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The Catholic University of America

School of Philosophy

Augustinian Themes in St. Bonaventure and Early Franciscan Philosophy – PHIL 795
Spring Semester, 2014
Credit Hours: 3 credit hours

Prerequisites: Permission of the Dean of the School of Philosophy or permisson of the instructor
Classroom: Nursing-Biology Rm. 155
Days and hours of class meetings: Th, 7:30-9:30 PM
Instructor contact information
Full name and title: Timothy B. Noone, Ph.D., M.S.L., Ordinary Professor

Office location: Aquinas Hall, Rm. 217

Phone: (202) 319-6646; on campus: x6646

E-mail: noonet@cua.edu

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 2:30-3:30 PM or by appointment
Course Description (from Cardinal Station http://cardinalstation.cua.edu):

DESCRIPTION: This course will focus on Augustinian themes in the thought of St. Bonaventure (1217-1274) and his Franciscan predecessors and contemporaries.  Chief among the themes singled out for treatment and examination are the following: the intellectual journey of the human person back to God, the existence and nature of God, the divine ideas, the notion of creation, the human person as an imago Dei and microcosm, the doctrine of illumination, and the return of all knowledge by tracing it to its source in God.  After surveying the necessary background in St. Augustine and St. Anselm, we shall read Bonaventure's De reductione artium ad theologiam, Itinerarium mentis in Deum, and selections from his Commentarius in libros Sententiarium provided in English translation.  In addition, the same themes will be considered in other Franciscan authors of the period.  Although reading knowledge of Latin is not required for this course, it is desirable and recommended.

Instructional Methods: The course will consist of a series of lectures with intermittent discussions of the materials read.  Students will also be asked to present their homework or other prepared assignments to the class from time to time.
Required Texts:
St. Bonaventure, The Works of St. Bonaventure.  The Franciscan Institute, St. Bonaventure University.




Volume 1: De reductione artium ad theologiam.  Reprinted with a revised translation, introduction and commentary by Zachary Hayes, O.F.M., 1996. Originally done by Emma Therese Healy, C.S.J. in 1955. ISBN 1-57659-043-7



Volume 2: Itinerarium mentis in Deum. Introduction, translation and commentary by Fr. Philotheus Boehner, O.F.M., 1956; reprinted 1990. ISBN 1-57659-044-5



Volume 3: Disputed Questions on the Mystery of the Trinity. Introduction and translation by Fr. Zachary Hayes, O.F.M., 1979. 978-1-57659-045-4



Volume 4: Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of Christ. Introduction and translation by Fr. Zachary Hayes, O.F.M., 1992. ISBN 1-57659-046-1
______________, Commentary on the Sentences of Peter Lombard: Philosophy of God.  Introduction and translation by R. Edward Houser and Timothy B. Noone, 2013.  978-1-57659-375-2.  
Course Goals: 


The primary goal for this course is to allow students to appreciate the significance of the philosophy of St. Bonaventure in its historical and systematic expression.  A secondary goal is to allow students to have a comparative understanding of the points upon which Bonaventure agrees with and disagrees with his renowned contemporaries: St. Albert the Great, St. Thomas Aquinas, and Henry of Ghent.
Goals for Student Learning

Students should be able to state the key doctrines of Bonaventure and give some account of the reasoning underlying those doctrines.  Students should also be able to compare Bonaventure's major teachings to those of at least one other outstanding thirteenth century thinker.
Course Requirements
The course requirements include the following: class discussion and participation; a seminar presentation based on the readings assigned for the date in question; a term paper on a topic of the student's choosing; and a final examination.  

Expectations and policies

Academic honesty: Academic honesty is expected of all CUA students. The following sanctions are presented in the University procedures related to Student Academic Dishonesty (from http://policies.cua.edu/academicundergrad/integrityprocedures.cfm): “The presumed sanction for undergraduate students for academic dishonesty will be failure for the course. There may be circumstances, however, where, perhaps because of an undergraduate student’s past record, a more serious sanction, such as suspension or expulsion, would be appropriate. In the context of graduate studies, the expectations for academic honesty are greater, and therefore the presumed sanction for dishonesty is likely to be more severe, e.g., expulsion. ...In the more unusual case, mitigating circumstances may exist that would warrant a lesser sanction than the presumed sanction.” 

