abode to the one prepared for her reception, is still custom-
ary. Mention is expressly made in Hesiod of the carriage which
was used on this solemn occasion ; for driving in chariots is char-
acteristic of the Heroic age, and is appropriate either to high festi-
vals and solemnities, or to great distances. Torches were carried
by the side.

V. A joyful marriage song was sung as the bridal train moved
along (Yuévaiog dpdpee), @ hymn in short, for even the older Greeks
point out the etymological relation between Hymenzus and the
bymn. Pipes and harps resounded ; but as song was never with-
out the accompanimerit of the measured step beating the cadence,
she dance (20xnfuéc) and dancers (bpynorijpes) were a necessary ap-
pendage to the festival. The pipes, however, were clearly of Phry-
gian origin, and were connected with Oriental manners. The ob-
servations of the scholiast? expressly tell us that the pipe was un-
known to the earlier Greeks. How essential song and dance were
to nuptial feasts is clear from the command of Ulysses, that in order
to deceive the Ithacans, there should be dance and song in the pal-
ace after the massacre of the suitors, as if a nuptial feast were cel-
ebrated.?

VI. Before the marriage ceremony the bride was conducted to the
bath, after which she was dressed in a garment presented by the
bridegroom. Thus, in the p ge above quoted, Ulysses bade all
the maidens bathe and adorn themselves.* Minerva’s injunction
to Nausicaa shows that the dresses of the bridesmen were presents
from the bride.* 'When, at length, the guardian of the nuptial cham-
ber ($arauyméroc®) had conducted the espoused pair, with a train
of torches, to the couch spread with carpets and rich coverings, she
retired, and the bridegroom loosed the girdle of the bride, as Nep-
tune did that of Tyro. The custom of greeting them with the epi-
thalamian song and with shouts was of later origin.

VII: Second marriage was deemed contrary to the laws of mod-
esty. A woman secured public respect by faithful attachment to

1 11, xxi., 470, 2 Schol. ad I, xvill., 495. 3 0d, xxi., 130, segq.
& I3. i,132. s 0d, vi, 27. ¢ 1d,, vii,, 8; xxiil., 293,
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the husbend of her youth. When Pentlope, pressed by her fathex
and her brothers, is near making choice of Eurymachus, Minerva
warns Telemachus to return home and prevent this.> It is probable
that growa-up children sometimes determined the conduct of the
widow ; for the paternal inheritance descended to them, she re-
ceiving back merely the portion she bad brought. Telemachus
wishes his mother out of the house, that he may be rid of the suit-
ors, who squander his patrimony. Baut he is restrained from send.
ing her back to Icarius by the difficulty of paying back her dowry.?
Sometimes the wishes of the firt husband decided the wife on a
second marriage when the children were grown up.?

VIII. The divine vengeance overtook ihe man who seduced or
coveted the wife of another, as ZEgisthus, who, contrary to the wil}
of Fate (imép pépov), espoused the wife of Agamemnon, and assisted
in murdering him oa his return. Even the dishoner of a concubine
(mallaxic) was avenged by the Erinnyes or Furies ;* and a punish-
ment known to the earliest records of the East, and represented on
the elder Greek works of art(the Phigalean hass-reliefs, forinstance),
interment under a heap of stones, so that only the head was left ex.
posed, appears to have bheen the common punishment of ravishers.*

IX. Adultery was punished by fine.®* The injured husband de-
manded restitution of all the presents he had given to the father of
his wife. It was a duty to make this atonement. The lawful wife
was called xovpidin &Aoyog or axactig, in contradistinction to the wad-
Aakideg or concuhines ; and the children born in wedlock yvjatoc or
{6acyevéec, while the others were termed véfoc. The illegitimate
children were sometimes brought up at home. In the Iliad one is
mentioned who remained in the house, and was kindly treated by
the lawful wife. Telamon also educates his natural son at home ;
and Priam’s legitimate and illegitimate children sit in the samg
chariot.”

CHAPTER XV.
EMPLOYMENT OF THE WOMEN
I. Wi have already said that the women lived in the interior of the

h , busied about h hold affairs.® Sometimes, though rot fre-
quently, the solitude and monotony of the women’s apartments were

104, xv., 21 2 7d,, xix., 527 3 74, xvit, 369,
4 1,ix., 454 $ Compare I., iii., 39. 8 Od., viii, 832,
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interrapted by visits. The visitors were received with nearly the
same formalities as we find recorded in the Old Testament. The
‘whole ceremonial of reception is best described in the passage where
‘Thetis enters the Gynzceum of Vulcan.! To advance to meet the
wisitor, and to put out the hand (in the case of an inferior or de-
pendant, a kiss on the head and hand was added to this greeting,
and was affectionately returned) ;* words of gracious and flattering
weleome ; a prayer to be seated on a magnificent couch (xAcudc or
xAcoin), which was often inlaid with silver and ivory, and before
which was placed a foot-stool (Jpiyvc), are the almost invariably
recurring. demonstrations of courtesy in the Homeric age.

11. Suppliants, however, thought it seemly to decline the stately
magnificence of the couch, which was sometimes covered with rich
carpets. Thas Ceres, in the hymn to her, reposes on a seat covered
with the fleece of a sheep. It was also the custom for the host or
hostess to lead the way.? To offer refreshment, a cup of wine,
namely (among the immortals ambrosia and nectar, as in Calypso’s
reception of Merenry), or, at least, a nourishing dfSh of polenta, made
of meal and water,* was one of the attentions with which the rites
of hospitality were honored.

