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| Introduction

- Ibn Rushd (Abui 1-Walid Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad, 520-
595/1126-98, Averroes in the Hispano-Latin reading of the West), de-
fended philosophy by returning to the text of Aristotle. In his secular
effort to explain and to revive the true doctrine of Aristotle, cosmology
took a place of special importance. Aristotle’s book ‘On the Heaven’ (De
Caelo), the kitab al-Sama wal-<aGlam ‘Book on the Heaven and the
Universe’ of the Arabic tradition, is one of the few to which he devoted
an early Epitome (Jawami‘), a Middle Commentary (Talkhis), and a
Commentarium Magnum (Tafsir, or Sharh). Ibn Rushd encountered here
the essential rationalism of Hellenistic philosophy where reason is actual
and visible in the reality of the cosmic order. The concepts and
principles of this philosophy, ancient and ‘modern’, and especially the

‘ philosophic dogma of the eternity of the world, had become a field of

unrelentant controversy: the dogma of the eternity of the world in
physics, the universalist, rationalist theology of metaphysics, and the
claim to absolute knowledge based on apodeictic logic. But the Aristot-

{ elian philosopher had a hard time to hold his own. He had to master

particular difficulties as a commentator in that Aristotle’s book is not
without contradictions in itself and with regard to his later works. His
aspiration after a coherent interpretation of this work accompanied all

] - his life.

The doctrinal development is analyzed in G. Endress: ‘Averroes De Caelo: Ibn Rushd’s
cosmology in his commentaries on Aristotle’s On the Heaven’, in: Arabic Sciences and
Philosophy, 4. Cambridge 1994, v

All three of Ibn Rushd’s treatments of the De Caelo have come down
to us. — a) The Epitome is the second part of Ibn Rushd’s compendium
(Jawami) of Aristotle’s four works on natural philosophy, intended to
give «an analysis of Aristotle’s demonstrative statements», and
completed in 554/1159. The economy of the genre results in a strictly
systematic layout; the subject of book IIl is relegated to De Generatione
et corruptione (k. al-Kawn wal-fasad). The printing of Hyderabad
(Ras@’il Ibn Rushd, D@’irat al-Ma<arif al-‘Uthminiyya, 1948) is based on
two inferior MSS from Safavid Isfahan, and should be replaced by a
: critical edition giving due consideration to the MSS of Madrid
(Biblioteca Nacional) and Cairo (Dir al-Kutub) and take into regard
other copies stemming from the school of Isfahan (sixteen MSS of which

I



2 1ntroduction

ing to the Hebrew version, viz. between the Middle Commentaries on
the Physica of 565 and on De Generatione of 567, and before De sub-
stantia orbis (574/ 1178-9); a meticulous systematization of Aristotle’s
topics, statements and proofs. Jamil-al-Din al-‘Alawi’s edition (Casa-
blanca 1984), based on the two available MSS of the original Arabic,

On all questions of the absolute and relative chronology of Ibn Rushd’s writings, see
Jamil-al-Din al-‘Alawi: al-Matn al-Rushdi, mudkhal li-qir&a jadida, Casablanca 1986, for
the commentaries on De Caelo pp. 55, 75, 106,

On Michael Scot and his translation of the Commentum Averrois super libro de celo et
mundo, see Charles H. Haskins: Studies in 1he history of mediaeval Science. Cambridge,
Mass,, 21927; the same, ‘Michael Scot in Spain’, in: Estudios eruditos in memoriam A,
Bonilla y San Martin, 1, 2. Madrid 1930, P- 131 with n. 6; Francis J. Carmody [ed): Al
Bitriiji, De Motibus Celorum. Berkeley and Los Angeles 1952, P. 17; the same, Innovations
in Averroes De Caelo. Berkeley, Cal,, 1982 [privatelx printed] A critical edition by the late
Francis Carmody is available to us in typescript, and will be used in preparing an edition
of the Arabic. — Op the Renaissance editions, v. Edward F. Cranz: 4 bibliography of
Aristotle editions, 1501-1600. Baden-Baden 1971; the same: “Editions of the Latin Aristotle
accompanied by the commentaries of Averroes’, in: Philosophy and Humanism:
Renaissance essays in honor of Paul Oskar Kristeller, ed, by E. P. Mahoney. Leiden 1976,
pp. 116-28. In the Arabic-Latin concordance given below, the two following editions were
adduced: Aristotelis quae extant opera, nunc primum selectis Iranslationibus [..] additis