Please review the complete texts of the University policy and procedures regarding Student Academic Dishonesty, including requirements for appeals, at http://policies.cua.edu/academicundergrad/integrity.cfm and http://policies.cua.edu/academicundergrad/integrity.cfm.

Other Policies and Expectations. 
Students are expected to arrive at class punctually and prepared to work on the material assigned for the day.  Students are strongly encouraged to participate actively in the class and may be sent to the front of the room occasionally to present problems to the class.  The use of laptops, blackberries, and cell phones in class is, generally speaking, prohibited; the only exceptions are when the instructor expressly requests the use of laptops for research purposes.  Naturally, no cell phones or other electronic devices may be used during an examination or other evaluation.  If a student misses a test because of illness or some other other contingency beyond his or her control, s/he must request a make-up exam and the instructor will decide the time and place for the make-up exam.
Accommodations for students with disabilities: Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss specific needs. Please contact Disability Support Services (at 202 319-5211, room 207 Pryzbyla Center) to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. To read about the services and policies, please visit the website: http://disabilitysupport.cua.edu.   

Assessment: For the calculation of the final grade, the following formula will be used:



Class participation: 10 %



Seminar presentation 20 %



Term paper 40 %



Final examination 30 %


Equivalencies of course total points to University grades: 

100-93: A

90-92: A-

88-89: B+

83-87: B

80-82: B- 

78-79: C
73-77: C

0-72: F

University grades: 

The University grading system is available at: http://policies.cua.edu/academicundergrad//gradesfull.cfm#II for undergraduates and http://policies.cua.edu/academicgrad//gradesfull.cfm#iii for graduate students.  Reports of grades in courses are available at the end of each term on: http://cardinalstation.cua.edu.

  
Course Schedule:
Thursday, Jan. 16:   Historical Introduction: Bonaventure, Francis,




and the World of the Thirteenth Century
Thursday, Jan. 23:  Overview and the Itinerarium
Thursday Jan. 30:  The existence of God: In I Sent.  d. 3 pars 1 qq. 1-4
Thursday, Feb. 6: The existence of God: Questions on Trinity, q. 1
art. 1 (Hayes trans., pp. 107-121).
Thursday, Feb. 13: The divine ideas: foundation of all knowledge: In I Sent. d. 35 art. unicus, qq. 1-6; The divine ideas: foundation of all knowledge: Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of Christ qu. 1-3

Thursday, Feb 20: The divine ideas: foundation of all knowledge: In I Sent. d. 35 art. unicus, qq. 1-6; The divine ideas: foundation of all knowledge: Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of Christ qq. 1-3
Thursday, Feb. 27: Creation: treatments prior to Bonaventure, Franciscan and non-Franciscan: Robert Grosseteste, Richard Rufus, and Alexander Hales (photocopy); Bonaventure's account of creation : In II Sent. d. 1 pars 1 art. 1-3 (photocopy).
Thursday, March. 06: Creation: treatments prior to Bonaventure, Franciscan and non-Franciscan: Robert Grosseteste, Richard Rufus, and Alexander Hales (photocopy); Bonaventure's account of creation : In II Sent. d. 1 pars 1 art. 1-3 (photocopy).

SPRING BREAK, 2014: Saturday, March 08 -- Sunday, March 16, 2014
Thursday, March 20: Bonaventure on angelic minds: handout of texts: Background to 13th century discussions of intellection and volition.
Thursday, March 27: The parts of the soul: In II Sent. d. 24 pars 1 art. 2 q. 1-4.

Thursday, April 03: Bonaventure's theory of illumination: Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of Christ qq. 1-4.
Thursday, April 10: Bonaventure's epistemology reconsidered.


EASTER BREAK: APRIL 17 – APRIL 21, 2014
Thursday, April 24: Reductio: De reductione artium: tracing back knowledge to its source.
Thursday, May 01: Retrospective: Bonaventure's philosophy and its role in thirteenth century thought.
Thursday, May 08, 2014, 8:00 PM –10:00 PM: FINAL EXAMINATION in the usual classroom. 

IMPORTANT DATES:

NOTES: 

1. This class schedule is tentative, and I reserve the right to alter it. Any alterations will be announced in class. Students are responsible for keeping up with any changes in the course schedule.
2. The final exam must be given on the day and time assigned by the Registrar. Please plan accordingly for travel, work, or appointments. 
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