III. Another interruption to the monotony of female life in these
early times was occasioned by the chance visit of a Pheenician mer-
chant, who was admitted into the women’s apartments to display
his caskets of jewelry.® The rest of the women’s time was spent
in the ordinary employment of their sex, weaving (in which, even
anterior to Homer, they had attained to the refinement of executing
elaborate patterns), and attendance on the children.®

IV. Throwing the ball in a circle’; running races on coming out
of the streams in which they had washed the linen; gathering
flowers and sporting over beautiful meads, amusements which were
graceful in young maidens, no longer bescemed the matron. Hers
‘was the praise of noble statnure and pelished mind, of dignified
manners and skillful works.” To rule amid her women and maid-
ens; foconverse with them, and take pleasure in their merriment ;®
or, like Helen, to listen attentively to the discourse of a guest, or
skillfully to prepare medicaments for his wounds or his illness—such
was the vocation of the mistress, who rarely left her household to
the guidance of servants.

1 1., xvii, 369, 2 0d, xvi, 15; xxi, 24. 2 14, 1, 195.
4 Hymn. in Cer., 206. 5 Od., xv., 459. ¢ Id., vii, 110,
711.,1.,1[15. 8 04, xviil., 315,
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CHAPTER XVI
EMPLOYMENT OF THE MEN.

I. Tax most universal source of wealth in the Heroic age was the
rearing of cattle, sheep, &c. Rich men are called avdpes woAvboiraz,
worippgvec, modvapveg, moAvugAor. Itis well known that, at the pres-
ent day, among the nomadic nations of Asia, the sons of the chiefs
still follow their flocks in the wilderness. And this, in the Heroic
ages, was likewise the case in Greece, where youths of the noblest
families watched over their father’s sheep and cattle.! Thus Bu-
colion, son of Laomedon, led to pasture the flocks of his sire ;* and
two sons also of Priam pursued the same occupation.? Where the
number of the flock required the care of several men, a chief shep-
herd (¢mimoiuivt) was appointed to overlook the rest. Among the
ancients twenty sheep were thought to require the attention ef a man
and a boy ; but in modern times three men and a boy, with four or
five dogs, are sometimes intrusted with a flock of five hundred, of
which two thirds are ewes.*

II. But that agriculture was also, at a very early period, an import.
ant pursuit, may be gathered from the writings of Hesiod, as well
as from various passages in Homer, particularly those in which he
uses similes derived from husbandry.® For their ploughs they em-
ployed oxen and mules. The constraction of the plough always con-
tinued to be extremely simple. In the age of Hesiod? it consisted
of four parts, the handle, the socket, the coulter, and the beam ; and
very little alteration seems afterward to have been made in its form
or structare till the introduction of the wheel-plough. The more
primitive instrument, however, would seem to have consisted orig-
inally of two parts only, one serving the purpose of handle, socket,
and share, the other being the beam by which it was fastened to the
yoke. In the antique implement the beam was sometimes made of
bay or elm, the socket of oak, and the bandle of ilex.

II1. We read also of the cultivation of fruit, especially of the vine.
Long before the historical age the vine had spread itself through-the
whole of Greece, together with several parts of Asia Minor, as may

1 Schol. Did. ad 04, xiil, 223. * I, vi, 25; Od., xv., 385, s I, iv, 106.
¢ 04, xil, 131. § Leake, Travels in the Morea, vol. 1, p. 17.
$ I, xi,67; xvill, 540,500. 7 Op. &t D., 467, 0e99.; Gotsl. ad Hes., O. & D, 431.
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be inferred from the langunage of Homer,! who frequently enumer-
ates vineyards among the possessions of his heroes. Hunting, fowl-
ing, and fishing also formed part of the employments of men during
this same period. The arms and accoutrements of these primitive
sportsmen corresponded with the rough service in which they were
engaged. Sometimes they went forth to the attack of the wild bull
or the bear armed with formidable battle-axes.* But when their
game was fleet and innocuous, a handful of light javelins and the
bow safficed ; as when Ulysses and his companions beat the coun-
try in search of wild goats.? Boar spears were in use before the
period of the Trojan war, as Ulysses, who appears to have been ex-
cessively addicted to the chase, is represented going thus armed to
the field with the sons of Autolycus, when he was wounded by the
hog.¢ The chase of the lion, which in Xenophon’s time could no
lIonger be enjoyed in Greece Proper, required the most daring cour-
age and the most formidable weapons, spears, javelins, clubs, and
burning torches, with which at last they repelled him at night from
the cattle-stalls.®
IV. Fowling was practiced not enly with nets and gins, but also
with the bow, in the use of which last they showed accomplished
marksmanship.® In the funeral games of Patroclus we find one of
the heroes hitting from a considerable distance a dove which had
been tied by a small cord to the summit of a mast.” They fished
not ounly with nets, but with hooks,® though the passage, indeed,
where the net is mentioned, can not well be adduced in corrobora-
tion, since it may refer to fowling as well as to fishing.® Certain
verses in the Odyssey, however, prove beyond a doubt that the
Greeks had already begun to derive a great part of their sustenance
from the sea ; and the Homeric heroes even understood the value of
oysters, which, as appears from the Iliad, were obtained by diving.'®

CHAPTER XVIL
ARTS—ARCHITECTURE—METALLURGY.

1. It is clear, from the poems of Homer, that the Greeks were ac-
quainted, at a very early period, with many of the arts which con-
tribute to the comfort and elegance of life. The expression dyus-

1M1, 561; H,184; ix, 152,294, 3 Zd, xvil, 520,  ® Od, ix., 155, seqq.
4 1d, ix, 465. s 1L, xvil, 657. ¢ Atheneus, 1, 22, 2.
7 17, xxiii., 853. 8 0d, xil., 31, segq.
? I, i, 487, segg.; St John, Hellsnss, 1., 210. 10 ., xvi., 747,
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ospyéc comprehends all those who exercised ineehanic arts, thus ex-
cluding diviners, physicians, minstrels, and heralds.