omnes qui ad eos pervenere commentarii [..]. Venetiis: Apud Iuntas, 1550-52 [the edition
recommended for the Corpus Commentariorum Averrois in Aristotelem, ed, H, A, Wolfson

et all Aristotelis omnia quae extans opera [.]. Averrois Cordubensis in eq opera omnes
qui ad haec usque tempora pervenere commentarii. Venetiis: Apud Iunctas, 1562; reprinted
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Only a third, however, of the original Arabic text of the T afsir has
been preserved in the unique manuscript of Tunis, presented here in fac-
simile. The manuscript of the National Library (al-Maktaba al-Watan-
iyya) in Tunis, no. 11821 (olim Ahmadiyya, no. 5538), was endowed by -
wagqf (hubus) to the Ahmadiyya library at the Great Mosque (al-Jami® al-
A‘zam) of Tunis in 1268/1851-2. There are no other clues for dating the
codex; the quality of the paper, worm-eaten and frayed, and the neat
Maghribi script, seem to indicate a period not later than the 8th/14th
century, the time when the scholarly traditions of both the Andalus and
Morocco united in Hafsid Ifrigiyya.

The manuscript has 114 leaves. In a recent restoration, it was rebound
in the old leather binding; the size of the written area is 14.5x22 cm on
cahiers measuring 20.5x28 cm. The leaves are in a great disorder. The
original volume, as it was presented to the library in 1268 H. can be
reconstructed from the folio numbers which were added about that time:
After the wagf record (fol. 1a), the text begins with book II, comm,
1—42, breaking off in the middle of comm. 42 (foll. 1b-47b = Pp.
140228 of the present facsimile edition); it goes on with book I, comm.
61 (truncated in the beginning) to the end of book I, comm. 139 (foll.
48a—139a; for two gaps in the folio numbering, see the concordance
given below for foll. 28—31 and 76—77). Thus the volume was given the
outward appearance —. presumably by a clever bookseller — of a com-
plete copy of book IL At an earlier date already, two leaves after fol. 75,
and one leaf after fol. 96, were lost.

A critical edition, based on the unique Arabic codex and making use of the Latin
translation, has been prepared by the late Jamil-al-Din al-‘Alawi and the present writer.

The Arabic text of Aristotle’s De Caelo, quoted by Ibn Rushd in the
lemmata of his commentary, is the vulgate translation by Yahya (Yiihan-
na) ibn al-Bitriq, a mawla of the caliph al-Ma’min (d. 218/833) working
with a circle of early translators who provided the source materials of
al-Kindi, the faylasif al-Arab. It is labelled as one of the ‘translations of
al-Kindi’ by Ibn Rushd who deplores (Comm. mag. 11l c. 35) not having
one of the superior productions of Ishdq ibn Hunayn (the translator of
Aristotle’s Physics) at his disposal. The Western tradition of this version
is also represented by the Latin translation of Gerard of Cremona (ed.
Hona Opelt in Alberti Magni opera omnia, 5. Miinster 1971).

The Eastern tradition exists in a family of several manuscripts, all coming from Isfahan
of the late Safavid period (11th/17th century) and going back to an exemplar (now lost)
copied in Damascus in 580/1184. For the Arabic versions of Aristotle’s De Caelo and their
textual history, see G. Endress: Die arabischen f}bersetzungen von Aristoteles’ Schrift De
Caelo (Ph. D. thesis, Frankfurt am Main, 1966).
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In the following Table of Concordances, we give

® P. = the page of the present facsimile edition;

o fol. = the folio of the original volume of MS, Tunis in the sequence
of 1268 H, followed by the present sequence [in square brackets];

® section = textus (t) and commentarium (c.) of the Latin Juntine
edition of 1564 (v. supra), followed [in square brackets] by those of the
Juntine of 1550 (different from I, 65, to the end of book I);

® Arist. De Caelo = book, chapter, and page / column / line of the
Greek Aristotle (rec. I. Bekker, Berlin 1831).

p. fol. section Arist. De Caelo

la wagqf protocol

Book I

3 48a [29a] c.61 [61] (L.7: 274b22-30]
t62 [62] L7: 274b30
c.62 [62]

4 48b  [29b] t63 [63] L7: 274b33

5 49a  [53a) c.63 [63] '

