Questiones Praesentandae de Epistola ad Hebraeos
5. Consider the theme of rest in the epistle to the Hebrews.  How is it operative throughout the epistle and what is its importance?

Gen. 2:1-3 “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.  And on the seventh day God finished his work which he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had done.  So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all his work which he had done in creation.

Mk. 2:27-28 “And [Jesus] said to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath; so the Son of man is lord even of the Sabbath.’”

Psalm 94: Exodus, failure of work in the wilderness, denied rest, the promised land.

“My heart is restless until it rests in you, o Lord”

Ex 20:8; 31:12-17

The Introduction of Sabbath places us within Creation and Exodus and New Creation.  The need for a Mediator and Perfect High Priest so that we might be able to enter the Promise Land, Sabboth, the New Jerusalem, Mt. Zion, Heaven, the Holy of Holies.

So there is some aspect of man that needs the Sabbath, or rest.   It fulfills something in human nature.  Here is our first presupposition: Man is a liturgical being. (Contemplative -highest activity is to see all of reality as ordered towards its highest end) (animal- in motion- and by memory-intellect grasps the past, present, and future, i.e., time- the enumeration of motions.)  The combination of these two makes man apt to fill “time” that is order his motions into conformity with the telos of all reality.)

Rest as perfection or consummation, then what falls under the genus of rest is the entire discussion of the imperfect to the perfect.  The Divine Economy as a whole can be seen from the perspective of Creation, man’s exodus by a separation from rest/communion/friendship with God into the wilderness, and the return by all pre-figures to the New Creation accomplished by Christ’s incarnation, passion, resurrection, and ascension.

Sabbath, rest, is from God. It’s a gift.

This requires obedience, Christ’s obedience and servitude allows him to go the Way of the Cross, to make a perfect sacrifice, and by a true mediation penetrate the veil.  Enters the heavenly rest by the work of obedience, fidelity.



Time and Space/Cosmos

Ecclesiology: Assembly

Chapter 2:11 “For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one. For which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren…”

10:14 “For by one oblation he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.”

12:13-14 “… be healed.  Follow peace with all men and holiness: without which no man shall see God.”

12:10 “we might receive his sanctification.”

Holiness and Sanctification and Rest


Moses and the Promise Land, Rest.

Work:
3:1 “ holy brethren,  partakers of the heavenly vocation,”  Christ’s house which are we (3:6)

3:11 “As I have sworn in my wrath: If they shall enter into my rest”

Work is for the sake of rest, it is ordered to rest.  It is thanksgiving, that is Eucharistic for the fruits of our labor. 6:7-8 “For the earth, that drinketh in the rain which cometh often upon it and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is tilled receiveth blessing from God.” (Reference to Gen. 3: Adam’s curse)

Naturally ordered towards Sacrifice, with Cain and Abel

Work of Faith.


Chapter 4 and Rest/Sabbath is the topic of transition into the superiority of Christ’s priesthood.

Connection of Rest with Promised Land, a type of heaven, the New Jerusalem.

3:18 “And to whom did he swear, that they should not enter into his rest: but to them that were incredulous?  And we see that they could not enter in, because of unbelief.”

Rest is soteriological as it is eschatological.  “A certain day.”

Denial of Rest is from Unbelief.

Chapter 4:

4:9-11 “There remaineth therefore a day of rest for the people of God.  For he that is entered into his rest, the same also hath rested from his works, as God did from his.  Let us hasten therefore to enter into that rest: lest any man fall into the same example of unbelief.”
Cf. 14, it is Jesus Christ, the great high priest that hath passed into the heavens.
Christ is mediator 9:15 ff.

The latter being our penetration beyond the veil into the New Jerusalem.

Heb. 12:22-24.“But you are come to mount Sion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to the company of many thousands of angels, And to the church of the firstborn who are written in the heavens, and to God the judge of all and to the spirits of the just made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new testament, and to the sprinkling of blood which speaketh better than that of Abel.”