II. Among the arts we imust especially notice architectare and
the working in metals.

III. The first period of architecture, which is chiefly nyme.l.
comes down to the time of Cypeelus, B.C. 660. Miiller, however,
carries it as far down as B.C. 680. Our information respeeting this
period is derived from the Homeric poems, the traditions preserved
by other writers, and the most ancient monuments of Greece, Cen-
tral Italy, and the coast of Asia Minor. Strongly-fortified cities,
palaces, and treasuries are the. chief works of the earlier part of
this period, and to it may be referred most of the so-called Cyclo-
pean remains, while the era of the Dorian invasion marks, in all
prabability, the commencement of the Dorian style of temple archi-
tecture.

IV. The metals which have been more or less known from the
earliest period of which we have any information are those which
were long distinguished as the seven principal metals, namely, gold,
silyer, copper, tia, iron, lead, and mercury. If to this list we add
the compound of gold and silver called electrum (hiexrpov), the com-
pound of copper and tin called yaixis (bronze), and steel, we have,
in all probability, a list of the metals known to the Greeks of the
Homeric times, and also to their descendants of a later day. Zinc

they do not appear to have known as a metal, but only in its ores;

and brass they regarded as a sort of bronze.

V. The early Greeks were no doubt chiefly indebted for a supply
of the various metals to the commerce of the Pheenicians, who pre-
cured them principally from Arabia and Spain, and tin from Britain
and the East. In the Homeric poems we find an allusion to this
" traffic as one in which the Greeks of the western coast were already
engaged ; where Minerva personates Mentes, the ruler of the Ta-
phians, carrying shining iron to Temesa in Cyprus, to exchange it
for copper.! The Homeric poems furnish ample proof of how much
more plentiful copper was than iron. The former is the common
material for arms, instruments, and vessels of various sorts; the
latter 18 mentioned much more rarely, and is distinguished by an
epithet implying the difficulty of working it (woAfxuyroc®), and its
adjective is often used metaphorically to express the greatest stub-
bornness.? Hesiod carries us back to a period when iron was un-
known ;¢ and though the period thus described is mythxcal, yet the

" 104,1,184; Nitvach, ad oc. sm, v, 8

3 0d, v., 191, &c. . 4 Op. &t D, 156, segg.
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idea of it was clearly connected with the belief that iron had been
the last discovered of all the metals.!

VL The importance of bardening copper for arms and armor, and
8o forth, is a presumption in favor of the knowledge and use of tin ;

- bat we have also definite mention of this metal (xaoatrepoc) several

times in the Iliad ; and it seems not improbable that then, as now,
it was generally plated on another metal.® The art of hardening
copper by the admixture of tin was known before the historical pe-
riod. With respect to steel, it is a much dispated point whether
this metal is the proper sense of the word svavoc in Homer? and
Hesiod ;* but, at all events, it is highly prubable that this is the
meaning of ¢diuac in Hesiod.® It would appear, from the manner
in which Eschylus refers to the Chalybes, taken in connection with
the traditions respecting the early intercourse of the Greeks with
the shores of the Baltic, that the iron and steel works of that people
were known at a very early period, and that it was from them
chiefly that the Greeks procured their iron-and steel.®

VII. The ancients were acquainted with gold and silver from the
earliest known periods, and they are constantly mentioned in Homer.
It would appear, however, from the language of Homer, that silver
was comparatively scarce. It was much more abundant in Asia
than in Greece Proper, where there were not many silver mines.
Throughout the whole of Greece, moreover, though gold was by no
means unknown, it appears to have been obtained chiefly through
the Greek cities of Asia Minor and the adjacent islands, which pos-
sessed it in abundance. The Homeric poems speak constantly of
gold as being laid up in treasuries and used in large quantities for
the purposes of ornament ; but this is sufficiently accounted for by

“the fact that Homer was an Asiatic Gre€k. The chief places from

which the Greeks procured their gold were India, Arabia, Armenia,
Colchis, and Troas. It was also found mixed with the sands of the
Pactolus and other rivers.

VIIL If we turn from the metals themselves to the art of working
them, still taking the poems of Homer and Hesiod for our guide, we
find the Greeks of that early period perfectly acquainted with the
processes of smelting the metal from the ore, and of forging heated
masses into the required shapes, by the aid of the hammer and the
tongs. It may indeed be doubted whether the ybavor, into which

1 Hick, Creta, i, p. 260; Millin, Minéralogic Homérique.

3 Beckmann, Hiat. Inv., ii., p. 206, &c. 3 I, xi, 94, 35; Od., vil, 87,
& Scut., 143. 8 Id., B1; Theag., 161

8 Bsch., Prom. V., 120 ; 4poll. Rhod., ii, 1000; Xen, dnab, v, 5, 1.
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Vulcan throws the materials of the shield of Achilles, and which .
are worked by the blast of twenty pair of bellows (¢d0as), are smekt-

. ing furnaces or mere smith's forges, but the former sense seems
required in the passage of Hesiod.* Both Homer and Hesiod refer
to the smith’s work-shop (yaAxiioc déroc, ydAxeiog Soxoc) as 8 com-
mon lounge, and as a place of shelter to which the poor resorted for
its warmth.?

IX. The smith’s instruments were the anvil (dxuwr), with the
block on which it rested (4xpé0erov), the tongs (rvpdypn), and the
hammer (awsrip, o¢dpa)t The following wood-cut, represent-
ing Vulean forging a thunderbolt for Jupiter, and taken from a gem
in the royal cabinet at Paris, will give some idea of these instru-
ments.

———

X. The arts of casting metals into moulds, and of welding or
even of soldering pieces of metal together, were as yet unknown.
In large works, hammered plates were united by mechanical fasten-
ings, nails, pins, rivets, cramps, or dovetails (deouol, §2oc, mepévat,
xévrpa), and specimens of this sort of work in the bronze statues of
the earliest period were still to be seen in the time of Pausanias.®
The art of embossing, or fastening pieces of one metal on the sur-
face of another (éumwacoriky Téxyvy), is referred to several times in
Homer.* Gilding was commonly practiced. One interesting ex-
ample is the gilding of the horns of an ox about to be sacrificed.”