6 49b  [53b] t.64 [64) L7:275a7
c. 64 '

7 50a [71a]

8 50b [71b] t/c. [65F 17: 275a10

9 5la [72a] t.65 [66] 1.7:275a14

10 5Ib  [72b] c.65 [66]

11 52a [73a]

12 52b  [73b] L.66 [67] L.7: 275a25

13 53a  [74a] c.66 [67]

14 53b  [74b] t. 67 [68] L7: 275b2
c.67 [68]

15 54a [7a] 68 [69) 1.7: 275b5
c.68 [69]

16 54b [7b] .69 [70] L7: 275b7
c.69 [70]

17 S55a  [8a] t70 [71] L7:275b13
c.70 [71]

commentary, fol. 49b19-23 [= p. 6].

2 Not a Separate lextus and commentarium in the Arabic, nor in the Juntina edition of
1564 (following some of the Latin manuscripts). The first lemma belonging to this section
starts fol. 50b = [p. 8], line I5f. From here to the end of book I, the numbering of the
commata in the two Juntina editions differs by one.
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18
19

20

21

22

23

24
25

26
27

28
29

30

31
32

33
34

35
36

37

38

39
40
41

55b
S56a

56b

57a

57b

58a

58b
59a

59b
60a
60b
6la
61b

62a
62b

63a
63b

64a
64b

65a

65b

66a
66b
67a

(8b]
[9a]

[9b]

[10a]
[10b]
[11a]

[11b]
[12a]

[12b]
(13a]
[13b]
[14a]
[14b]

[15a]
{15b]

[16a]
[16b]

[17a]
[17b]

[50a]

[50b]

[51a]
[51b]
(52a]

t.71
c71
t. 72
c.72
t.73
c.73

t. 74
c. 74
t. 75
c.75

t. 76
c.76
t. 77
c. 71
t. 78
c. 78

t. 79
c.79

t. 80
c. 80

t. 81
c. 81

t. 82
c. 82
t. 83
c.83
t. 84
c. 84
t. 85
c. 85
t. 86
c. 86

t. 87

(72]
[72]
(73]
[73]
[74]
[74]

[75]
[75]
[76]
[76]

(77
(77
[78]
[78]
[79]
[79]

(801
(801

811

[81]

[82]
(82]

(83]
[83]
(841
[84]
[85]
{851
(86]
(861
(87]
(87]

(88]

17:275b18
1.7: 275b26

L7:275b30

1.7: 276a5

17:276al10

1.8:276a18
1.8: 276a27

1.8: 276a31

1.8: 276b9

1.8:276b19

1.8: 276b23

1.8: 276b27
1.8: 276b32
1.8: 277a4
1.8: 27729

18: 277a13

1.8: 277a23
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41 [continued] c.87 [88]
42 67b . [52b] t. 88 [89] . 1.8:277a27
43" 68a [33a] c.88 [89] ’
44 68b . [33b] t 89 [90] L8: 277b1
c.89 [90]

45 69a [45b] .90 [91] L8: 277b8 ‘
46 69 [45a] c.9 [91] | ‘
47 70a [35a]
48 70b [35b)] t91 [92] 1.8-9: 277b14

c.91 [92]

49 7la  [36a] i
50 71b  [36b]
51 72a  [37a] .92 [93] 19:277b29

€92 [93]
52 72b  [37b] o |
53 73a  [38a] :
54 73b  [38b]

55 742 [34a] t93  [94] - 19:278a22

c.93 [94] ,
56 74b  [34b] t94 [95] 19: 278229 '
57 75a  [85a] c.94  [95]

58 75b  [85b)
J— [gapof 2 foll] ¢ 95-96 [96-97) 1.9: 278b3-21
59 76=77a [S4a] €9 [97]

60 76=77b [54b] t97 [98] 1.9: 278b21
c.97 [98]
61 78a [41a]
62 78b [41b] .98 [99] 1.9: 279a2 {
63 79a [42a] c.98 [99]
64 79b  [42b] t.99 [100] 19: 279a11
c.99  [100] .
65 80a [433] t. 100 [101] 19:279a16 /
c. 100 [101]

66 8ob  [43b]
67 8la [44a)
68 81b  [44b] ]

69 82a [83a] t 101 [102] L10: 279b4
70 82b  [83b] c. 101 [102]
71 83a [84a] t 102 [103] L10: 279b12