1 1, xviil., 470. 3 Theog.. 863, 3 Od., xviil, 328; Op. et D 491

¢ I, xviii,, 369; Od., ili., 433, segq.

§ Pausan., x., 16, 1. Compare Ii., xi., 634 ; xviii., 379.

S I, xi,, 24, 35. Compare Lobeck, ad Soph., Aj., 846. 704, iil, 95, &c.
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This passage furnishes a striking instance of the use of words con-
nected with yaAxée for working in any kind of metal.

XI. The advances made in the art of metallurgy in subsequent
times are chiefly connected with the improvements in the art of
statuary. The method of working, as described by Homer, seems
to have long prevailed, namely, hy beating out lnmps of the mate-
rial into the form proposed, and afterward fitting the pieces together
by means of pins or keys. It was called ogvpfidaror, from ogipa, a
hammer.!

.

CHAPTER XVIIL
COMMERCE—MONEY—WEIGHTS.

I. Hoxze, of course, supplies the best account we possess of Gre-
cian commerce in remote antiquity, though it had been carried on
ages before his time. Mariners, in the Odyssey, ebtain the name
of wpparijpec, or * merchants,” and are elsewhere said to plough the
seas éxi mpifiy xai xpfipara, “ for traffic and gain.’’® The most cel- -
ebrated mariners known to Homer were the Pheenicians, whom he
terms NavsixAvroc Gvdpeg,  fammous mariners,” subjoiving rpdxras,
pvpld Gyovrec dBvpuara vyt pelaivy,  greedy knaves, bringing num-
berless trinkets in the black ship.”® These Pheenician-traders
brought also rich clothing and glass wares.

II. That from the very first, moreover, the Pheenicians obtained
notoriety for their piratical arts, the story of Eumeus in the Odys-
sey, and the abduction of Io, as related by Herodotus,* would seem
eclearly to indicate. Nay, Thucydides himself, in a recapitulation
of the ancient history of Greece, observes that the islanders, chiefly
Carians and Pheenicians, were no less renowned than their neigh-
bors for piracy.* The Pheenicians, however, would appear Yo have
led the way, and probably, by their successes, excited the emulation
of the Carians, who drove them from the islands, and adopted the
business of piracy in their stead.®

II1. Coined money is not mentioned in Homeric times, the meas-
ure of value being a certain number of heads of cattle. Whenever
the precious metals are spoken of as employed in effecting the trans-
fer of commodities, we are to understand merely a certain quantity
of unstamped gold and silver. From an often-cited passage of the

1 Pausan., iii, 17, 6. 2 Od, 8 163. Compare Hymn. in 4poll., 397,
3 Od,, xv., 414, segq. 4 Herod, 1,2 § Thucyd,, 1, 8
¢ Conon., Disg., 47, ap. Phot, c. 141, a. 20.
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liad, it is clear that the practice of barter still prevailed. The poet
describes certain ships arriving at the Greeian camp with a carge
of wine from Lemnos, on which the chiefs and soldiers flock to the

share and provide themeelves with what they need, some giving in*

exchange for it a quantity of brass, iron, and skins, and others oxen
or slaves.! ’
IV. The prevailing tradition among the Greeks was, that Pheidon,

king of Argos, first coined both silver and copper money at Kgina, -

and first established a system of weights and measures.* This tra-
dition' no doubt expresses an historical fact, though much distorted.
The coinage or monetary system of Pheidon appears to have been
of Asiatic origin, and to have been adopted chiefly by the Doric
states. Another system of money existed in Asia Minor at a very
early period, especially among the Lydians,® from whom it was
adopted by the Iomian colonists, from which last it passed over into

the Ionian states of Greece Proper, especially Athens, under the *

name of the Eubeic system.¢

V. The Greek system of weight was undoubtedly post- Homeric.
Of the two chief denominations used in the Greek system, namely,
tdAavroy (talentum) and pvé (mina), Homer unses only the former,
whieh is a genunine Greek word, meaning weight, the other being an
Oriental word of the same meaning. Homer uses rédavrov, like
pérpoy, in a specific sense ; and, indeed, in all languages, the earliest
words used for weight are merely generic terms specifically applied ;
such are rdAavrov, manek (uvd), libra, and the English pound, from
pondus. Hence the introduction of the foreign word maneh (uvé) by

the side of the native word rélavrov, indicates the introduction of -

a new standard of weight, which new standard soon superseded
the old ; and then the old word réAavrov was used as a denomina-
tion of weight in the new system, quite different from the weight
which it signified before. 'This last point is manifest from the pas-
sages in Homer in which the word is used in a specific sense, es-
pecially in the description of the funeral games, where the erder of
the prizes proves that the talent muet have been a very much smaller
weight than the later talent of sixty minme, or about eighty-two
peunds avoirdupois ; and traces of this ancient small talent are still
found at a much later penod s

ln.vil 472,uqq
% Herod,, vi, 137; Eph. ap. Streb., vilL, p.576; X1, V. H, xil., 10.
3 Herod., 1., 94. 4 Grote, Hist, Gr., 1., p. 494

8 Smich, Dict. of Ant., s. v. Pondera, p. 931, ed. 2.

-

_at




v

‘BRROIC AGE. ' ‘ 72

OCHAPTER XIX.
SLAVES.

L In the moet ancient times there are said to have been no slaves
in Greece,' but we find them in the Homeric poems, though by no
means so generally as in later times. As soon as men began to
give quarter in war, and became possessed of prisoners, the idea of
employing them, and rendering their labers subservient to their
maintenancs, naturally suggested itself. At the outset, therefore,
servitude sprang from feelings of humanity ; for when it was found
that advantages could be derived from captured enemies, they were
no longer butchered in the field.?

II. Hence, from the verb signifying * to be subdued” (daudofau),
they were denominated Dmoés (Sudec), and the female slaves Dmoe
(duwai),® and constant mention of them is made in Homer. Thus
Telemachus speaks of the Dmoés whow bis father had leR in his
charge ;¢ and Agamemnon detained in his tent a number of Lesbian
women taken captive in-war.* In the same conditipn was Briseis ;

. and to this fate Hector fears Andromache may be reserved after his

death.*
I11. The practice was, when a number of prisoners had been taken,

to make a division of them among the chiefs, generally by lot, and
then to sell chem for slaves. This Achilles boasts he had frequent-
Iy done ;” and Priam fears that this will be the destiny of his own
sons, as it had been of Lycaon, one of their number, whom the Thes-
saliap bere bad seized in the monarch’s garden (v marpdc dAwp).*
T'o the same purpose is the lament of Hecuba, who accuses Achilles
of having reduced many of her sons to slavery.® Examples also
oceur in antiguity of whale cities and states being at once subjected
to.servitude, and this not merely in the Homerie, but also in a later
age.'® i

IV. Baut the supply prod.uoed by war seldom equalled the demand ;
and, in consequence, a race of kidnappers sprang up, who, partly
merchants and partly pirates, roamed about the shores of the Med-

3 Herod., vi., 137 ; Pherecral. ap. Athen., vi, p. 263, b.
8 Mitford, Hist. Gr,, 1, p. 405. 3 Terpstra, Ant. Hom., p. 126.

4 0d, i, 298; Nitzsch, ad loc. sn,ix, 138, ¢ 1d, vi, 454.
114, xxi, 102, ® 1d, xxi., 36.  Id,, xxiv., 751, 10 Gd., xv., 427.
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iterranean, picking up solitary and unprotected individuals. Thus
Eumeeus was sold by Pheenicians to Laertes ; and Ulysses also re-
lates how a Pheenician plotted against his liberty when he was sail-
ing with him toward Libya, and that the Thesprotians had meditated
a like design.! In the Homeric age, however, slaves, whether ac-
quired in war or by purchase, were mostly confined to the houses
of the powerful and wealthy. The vast influx of slaves at a later
period will be considered in another part of this volame.

V. As regards the power possessed by masters over their slaves
during the Heroic ages, it may be remarked that every man appears
to have been a king in his own house, and to have exercised his
anthority without any control. Thus we find the young Telemachus
taking pleasure in the idea that he shall be king over his slaves ;*
and Andromache, with a mother's fondness, fears lest her son should

- become the drudgs of an unfeeling lord.* That masters, indeed, in
that early age, enjoyed the full power of life and death over their
slaves, is illustrated by an example in the Odyssey, where the hero
being, while in disguise, insulted grossly by Melanthius, threatens
the slave that he will incite Telemachus to cut him to pieces.* Aft-
erward, when he has recovered his authority, the terrible menace is
remembered and fulfilled.* 'When supposed to deserve death, slaves
were always executed ignominionsly, and generally by hanging.®

VI. The practice of manumission already prevailed in the Heroic
ages. Ulysses promises their freedom to his herdsman and swine-
herd, if by their aid he should slaughter the auitors ;* and, accord-
ing to Plutarch, Telemachus actually bestowed on Eumseus and his
companions both their liberty and the rights of citizenship, and from
them, he adds, the celebrated families of the Coliades and Bucoli
were descended.?

VII. The employments of slaves embraced, as might be expected,
the whole range of domestic and out-door employments, the latter,
however, being generally discharged by the men, the former by the
women. The labor of female servants was particularly severe. Ear-
ly in the morning their daily toil began with lighting the fire on the
hearth.® They then sprinkled and swept the hall; spread carpets

over the couches or benches, and cleansed the tables with sponges.
Some washed the jugs and cups, others fetched water.!* Some
meanwhile were at work with their mistress at the loom, while oth-
ers prepared the morning meal for the guests. Before the latter par-

1 O0d., xiv., 297, 340. 21d,i,397. I, xxiv., 734. ¢ Od., xviii, 339.
& Id., xxii., 475. ¢ Id., xxii., 462, 114, xxi, 34,
¢ Plut, Hellen. Probl, 14. ?20d,xx.,123. 10 Id, xv., 31, segq.
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took of it, however, they used the bath; and it was the women’s
province to wash, anoint, and dress them. At the repast, a serving
woman carried round water in a vase; she placed a basin on the
table, over which the guests held their hands, while she poured
water upon them.

VIII. The meats, which had been prepared by the cook,' were dis-
tributed by the carvers (dacrpot) ; while the housekeeper or steward-
ess, and the maids, handed round bread in wicker baskets, and the
herald poured out the wine. In the evening, some were employed in
keeping up the fires ;* for if they were suffered to go out, they were
rekindled with difficulty.®* The women whose business it was to
tend the fires, whiled away the hours with gossip.¢ Euryclea, the
faithful nurse of Ulysses, attends Telemachus to his couch,® arranges
the folds of his garments which he has taken off, hangs them on a
peg by the bed-side, and, after seeing him composed to rest, boits
and locks him into his room. After the evening meal, the maids
cleared the tables,* and when the guests had all retired, they too
were allowed to rest.