72 83b  [84b) c. 102 [103] o

|
i
!
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73 84a [64a)

‘ 74 84b  [64b] t. 103 [104] L10: 279b21
' ‘ ¢c. 103 [104]

75 85a [98a] t. 104 [105] L10: 279b32

76 85b [98b) c. 104 [105]

77 86a [993] t. 105 [106] 1.10: 280a2 -
‘ c. 105 [106]

78 86b [99p) t. 106 [107] L. 10: 280a7

79 87a  [100a] c. 106 [107]
80 87b  [100b)
¢ 81 88a [924] t. 107 [108] I. 10: 280a12
c. 107 [108]
82 88b [92b] ‘
83 89a [93a]

i 84 89b [93b] t. 108 [109] 1.10: 280a23
_ c. 108 [109]
85 90a [94a) t 109 [1 10] 1.10: 280a28
86 90b [94b] ¢. 109 [110]
t 110 [111] - L11: 280b1
87 91a [95a] c. 110 [111]
' t111 [112] L11: 280b6
c. 111 [112]

88 91b  [95b]
89 92a  [96a]

90 92b  [96b] L 112 [113] L11: 280b14
c. 112 [113]
91 93a  [97a] t 113 [114] L11: 280b20
‘ c. 113 [114]
92 93b  [97b] t. 114 [115] L11: 280b26
93 94a [28a] c. 114 [115]
94 94b  [28b] t 115 [116] L11: 281a2
! c. 115 [116]
95 95a [48a] t 116 [117] L11: 281a7
c. 116 [117]
9 95b  [48b] t 117 [118] L11: 281a18
97 96a [49a] c. 117 [118]
98 96b  [49b] t 118 [119] 112: 281228
. ¢ 118 [119]
e lgapof I fol] ¢ 119 [120] L12: 281b2-18

¢. 119 (120]
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100
101
102

103
104

105
106

107
108
109
110
111
112
113

114

115
116
117
118

119
120
121

122
123
124

125
126

97a

97b
98a
98b

993
99b

100a
100b

101a
101b
102a
102b
103a
103b
104a

104b

105a
105b
106a
106b

107a
107b
108a

108b
109a
109b

110a
110b

[86a)

[86b]
[87b]
[87a]

(88al]
[88b]

[89a]
[89b]

[90a]
[90b]
[91a]
[91b]
[40a]
[40b]
(55a]

[55b]

[56a]
[(56b]
[75a]
[75b]

[107a]
[107b]
[108a]

(108b]
[109a]
[109b]

(110a)
[110b]

t. 120
c. 120

t. 121
c. 121

t 122
c. 122

t. 123
c. 123
t. 124

c. 124

t. 125
c. 125

t. 126
c. 126
t. 127
c 127
t. 128
c. 128

t. 129
c. 129

t. 130
c. 130
t. 131
c. 131
t. 132
c. 132
t. 133
c. 133

t. 134
c. 134

[121]
[121]

(122}
[122]

[123]
[123]

[124]
[124]
[125]
[125]

‘[126]

[126]

[127]
[127]
[128]
[128]
[129]
[129]

(130]
(130]

[131]
[131]
(132]
(132]
(133]
[133]
[134]
[134]

[135]
(135]
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112: 281b18 |

[12: 281627

L12: 282a5

112: 282a14

L12: 282a22

1.12: 282a25

L12: 282b1 i
L12: 282b5

112: 282b14
L12: 282b23
1.12;: 283al

1.12: 283a3 !

1.12: 283a4

1.12: 283a8 ¢

112: 283al1
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: 127 1l1a [111a]
{ | 128 111b [111b]

129 112a [112a] t. 135 [136] 1.12: 283al18
c. 135 [136]
130 112b [112b] t. 136 [137] 1.12: 283a20
: c. 136 [137]
131 113a [62a] t. 137 [138] 1.12: 283a24
c. 137 [138]
132 113b [62b]
133 114a [46a] t. 138 [139] L12: 283a31
’ c. 138 [139]

134 114b [46D]
135 115a [32a]
136 115b [32b]