IX. Not till late in the night, however, was there any cessation of
toil for those of the female slaves whose hard office it was to grind
the wheat and the barley in the hand-mill.” How many a complaint
of these over-worked beings, whom the morming often surprised at
their wretched drudgery, has been echeed to our ears by the voice
of the poets, and how beautifully is the invention of water-mills, and
the relief thereby produced, alluded to in the charming epigram of
the poet Antipater, where Ceres is said to have transferred to the
water nymphs the toil which had wearied the bands of the wretch-
ed female serfs.®

X. In addition, however, to the slaves, there were also free labor-
ers, who worked for hire, and were called Théses (Ofjrec). These
sometimes seem to have been placed on the extremities of estates,
as the guardians of boundaries, a post which Eurymachus offers with
good wages to Ulysses.” And it is the condition of one of these
hinds which Achilles, when in Hades, prefers to the empire of the
shades. The gods also, in their sojourn upon earth, sometimes sub-
mitted to the hardships of this condition. Thus Phcebus Apollo kept
the flocks of Admetus, king of Thessaly,!® when the former was ban-
ished for a certain period from the skies. In a later age, however,
the Bjjrec were the members of the fonrth or lowest class at Athens,

1 0d, iv., 621. 3 1d., xvilig 312; xix, 54. S I, v, 488.

4 Id., xviii., 77. s 1d., i., 428. s, vil,230. 77d,xx,118

S Anth. P.,9,418. 9 Od,, xviii., 356. 16 dpolled., i, 8 -
D
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according to the political division of Solon, and are not to be con-
founded with those who bore this name in earlier times.

CHAPTER XX.

DRESS OF THE WOMEN.

-~

I. Tax dress even of the queen of the skies, when she seeks to
captivate Jupiter, is very simple, and we can only trace in Homer
the beginnings of those personal adornments which the art of a later
age multiplied to infinity. Around her freshly-bathed and spotiess
person Juno (Heré) throws a fine garment, which was fastened only
at the breast (xara oriifoc) with golden clasps.! The name of the
garment (éavéc) must be elucidated by wéridoc,as in most cases it
is only an adjective, and the verb écaro, like the Latin amicire, shows
that we must by no means understand it to mean putting on clothes
in our sense of the word, but merely throwing or wrapping the vest-
ment around the body. The names which Homer employs for ar-
ticles of female dress are 8o capriciously varied, that it is sometimes
difficult to understand the poet’s meaning. The simplicity of their
form, which differed little from that of the men’s, render such mis-
takes of easy occurrence.

II. The chiton (xirév), the most frequently-named female garment,
is generally understood to be the upder garment, reaching to the
feet (yirdv tepuibec),® which was worn next to the skin, like the
tunica of the Romans. The more common expression, however,
for this article of clothing was peplus (wéndoc, later méxAov), which
in Homer signified any covering whatever; but, at the time whea
two body garments were worn, was used for the upper orouter one.
Hence, therefore, a complete dress, especially that of women, was
called 7éraor, in the plural. The chiton was the more convenient

dress for the house. The peplus was the garment for state ocea-.

sions, and was consequently adorned with embroidery, the werk
oftentimes of Sidonian women.? The Trojan women wore it with
deep falling hems. Homer says that Minerva threw off the upper
garment, the peplus, and put on the chiton when she armed herself
with the weapons given her by Jove.t The opposite cut may throw
some light upon the subject which we are here considering. Each
of the females here represented wears a peplus over a chiton.

III. These vestments, then, and with them the ¢apoc of Calypso,®

1 I, xiv., 180. 2 0d, xix, 243, 3 7, vi, 269.
+ Id, viil., 384, & 0d., v., 230. -
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were shawl-like draperies of woollen cloth, without any regular cut,
and held together only by brooches or clasps (r6pmat, mepévac), or
else by a girdle ({évy).! This girdle Calypse binds yound her, just
above the bips; whereas the magic zone (xeoréc) of Venus was
worn close under the breast ; according to Heyne, on the outside of
the garment ; according to Voss, next the skin (év x6Ang).* The
Homeric chiton, however, must not be confounded with the garment
of the same name worn in a later age, this latter being no longer
a mere shawl-like drapery, but a regular garment with sleeves,
though still worn next the person, and not fisting closely.

IV. In the scene where Juno summons to her aid every art of the
toilet, one of her ornaments is a veil (xp77deuvov), radiant as sun-
beams, laid over the braids of hair which fell from the top of her
head. According to several passages, collated by Kohler,? we ought
to consider this credemnon as a cloth which might either be drawn
like a veil before the face, or folded together and twisted around the
brow, not very unlike the simpler sort of turban of the Eastern
women of the present day. The head-dress of the Trojan women#*
was more complicated, though essentially the same as the credom-
non, which was merely used to bind the hair together. It may be

1 0d, v., VL. 3 11, xiv., 223.
2 Description dune Améthyste, &c., p. 37. . + R, xxii, 468
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‘observed 1n this connection that the peplus could also be made to
cover the head when the women went abroad, and could thus serve
the purpose of a veil.

V. The Homeric ampyz (4unv§) was a broad band or plate of
metal, which ladies of rank wore upon the forehead as part of the
head-dress.! Hence it is attributed to the female divinities. Diana
(Artemis) wears a frontal of gold ;* and the epithet ypvodumunes is
applied by Homer, Hesiod, and Pindar to the Muses, the Hours, and
the Fates. The frontal of a horse was called by the same name,
and was occasionally made of similar rich materials. Hence, in the
Iliad, the horses which draw the chariots of Juno and of Mars are
called ypvodunvxec.? The annexed wood-cut exhibits the frontal on
the head of Pegasus, taken from one of Sir W. Hamilton’s vases,
in contrast with the corresponding ornament as shown on the heads
of two females in the same collection.

VI. The xexpigairoc was a caul or coif of net-work, corresponding
to the later reticulum of the Romans. It was worn during the day
as well as the night, and has continued in use from the most an-
cient times to the present day. It is mentioned by Homer as form-
ing part of the attire of Andromache,* and is still worn in Italy and
Spain.

VIL Other female ornaments were the riexry avadéoun,® a plaited
or twisted head-band ; ear-rings in the form of olives or of mul-
berries (uopdevra) ;¢ armlets (EAcke), twisted around the arm like
snakes ;? brooches or clasps (mépmat, wepévar), which, according to

1 i, xxii., 468. 2 Eurip., Hec., 464.

3 I, vii,, 382; v., 358. ¢ Id., xxii., 469. $1d,le

¢ Id, xiv., 183. Others, however, make popéevra mean merely “skillfully or
richly wrought” Ernesti gives “ mulberry colored” as the signification.

7 Apoll. ad I, xviii., 401.

e e

R

-

—



HEROIC AGE. Kkl

Hesiod, were wrought like the handle of a shield, and were fastened
with a double tube ;' rosettes (xdAvkec),* which were probably stuck
on the dress; necklaces or collars (5puo:) ; and splendid sandals
with very strong soles, which were an indispensable article of every
dress worn on public or state occasions. All these combined con-
stituted the main portion of the state costume, which gave the last
grace and dignity to an Homeric pri The ions on which
such a dress was worn were the visits of a female friend, the festival
of a god, which caused a suspension of the usual business, or a ban-
quet at which women were permitted to appear, as, for instance,
the wedding feast of Menelaus.?

-

CHAPTER XXI.

DRESS OF THE MREN.

I. Tue clothing of the men consisted also of a chiton (yirdv), or
under tunic, generally short, made of woollen, and without sleeves.
Sometimes, however, the long tunic (yirov repuiéec) was worn.
‘When they went out, a wide mantle, called yAaiva, likewise of
woollen, was thrown over the tunic. This mantle was also termed
$Gpog, a8 in the case of the women. A person who wore a chiton
only was called oloyirwy,* and in later times povoylray.®

II. The xAaive was a square piece of cloth, sometimes with the
corners rounded off, which was passed over the left shoulder, then
brought under the right arm, and the corner again thrown over the
left shoulder.®* The value of such an article of attire was fully ap-
preciated by those who had to face the winter’s cold with only a
chiton (oloytrwve), for in the night it also served as a covering.
There is a striking resemblance to the Scotch plaid in both the form
and the application of the yAaiva.

IIL. But in the season when the beasts with chattering teeth seek
a shelter from the cold, and man, like a crippled tripod, totters be-
fore the drifting snow, even this is not enough for the warmth-de-
siring shepherd ; but over the yAaiva he puts a cloak of goat-skins,
sewed together with leathet thongs, as a defence against rain or
frost. Only old men, like Laertes, had sleeves to the chiton, which
came quite over the hand. Nor must we fall info the mistake of
imagining the x"“‘-ﬁ" a double garment where it is mentioned as

1 0d., xix,, 207. 2 Hymn. in Cer., 428. 3 0d., x, 6L

¢ I, xiv., 489, s Polyb., xiv., 11, 2 ¢ Od, xxi, 118.
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dur2# and contrasted with dniolc.! It was single, but thrown twice
over the shoulder, where it was fastened with a brooch.?

IV. In the earliest times the Greeks wore their hair long, and
thus they are constantly called in Homer xapyxouéwvrec *Axaoi,
« the long-haired Achei.” This ancient practice was preserved by
the Spartans for many centuries. Long and well-dressed hair in-
deed was generally considered as an ornament. Hence the epithet
towAbérapoc applied to Eos (Aurora), Artemis (Diana), and the
Nymphs; and favfé¢ to Achilles, Ulysses, Menelaus, &c. The feet
were protected by leathern soles (wédida, ¥modiuara), which were
bound under the foot, when they went out. .The Homeric heroes,
however, are represented without shoes when armed for battle.

V. Even in peaceful assemblies the Homeric hero wore his sword,
which hung, as already mentioned, by a belt from the shoulder to

the hip. For the sword was honorable ; it graced the freeman and -

- the guest.? This explains why the suitors in the Odyssey always
wear their arms while carousing.*

CHAPTER XXIIL
¥0OD OF HOMERIC TIMES—MEALS, &c.

" 1. Anone the prepared food of Homeric times is especially men-
tioned wheaten bread (&pro¢ in the Odyssey,® in other passages sirog,
a term used to express all sorts of food*), and also barley bread
(éAgira), cheese (Tupds), roasted flesh (xpéag énrév) of oxen, sheep,
hogs, &ec. e ]

I1. The g’el’l‘ei‘al name for meat, or, rather, for every thing eaten
with bread, was ¥yov (8ya), which at a later period was especially
applied to fish, a diet little esteemed, it would appear, in the Heroic
age, and never mentioned as forming a part of the Homeric feasts,
which followed the sacrifices. And yet Homer describes the Hel-
lespont as abounding in fish (‘'EAAficrovrov lxBuéevra”), and more than
once alludes to the practice of drawing them thence with hook and
line* Nets also are spoken of in the Iliad ;* but, as Eustathius re-
marks, there is only one passage!® in which the poet mentions their
being used in taking fish. If, therefore, fish were really eaten in

1 1., xxiv., 2B0; Od, xxiv., 278, 11, x., 133. 2 0d,, iv., 300.
4 Id,, xxii., 190. 8 Id., xvii., 343.

¢ It ix., 708; xix, 306; Od., i, 479; iv., 746; ix., 87, &c. 7 IL,Ix., 4, 360.
8 Jd, xvi., 408, &c. ¢ Id., v.,487. ‘0 Id,lc.; Eustath. ad Od., xxiv.,364.
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these days, their consumption was very probably confined to the
lower orders.

III. The drink was usually wine mixed with water. They had
also a mixed drink called xvxedy, which Hecamede, in the Iliad, pre-
pares for the aged Nestor. It was a draught composed of barley-
meal, grated cheese, and Pramnian wine ;! to which Circe, on an-
other occasion, adds honey.* Its consistency appears to have been
that of a thick soup, as may be inferred from its being called oiro¢
in the Odyssey. At a later day, various ingredients were used, es-
pecially for medical purposes, and various names were given to the
xvKedy.®

IV. Athensus,* who has entered fully into the subject, remarks
on the singular simplicity of the Homeric banquets, in which kings
and private men all partake of the same food. It was gommon even
for royal personages to prepare their own meals,* and Ulysses® de-
clares himself no mean proficient in the culinary art.