137 116a [76a] t. 139 [140] 1.12: 283b12
c. 139" [140]
138 116b [76b] t. 140 [141] 1.12: 283b17-22
c. 140 [141]
! 139 117a [114a]
- Book IT
140 1b [1b] t1 IL1: 283b26
c.l1
( 141 2a  [2a] t.2 IL1: 284a2
142 2b [2b] c.2
143 3a [3a] t3 IL1: 284al13
c.3
{ 144 3b [3b] '
145 4a [4a] t. 4 I1.1: 284a18
c.4
t5 IL.1: 284a24
' 146  4b [4b] c.5
147 5a [5a] t.6 I1.1: 284a27
c.6
148 5b [5b] '
. 149 6a [6a] t7 I1.2: 284b6
' c.7
150  6b [6b] t8 IL2: 284b18
c.8
151 Ta [63a] t.9 11.2: 284b30

152 76 [63b] c9
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153 8a  [65a] t 10 IL2: 285a1 :

B ' c. 10 . !
154 8b [65b] t. 11 I1.2: 285a10

: c 11
155 9a [47a] t12 I1.2: 285a16 o
156 9b  [47b] c12 | |
157 10a [113a] , :
158 10b [113b] t. 13 IL2: 285a29
c13 '

159 lla [66a]

160 11b [66b]

161 12a  [67a] t 14 I1.2: 285b8
c 14

162 12b  [67b]

163 13a  [68a]

164 13b  [68b] t15 IL2: 285b16
c. 15

165 14a  [69a] - .

166 14b [69b] t.16 - - I12:285b22

167 15a  [70a] c.16

168 15b  [700]

169 16a [30a] t17 I1.3: 286a3

170 16b  [30b] c 17
171 17a  [19a] :

172 17b  [19b]

173 18a [20a]

174 18b [20b) t 18 I1.3: 286a20

175 192 [21a] c.18 ‘

176 19b [21b] t. 19 IL3: 286a28
c. 19

177 20a [23a] t.20 I1.3: 286a34
c.20

178 20b [23b] t. 21 IL.3: 286b6
¢ 21

179 2la [22a]

180 21b [22b] L22 IL4: 286b10

181 22a [24a] c.22

182 22b [24b]

183 23a  [25a] t.23 IL4: 286b19

184 23b [25b] .23
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185  24a [27a] t. 24 IL4: 286b27
: c.24

186  24b [27b] 25 I1.4: 286b34

| ) , c.25

187  25a [26a] £ 26 IL4: 28722

’ c.26

i 188 25b  [26b]

| 189 262 [39) t. 27 I.4: 287al1 -
190 26b [39b] c.27

191 27a [31a]
192 27b [31b]

193 28a [18a] t. 28 IL4: 287a23
c. 28

194 28b [18b] t.29 11.4: 287a27
c29

195 29/30/31a [57al '

196 29/30/31b[57b] t30 I1.4: 287230
c. 30

197 32a [77a] t31 IL4: 287b4
c 31

198 32b [77b]

199 33a [78a]

200 33b [78b] t.32 I1.4: 287b14
c. 32

201 34a [79a) t.33 IL5: 287b22

202 34b [79b] c.33

203 35a [80a] t 34 IL5: 287b29

204 35b [80b] c.34

205 36a [81al]
206 36b [81b]
207 37a [82a]
208 37b [82b] t.35 IL6: 288a13
: c. 35
209 38a [59a]
210 38b [59b]
211 39a [60a]
212 39b [60b] t. 36 IL6: 288a27
¢ 36

213 40a [61a]
214 40b [61b]

.
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215 41a [58a] t. 37 IL6: 288b7
216 41b [58b] c. 37

217 42a [101a]

218 42b [101b) t. 38 I1.6: 288b22

219 432 [102a] c. 38
220 43b [102b]
221 44a [103a]

222 44b  [103b] t 39 IL6: 288b30
c. 39 '

223 45a  [104al

224 45b  [104b] t. 40 IL6: 289a5
c. 40 _

225 46a  [105a] t41 IL7: 289a11
c.41

226 46b [105b] .

227 47a  [106a] t. 42 IL7: 289a19

_ c. 42
228 47b [106b] '

A recent (early 20th-century) copy of this manuscript in 110 folia is kept in the same
library, no. 18117 (see ‘Abd-al-Hafiz Mansir: al-Fihris al-<amm lil-makhtiatas; qism 1:
Rasid Maktabat Hasan Husni “Abd-al-Wahhab. Tunis: Dar al-Kutub al-Wataniyya, Qism
al-Makhtiitat, 1975, p. 397b,

*:_

Our thanks are due to the authorities of the National Library of
Tunisia for giving their kind permission to reproduce this manuscript.
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