V. Three names of meals occur in the Iliad and Odyssey, &piarov,
deixvov, dépwov. This division of the meals is ascribed, in a frag-
ment of ZEschylus, quoted by Atheneeus,” to Palamedes. The word
épearoy uniformly means the early meal (&4 4oi),® a8 d6prov does the
late one; but delnvoy, on the other hand, is used for either,® appa-
rently without any reference to time. 'We should be careful, how-
ever, how we argue from the unsettled habits of a camp to the reg-
ular customs of ordinary life.

VI. From numerous passages in the Iliad and Odyssey it appears
to have been usual to sit during meal times. In the palace of Telem-
achus, before eating, a servant brings Minerva, who is habited as
a stranger, the yépwiy, or lustral water, “in a golden pitcher, pour-
ing it over a silver vessel,”'® a custom to which we have already
alluded.®

VIL Beef, mutton, and goat’s flesh were the ordinary meats, usu-
ally eaten roasted ; yet, from a passage in the Iliad,’s we learn that
boiled meats were held to be far from unsavory. Cheese, flour, and
occasionally fruits, also formed part of the Homeric meals. Bread,
brought on in baskets,’* and salt (&A¢, to which Homer gives the epi-
thet dziog, “ divine”), are also mentioned. .From a passage in the
Odyasey,!¢ the latter appears, even at this early period, to have been

1 I, xi., 638. 1 0d,, x., 234. 3 Fois., Gcon. Higp, 8. v.
¢ Atken., 1, p. 8. 8 11, ix., 206, seqg. ¢ Od., xv., 322,

1 Athen., 1, p. 11, 8 0d., xvi, 2 s I, 4, 381; Od.,xvil, 170,
10 0d,, 4, 136. 11 Page 3. 12 11, xxi., 363,

3 1, ix, 217, 14 0d.,, xvii, 455
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a symbol of hospitality ; while in another passage of the same poem,?
an ignorance of its use is regarded as the mark of a strange people.

VIII. Each guest appears to have had his own table, and he who
was first in rank presided over the rest. Each received an equal
portion of both food and drink, with the exception of the most hon-
ored guest, who had a larger share than the rest. Menelaus, at the
marriage feast of Hermione, begins the banquet by taking in bis
hands the side of a roasted ox, and placing it before his friends.*
At the same entertainment music and dancing are introduced. The
divine minstrel hymned to the sound of the lyre, and two tumblers
(xvbiarnrijpe) began the festive strain, wheeling round in the midst.

IX. The names of several articles of the festive board occur in
the Iliad and the Odyssey. Kbnives, spits, cups of various shapes
and sizes, bottles made of goat-skin, casks, &c., are all mentioned.
Many sorts Of wine were in use among the heroes ; some of Nes-
tor’s is remarked on as being eleven years old. The Maronean wine,
80 called from Maron, a hero, was especially celebrated, and would
bear mingling with twenty times its own quantity of water. It may
be observed that wine was seldom, if ever, drunk pure. The guests
drank to each other, and Ulysses pledges Achilles with the words
x6ip’ "Axired.® The wine was drawn from a larger vessel named
xpnrip (Attic xparip), in which it had been mixed with water, into
the cups from which it was drunk, and was handed round by the at-
tendants. Before drinking, libations were made to the gods by pour-
ing some of the contents of the cup on the ground.+

X. The interesting scene between Ulysses and the swineherd®
gives a parallel view of early manners in a lower grade of life. After
a welcome has been given to the stranger, the swineherd cleaves
the wood, and they place the swine of five years’ old on the hearth.
In the goodness of his heart, Eumeus forgets not the immortal gods,
and dedicates the firstling lock with a prayer for Ulysses’s retarn.
He next smites the animal with a piece of cleft wood, and the at-
tendants singe off the hair. He then cuts the raw meat all round
from the limbs, and laying it in the rich fat, and sprinkling flour upon
it, throws it on the fire as an offering (¢wapyi) to the gods ; the rest
the attendants cut up and pierce with ‘spits, and having cooked
it with cunning skill, draw off all, and lay the mess on the tables.
Then the swineherd stands up to divide the portions, seven portions
in all, five for himself and the guests, and one apiece to Mercury
and the Nymphs.

1 0d, xi, 193 2 Id, iv., 65. 3 L., ix., 295.
¢ 14, vii., 480. 8 Od., xiv., 420,
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XI. There is nothing more worthy of remark in the Homeric man-
ners than the hospitality shown to strangers. Before it is known
who they are or whence they come, it is the custom of the times
to give them a welcome reception. When Nestor and his sons
saw the strangers, “ they all came in a crowd, and saluted them
with the hand, and made them sit down at the feast on soft fleeces
by the sea-shore.”

CHAPTER XXIIL
HOMERIC DWELLINGS.

I. Tux scanty notices of the palatial and domestic architecture
of the early Greeks, which we find in Homer, are insufficient to give
any very accurate notion of the names, uses, and arrangement of
the apartments ; besides which, allowance must no doubt be made
for poetical exaggeration. The general plan, however, waas not
very different from that of later abodes. The chief point of dis-
similarity appears to have been the large court-yard in front of the
house, which was wanting at least in the ordinary town dwellings
of later times. In our account of the Homeric abodes, we shall fol-
low, in general, the authority of Hirt.?

II. The Homeric abode consisted of three parts, the court, the
apartments of the men, and the apartments of the women ; so ar-
ranged, however, that one could pass from the first into the second,
and from the second into the third. Homer, in speaking of the
house of Paris, gives these component parts in a reversed order,
BdéAauov, xal doua, kai abAgy.® (

I11. The houses, whether of the poor or the rich, appear to have
been always 